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JAMES KXOX POLK, eleventh president of the United 
States, was burn in North Carolina. Nov. 2, 1795, his imme- 
diate ancestors coming- from Ireland. After receiving a col- 
legiate education, he studied law, and in 1820 was admitted to 
the bar. His life is part of the history of Tennessee. In 1825 
he was elected to the state legislature, at the age of twenty-three 
years, and two years later was elected to the lower branch of 
Congress. While a member of that body he served as speaker 
for four years, resigning his seat in 1S39 to accept the Demo- 
cratic nomination for governor. In the campaign of that year 
he defeated (io\. Xewton Cannon, who was a candidate for re- 
election, chierty liecause of his superior ahility as a debater. Gov- 
ernor Cannon lieing no niatcli fur Polk as a public si>eaker. 
Two years later he was rcnonimaled. but this time he was 
opposed b} James Chamberlain Jones, who was Polk's e<iual, 
if not his master, in political debate. The campaign resulted in 
the election of Jones, who two years later was re-elected, again 
defeating Mr. Polk. These two campaigns are still referred to 
as the "Polk-Jones'' contests. Although the debates were spir- 
ited, and at times somewhat caustic, they were without any of 
that bitterness that engenders lasting enmit\. Tn 1844 Mr. 
Polk was nominated for president, and was elected by a small 
majority over Henry Clay. His cabinet wa'^ made up of some 
i»f tlie ahlc-it and Ix'st-known men of his party, among- them 
l>cnig James Buchanan, who was afterward president, and Rob- 
ert J. Walker, whose name will long remain associated with the 
II-4 
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tariff act of 1846. Mr. Buchanan was secretary of state; Mr, 
Walker was secretary of the treasury; William L. Marcy, of 
New \'<>rk, was secretary of war, and Cieoige Bancroft, the 
celebrated historian, was secretary of the navy. The last act of 
the preceding ailnnnibtration, ihat of President Tyler, was to 
annex Texas to the United States. By this act President Polk's 
administration fell heir to the war with Mexico. But the new 
{Mpesident was equal to the emergency, and the victories of the 
United States tnx^, under Scott and Taylor, are matters of 
history. As a result of the war not only Texas, but all of New 
Mexico and California, became the territory of the United 
States. One of the issues on which Mr. PiAk was elected was 
the adjustment of the nortliwcst Iv^nnclary line iK^twccn this 
country and the British I'ossessions. the Democratic i< niM niion 
that nomitiated him declaring in fa\or of the "fifty- four-iorty" 
line. On this declaration Mr. I'olk stood lirni, although it com- 
plicated matters for his administration. To refuse any other set- 
tlement of the question meant war with Great Britain. To accq>t 
meant a retraction of his party's declaration on the subject. The 
matter was finally adjusted by the diplomacy of Lord Ashburton. 
who had charge of England's interests. Florida had just been- 
admitted as a slave state and h^wa as a free state, in accord- 
ance with the practice of admitting one of each class at the same 
time to keep them evenly balanced. Lord .\shbnrton sug- 
gested to the pvo-sla\ery members of C"ongre-<s that, with the 
aiuiexation of the territory accpiired from Mexico, the slavc- 
hoklcrs had an advantage in the expanse of territory from 
which to create slave states, but if the northern boundary was 
fixed at fifty-four-forty the extent of free territory would be 
the greater. The slaveholding senators were not slow to take 
the hint, and the boundary was fixed on the forty-ninth par- 
allel. Texas was admitted in 1845 and Wisconsin in 1848, 
again adhering t'> \hc unwritten law that the free and slave 
states tuust be kept as nearly equal as p<^ssihle. In his la<f 
message to Congress Mr. Polk recommended the extensiini < i' 
the Missonri Compromise line to the Pacific Ocean, as a means 
of setting the slavery qnestion at rest. As a statesman. Mr. 
Polk could hardly be considered the equal of .some who had 
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{H'eceded him in the presidential office, yet his administration 
passed into history illuminated by the important events tliat 

transpired during his incunil)enoy. He was a man of ripe scliol- 
arship, an unflinching' re}^^'lr^l fi»r the truth, and an incorrupti- 
bihty wliioh was pro\ t-rbial. He died at Xashville, June 15, 
1849. a httle over three months after retiring from the presi- 
dency, and his death was sincerely mourned by. thousands of 
people, not only of his own party, but of all parties and political 
creeds. 

JOHN SEVIER, the first governor of Tennessee, was one 
of those hardy pioneers who played an important part in the 
early annals of the state, and who assisted in its formation and 
admission into the Union. He was born in Rockintrham 
county, Va., Sept. 23, 1745- His father. Valentine Sevier, 
came from luMidon and settled in Rockingham county some 
five years before. The family was of French extraction, and 
the name was originally spelled Xavien After such an educa- 
tion as could be acquired in the schools of that period, sup- 
plemented by a short season at the Fredericksburg^ academy, 
and at Stanton, he married at an early age. and settled in the 
Shenandoah Valley, where he founded the town of New Mar- 
ket. In 1772 he was appoint^ captain in the Virginia militia, 
and removed to the Watauga settlement, on the western slope of 
the Allcglianies, the same year. So<in after this, and when it 
bcxame evident that war with tlic mother country was inevit- 
able, the citizens of the Watauij^a settlefiient j>etitioned the 
legislature of North Carolina to annex the settlement to that 
colony, that "thQr might aid in the war and bear their full 
proportion of expenses in the unhappy contest" The petition 
•was written by John Sevier, who presented it to the legislature 
and further aided the movement by a personal argument in 
favor of the memorial. The request of the settlers was granted, 
and what is now the State of Teimessee was organized into a 
county of North Carojin.i. The name of "Washington dis- 
trict" was conferred on the new county. Jolm .'-^evier was 
made a delegate to a convention in wliicli lie offered a rc-oUi- 
tion declaring that the act establishing the lx)undaries sh<iuld 
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never be so construed as to prevent the establishment of new 
governinents fartlier west, by consent of the legislature. In 
J 777 he represented the Washington district in the North 
Carolina legislature and secured the cstablislunctit of courts 
and other civil institutions in the district. After the adjourn- 
ment of the legislature he was appointed clerk of the dis- 
trict, and wa& practically the entire local government. He was 
also made a colonel of the militia, and as such organized all 
the able-bodied men of the district between the ages of 'sixteen 
and fifty years into companies for the protection of the frontier 
settlement against the forays of the savages. In 1779 he 
made a raid into the Indian country, destroyed their \ illagcs 
and crops, and won a decisive victory at Boyd's Creek. The 
next year, in concert uitli Col. Is.iac Shelby, he "r^aiii/cd 
the c.\j)cdition that ended in the battle of Knig's .Moun- 
tain. In tliat engagement he was in command of aI)out 
500 men. and when it looked as though defeat was cer- 
tain he executed a movement which turned the tide of 
battle in favor of the Americans, and won the victory. 
For his gallant conduct in this action the legislature of North 
Carolina presented him with a sword and pistol and gave him 
a vr>te of thanks. For ten years he held the Cherokees in 
check, often defeating them in battle and carrying on cam- 
paigns in their country. In 1784 the entire district was ceded 
by North Carohna to the United States. The action aroused 
the indignation of the inhabitants of the district, and on Aug. 
23. 17S4. they met in convention, formed a state giAcniinent 
of their own. adopted a cojistitution, calietl their state Frank- 
lin and elected John Sevier governor. After this the North 
Carolina legislature repealed the former resolution, reclaimed 
the territory, and appointed Sevier a brigadier-general of 
militia. Personally, he was now willing to annul the action 
of the pc' >ple in establishing th^ State of Franklin, but a ma- 
jority insiste<l that the new state must take its place in the 
history of the countPi' as a separate political divisinn. and ae- 
on lingly on ^^arc1^ t, I7<^5. he wa-; itidnctcd into oflice as 
governor. .Xbhi-n::!! the -^tate iia<l no autl'iiritv for its exi'^^ 
cnce, further than the action of the people themselves, and not- 
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withstanding the legislature of North Carolina dedared the 
people there to be in state of revolt against established 
authority, the state omtinued to exist until 1788. Durtf^ the 

four years that Mr. Sevier was governor of the State of Frank- 
lin he ruled \vii!i wi-rlom and judgment. He made several 
treaties with tiie Indians, whicli resulted in the establishment 
of i)eace between the races; reorganized the militia; cstab- 
lislied cf>n.rts for ihf (iis[)en.sati(.»n of justice and conducted an 
equitable and prus))er()us ,c;;overnruent. When he was arrested 
by tiie North Carolina authorities and thrown into prison the 
act met with a vigorous protest from the people of the Wa- 
tauga settlement, and he was rescued by a devoted company of 
his followers. The case against him was never prosecuted. 
That was the end of the State of Franklin, but the same year 
the territory was set up into a separate congressional district 
and Sevier was sent as the first representative to Congress from 
the Mississippi Valley. In 1790 the territory was again ceded 
to the United States, and was known for the next six years 
as "the Territory of the United States Southwest of the 
Ohio river." When in 1796 the territory was achnitted into 
the Union under the name of Tennessee, Mr. Sevier was 
elected governor and served until 1801. He was again elected 
governor in 1803, and reflected for three successive terms; 
was elected to Congress in 181 1; re-elected in 181 3 and again 
in 1815, but died before he took his seat for the third term. 
Governor Sevier has been called "The Founder of Tennessee." 
Of all the ilhistriottS names of Tennessee's sons that adorr. 
the pages of history, none stands higher than that of John 
Sevier. The people of the state have erected a monument in 
his honor in the city of Knoxville. .'.ni! tiie connty of Sevier, 
with its county seat of Sevicrville. l- cased m tiie eastern part 
of the state, near the scene of so m;inv of hi^ exploits. l)enrs 
his honored name. His death occurred near Fort Decatur, 
Ala., Sept. 24, 181 5, just one day after he had attained the 
age of three score and ten years. His life was full of events 
of a stirring nature, yet through it all he maintained a spot- 
less name and passed into history as one of the most remark- 
able of American pioneer statesmen. 
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JOHN BELL, a powerful factor in the political history 
of his times, was born of humUe parentage near Nashville, 
Tenn., Feb. 15, 1797. Notwithstatiding the poverty of his 
parents, he succeeded in ao(|uiring a liberal education, grad- 
uating from Cumberland college, now Nashville university, in 
1814. He at once took up the study of law, and when ad- 
mitted to tlie bar, settled at Franklin, Tenn. So suclxv-^-.iuI 
was he in his practice, and so i>t)i)ular with his t'ell« iw-citizens, 
that before he attained to tlie age re<iuired utider ihc consti- 
tution, he was elected to the state senate. Declining a re-elec- 
tton, he resumed the practice of law, and for the next nine 
}-ears applied himself diligently to the work of looking after 
the interests of his clientage. In his first race for Congress, 
in i8j6. Mr. Bdl was persuaded to make the race against 
Felix Grundy, an exceedingly popular man, as well as the 
choice of Andrew Jackson. This exciting contest lasted just 
one year, and resulted in the <lefeat of Mr. (hnndy l)y one vote. 
For fourteen years lie served his district faithfully, taking an 
active part in ail important legislatinu and excelling as a <!e- 
bater. W hile Mr. Bell was. in general politics, in accord with 
both Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun, he had the cour- 
age to vote against the NuUification act and that for the re- 
moval of deposits from the United States bank. Why he voted 
against the rechartering of the United States bank in 1832 
cannot be explained, unless it was because he believed that 
Andrew Jackson would \ eto it. On the question of tariff Mr. 
Jjcll underwent a radical change. PriMi \<> i8^^j. he was bit- 
terly opposed to prntecti'tn. fighting it witii all his might in 
and out of Congress, hut after that date he l>ecame as warm 
an advocate of the principle of protection as he had l>efore 
been an opponent. The fad that he was for a time chairman 
of the judiciary committee and for ten years at the head of 
the committee on Indian affairs proves that he had great 
weight in Congress. Mr. Bell's refusal to vote for the with- 
drawal of deposits frcmi the United States bank caused him 
to withdraw -from the Democrats and to become one of the 
founders of the Whig" party. Tn 1834 he was elected to the 
Speakership of the house, defeating James K. Polk, the Demo- 
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cratic nominee. Mr. Bell was earnest in his opposition to 
\'aii Biiren's policy of removal from ofllce for mere political 
reasons. Notwithstanding his coniplctt- rupture with Antlrcw 
Jackson, in 1835. liis district returned linn to Congress with 
the usual majority. Entering the cabinet of General Har- 
rison as secretary of war, in 1841, he served in that capacity 
until the autumn of that year. His friends now urged htm 
to make the race for the United States senatorship, but he 
declined to do so, preferring to be out of politics for a while. 
While serving as state senator he was elected to the United 
States senate to fill a vacancy, and in 1853 was re-elected for 
the full term, expiring March 4, 1859. He consistent K op- 
posed the Kansas-Nebraska bill, liecause it would admit the 
state under the Lecompton constitution. He favored the com- 
pronuhc measures of 1S50. and well held his own in his de- 
bates on these measures with Stephen A. L)ou.c:Ias. According 
to the arguments of Mr. Bell in the great Lecompton detxite. 
the rejection of the Lecompton constitution would not license 
Southern men to advocate disunion. He advocated the con- 
struction of the Pacific railroad and the donation of public 
lands by Congress for the founding of agricultural colleges. 
In i860 Mr. Bell and Mr. Edward Everett, of Massachusetts, 
were tlie candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency of 
the United States on the "Constitutional Union" ticket. Their 
ticket received the electoral votes of Virginia, Kentucky and 
Teiniessce. After tlic declaration of war Innween the states 
Mr. Bell at first advocated an armed neutrality for his state, 
but s(H>n after, in a speech at Nashville, advocated the sus- 
taining of the South. He died at Cumberland Iron Works, 
Tenn., Sept. 10, i86q. 

UEUT.-GEN. NATHAN BEDFORD FORREST was 
born July 13. 1821, in Bedford County, Tenn. As Senator 
Daniel has said, "What gfenius was in that wonderful man! 
He felt the field as Blind Tom touclie-; the keys of the piano. 
He was not taught at West Point, but he gave lessons to West 
Point." His career was quite as brilliant and devoted in its 
allegiance to duty in j^eace as it was in the conflict of arms. 
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His lather's family had moved from Virginia, lx'fi:>re the Kev- 
ohition. to Nurtli Carolina, where every mcmUcr able to bear 
iirnis at tliut time fought in the cause of independence. Jn 1834 
he moved with his father to Marshall county, Miss., where the 
latter soon died, leaving young Forrest to support the widow 
and family, with no resources other, than a 3mal] hill farm. He 
undertook this work with such devotion and energy that while 
neglecting his own education he provided liberally for that of 
his brothers and sisters, and, going into business at Memphis, 
became able to purchase a large plantation, and at the outbreak 
of the war was one of the wealthiest planters in Tennessee. 
Soon after entering the Confederate service — June 14. 1861 — 
as a private in White's iiKJunted riHes. he obtained authority to 
raise a regiment of cavalry, the e(jui])mcnt of which he pur- 
chased at his private expense at Louisville. With great inge- 
nuity and daring he brought these supplies to Memphis, after 
eluding the Federal authorities and defeating a body of troops 
with a force of seventy-five Kentucky Confederates whom he 
had called to his aid. With his regiment he joined the forces 
at Fort Donclson, and after distinguishing himself in the con- 
flict with the Federals, led his men through the enemy's lines 
wlien surrender was determined upon. Joining Albert Sidney 
Johnston, he was in the h<';it ■ f the fight at Shiloh, and, though 
wounded, refused to leave the held imtil the safety of the army 
was assured. Snbse<iuent1y. the Federals having occupietl Mid- 
dle Tennessee, Cokuiel Forrest made a series of brilliant cav- 
alry movements into that territory that made his name famous 
throughout America. Promoted brigadier-general July 21, 1862, 
he hung upon Buell's flank during the movement into Ken^ 
tudcy, protected Bragg's retreat, and while the army was in 
winter quarters, actively covered the Federal front at Nashville, 
continually doing damage to the enemy. In iHr)^. in an effort 
to l>reak Rosecrans' communication^;, he entered Tennessee with 
less than 1.000 men. captured McMinnville. and surprised the 
garrison of 2.()fio at Mnrfreesboro. cap1nrin<T al) t|ie survi\ors 
of the fight, itRiuding (leneral Crittenden, (ieiicral Streight, 
having started on a caxalry raid to Tviine, (la., was pursued, 
overtaken and so impressed by Forrest's demand for surrender 
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that he turned over his entire command, which was in such dis- 
proportion to their captors that Forrest hud to press into serv- 
ice all the citizens in reach to assist in lorniiny; an a<lc(|uate 
j^uard. Jn ilie t,aeat battle of Oiickamant^a he commanded the 
cavalry «if the right winjj. and wa*: distinguished in the fight, 
but he was so dissatisfied with the incompleteness of this Con- 
federate victory ^at he tendered his resignation. Instead of its 
acceptance, he was promoted major-general and assigned to 
the command of all cavalry in North Mississippi and West 
Tennessee^ and the guardianship of the granary of the Confed- 
eracy. With a small force he entered West Tennessee and 
recruited several thousand liardy vohmteers. which, with some 
veteran troops, he welded into the itnincible body known as 
"Forrest's Cavalry." In P'elmiary. 1864, (ieneral Smith, with 
7.000 niiiinned men. was sent a^^'linst liim, in c(>0|xrration with 
Sherman, ljul was utterly routed al ( Jkolona and Prairie Mound. 
In return. Forrest rode through Tennessee to the Ohio river, 
and captured Fort Pillow, Union City and other posts with their 
garrisons. In June 8,300 Federals under General Sturgis 
entered Mississippi. Forrest had only 3,200 men, but at Brice's 
Crossroads he struck the straggling Federal column at its head, 
crushed that, and then in detail routed successive brigades until 
Sturgis had suffered one of the most humiliating defeats of 
the war, losing all his trains and a third of his men. Gen. A. 
J. Smith renewed the invasion with 14.000 men, but retreated 
after a desperate I):ittle at Harri^huri;, near Tui)elo. Re<'io;ni- 
izing his beaten forces, Smith agaiji a<lvanced with reinforce- 
ments from Memphis, and Forrest \\a< com[>elled to foil the 
enemy by taking half his force and making a sixty-hour ride 
to Memphis, the daring entry of which comi)elled Smith's rapid 
retreat. Then for a time General Forrest made havoc with the 
Federal transportation, garrisons and depots in Tennessee, ex- 
ploits crowned by the capture and destruction of $6,000,000 
worth of the enemy's supplies and a gunboat fleet, at Johnson- 
ville — "a feat of arms," wrote General Sherman, "wliich. T must 
confess, excited my admiration." After the fall of Atlanta, he 
joined Hood at Florence, nnrl fnuq-lit at Franklin and Xash- 
ville. As commander of the rear guard of the retreating Con- 
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federate army. Forrest displayed his most heroic (|ualities, with 
hardly a parallel but the famous deeds of Marshal Ney while 
covering- Napoleon's retreat from Moscow. In February, 1865, 
he was promoted lieutenant-general, and given the duty of 
guarding the frontier from Decatur. Ala., to the Mississippi. 
With a few hundred hastily gathered men, he made his last 
fight at Selma, and on May 9 he laid down his arms. It is 
slated that he was 179 times under fire in the four years, and 
he said: "My provost marshal's books will show that I have 
taken 31,000 prisoners." After the war, he was president of 
the Sclma. Marion & Memphis railroad until 1874. He died 
at Memphis, Oct. 29. 1877. By European authority he is pro- 
nounced the most magnificent cavalry otVicer that America has 
pn Minced. 

HON. JOSIAH PATTERSON 
(deceased) of Memphis. Tenn., at- 
torney and ex-memljer of Congress, 
was lx)rn April 14. 1837, in Morgan 
county. .\Ia. He was of Scotch- 
Irish extraction — his great-grandfath- 
er having come from County Down, 
Ireland, prior to the breaking out of 
the RevoIuti(mar\' war. and settled in 
.\l)l)eville district. S. C. His father, 
.Alexander P.itterson, was a soldier 
throughout that struggle, an<l took 
part in the battles of (iuilford Court House, Eutaw Springs, 
the Cowpens, the siege of Ninety-six and the siege of Sav;uniah. 
He was severely wtninded at the Cowpens. Malconi Patterson, 
the father of Josiah. was lK)rn on his father's farm in South 
Carolina. Dec. 1. 1791. In 1817 he migrate<l to Alabama, and 
located in Morgan county, where he continued to reside until 
his death in February', 1859. He was a fanner in nnxleratc 
circumstances, a strict Presbyterian, a man of much reading and 
intelligence and one greatly honored and respected in the com- 
munity in which he lived. He was married twice, his second 
wife being Mary Deloach, the mother of Josiah. She was the 
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daui^hter of John Deloach* of Huguenot extraction, a well-to-do 
fanner who came from Vii^nia to Tennessee, and afterward 
removed to a plantation near Elytown, Ala., where he died 
about the year 1825. Josiah, while reared under the best 

domestic influences, had only such advantages as were offered 
by the old field schools, until he was ciL^Mitccti vears of age, and 
then for two years he attcnrled the male acadeni) at Somer- 
ville, Ala., where he made considerable progress in mathematics 
and Latin. He then taught scIk^k)! in Marshall county, Miss., 
for a year, and in the meantime read law as the opportunity 
c^ered. In the fall of 1858 he returned iKMne, and having with 
his earnings purdiased the law books used iti the course of 
study at the Lebanon Law school, b^n the study of law in 
earnest, with the aid of an instructor. In April, 1859, he was 
licensed to practice. On Dec. 22, 1859. he was married to 
Josephine Rice, the daughter of Judge (ireen Pryor Rice, of 
Somcrville, .\la. In .\ugiist. t86i, lie volunteered w the Con- 
federate army a> tirsl lieutenant of Company 1 ). l"irst Aiahama 
Cavalry, commanded l»v Ct»l. James 11. Clantim. I'lom Sep- 
tember, 1 86 1, to January. ii<<}2, the regiment was in a camj) 
of instruction at Montgomery, Ala,, where it was thoroughly 
drilled. It then marched to Decatur, and joined the army of 
General Albert Sidney Johnston, then falling back from Bowl- 
ing Green, Ky., to Corinth, Miss. It was in front of the army 
in its movement on Shiloh, and had a severe engagement with 
the outposts of the enemy on Friday evening prior to the battle. 
.'\t the battle of Shiloh. the raiment was on the extreme right 
flank of the Confederate army. It was in the rear of Pren- 
tiss" fiivision at tlie time it surrendered, and late on Sunday 
evening it aihanced to within 300 yards of Pittsl)urg Canding. 
when the Cunfederale army retired for the night. It co\ered 
the rear of the Confederate army when it feii back, on Mumlay 
evening, and remained practically on the fiekl until the follow- 
ing Thursday morning, covering the retreat of the army. It 
participated actively in the siege of Corinth, fell back with the 
army to Tupelo, and at Blackland had a severe encounter with 
the enemy's cavalry. It now became a race between Bragg and 
Budl as to who would first reach Chattanooga. General Bragg 
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detached three companies of cavalry and ordered them into 
N(Mrth Alabama to operate on Buell's communications along the 
Memphis & Charleston railroad, while the main body moved 
via Montgomery. After the hattle oi Shiloh, Lieutenant Pat- 
terson was promoted to the captaincy of his company, and was 
second in command on this ex]>cdili< 'n. The three companies 
hrst located the t-nciny at Russell \ iilf. Ala., where they eiig"a}^e(l 
in a severe and stulili'ini tij^Iit ihicc C(>m[>anies of Federal cav- 
alry. Lieutenant Martin was liere killed, and a number of 
Others killed and wounded. Then the three companies carried 
on active operations until the enemy evacuated North Alabama, 
in September, 1862. They captured two trains, several hundred 
prisoners, a large amount of arms and munitions of war, and. 
by the destruction of the railroad, effectively prevented its oper- 
ation. Ftir these services the three companies were compli" 
mented hy General Bragg in a general order to tlie army. 
After the hattle of f'lTiiith, the F<nirth and Fifth rei^nments of 
Alabama cavalry were orgiuiized, with P. D. Rixldey, colonel of 
the former and Captain Patterson colonel of the latter. Early 
in January, 1863, the two regiments were ordered into Midtlle 
Tennessee, and took position at Chapel Hill—the extreme left 
of General Bragg's army. Here they were inspected and com- 
plimented in a general order for their efficiency and soldierly 
qualities. When Streight started on his raid fnom Corinth to 
Rome, Colonel Roddey was ordered to join General Forrest, 
while Colonel Patterson remained at Chapel Hill. Here his 
regiment was dail\ enjjagcd with the enemy's outiK)Sts, until 
the army fell hack to Cliattanooga, when the regiment was 
ordered to join Ro<Ide\, in .\orth .Alahama. l"po:i reiuniiui^ to 
North Alahama, Colonel Patterson, with his regiment and three 
independent c< 'm])anies, was ordered to make a rai<l from East- 
port, Miss., passing l>etween the Tennessee river and Corinth, 
to the Mobile & Ohio railroad, for the purpose of destroying 
that road, so as to prevent its further operation by the enemy. 
The raid was entirely successful. He burned a number of 
bridges and a long line of trestle-work. The road was not fur- . 
ther operated by the enemy durinu; < war. On this raid 
Colonel Patterson captured about fifty of the enemy, among 
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Others Colonel Kendrick, aiui also nian\' w agon-^. «iuartermaster's 
stores, and munitions nf war sufficient to supply and e^piip a 
regiment. In the ^umnicr of 1803 the regiment, remained in 
Xorth Alabama, ix'casionally l>eing engaged with the cmtposts 
of the enemy annnid Corinth. Alxnit the time the Ixittle of 
Chickamauga was fought, the two regunents were ordered to 
join the main army. On the march up the Tennessee river, it 
was learned that the battle had been fought and the result was 
that Rosecrans* army was penned up in Chattanooga, and was 
without rations. One of the principal sources of supplies of 
this army was Hunt's mill, situated <>ti the Memphis & Charles- 
ton railroad, in Jack.son county, Ala. It w as qiiarded by a con- 
siderable force, which was engaged in hauling corn from the 
surrounding country and grinding it at the rate of some 300 
bushels daily. Colonel I'atterson was ordered to ford the Ten- 
nessee river at what was known as the Tow Hea<l. an<l destroy 
this mill. The attack was made at daylight the next morning. 
The expedition resulted in the destruction of the mill, the cap- 
ture of about 175 of the enemy and of a large number of 
wagons and suj^ies. The toss of the regiment in this ei^ge- 
ment was one killed and four wounded. A few days after- 
ward Colonel Patterson was ordered to take 300 picked men 
from his own regiment and 300 from Roddey's. recross the 
river and destroy the tunnel at Cowan, on the Nashville & 
Chattanooga railroad. He crosscfl the river at Larkin's I'Vrry. 
and marched directly to the tunnel to rind it was guaided l)y 
al)OUt 300 men. The attack was made al^out sinidown, and 
resulted in the mat of the enemy, with a loss of twenty-hve 
prisoners. That night, and until two o'cltKk in the morning, the 
entire force under the command of Colonel Patterson was 
engaged in filling up the three air-shafts with boulders and 
other debris excavated when the tunnel was constructed. The 
work was so effectively done as to delay the passage of train« 
through the tuiuiel for more than a w eek. Colonel Patterson 
then retired in the direction of Huntsville. .\t Buckhorn 

Tavern he encountered a large force of Federal cavalry, which 
had driven deneral Wheeler across the Teiuiessee river. By a 
forcetl march at night this force was evaded, and two days after- 
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ward Colonel I'auerson crossed the TeIlIlc^^t.•e. river at Lainb's 
Ferry. In ilic meantime, Ojlonel Roddey, early in the fall of 
1863, had been appointed brigadier-general, and \V. A. Jack- 
son had become colonel of the Fourth Alabama regiment, which 
made C6tonel Patterson the ranking colonel in the brigade. 
Not long after this, Roddey*s brigade became a division, and 
Colonel Patterson was assigned to the command of the first 
brigade, composed of the I-'ifth and Tenth Alabama cavalry and 
Stnart's Imttalion. In the latter part of Jatntary, 1864, Colonel 
I'atterson was ordered to G'tton ( ".in. Miss., where he went into 
winter f|narters. He remained there three or loin- weeks — 
recrnitin^j his forces, drilling and makini^ ready for the -spring 
canipaigti. In I'ebruary he was orderetl with his brigade to join 
the army at Dalton, Ga. He remained at Dalton until the army 
began to retire to Atlanta, when Roil<ky \- entire command wa.< 
again ordered to North Alabama, where it remained during the 
year. In May he crossed the Tennessee river with the Fifth 
Alabama cavalry and Stuart's battalion and attacked the Thir- 
teenth Illinois infantry at Madison Station, capturing 180 pris- 
oners, 400 stand of arms and a number of wagons with supplies. 
In rccrossing the Tennessee rt\cr. at h'letchcr's Ferry, he wa< 
attacked l>y tlic enemy, but repulsed ilicm, and safely crosseil tlic 
river with his prisoners and captured property. Afterward, at 
the time of the battle of Harrisburg. Miss., he was icft in com- 
mand of North Alabama, with only Stuart's battalion and three 
independent companies. With this force he attacked, in the 
nig^t-time, two regiments of the enemy's cavalry at Brodcs* 
Crossroads. Tlie result was a wild stampede of the enemy, and 
their return to Decatur in detachment.^, many of them on foot, 
and the next day Colonel Patterson's forces picked up about 150 
horses, scattered over the coimtry. Colonel Patterson's com- 
mand was with General Ft»rrest at Athens. Sulphur Trestle and 
Pulaski, in the fall of 1864. and t<^ok an active part in that 
notable expedition. \\'hcn General Wilson, in March. 1865. 
moved out from Fastport, Miss., on his notable raid into Ala- 
bama. Colonel Patterson was in North .Alabama with the Fifth 
Alabama cavalry, watching his movements. He was in front of 
Wilson all the way to Selma. In a night attack, two days 
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before the arrival of the command at Selma, CtMoiiel Patterson 
was thrown from his liorse and severely injured in the left knee. 
The next day lie \\a> with his re^Mmeiit, which, with Lyon's 
Kentucky reginiciit, met W'ilder's bri*j;a(ie at El)tnezcr Church, 
and repulsed it with heavy loss. He was with his command 
at the battle of Selma, but, owing to his wounded knee, was 
unable to escape with his command and was captured. He 
remained a prisoner at Sdma a week. On the first night of 
the march from Selma to Montgomery he made his escape, and 
followed his command back into North Alabama. When he 
returned there he was informed that General Lee had sur- 
rendered. In May, 1865, he surrendered the Fifth Alabama 
cavalry, it being- probably the last organized body of Confederate 
troops to surrender east <>{ the Mississippi river. After the 
war. he again turned his altentii)n to the law, and resumed the 
practice of his profession at Sotnerville, Tciin. In January, 
1867, he located at Florence. Ala., where he entered into part- 
nership with Judge S. C, I'osey, and, after his death, in Decem- 
ber, 1868, with Judge H. C Jones. In March, 1872, he located 
at Memphis, where he formed a partnership with Thomas C. 
Lowe, under the firm name of Patterson & Lowe. In January, 
1876, Col. George Gantt became a member of the firm, which 
became (lantt. Patterson & Lowe until Mr. Lowe's death in 
1878, and thereafter Gantt & Patterson until the death of 
Colonel Gantt, in 1807. Tn 1882 Colonel Patterson went as a 
delegJite to the state convention, and was permanent chairman 
of the convention which nominatefl Gen. William B. Bate for 
governor. At this time the state (lel>t (|uestion was under 
discussion, and in that memorable contest Colonel Patterson 
stood for its just and equitable settlement In 1888 he was a 
candidate for elector of the state at large on the Democratic 
ticket, and made a thorough canvass of the state. In 1890 he 
was a candidate for nomination as governor, and was very 
largely supported by the conservative Dcmrniats of the State, 
but was defeated for the nomination by John P. Buchanan, the 
canflidate of the Farmers' Alliance. Tn the fall of 1890. not- 
withstanding he was not a candidate, his party convention, 
unable to agree upon either of the candidates before it, unani- 
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mously nominated liini for Congress. In 1893 he was again 
nominated and elected, without opposition. When the j^real 
financial panic of 1803 came upon the counlry, CoitKiel Fatter- 
boii took strong gn^und in favor of the rinancial policies of 
Mr. Cleveland, and at the extra st-^siMii of (.'ongress advocated 
the repeal of the purcliasing clause of the Sherman act, and 
blJ<:)ke against the free coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 to i. 
In 1894 he was opposed for Congress by Col. Casey Young — 
Colonel Patterson advocating sound mone>- and Colonel Young 
the free coinage of silver. The contest resulted in many joint 
debates, in which the question was thoroughly discussed from 
the hustings. Cohmel Patterson, at the primary, was nomi- 
nated b\' a large majority, and again elected. He now became a 
central figure in the fHscussion of the currency question, and 
delivered a great many addresses in different parts of tlie coun- 
try. In tlie spring of i8<>5 lie wa'v the principal instrument in 
causing the great sound money cunvcnui>n. which met at Mem- 
phis, and before which Mr. Carlisle deli\ered his tiotable ad- 
dress. After the nomination of Mr. Bryan, in 1896, Colonel 
Patterson at first resolved that he would not be a candidate for 
re-election, but on his return to Memphis from Washington, he 
found a sound money club of more than 2,500 members oigan- 
ized. and demanding his candidacy. In the meantime, Senator 
£. \V. Carmack had announced his candidacy, and stood 
squarely on the Chicago platform. Colonel Patterson an- 
nounced that he would vote for Bryan, but would continue to 
advocate the cause of sound money. TIic c iii^ressional com- 
mittee ordere<l a priniarv to make the n<-)minatioii, but Mr. Car- 
mack and his friends insisted on a convention. I'he result was 
that Colonel Patterson wa.s nominated almo.st unanimously at 
the primar}-, and Mr. Carmack was nominated by a conven- 
tion composed of the Free Silver element of the district. A. 
notable and bitter contest was the result, and on the face of the 
returns Mr. Carmadc was elected by a majority of 360, though 
some of Coloiu'! Patterson's supiH)rters have always maintained 
that he wa<. in point of fact, elected by a good majority. Tie 
wa< the onl\ iX-mocrat entertaining ' i- views, and defending 
the adiliinistration of Mr. Cleveland, who ran that year for Con- 
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gress in the Southern states. On March 4. 1897, he retired 
from Congress, and returned to the practice of h'S profession. 
He took George Gantt, son of his old partner, into the firm 
with him. and continued to practice law under the old firm name 
of (iantt & Patterson until February, 1900. when Mr. Gantt 
died. In 1899 he was appointed by President McKinley to rep- 
resent the Confederacy on the Shiloh Park commission, to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of Col. R. H. L(X)ney. In 
1902 he formed a partnership with S. N. Xeeley and W. B. 
Henderson, under the firm name of Patterson. Xeely & Hen- 
derson, which firm was dissolved by the death of Colonel Pat- 
terson, Feb. 12. 1904. Mrs. Patterson and the three children 
born to their marriage are all living. Malcom Rice Patterson 
is a lawyer, and now a member of Congress from the Memphis 
district: Mar>' Loui.sa is the wife of E. B. LeMaster, a suc- 
cessful business man of Memphis; and Ann Eliza is the wife 
of Dr. Sterling J. Foster, pastor of the South Highland Pres- 
byterian church at Birmingham. Ala. 

JOHN PRESTOX YOUNG, of 
Memphis, Tenn.. judge of the Fif- 
teenth judicial circuit of Tennessee, 
was born April 18. 1847. at Chula- 
homa. Miss. His father. Rev. .\. W. 
Young, was a Presbyterian minister 
of French and Scotch- 1 ri.sh descent, 
and his mother was descende<l from 
the Preston family of Virginia and 
the Hart family of Kentucky. He 
had four ancestors in the Continental 
army, two of whom, .\ndrew Mc- 
Connell. on his father's side, and Nathaniel Hart, on his 
mother's side, were killetl. His maternal grandfather. Ensijjn 
Jt)hn Smith, and great-grandfather, Lieut. Francis Smith, 
.served in the Sixth Virginia regiment of the Continental 
line, and survived the war. When he was twelve years of age 
his parents came to Memphis, where he received his primar)* 
education under tlie private tutorship of his father. He en- 
1 1-8 
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tered the Confederate service in September, 1864, joining Com- 
pany A, Fourth Tennessee iniantry, as a volunteer, but was 
not regularly enlisted, aii<l remained until Nov. 10, 1864, in- 
cluding a brief service ai General iiurdee s headquarters, in the 
Georgia campaign. On Nov. 10, 1864, he was regularly en- 
listed in Company A, Seventh Tetuwssee cavalry, Lieut>G>l. 
W. F. Taylor commanding, and served until the close of the 
war with Forrest, being engaged at Campbellville, Lawrence- 
burg, Lynnville, Columbia, Hardison's Mills, Rally Hill, Hurt's 
Crossroads, Spring Hill, Franklin, the cngag^cments aliout 
Nashville, Lavergne, Murfreeslx)r(). Christiana, Fosterville, 
Warfields, Richland Creek. Ruford, Pulaski, Anthony's Hill and 
Sugar Creek, all in Tennessee, and at Trion. Scottsville and 
Centerville, Ala., and iti numerous minor ^ki^mi';hes. After 
the war, he returned to .Memphis, going thence u> Oxford, 
Miss., where he attended the University ot Mississippi for two 
years. He then studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1872, 
and began practice in Memphis. In 1888 he was elected a 
magistrate of Memphis, and served about fourteen years, doing 
the greater part of the civil business of the city. In Ai:^;ust. 
1902, he was dected to his present place for a term of eight 
years. For some years he has been engaged in writing the 
history of the Anuy of Teimessee. an octavo volume of 600 
pages, which he expects to publish at an early date. Tliis is 
to l)e a poimlar history, thoue^li a critical military history in 
form, inxolving the movements of both the Federals and Con- 
federates, and has received the endorsement of leading military 
men on both sides. It gives secret inside facts of interest, here- 
.tofore unpublished, that will make of it a valuable reference 
book for the future. Judge Young belongs to the Confederate 
Historical association and to Camp 28, United Confederate 
Veterans, the oldest Confederate organization in the Sonth. 
dating back to 1867. Tie is a member and one of the elders 
of the Presbyterian church. Maj. TT. C. Warinncr says of 
Judge Young: "I have known Judge Yount^ since he licgan 
to practice law in Memphis, and found him to 1h.> an elegant 
gentleman, the soul of honor. He was electetl magistrate and 
served with great efficiency and in a way to command the 
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respect and confidence of his fellow-citizens. He is all that 
any man could wish to be. After being a magistrate and in 
the county court for years, he sought the nomination for the 
circuit court, and received it and the election. He makes an 
admirable judge and gives universal satisfaction to the bar 
and litigants. He presides with courtesy, firmness and intel- 
ligence. He has tried a number of important cases, and has 
not often been reversed by the supreme court. There is no 
inducement that would tempt him to do wrong." 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



HUGH McDowell neely, 

president of the Phoeni.x Fire and 
Marine Insurance Company and vice- 
president of the Memphis National 
bank, was born in Madison county, 
Tcnn., his parents being Moses and 
Jane Parks (McDowell) Neely. His 
ancestors came from Scotland in the 
early part of the eighteenth century 
and settled in North Carolina. They 
l)elonged to that sterling and thrifty 
race which has made its mark upon 
every community with which it has been identified. The family 
were Presbyterians. Moses Neely was born in 1799 and died 
in 1887. His wife was lx)rn in 1805 and died in 1886. Both 
were Ixmi and reared near Charlotte, Mecklenburg county, N. 
C., famous in Revolutionary history for the first declaration 
of independence (1775), and were married in 1825. They 
removed to Tennessee in 1833, located in Madison county, and 
in 1839 came to Shelby county and settled near Germantown, 
fifteen miles from Memphis. The family belonged to the pros- 
perous type of planters, and were noted for energy and enter- 
prise, and these traits developed in a large degree in the chil- 
dren of Moses Neely, his descendants of the present generation 
having had markedly honorable and successful careers. Hugh 
M. Neely was reared at the old homestead, his first school being 
one of the old field schools, which commenced at 7 o'clock 
and ended at sundown. He received a good academic educa- 
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lion in the Shelby Male High school, which has been added to 
by a course of reading all through his life that has made him 
a good scholar and a well-read man. He left school at nineteen 
years of age. to engage in planting, hut a year or so after 
bonght an interest in an old and well-esial)lishe(i plant at (ier- 
mantown, Tenn., for the manufacture of cotton gins, under 
the firm name of Trueheart, Woodson & Co. Having but Httle 
medunical knowledge and no praiftice, he fflled the position 
of salesman and collector. This was a successful business while 
it lasted, but the Gvil war put an end to it in 1861, and on 
about June ist of that year, at the request of the military 
authorities at Memphis, the firm engaged iti the manufacture 
of ordnance supplies for the Confederate States army, and 
continued in that line of work till December of the same year, 
at which time the i)lant closed down. It was afterward burned 
and totally destroyed by some Federal troo[)s stationed in the 
neighborhixxl. in iK>!itics a W hig, and of conservative thought, 
he was opi>jsed to secession, but when war was an undoubted 
fact he cast his fortunes with the South, and early in 1862 
enlisted as a private in Company I, Thirty-eighth Tennessee 
infantry. In the reoiganization of the Confederate army, in 
April. 1862, he was elected Hrst lieutenant of his company; and 
in 1863 was made captain. Early in 1864 he was made acting 
assistant adjutant-general of (len. J. C. Carter's brigade. an»l 
so acted until February. 1865, when he was compelled ti> resign 
on account of chronic rheumatism. His regiment fought in 
all of the battles in which the Army of 'Petniosee was engaged, 
among them l)eing Sliiloh. Perry\iIIe, Ky.. Stone River, Chicka- 
mauga. Dalton, alt>ng the way to Atlanta, Joncslxiro, Lovejoy, 
Franklin. Nashville and the retreat to Sugar Creek. At Perry- 
ville he was severely wounded in the shoulder, and still carries 
the ball; was sliglitly wounded twice at Atlanta, on July 22. 
1864, and also at the battle of Franklin. While on leave of 
absence after the battle of Perr>'ville, he w.is capturcl. hut 
escaped the next day. Returning home in the fall of 1805, he 
entered the employ of RnH>k>. .\eely c^- ( "o., of Memplii'^. as a 
clerk. The follow ing year he was admitted as .1 partner ni the 
company, which had been constantly engaged in llie grocery 
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and cotton trade since its organization, and continued in that 
line until Sept. i. 1900, when the firm went into voluntary 
liquidation. It was a successful house <luring all of its career, 
and was regarded as one of the best and strongest mercantile 
concerns in the Southern states. To the business Mr. Xeely 
gave untiring labor, and aided greatly in making it the great 
institution it came to he. In 1876 he was made president of 
the Phtenix Fire and Marine Insurance company; later he was 
made vice-president of the Memphis National Ixink, and in 
1892-93 was its president. He takes part in politics as a citi- 
zen only. He l)elongs to the Presbyterian church and is a 
director in the Young Men's Christian association. Mr. Neely 
was married in August, 1886. to Mrs. Mary B. McCown, and 
in this happy marriage the community was gratified in the addi- 
tion of such a couple to its social life. 

L. W. DUTRO, postmaster at 
Memphis. Teim.. was boni at Taylors- 
villc, ().. Oct. 23. 1857. He received 
his primary education there, supple- 
menting it at Bryant & Stratton's 
college. Zanesville, O., where he grad- 
uated in 1878. S<x>n thereafter he 
went West, securing a position in 
Wyanet. 111., in a dry-goods store, 
where he remained about fifteen 
months, going from there to Fargo, 
X. D.. where he secured a respon- 
sible position as bookkeeper for a large grocery house. His 
next move was to Des Moines. la., securing a position as 
traveling salesman, where he remained four years, then moved 
to Kansas City, Mo., accepting a position there as salesman 
on the road, where he remained until October, 1890. His 
road experience gave him a splendid opportunity to look over 
most of the Middle, Western and Southwestern, as well as the 
Southern states, and when the time came for him to select a 
location, he i)icke<l Memphis as the ideal spot. Here he located, 
and soon started into the dental and surgical supply business. 
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also druggists' sundries, forming the firm of Dutro & Hewitt 
Thdr business has grown until it is now recognized as one of 

the largest in its line in all the South. They employ a num- 
ber of traveling salesmen, and their trade extends over a half- 
dozen states. This Hnn controls t!ie nianufacture of higfh-g^rade 
dental gold and dental instruments, which are sold extensively 
all over the United States and in numerous foreig^n countries. 
Mr. Dutro is one of the most active men in the commercial 
and official life of Memphis. He is president of the Lenox 
Land Company; president. of the Memphis Mining Company, 
engaged in mining lead and zinc at Joplin, Mo.; president of 
the Memphis Tropical Fruit and Rubber Company, engaged in 
raising and shipping tropical fruits, at Bluefields, in Central 
America, home office, Memphis, Tenn. lie was appointed i>ost- 
master by President McKinley in March, 1899, President 
Roosevelt reappointing him in February. 1904. Under both 
McKinlfv and Roosevelt he hui> l>cen the referee in all jx)st- 
office appointments in the tenth oonj^ressional district, Tennes- 
see. As postmaster of iManphis, Mr. Dutro has demonstrated 
executive ability of the highest type and has wrought great 
and lasting improvements in the postal service, and Memphis 
now stands among the first cities of America in the thorough- 
ness of its postal service. Mr. Dutro, though a stanch Repub- 
lican in politics, enjoys the utmost confidence and good-will of 
Republicans and Demncrats alike. His administration of affairs 
of the post-office has been characterized by the most business- 
like meth<ids. and has won for him t!ic arliniration of all classes 
of citizens. To his j)ersistent etfiMiv more than to any other 
source are the people of ^^emphis indebted for the $250,000 
addition to the custom-house and post'oflicc. which is n«»w lieing 
completed and which gives to Memphis one of the finest public 
buildings in the country. Mr. Dutro has been a ddegate to 
every state Repulican convention held in Tennessee since 1894* 
and in 1900 was a district delegate to the national Republican 
convention at Philadelphia, Pa. In 1904 he was elected as 
dd^iate at large from Tennessee to the national Republican 
convention at Chicago, III. 
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SAMUEL T. CARNES. vice-presi- 
dent of the Consolidated Gas and 
Electric Company, of Memphis, Tenn., 
was born in Hardeman ci*unty, of 
tliat state, May 22, 1850. He was 
reared in Memphis, receiving but a 
limited etlucation, consisting of one 
year's schooling before and one after 
the war. At the age of sixteen years 
he entered the employ of the Sav- 
ings Bank of Memphis, as *'runner," 
rising to collection clerk and later to 
individual b<jokkeeper. Leaving the bank in 1868, he l)ecame 
bookkeeper for Copperthwaite, Qiapman & Co., dealers in 
books, stationery, etc. A year or two later he entered the 
employ of the cotton firm of Gage & Fisher. He was next 
employed b\' G. Falls & Co., cotton buyers, but returned to Gage 
& Fisher at the end of one year with an incre.ise in salary. In 
1873 ^^^^ '1^^ ^rm to go into the b<K>k and stationery busi- 
ness for himself, buying out a firm. Unfortunately, the busi- 
ness became badly involved, and within two years he was com- 
pelled to give it up at a loss of some $6,000. He then ac- 
cepted the position of bookkeeper for Hill, Fontaine & Co., 
grocers and cotton factors, in Memphis, at an annual salary of 
$2,500, w'hich was raised in the fall of 1876 tf) $300 a month. 
In July, 1877, he entered the employ of Clark, Johnson & Co., 
cotton factors, as bookkeeper. In the fall of 1878 he secured 
the right from the Bell Telephone Company for an exchange 
in Memphis, and the following year began its construction. 
In 1882 he organized the Memphis Telephone Company, with 
a capital stock of $30,000, sold $25,000 of the stock, and was 
made president and general manager of the company. In 1883 
Mr. Carnes organized an electric light company, under the 
Brush patent, incorporated as the Brush Electric Light and 
Power Company, of Memphis, and was elected president and 
general manager of this company. In 1884 the telephone 
exchange was sold for $100,000. and in 1890 the Brush Light 
Company was consolidated with the Memphis Thompson- 
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Houston Company, as the Memphis Light and Power Com- 
pany, of which Mr. Carncs was the president and general 

manager. This company, in turn, sold out in 1901 to a Xew 
York syndicate and was later consolidated with the Equitable 
Gas Company, of Memphis, which had been purchased by the 
same syndicate, the two being merged into what is now the 
( "1 »!ivMl]il,itt'fl (;as and Electric Company. «>f Memphis, (ieneral 
C ariK's i> iiikTc -ted in numerous enterpfKes, one of them l>eing 
the asphalt indu.siry in Texas. He is no i>uliiician, in the sense 
of aspiring to office, but finds his enjoyment in developing and 
promoting new industries and in the military service of his state. 
In 1874 he became connected wth the Chickasaw Guards, and 
from 1878 to 189 1 was captain of this, the most noted com- 
pany in the United States. When the National Guard law 
Avas passed he was made colonel of the Second regiment. In 
i8«)_' he was made brigiidier-general. and was placed in com- 
mand of the state tri)ops. but resii,MUrl in 1896. General 
Carnes is a Knight Temi)l;ir .Mason and a nK'ml>er of the 
Episcopal church. Gen. A. R. Taylor. wli'> succeeded (ien. 
Carnes as brigadier-general of the state trtjops, said of (ieneral 
Games : **He is a natural commander of n^. I have known 
htm intimalel) for years, and never knew him to be guilty of 
an unjust act or of doing a mean thing. He has been the 
architect of his own fortunes. When the war closed his father 
died, leaving almost nothing; and young Carnes had to leave 
school and go to work. From nothing he has accumulated a 
Inr^^ fortiuie. every dollar of which was honestly acqnire<l. .\s 
a militarv man lie has a s|)lendid record. r;-ini^ in fnc vears 
bv sheer force of merit to the rank of brigadier-general, com- 
manding all the state troops. He was in command for a year 
(1891-9J) in the famous Coal Creek riots, going there without 
in.<;tructions and acting on his own judgment, the results show- 
ing his qualities. He is a man of great personal and moral' 
courage, afraid of nothing but of doing wrong. He is an 
enterprising, progressive business man. and put in the first tele- 
phone exchange in Memphis, one of the first in the country, 
in the face of repeated assurances from other people that it 
would never be of any practical value. He aKso introduced the 
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first electric lights in Memphis, and the fir^ automobile. With 
all his business cares, he is an admirer of and practices the 
manly field sports, and has always been an active mover for 
and a liberal contribtttoT to every public movement." When 

the Spanish wnr came on, General Games, assisted by Co\ ( later 
Brig.-Gen.) Arthur L. Taylor, was tlie hr-t to i»r^ani/e a reg-i- 
ment, the officers of which were all drawn from tlie state militia, 
the captains, lieutenants and majors selected havinsjf all served 
in these capacities in the militia, but a chain of circumstances 
prevented the regiment from being mustered into the Federal 
service. 



ton, where he graduated with honor in 1853. His class em- 
braced a number who afterward 1>ecame prominent, amonjr 
them Col. W. A. Percy, of Mississippi. He entered the law 
department of the same university, and at the completion of the 
ccairse commenced the practice of that profession in his native 
place in partnership with Hon. H. S. Kimball, the first secre- 
tary of the. Republic of Texas, under Houston. On the removal 
of Judge Kimball to Qarksville, Mr. Lee formed a partnership 
with Hon. James E. Rice, the late judge of the circuit court 
of the Dover district. In i860 he removed to Memphis, be- 
coming a member of the law firm of Vollentine & Lee. The 
snspotistnn of the courts during- the war broke up their prac- 
tice. i)ut he contlmied tn make that city his home, and when 
peace came he formed a partnership with Gen. Jame.s R. 




JAMES LEE, president of the Lee 
Line steamers and vice-prc lent of 
the First National bank, of Memi)lns. 
Term., is one of the men who have 
made of Memphis the strong com- 
mercial city she is t^xJay. He was 
lx)m at Duver, near Fort Donelson, 
Stewart county, Tenn., March 8. 
1832. He attended the schools of 
that place until eighteen years of 
age, when he entered the University 
at Nashville, and later went to Prince- 
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Chaimers, whicli lasted until the latter's removal to Mis- 
sissippi, wiien Mr. Lee went into partnership with Maj. II. C. 
Warinner. He continued to practice until 1S77. when he g"ave 
up the law to eng-au^e in the river iransporiatiou business, and 
became in time prc>[)rietor of tlie Lee Line steamers — the larg- 
est steamboat ime on the W'eblern waters — to which he gave 
personal supervision, gaining the title of captain, by which he 
is known at the present time. He is one of those able, col- 
lected, self-possessed men to whom his fellow-citizens naturally 
turn in an emei^;ency for advice and assistance. In conse- 
(jucncc, he has frequently been called upwi to serve the city 
in various capacities, and has discharged every duty in a fear- 
less and conscientious maimer. In January, 1882, while the 
city was a taxiiit^ <Ustrict, he was electofi witliout liis solicita- 
tion a member of the lx>ard of pul)Iic works; in I^ebruary, 
1883. the governor appomU il him a meml)er of the lx)ar(l of 
lire and police commissioners; in January, 1884, he was elected 
vice-president of the board, and he served eight years as vice- 
president of the districft. He is one of the laigest stockholders 
and vice-president of the Commercial^Appeal, the largest news- 
paper in the South, and he also controls one of the largest ice 
plants in the South. He is a member of the Cumberlaiul Pres- 
byterian church. A friend says of him: "Captain Lee has 
won position and f'-rtime by the force of his sterlini;' character 
and intrinsic nu'rit. if such had l^en the l)ent of his ambition, 
liis native ]>'n\eis and educational trainim:::;- fnrnislic<l him with 
all the elements necessary to have rendered him an eminently 
successful man in a public career, but his inclinations have led 
him to give expression to these qualifications in the more re- 
tired walks of private and domestic life. He is a forcible, 
persuasive, fluent and logical speaker, pointing his argument 
with apt illustration, and enforcing it with pithy remarks and 
sound commn sense. His intellect is keen, well-poised and 
penetrating; his ju^metft prompt, discriminating and reliable, 
and hi^ conclusion!? correct and just. lie rm }>r trusted in 
any relation of life, and he knows himself truly who can call 
him iriend." 
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\V. B. MALLORY, head of the 
house of W. B. Malloiy & Sons Co.» 
wholesale grocers of Memphis, Tenn., 
is somelinies referred to as the 
"Father of Greater Memphis." and 
is honored as his sUuidiiig and record 
merit. He was bt^rn in Hanover 
county, Va.. Aug. ii, i-'^jiS- His 
earUer years were spent there, and 
such education as the country schools 
furnished was his, but it was limited 
as compared with the present date. 
Whatever he lacked in that line, however, was amply made up 
in experience and acquired knowledge of the world. Remov- 
ing to Charlottesville, Va., in 1856, he became captain of the 
Monticeno Guards of that place, was with his company at 
IIar].)er's Ferry in tlie John Brown raid, and afterward at the 
execution ot Brown in Charlestown. On April 16, 1861, he 
entered the Confederate service with his company of guards, 
which became Company A, Nineieenth V irginia infantry, and 
served as capftain of the company for one 3rear in die field. He 
was then detached by Secretary of War Randolph as command- 
ant of the post at Charlottesville, where he remained until the 
conflict closed. In October, 1866, he went to Memphis, and in 
1872 he, with the late Albert Harris, established the firm of 
Harris, Mallory & Co., which succeeded the firm" of Harris, 
Cochran C". U|)''n the deat!i <>f Mr. Harris, in 1870, the 
company reorj^am'/ed. W. J. Crawford brranie a partner, tlie 
new firm being known as Malloiy. CrawU.rd & Co., wliich ditl 
a successful business durini];- it- existence. Tn Mav, iSoo. ^Tr. 
Crawford retired and the present corporation was farmed. \V. 
B. Mallory was made president; B. L» Malk>ry, vice-president ; 
H. W. Bailey, secretary and treasurer; C. B."Frazer, manager 
of tiie credit department; and W. W. Mallory, manager of the 
.storage and shipping department. The company carries an 
enormous stock and enjoys a business commensurate there- 
with, which is comtantly increasing. Their salesmen cover the 
entire field known as Memphis territory. Captain Mallory is 
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a live, active business man, and is recognized as one of those 
on whom the people rely w lien an emergency arises that calls 
for action on the part of the best minds of the place. As 
indicative of liis capacity, it is recalled that in 1K98. when the 
(|uestion of extending the corporate limits of Mempliis (at the 
time ct»ntined to an area <>f a little over fonr stjnare miles) 
was before the j)eople. it seemed as if the movement wonld 
fail. The Democratic county committee had refused its en- 
dorsement and an undercurrent had set in, thfCatentng to sweep 
away the entire scheme, as the politicians exercised an influ- 
ence that was almost impossible to overcome, notwithstanding 
the people who paid the taxes were in favor of it. and in 
fpite of the fact that it was deemed an almost imperative neces- 
sity for the well-being of the city, not only as an industrial, 
but as a sanitary and social measure. .\t the critical moment 
Captain Mallory came forward, set potition< in circnlatii>n, 
began the work * (f organizin;^'^ tlie >p'.c. the Cf'inmittec of the 
people being the result. I his committee re])re-ented nearly 
every interest in the city, and it elected an executive committee 
of ten to which was entrusted the active work of the campaign. 
Funds were raised, and representatives sent to the legislature; 
the work of the committee aroused such a sentiment that 
when the question came before the voters it was carried, and 
Greater Memphis became a fact. In recognition of his splendid 
services in that campaign a banquet was given, at which a mas- 
sive silver um of pure Grecian shape, large and beautifully 
emlx)ssed. was given him. Ou one ^ide of tliis is the mont> 
gram "W. B. M." and on the oilier <ide is this in>cription : 
"Presented to W. ?.. Mallory by the C ommittee of the People, 
in commemoration of his services in the creation of Greater 
Memphis — 1898-1899/' In the presentation of this token, a 
number of addresses were made, and the following extract from 
that of A. S. Caldwell will show what his fellow-citizens 
thought of his part in the movement: "Out of all the great 
army which won th^t glorious victory, no one is entitled to 
quite as much credit a*; Captain Mallory. To my mind, he was 
the originator r>t the idea of GrenU r Memphi"^. llea'cn in con- 
vention, his .spirit did not falter, but, with the a.ssistance of one 
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Other, our departed friend, John K. Speetl. lie started the peti- 
tions which endefi in the organization of a phalanx over 4,000 
strong, whose names, published to the world, itisured success. 
The pioneer who blazes the way through the untrodden forest is 
greater than any or all who clear the road for easy travel to 
those who come after. 'Hie one who models the shai>eless clay 
is greater than he who copies with his chisel, out of marble, the 
statue createtl by the master: and so this committee felt that to 
the one first sounded the battle-cry. who first inspired our sleei>- 
ing citizens with the determination to make Memphis what she 
ought to be — to him should be given some slight testimonial of 
its appreciation of his work, and I am sure its action will be 
approved by all the citizens of our beloved city." 




THOMAS J. LATHAM, of Mem- 
phis. Tenn., was born Nov. 22, 1831, 
in \Vasliingtf)n. N. C, but his parents 
came to Tennessee in 1833. where his 
whole life has l>een passed. To bring 
out the place he holds, the publishers 
have drawn liberally on "Keating's 
History of Memphis." No one knew 
Judge Latham more intimately than 
(\»lonel Keating, or was more cri|) d)le 
of presenting him as he knew him, 
and for tint reason it has .seemed 
well til refer to the words of his friend in making up a suit- 
able sketch i>f one of the be?«t-kno\vn men of his city. The 
chief moving force in the development of any city must be 
its men of courage, energy and brains, and among this class 
of men. who in the more doubtful (lays of Memphis, con- 
tributed their full share toward building up the shattered for- 
tunes of the city, none are more entitled to a measure of cre<lit 
than Judge Thomas Jefferson Latham. In any summary of 
the mental and moral forces which, since the war, have made 
the city what it is, and have aided not only in giving it a 
name for business enterprise but business integrity, his labors 
have formed no mean jiirt. He came to Memphis before it 
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had fairly begun to recover from tlie demoralization incident 
to the war, and his earnestness and tireless energy S(X)n made 
him a marked hgiire in the busy life around him; thus in 
many \\a\s liis fortunes became linked inseparably with the 
life and growth of the city and its prosperity. With a thorough 
preparatory education, he entered Western Militaty institute/ 
at Georgetown, Ky., in 1849, graduated in 1852, one oi 
• bis instructors being James G. Blaine. Returning home, he 
studied law at Dresden, was admitted to the bar in 1857 and 
Gcmunenced a successful practice at that place, which was 
continued imtil after the close of the war. Elarly in life he 
exhibited a foiulness fur politic*:, repre<=ented his county on 
the electoral ticket Ik-ioic he had reached his majority, and was 
on each suli>ei|uent <>iie initil the war. His first \otc was cast 
as a Union W hig, the main prmciplcs of which party he en- 
dorsed. He earnestly opposed secession, and during the hos- 
tilities which followed, while unfaltering in his devotion to the 
Union, he had no sympatiiy with much of the war policy of 
the Federal government At the conclusion of the war he 
separated from the body of the Union vote of his state on the 
question of disfranchisement, which he opposed with the enei^ 
characteristic of the man, and presided over the first congres- 
sional district Conservative convention in West Tennessee, at 
Trenton, after the war. Since universal suffrage triumphed 
in Tennessee he has taken no active part in politics, and has 
held to no strict party alignment since the death of the Whig 
party, remaining true to early convictions in favor of a dis* 
criminating protective policy, a national currency, liberal gov- 
ernmental aid to internal improvement and education; but in 
local politics he ignores party lines, being governed solely by 
the fitness of the candidates. In 1866 he removed to Mem- 
phi."!. and after two years' practice was appt^intcd by Chief 
Justice Chnse in January. register of the Unitctl States 

district court in kankriiyitcy, for that congre<<ioii:!l di-^trict, a 
position of great resi>onsil>iHty at the time, re(juiiing much 
legal acumen and a practical turn of mind p)ssessed by few. 
The complicated provisions of the new law and the lack of 
precedenfts in rulings or decisions surrounded the office with 
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perplexities. The results attending bis administration of affairs 
gave convincing proof of his clearness of mind and fairness 
of views, and gained for him the oonhdcnce and esteem of 
the legal fraternity and of all who had business before him. 
In 1870 he was tiic choice of the conservative clement for 
Congress, the press of Meit!q[>liis and many of those in the 
district favorins^ his nomination. When his nomination and 
election seemed ahnost certain, his distaste for political en- 
tanglement led him to refuse the use of his name, and he con- 
gratulates himself upon what he terms his narrow escape. In 
1872 he practically retired from law, his health being im- 
paired; and. the duties of his office no longer ref|uiring all his 
time, he became largely interested in Mempliis enterprises. 
When Memphis was stricken with tlic terrible sieges of fever 
which well-nigh de|HJpulated her in 1878 and 1879. and became 
overwhelmed with debt, the appointment of a receiver became 
necessary. United States Circuit Court Judge John Baxter 
selected Judge Latham for that position. Here, as in every 
place or station which he had been called upon to fill, Jtidge 
Latham acquitted himself with marked credit and earned the 
good opiii! n of every citizen of that stricken city. His clear 
and searcliing report received compliments on all sides, and 
his Inhors did much to settle the many intricate fpu-^tions in 
which tin- rit\- was involved. Pertinent to that trying period 
the following clipj)ing from the Metnf>his Appeal of August, 
1879, is characteristic of the subject of this sketch : 

"One of tlie most public-spirited of our absent citizens has 
been heard from in a very substantial manner. Judge T. J. 
Latham, after sending several contributions, has sent his check 
for a blank sum to Doctor Porter, to be filled for such amount 
as he may need in providing for the fever-stridcen people of 
Memphis. This is not the first time Judge Latham has come to 
the rescue of the city. Some years ago, when a much-needed 
sum of many thousand dollars was required, he ad\anccd it. 
and the city did not ^ett'e it promptly, if at all. Few men. 
after such nn experience, would have acted so nobly." 

Allusion is made in the alv *ve paragraph to the folUiwing in- 
cident in Judge Lathams life, which aptly illustrates his un- 
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bending intej^ity : In 1868, soon atrer making Memphis hi.s 
home, a prf>nus.si>ry note for $20,000 against the city was placed 
in his hands, as attorney, for collection, by a non-resident 
creditor. Tlie desperate financial straits to wliich Memphis was 
reduced by the war, epidemics and the squandering of more 
than $1,000,000 on Nicholson pavements and otherwise is well 
remembered. Judge Latham, then a young attorney, lost no 
time in pressing his suit in the United States court to judgment, 
and execution issued, which he had levietl on every fire engine, 
engine house and other accessible dollar of city property, plac- 
ing hitii just aiiead of luindreds of thoii-^atuls of otiicr debts. 
1 he day of the sale arrived, findiiiQ the cir\ ahsMlutely power- 
less to iire\ent tlie sacrifice of a $100, o<>) worth <.>f property. It 
was known that .Mayor Leftwicu ami Judge K. J. M()rgan, who 
was city attorney, were, in their extremity, importuning Attor- 
ney Latham to p(Jsti>one the sale thirty da) s. Meantime, a syn- 
dicate of three or four had organized to buy the (to be) sacri- 
ficed property. A most exciting scene followed. The syn- 
dicate, knowing that the Mayor and Judge Morgan were then 
urging on Ju<lge Latham postponement of sale, the hour of 
which was at hand, sent in an importunate request to see him 
immediately. Fxcusing himself to the city reprcM-ntatives, 
be met the syndicate outsifle. livery pos^il)le ajipeal lor iiii- 
niediate sale was ni.ade to him. The eiiorniou.>> certain prolit 
was p«)inted out. in winch he was offered an e<prd share to 
allow the sale to proceed. He at once said "no," and, going to 
the United States marshal, directed the sale deferred thirty 
days. When the time expired the city's condition was morcf 
helpless than before, and the syndicate was happy. But the 
sale did not occur. To avoid it. Judge Latham gave his 
own check for the amount, taking ihe note of the city 
witlt such guarantees from the city officials as he thought 
m.iile him secure. .A;? indicated in the above paragraph, 
Ju'lm' I^itham was ten ycirs collecting 75 per cent, of 
hi> money. The foregoing inciilent as to the proposed sale 
furnished the basis of a most Innnorons write-up in the Ei t'ii- 
iiig Ledger at the time, by the late Capt. J. Ilarvcy Mathes, 
the editor of that paper. In 1880 Judge Latham, with four 
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friends, purchased the water works under fureclu.sure sale, just 
after the second yellow lever epidemic liad aroused a spuiL of 
sanitary reform, and in the handling of this system, as its presi- 
dent, he became best known. The suddenly incfttsed demand 
on the water, supply was too great for the machineiy to 
supply, and in the alarm felt on all sides, but few understood 
the utter impossibility of giving anything beyond partial relief 
until new and more i)owerful pumping engines could be in- 
stalled. Amid all the excitement, criminal prosecution and 
savage war waged by the press, his cool clear-headedness 
enabled iiim to keep his eqmiibrium and good temper, defend- 
ing the Company in the courts and pressing with all energy 
the completion of adequate works. By his clear, even-tem- 
pered, but forcible and unanswerable conununications through 
the press and common council, he gained the well-earned repu- 
tation of a clear and forcible writer. Few men could have car- 
ried the company through such an ordeal, overcoming opposi- 
tion and gaining friends through it all. During his busy 
career, Jud.^^c Latham has been identified with the commercial 
life of Memphis in many ways, and at every point he has left 
the impress of his energ}' and excellent judgment. Sliortly 
after the passage of the law, in March, 1887, creating the 
Tennessee Industrial schcK:)l, for the benefit of orphans, and 
heipicss and wayward children, Governor JTaylor appointed 
him a member of the board of that institution, and by the 
board he was chosen president. He is president of the Chidca- 
saw Land Company, president of the New South Coal and 
Mining Company, of Alabama, a director in the South Mem- 
phis Land Company; director in the Memphis National bank, 
and financially interested in numerous otlicr enterprises. He 
is president of and much interested in the Home for Aged 
^fen. After a service of twenty-four years as president of 
the Water Company, the sale of the plant to the city in June. 
1903. gave him the first relief from pressing aetivitir- he had 
enjoyed during his long and busy life. In the preceding nar- 
rative only the main incidents have been mentioned in 
co nn ection with the public career of one whose life has been a 
full one, and nothing said as to his personality and inner life. 
11-4 
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But Utile can Ik.* said when an attempt is nunle to portray the 
character of a niaiiy-sidetl man. for only by contact is it pos- 
sible to know hini. He is a tireless worker, aiid has interwmen 
his life and grow nig mterests into the history of a municipality 
and a commonwealth. He is never idle, his ceaseless activity 
showing in every way and at every point, leaving no time for 
dreams. Every trust and every obligation receives the care it 
deserves. His honesty is of a kind that needs no one to call 
attention to itself. Througliont life he has been a man of the 
most exemplary habits and (leix)rtnietit. In 1871 he 
became a niem1>er of the Lindeti Street Christian church, where 
he holds consistent and active iiu'iiil)ci sliip. and iti which he has 
been an elder for thirty vears. I lis rcHj^ion is the result of the 
clearest and most deliberate convictions. Scholarly in his tastes, 
he is a great reader, and £ven during his most active business 
career he has kept abreast of the best thoughts of the day. He 
is cultured without a trace of pedantry or a thought of imperi- 
onsness. For his friends he has a frank, warm and loyal 
attachment, which is warmly reciprocated. Benevolent and 
kind of heart, he has practiced charity extetiMvely but in an 
unostentatious manner, believing- that well-directed charity 
which aids the needv to <elf-hel]) is the truest kind. In social 
life he is affable and ])leasant. leaNini^ business worries behnid 
when, he enters the i)ortals oi h'>ine. An oj)timist. he is hoiK.'ful 
and lives happily whether at home or out in the busy whirl of 
commercial life. 

The domesftic life of Judge Latham has been singularly 
liappy. He was married, in 1861, to Miss Mary H., daughter 
oT the late Egbert Wooldridge. Their home life has been 
ideal in its congeniality, mutual love and esteem. Mrs. Latham 
is a lady of culture and refinement, a pure-hcarte 1. frank. Chris- 
tian woman, and prominently connected with church an<l char- 
itable work in IMemphis. Her efficient activity in l>ehalf of the 
Forrest monument, now erecting at .Meni|)his. lt-ivc her a wi(le 
and highly favorable reputation with the Sfvnthcrii soldiei> of 
the war between the states. In this sketch of Judge Latham, we 
have aimed to portray him as he is judged by those who know 
him best. We could say more in deserved praise, hut cotitd not 
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say less ami do justice to one whose steadfastness of purpose, 
integrity in business, fidelity to promise and sagacity in all 
enterprises make his name a synonym for all that leads to suc- 
cess in business and good works. 

§GEN. GEORGE W. GORDON, 
superintendent of the public schools, 
of Memphis, Tenn., was born in 
Giles county, of that state, Oct. 5, 
1836. His parents were Andrew and 
J.' Eliza K. Gordon, the former a native 
of Tennessee and the latter of Vir- 
ginia. A portion of his early life was 
spent in the States of Mississippi and 
Texas. His eduaition was acquired 
in the rural private schools and at 
the Western Military institute, at 
Nashville, frwn which he graduated in 1859, the course of 
study there being very similar to that of West Point. He 
adopted the profession of civil engineering, and was in charge 
of a division of the Nashville & Northwcstcni railway (now 
the Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis) until the breaking out 
of the Civil war, when he entered the military service of his 
state as drill master of the Eleventh infantry regiment, at Camp 
Cheatham, in Robertson county, in June, 1861. When the 
state troops were transferred to the Confederate service he was 
captain of Company I, afterward elected lieutenant-colonel, and 
later appointed colonel of the Eleventh infantry regiment, and 
ir 1864 he was promoted to the rank of brigadier-general. In 
September, 1862. he was captured near Tazewell, Tenn., and 
held a prisoner for ab<iut a week. At Murfreeslx>ro he was 
severely wounded and captured, being held a prisoner this 
time until May. 1863. at Camp Chase. Ohio, and Fort Dela- 
ware, Del. Rejoining his regiment in May of th.it year, he 
fought at Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge, and in iS>64 
at Resaca, and in nearly all the engagements from Dalton to 
Atlanta, then to Peach Tree Creek. Sugar Creek. Jonesboro. 
Ga.. and in all the battles participated in by his command. 
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except Bentonville, N. C. At the battle of Franklin, Tenn., on 
the last day of November, 1864, General Gordon was cap- 
tured a third time and held as a prisoner at Fort Warren, in 
Boston harbor, until Aug. 22, 1805, or lor alx^ut four niDiith.^ 
after the close of the war. After the war he studied law, and 
engaged in the practice of that profession in Pulaski and Mem- 
phis, Tenn. From 1875 to 1878, he was attoraQr-gencral of a 
criminal court in Shelby county, Tenn. He was appointed by 
the governor as one of the board of railroad commissi<niers of 
the state, from 1883 to 1885. In the latter year, he was 
appointed h) the secretary of the interior department to a 
position in tiie Indian service and for four years served in the 
country wc->t of the Rocky mountains. Returning to Memphis, 
he resumed the practice of law. and in 1892 was elected super- 
intendent of the pnhlii" schools of that city, and, as an evidence 
of his ability and accepiai)ility to the petiple and the successful 
management of the schools, he has been elected biennially ever 
since by different boards of education. General Gordon has 
few equals as an organizer and disciplinarian. Always on duty, 
looking after the minutest detail, quick to perceive the need 
of the schools, equally quick to suggest the means of supply- 
ing the need, with a tine education and a high firder of execu- 
tive ability, the schools of Mern]i1i s have taken a high j)osition 
in the edticntional world under Ids guiding haiifl. As an 
orator General Gordon is forcible. elo(|nerrt and magnetic. 
He is frctjuently in demand at memorial exercises, on com- 
mencement day in educational itisf itutions, and on Fourth of 
July <jK:casions, because of his well-known ability to say the 
most appropriate thing in the most appropriate way at such 
times. General Gordon is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
the Indqpendent Order of Odd Fellows, C^mp No. 28, United 
Confederate Veterans, of which he is commander; is president 
erf the Confederate Hi.«5torical association; al^ president of the 
State Association of Confederate Bivouacs; is major-general 
commanding the Tennessee division of the Federation of United 
Confederate Veterans, and was chief marshal of the Confed- 
erate reunion parade in June, 190.}. Tie was married, at Rart- 
lett, Tenn., Sept 5, 1876, to Miss Ora .S., a daughter of Con- 
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slantine and Susan A. Paine, but his wife lived only a few 
weeks after the marriage. He was married the second time, at 
Memphis. Dec. 25, 1900, to Miss Mary H. Hannah, daughter 
of James A. and Mattie \V. Hannah. 



WILLIAM MORTIMER I^AN- 
DOLPH, president of the Memphis 
Bar and L;iw Library association, 
twice a candidate for Congress, and 
one of the ablest lawyers of Tennes- 
see, was born June 16, 1837. in the 
_ adjoining county of Fayette. He is a 
f son of Rudolph and Lucretia Anne 
((jreene) Randolph, both natives of 
V'irginia, the former of Amelia and 
the latter of Brunswick county. They 
removed to Arkansas about 1839, 
settling near Arkadelphia, but soon returned to Fayette county, 
Tenn., and in 1844 moved to Memphis, Death of children and 
illness in the family caused dissatisfaction, and they returned to 
Arkadelphia. The father died in Novemlwr, 188S. aged eighty- 
four, and the mother died in September, 1904, aged ninety- 
one years. In the early ■boyhood df•^^f^, RaClK^ >^ph there were 
no public schools, an(l bttryo'y'.'iev/ pi^iv/i^e ohes'. so his mother 
taught him to read. Yle •e&rly.zCc^xiu'ed ii hn^if^ ioi reading, and 
read every book that iie could 'Jay Hvs' hanils' oil. Fortunately, 
when about thirteen years of age, he was enabled to attend a 
grammar school for a time, where he had the advantage of 
instruction in English grammar, the value of which am be 
seen in the accurate, clear and easy style of expression, in 
speech and writing, of which he is a master. Lack of funds to 
continue his studies compelled him to leave school at the age 
of sixteen, ami from that time he has been self-taught. He 
had determined to make the law his profession, but he must 
needs earn his living, and he succeeded in getting a position 
in the office of Isaac \V. Smith, then clerk of the county, pro- 
bate and circuit courts of Oark county and also recorder of 
deeds. He was given permission to use the books of Harris 
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FlaQigan, a prominent lawyer of Arkadelphia, afterward gov- 
ernor of Arkansas. Entering the c^ce in August, 1854, he 
remained two years, performing' most of the work of the 

office himself, Ixxomingf thoroughly familiar with legal forms, 
including deeds of conveyance, wilis. mortgages, contracts, etc.. 
and gaining great insight niio court matters. When the courts 
were in session he kept the minutes, swore the jurors and wit- 
nesses, received verdicts, and observed all tliat was said and 
done in the suits. At the end of two years he concluded to 
take up the study of faw in an office, and made application to 
A. H. Garland, afterward attorney-general of the United 
States, for permission to enter his office. Garland was about 
to intive to Little Rock, having formed a partnership with 
Ebenezer Cummins, of that i)lace. They gave the young man 
a place in their office at Little Rock, where he hecanie an 
inmate of Garland's home, and remained there for four yeirs, 
during which time he was entrusted with much of the (irm's 
vvt)rk. When, in March, 1857, Mr. Cummins .suddenly died. 
Mr. Garland, finding himself at the age of twenty-six years in 
sole charge of a large practice scattered alt over the state, 
decided that Mr. Randolph should become his partner. The 
young man pursued his studies to such purpose that he was 
admitted to tbc* ^«fr^ i}e was. of ^ge, and was at once 
made a partner of nis.^ployer!* -This association lasted until 
the war closed ; tfi c ; |<5iti^ :hj:<3^l. ..Mc. Garland opposed for 
a long time \he Meit.-TiTi-: jeressiotl* -TnU when the events of 
April. i86r. br<nii,'"lit matters to rt rrisi^, lie strxul by his state, 
was sent as a menil>cr of the l)rovl-^ioIlaI C uigress at Mont- 
gomery, later to the pertnanent C'ongress at Kiclimond, and 
still later to the senate. Mr. Randolph was an ardent sup- 
porter of the Southern cause, but a constitutional disability 
compelled him to forego his desire to enter the army, his physi« 
cian forbidding him taking such a step. He declined to make 
any explanation or to say anything as to his reasons for not 
following the example of his friends and entering the service, 
ignored the criticisiiT^ ma<le upon his course, knowing himself 
to Ik" a friend of the South who was ready to do all in his 
power for that cause. In December, 186 1, Mr. Garland secured 
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his appointment as the G>nfederate States district attorney for 
the eastern district of Arkansas, which positicm he filled until 
September, l863» when the occupation of that part of the state 
by the Federal forces compelled hiih to suspend the functions 
of his court, and he went to the southern part of the state, 
where lie remained until early in the year 1864. Assured by 
the Federal commander that lie would not l)e molest eti. lie 
returned to Little Rock antl rcsiijned his co^l^ll>^ion. as he had 
become convinced that it was only a matter of time when the 
Union would be restored. He met with kindly reception and 
considerate treatment from the civil and military authorities, 
and, being without means of livelihood, resolved to resume the 
practice of law. The disorganized condition of the state gov- 
ernment, the condition of business generally, and the death of 
his little son in Jinic. 1864, which depressed him, led him to 
move to Memphis about the close of the war, and he has made 
that city his home ever since. Excluded from votinsT by an act 
passetl by the Icj^^islaturc, he ti "ok little part in jjolitics for 
some years. He was fmii) i.Sfx; to 1874 city attorney of Mem- 
phis, and. havinj^ allied himself with the Republican party, he 
was twice the nominee of that party for Congress, and in 1884, 
against his earnest protest, his name was again presented to 
the convention, Hon. Zach. Taylor being the successful nomi- 
nee and candidate by a few votes. Without flattery, Mr. Ran- 
dolph may be said to be among the first lawyers in the state, 
and is so recognized by the courts and members of the l>ar. 
With an apparent austerity of manner an absence of sociabil- 
ity and reserve of expression, some think him indiffevent. But 
this is more an outgrowth of his habit of exclusive self-reliance 
and somewhat .stxriusive methods of thon,^ht an<1 lal>or. Behind 
the apparent mask of coldness are courteousness and kindness 
of spirit unsuspected by those who meet him only in the legal 
arena or in his professional capacity. He is a kind-hearted 
friend and a charitable. Christian geirtleman. Physically, he is 
striking in appearance, of great height, erect bearing, and 
serious and dignified in manner. Almost a purist in language, 
dignified in private conversation, indulging in no fanciful ideas 
or rhetoric, poetry or figure of speech, he presents his cause 
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with sound argunieiU and logical se(iuence, his words and man- 
ner being convincing to all who hear him. Memphis has no 
more honorable or useful citizen, nor one more conspicuous in 
its local history. Just prior to the opening of the Civil war, 
Mr. Randolph was married to Miss Rebecca Ellen Wassell, 
daughter of the late John Wassell, of Little Rock. 



and Trust Company and vice-president of the Broadway Coal 
and Ice Company. He was born at Eastwood, Canada, in 
i860, and reared and educated in that province. At the age 
of eighteen he entered the Molsons txmk. at Montreal, as junior 
clerk, and in the course of five years he was appointed man- 
ager of the St. Thomas branch of the bank, being at the time 
the youngest manager in charge of any of the branches of that 
institution. lie came to Little Rock, Ark., and accepted a 
position with the Little Rock Oil and Compress Company, of 
which company he was the secretary and treasurer for five 
years. He then took service with the Southern Cotton Oil 
Company as manager of its Little Rock plant, and in 1892 the 
mill in Memphis was added to his jurisdiction, when his duties 
were considerably increased. The company built another mill 
at Newport, Ark., in 1898. which was also put under Mr. 
Johnson's management, and in that year he removed to Mem- 
phis, the better to conduct the affairs of his company, which 
have prospered greatly under his direction. His bent is for 
business, and he takes but little interest in politics. On Jan. 19, 




HARRY P. JOHNSON, district 
manager of the Southern Cotton Oil 
Company and president of the Mem- 
phis Merchants' Exchange, is a Cana- 
dian by birth, but came to the United 
States in 1883. He is a man of ster- 
ling qualities, and stands high in the 
esteem of all who know .him. In ad- 
dition to his position as the manager 
of the affairs of the company men- 
tioned, he is a director in the State 
National bank, the Home Finance 
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1905, Mr. Johnson was elected to the presidency of the Mem- 
phis Merchants' Exchange. He belongs to the Episcopal 
churcli. Speaking of Mr. Johnson, M. S. Buckingham, presi- 
dent of the State National bank, says: "Under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Johnson, the Tennessee club is in a flourishing 
condition. He has reformed it in manv ways. He is consid- 
ered an able man in the oil business, and as a business man 
stands high. He has a host of friends, who all admire him." 

C. B. GALLOWAY, of Memphis. 
Tenn., was born and educated at 
IVinceton, N. J. At the age of 
twenty-one years he secured a posi- 
tion in the Gayoso hotel, and has been 
engaged in the hotel business since 
that time. He is at present manager 
of the Pealxxly hotel, of Memphis. 

L. LEHMAN, an attorney at Memphis. Tenn., is a native 
of Ohio, having l>een born in Cincinnati, March 21, 1842. He 
lived there until he attained his majority, and received a high 
school education in that city. He took up the study of law, 
and in 1863 graduated from the Cincinnati Law school. 
Memphis proving an attraction to the young man, he went 
there the same year and opened an office for tlie practice of tiis 
chosen profession. In 1865 he became a member of the law 
firm of Herron, Randolph & Lehman, which continued until 
1867, when he retired from the partnership and practiced alone 
until 1870. when he formed a partnership with his brother. E. 
Lehman, which continues to the present time. In 1892 the 
subject of this sketch took the place of Judge Turney on the 
supreme bench at Jackson. Tenn.. for six months, Ijeing 
selected because of his well-known ability. He is one of the 
leaders of his profession, not only in Memphis, but in the state, 
and enjoys a lucrative practice. He is vice-president of the 
Memphis Bar and Law Library association at the present time. 
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and the senior ineniljer of the firm of Lehman & Lehman. 
PoHtically a Democrat, he is prominent in the councils of that 
party, and has l)een a meml>er of the delegation fn>ni Memphis 
to various state conventions, lie is alst^ a prominent memljer 
of the Masonic order, in which he takes great interest. 

HIRAM CAMPBELL WARIN- 
NER, one of the able attorneys of 
Memphis, Tenn., was born in Ray 
county, Mo., in which state he . re- 
ceived his primary education, attend- 
ing Richmond college, in his native 
county. He graduated from Bethany 
college, now in West Virginia, in 
iS^)0. with the second honors of his 
class, delivering the Latin salutatory. 
On March 27, 1861, he enlisted as a 
private in Capt. B. A. Rives' com- 
pany, which short!) after l>ecame Company ,\ of Col, B, A. 
Rives' regiment of cavalry. Misstmri State Guards. The fol- 
lowing ()ct(>l)er he was transferred to the Clark battery, then 
known as the **Boy Battery," and was ma<le sergeant of one 
of the gims. Here he served until r)eceml>er. when, his time 
having expired, he re-enlisted for the war in the Confederate 
service, and served until May. 1865, in this l)atteni', which was 
called the King battery after the death of Captain Clark on the 
battlefield of Elkln>rn Tavern. While under General IVice, in 
the Trans-Mississippi dejxirtment, he t<H)k part in the Ixittles 
at Carthage. Wilson's Creek. Dry- Wootl, Fort Scott. I>exing- 
ton and Elkhom Tavern or Pea Ridge. Moving with Gen. 
Price's command to the eastern side of the Mi.ssissippi river, 
he was promoted to a lieutenancy in the batterv', and partici- 
pated in the battles at Iiika. Corinth and other p<3ints. In Jan- 
uary, 1863, at the re(|uest of Ma j. -Gen. \'an Dorn. the battery 
was made a battery of horse artillery, and attached to the 
division of Brig.-Gen. W. H. Jackson, of Gen. \'an Dom's 
cavalr\' corps of Gen. Rragg's army, the coq)s of Gen. Van 
Dom Ijeing comf>osed of the divisions of Gen. Jackson and 
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Gen. Forrest He was engaged in numerous bottles and out- 
post affairs about Colunihia. Spring Hill and Franklin, Temi. 
In May, 1863, Gen. Jackson's division, with the battery, re- 
ported to Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, who was then engaged in 
efforts to relieve V'icksburg, Miss. As a lieutenant in com- 
mand 01 a section of his battery, he participated in Gen. John- 
ston's Mississippi campaign, and the battery was fre<iuently 
engaged around Jackson, Yazoo City, along Big Black river, 
and at other points in Mississippi. After this cam^>aign tlie 
battery accompanied Gen.' Polk's corps to Georgia, aiKl partici- 
pated in tiie various battles of the Georgia campaign, embrac- 
ing New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain and the engage* 
ments around Atlanta, and ending with I^vejoy's Station and 
Joneaboro. Gen. Hood having succeeded Gen. Johnston in the 
command of the Army of Teimessee. the battery entered u\nm 
Gen. Ho<Krs marcli into Tennessee, serving a part of the time 
with his advance guard and a part of the time with his rear 
guard, and proceeded as far as Rome. Ga.. tigliting on the 
road. Wlnle engaged at or near Rome, it became painfully evi- 
dent that the guns had become worn out by constant service, 
and the battery was ordered to a point near Talladega, Ala., 
to await the arrival of new guns. The delay thus occasioned 
prevented the battery from participating in Hood's Tennessee 
campaign. It was soon ordered from Talladega to Macon, 
Miss., where its new guns were received. For a time it was 
engfaged, along with other troops, in meeting raids directed at 
the Mobile & Ohio railroad, embracing the one at Egypt .Sta- 
tion, and finally, by order, reported to Maj.-Gen. D. H. Maury 
at Mobile. Ala. About February. 1865. it was ordered to re- 
port at Verona, Miss., to Gen. Forrest, and from that time 
until the surrender of the Confederate armies it served with 
Gen. Forrest's command, and was paroled with it at Gaines- 
ville, Ala., about May 10, 1865. 

In December, 1865, shortly after the conclusion of the war. 
Lieutenant Warinner located at Memphis. Tenn., and, prose- 
cuting the study of law with diligence, was admitted to the bar 
in the latter part of 1866. and became a member of the legal 
firm of Chalmers, Lee & Warinner. He has practiced law 
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there ever since with great distinction and success. He is the 
recognized leader of the Memphis bar in all cases appertaining 
to admiralty and maritime law and jurisdiction, ranks among 
the first in all other branches of the law, except the criminal, 
which he does not practice; and morally, socially and intellec- 
tually occupies a most honorable and prominent position in his 
city and in his profession. Politically, he is a Dennxrat. but 
has always declined political preferment, and, in the main, 
limits his party service to the act of voting. Religiously, his 
sympathies and beliefs are with the Christian church, though 
not formally connected with it. His paternal ancestors came 
from England about the year 1630. one branch locating in 
Buckingham county, Va., from which he descends. His pater- 
nal grandfather moved from that state to Kentucky alxjut the 
vear 1800. IHs father was a native of Kcntuckv, but removed 
from that state to Ray county, Mo., about the year 1839. 

HENRY CRAFT (deceased), who 
was in his dav one of the most enii- 
ncnt lawyers of Tennessee, was born 
at Mille<lgeville, Ga., April 8. 1823. 
i)f Welsh ancestry on the paternal 
side, his grandfather Ix^ing one of the 
early settlers oti the eastern shore 
of Maryland. His mother, whose 
maiden name was Mary E. I'itts. was 
a native of North Carolina and was 
of a distinguished family. When 
Henry was about ten years of age 
his parents removed to Macon, Ga.. and a few years later to 
Holly S|)rings, Miss. Being of somewhat delicate health, he 
joinc<l a party of surveyors, after the removal to Mississippi, 
and for two years lived in the wo^xls. where he regained his 
strength and was ever afterward of a robust constitution. He 
was educated at Oglethorpe university, at Millcdgcville. where 
he made an excellent record as a student, owing to his dili- 
gence and his retentive memory. There is now in the posses- 
sion of his son a book which was awarded him as a prize when 
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he was but six years old, for having repeated correctly from 
memory the Songs of Solomon. Always studious, he seldom 
took a vacation, except a day's fishing, a sp'n t of which he was 
ver\- fond, wiien with congenial compannms. After leaving 
college he took up the law, and when about thirty-tive years 
of age he came to Memphis as a member of the law firm of 
Watson & Craft, expecting his partner. Judge J. W. C. Wat- 
son, one of the best lawyers in Mississippi, to remove to Mem- 
phis a little later. This arrangement was never carried out, 
and Mr. Craft became a member of the firm of Kortrecht & 
Craft, his partner being Charles Kortrecht. For many years 
this firm occupied a prominent position in the legal annals of 
Tennessee. As a lawyer, Mr. Craft had few equals in the 
South. He was known all over that section of the country, 
and after the Civil war ho played an important part in the set- 
tlement of many important ca-^cs m owing out of that historic 
conflict. He was never a politician, but by appointment of the 
go\emor he was ma^ one of the three judges constituting 
the commission of arbitration, which was established in relief 
of the supreme court of the state, and upon which he served 
with distinction for one year. Before a court or jury, he was 
always a pleasing speaker, though lacking in many of the little 
graces of the orator. His style was eloquent and forcible, 
carrying to his hearers the conviction that he was master of 
his subject. And he was. Tf an\- of the Memphis lawyers had 
been asked to name the most learned memljcr of the bar, the 
answer would un<iuestionably have been: ''Henry Craft." In 
the higher courts, where he knew he would not be misunder- 
stood, he was considered as able and impressive. The argu- 
ment made by htm before the Tennessee supreme court, at 
Nashville, in what is known as the "100-3 case," has been pro- 
nounced by members of the Tennessee bar who heard it as a 
masterpiece of eloquence and logic. It was made without ref- 
erence to brief, note, or text-book, yet its profound learning 
and eloquent diction excited the wonder and won the admira- 
tion of his hearers. In Mr. Craft's natm'c there was ])erfect 
harmony between mental and moral forces of character. A 
man of strong convictions, his every act was impelled by the 
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h\i^Uest sense of duty. Sentimental without I)eing impractical : 
unln-nding in his reh^ons t'aiih without being Pharisaical ; 
n:onil and ni)ri,i^ht without l)eing Puritanical, he was "a man 
among men." ilis friends knew him to Ix; courageous and 
sincere, and they loved him for his courage and sincerity. Mr. 
' Craft was married, in 1856, to Miss Ella D. Boddie, a daugh* 
ter of Elijah Boddie. of Sumner county, Tenn., and to this 
marriage were bom six children, three of whom are living. 

HENRY CRAFT, one of the prominent attorneys of Mem- 
phis. Tenn., is a son of Henry and F.lla D. ( B< xldie ) Craft, and 
was lK>rn in the city where he now rcMdo. reb. 5, iH<>(:). He 
mluTited much of his taste and lalcnt> fr^r the law from hi- 
illustrious father, and was for several years asstx'iated with 
him in practice under the firm name of Craft & Craft, which 
firm was dissolved by the death of his father, June 24, 1894. 
Since then he has formed no new association, but has continued 
to enjoy a very fine law practice. His father was well known, 
practicing in all the state and Federal courts, and the son is 
one of the ablest attorneys at the Tennessee bar, having in 
recent years been connected with many nf the most importaiu 
cases before the courts of W estern Temiessee. He has a lari^e 
corjx (ration clientage, and enjoys the rc]nitation of possessing 
.s<jnnd business ju<lgment as well as accurate let^'al and profes- 
sional learning. As a result of this happy combination t>f 
attributes, he has not only attained eminence at the bar, but 
has accuftiulated sufficient fortune to make him an important 
fadtor in a number of business enterprises. Mr. Cr^ft has no 
political aspirations, preferring the more congenial labor of his 
noble profession. In liis tastes he is domestic, fond of the 
country and of those things |x;rtaining to a simple OHintry 
life. He is a well-rounded, well-balanced character — one of 
those who can Ite positive without l>eing oflfensive — thus com- 
manding the respect and wiiming the good w ill i-f all his 
ac(|naintauces. It is predicted that he will stand at the head 
of the Memphis bar, a pc^sition which was for many years 
unanimously accorded to his honored father. Mr. Craft was 
married, in 1891, to Margaret Emma Galloway, daughter of 
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C. B. Galloway, of Memphis, and to this union have been lx>ni 
four children : Charlotte O.. Margaret E., Henry and Ellen 

D. It is Mr. Craft's ambition that his son Henn,\ now five 
years of age. may live to l)e a lawyer, thus making the third 
attorney of the name. 

JAMES H. M ALONE, a well- 
known attorney, of Memphis, Tenn., 
was born in Limestone county, Ala., 
in ()ctol>er. 1851. Eight years later 
his parents moved to DeSoto county, 
Miss., thirteen miles from Memphis, 
where he was reared anil where he 
received the rudiments of his educa- 
tion. In 1872 he graduated from the 
law department of Cumberland univer- 
sity, and came to Memphis, where he 
oi)ened an office a year later, and has 
since practiced law in that city. r\)r twenty-eight years he 
has occupietl the same office. His brother, Walter Malone, 
became his partner in 1887. Mr. Malone has always taken 
great interest in politics — not for himself, but for others. He 
was a leader in the movement for a constitutional convention 
in Tennessee, which was submitted to a |x»pular vote in 1897, 
and, though defeatetl, the movement was proiluctive of many 
reforms throughout the state. In 1893 he was the chief 
counsel for Judge Julius J. DuRose in a celebrated impeach- 
ment trial before the state senate, lasting over one month. In 
1894 he was president of the State Bar associati<in. He was 
a candidate for the supreme court in 1901, but was defeated. 
His abilities, both natural and cultivated, entitle him to the 
high distinction which he enjoys as a lawyer. Equipped as 
he is with a keenly balanced and logical mind, and an alert 
perception, he possesses an exr|uisite judgment of rare value 
to one in this profession. But it is not merely in his profes- 
sional capacity that Mr. Malone is especially efficient and con- 
spicuous. He is an astute observer of men and events, and 
absorbs his environment as a plant does the dew. He is in 
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touch with the world's progress and a close investigator of 
advancements in industry and the sciences, as well as in the 
esthetics of life. A man of affairs, he is ever ready to aid in 
the promotion of the welfare of the community of which he 
forms a part. He is a just man, who respects the rights, feel- 
ings, tastes, and even prejudices of others. In this catholic 
spirit he fulfills as nearly as any human can that great com- 
mandment: "Love thy neighlx>r as thyself." But the brightest 
leaf in the chaplct which this man so worthily wears is the one 
which his home life presents. Here, peace and love, the ele- 
ments which charm and sweeten the atmos[)here of home, and 
bring contentment to the struggling masses of the world, are 
household gods. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and observes the tenets of his religion in his conduct 
and in all his dealings and associations with his fellow-men. 



1855. For the tiext three years he taught in the county acad- 
emy, at Rogcrsvillc. and then read law with his brother, Joseph 
B. Heiskell. I)eing admitted to practice in 1S57. lie located 
in Kogersvillc. where he remained until 1861. When the war 
commenced he enlisted in Company K. Nineteenth Tennessee 
Confedcjatc infantry, and served until the end, surrendering at 
Greensboro. N. C. He rose through the grades to the rank 
of colonel. l>eing in command of the regiment when hostilities 
ceased. Among the engagements in which he took part were 
Wild Cat. Barl>oursville, Fishing Creek. Corinth and vicinity, 




CARRTCK WHITE HEISKELL, 
attorney, of Memphis, Tenn., was 
born on a farm in Knox county, 
Teini., ten miles west of Knoxville, 
July 25, 1836. He lived there until 
thirteen years of age, attending the 
public schools, and then went to the 
University of Tennessee, at Knoxville, 
where he remained for two years, 
leaving there to enter Maryville col- 
lege, at Maryville. Blount county, 
Tenn., from which he graduated in 
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Vicksburg, Baton Rouge, Chickainauga, IIocxI's retreat to 
Demopolis, Ala., and BentonviUe, N. C. At Chickamauga he 
received a wound in the right foot which kept him out of 
service until December, 1864. when he rejoined his regiment on 
Duck river, Tenn. General Strahl, then Major Hciskell's brig- 
ade commander, in his report of the r»pcratiotis of his brigade 
in the battle uf Chickamauga, says, with regard to the subject 
of this sketch: "Most of the field ofiioers on my right were 
<lismounted by having their horses shot under them, and Major 
Heidcell, of the Nineteenth Tennessee r^ment, a very gallant 
officer, was severely wounded in the foot." After the war, he 
selected Memphis as a field for the renewal of his law prac- 
tice. In 1870 he was elected circuit judge of Shelby county, 
and held the p>sition for eight years. At the close of his term, 
he was selected as city attorney for Memphis, holding the (x^st- 
tion irom 1878 until 1882. and while in that office he defended 
all the taxing district litig;ition in a signally successful manner. 
Retning from the ofHce with an excellent record, he renewed 
general practice, and has followed it continually since. Judge 
Hetskell is a member and elder of the Second Presb3rterian 
church, of Memphis. Col. Jostah Patterson, a brother attcH-ney 
of the Memphis bar, says of him: "Judge Heiskelt was bom 
in Eastern Tennessee, where his father was an old and hon- 
ored citizen. .Wxmt the time Judge Heiskell finished his edu- 
cation, the war broke out. and lie entered the Confederate serv- 
ice. He rose by force of merit to the rank <>f colonel, and 
was conspicuous throughout the war lor gallantry. At the 
dose, he located at Memphis and commenced the j)ractice of 
law. After the adoption of the con.stitutii >n of 1870. he lx*came 
a candidate for circuit judge and was elected, serving eight 
years and giving great satisfaction to the bar and to the com- 
munit^r. He has always sustained a reputation for decided 
force of character, unalterable in his convictions, and never 
hesitating to give expression thereta He never trims on any 
proposition, and is always forceful and direct in all his 
methods." 
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KT. REV. THOMAS FRANK 
(iAILOR. bishop of the diocese of 
rennessec, with Memphis as his of- 
ficial residence, was born in Jackson. 
Miss.. Sept. 17, 1856, and is the son 
of Maj. Frank M. and Charlotte 
( MofFett) Gailor. His father was 
lK)rn in Western Xew- York, Nov. 17. 
183,^; moved tf) Mississippi when a 
boy; in 1854 became the editor of a 
paj)er in Jackson ; tliree years later he 
acce|)ted a position on the Memphis 



Avalanche, with which he was connected when the war broke 
out; enlisted in the Confederate service under his friend, (ien. 
William Carroll ; was ap|x>inted captain and assistant c|uar- 
terniaster of the .Seventh regiment in Octr»ber, 1861 ; soon 
after was promoted to the rank of major and made quarter- 
master of CarriilTs brij^ide of Crittenden's division. Upon 
Carroll's retirement, Major Gailor was made quartermaster of 
Wither's division, which p*)sition he held at the time of his 
death at the battle of Perry ville. Oct. 8. 1862. He declined 
at all times to avail himself of the exemption atTordcd by his 
l)ositi()n as (|uartcrmaster. and insisted on pr'>''''? '"^'^ every 
fight. At Shiloh. Ci>rinth and Mmifordville he fought with 
distinguished gallantry. His e.xccutive ability made him in- 
valuable to that department, and it was only by threatening 
to resign that he was allowed to go into the battle at Perry- 
ville. where he was especially conspiciujus o\\ the firing line, 
and it was while leading the successful charge of a regiiuent. 
which he had rallied frf)m disorder, that he was killed, a ball 
passiug through his heart. Major Gailor was married, in 
1855. at Jackson, Miss., to Charlotte ^b)ffett, of a prominent 
Irish family, one of whom, a cousin, is Sir Thomas MofFett, 
president of Queen's college. Galway. Ireland. Of their four 
children, but one. Bishop Gailor, survives the father. Bishop 
Gailor received his early education in Mcmj)his. under such 
men as Dr. Richard Hincs, Prof. A. G. Brown, T. M. S. Rhett 
and Prof. Carey .Anderson, In 187,^ he entered Racine col- 
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lege, Racine, Wis., where the then celebratetl Dr. James 
DeKoven was prcsidetit, and graduated with honors from that 
institution in 1876. The same year he entered the General 
Theological seminary of tlie Episcopal church, in Xcw York 
City, and was graduated from there in 1S70, having won the 
Greek prize and being awarded the degree of Rachelur of 
Sacred Theology. He was ordained deacon by Bishop Quin- 
tard at Columbia, Tenn., the same year, and took charge of 
the Church of Pulaski, where he remained three years. In 
1882 he was elected professor of ecclesiastical history in the 
University of the South, at Sewanee, and was made chaplain 
of the university in the following year. In 1890 he was 
elected vice-chancellor and executive head of the institution, 
to succeed Dr. Telfair Hodgson. Although repeatedly given 
calls from parishes in New York, Chicago and Philadelphia, 
he felt that the cause of higher education in the South made 
it imperative upon him to remain in the lielil in which he has 
passcxl these \ears. In 1892 he was elected Bishop of Georgia, 
but declined to accept it on the ground that the university was 
parsing through a crisis which made it impossible for him to 
leave his post. In 1893 he was elected coadjutor and successor 
to Bishop Quintard of Tennessee. His personal friendship 
and devotion to Bishop Quintard, and the unanimous vote by 
which he was chosen, decided him t') accept, and he was con- 
secrated bishop in July of that year. He moved to Memphis, 
the see-city of the diocese, and has <incc made that hi^ home, 
though spending the summers at Sewanee, where he is near 
the institution he loves so well. Columbia collci^e conferred 
the degree of D. D. upon him in 1892. and he has also received 
similar degrees from Irinity college, of Hartford, Conn., the 
General Theological seminary, New York, and the University 
of the Sodth. Bishop Gailor married Miss Ellen Douglas 
Cunningham, daughter of George W. Cunningham, of Nash- 
ville, Tenn., a distinguished officer of the Confederate army, 
bearing the commission of major, and they have four children. 
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E. ELDRirXiE WRIGHT, inern- 
l)er of the law firm of Wright, Peters 
& Wright, of Memphis, Tenn., was 
hoin in Mobile, Ala., July 25. 1871, 
hut has always resided in Memphis. 
Tetui.. which for generations has been 
the home of the Wright family. Mr, 
Wright comes of distinguished an- 
cestry, being the grandson of Judge 
Archibald Wright, of the supreme 
court of Tennessee, and also of Ad- 
miral Raphael Semmes, C. S. A., who 
resided in Mobile, Ala., while his father, Gov. Luke E. Wright, 
who is the senior member of the firm of Wright, Peters & 
Wright, is at present governor-general of the Philippine 
Islands. 'J he subject of this sketch received his primary edu- 
cation in Memphis, was prepared for college at Bingham's 
school, North Carolina, and entered the academic department 
of the University of Virginia in 1886. After graduating in 
several of the schools of this university. Mr. Wright gradu- 
ated in the law school of the University of V^irginia. with the 
degree of B. L., in 1892, taking the full course in one year, 
which is considered (|uite an honor at that celebrated uni- 
versity. Returning to Memphis, he becmie a memlier of the 
firm of Turley & Wright, the .senior member of which firm 
was Thomas B, Turley. In 1895. Mr. Turley having Ijecomc 
United States senator, the firm of Wright & W'right was 
formed, and later. up«in the departure of Governor Wright for 
the Philip])ines, the firm became W^right, Peters & \Vright. 
Mr. \Vright, upon the declaration of war against Spain, at 
once volunteered, and liecamc second major of the Fourth 
Tennessee, l'. S. V. At the close of hostilities Mr. \Vright 
returned to his i)rofession. and has been eminently successful 
in his practice. He is the general attorney of the Memphis 
Street Railway Company and the Memphis Consolidatecl Gas 
and Electric Company, division counsel for the R<H:k Island 
system, and represents other interests, such as the Memphis 
Artesian Water department, the Cuml)erland Telephone and 
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Telegraph Oniipany, and several insurance companies, while 
during the last few years he has been employed by several of 
the different railroad interests centering in Memphis to repre- 
sent them specially in large cases. Mr. Wright is greatly 
interested in the upbuilding of the South, and especially of the 
territory surrounding Memphis, and to that end has found time 
to fill the duties of president of the Union Land and Improve- 
ment Company, one of the large land companies of the South- 
west. Mr. Wright is a director in the Mercxmtile bank, one of 
the large financial institutions of Memphis, as well as the 
Couivicrcial-Appcal , one of the great newspapers of the Soutli. 
In the social life of Memphis Mr. Wright takes a great inter- 
est, being a meml)er of the Tennessee club, while he is also a 
director of the New Memphis Jockey club. In fraternal circles 
he gives allegiance to the Masons and to the Alpha Kapp.i 
Epsilon college fraternity. In politics. Major Wright is .i 
Democrat. iK'ing at present chairman of the Democratic execu- 
tive committee of Memphis. 

WILLIAM D. ROBERTS, presi- 
dent of the Roberts Cotton Oil Com- 
pany, general manager of the Rich- 
mond Cotton Oil Company, president 
of the Broadway Coal and Ice Com- 
pany ajid the Memphis News Publish- 
ing Company, all of Memphis, Tenn., 
is, as may be imagined, one of the 
busy men of that enterprising city. 
He was born in Dyersburg, Tenn., 
Nov. 12, 1848. He grew to man- 
hood in Dyersburg, where he received 
a comnn)n school education, and at the age of eighteen years, 
he entered the merchandizing and cotton business in that place, 
in comi)any with his father, J. E. Roberts, and was also 
engaged in manufacturing staves at Dyersburg and built an 
oil mill there. He moved to Chattanooga in 1891, and in 1894 
organized the Chattanooga Cotton Oil Company, later known 
as the Richmond Cotton Oil Company. He also built a mill 
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at Qiattanooga. He was the vice-president and general 
manager of the Chattanooga Cotton Oil Company, and when 
it was merged with (or into) tiie Richmond Cotton Oil Com- 
pany Mr. Roberts was made general manager of the new 
corporation. When the company built a mill in Memphis, Mr. 
Roberts went there to look after the interests of the company, 
and has lived there since 1899. The other companies with 
which he is connected have been organized since he became a 
resident of Memphis. Mr. Rol>erts is a business man of 
unusual capacity, as is evidenced by the remarkable success 
which has attended every venture in which he has been inter- 
ested. He is a member of the Cuml)crland Presbyterian 
churcli, the Cotlon exchange and the Merchants* exchange, 
but has no connection with any other organization outside of 
business interests, and does not take any part in politics. 

MARVE B. TREZEVANT, one 
of the leading lawyers of Meiuphis, 
Tenn., was bom in that city, Aug. 28, 
1846. His paternal ancestors were 
Huguenots, who were among the 
early settlers of South Carolina. His 
grandfather and great-grandfather 
were lx»th surgeons in the .American 
army during the Revolutionary war. 
His mother was a Miss Louisa 
Beattie. a native of Virginia. M. B. 
Trczevant received his primary' edu- 
cation in the Memphis schools, and was just about to enter 
the University of Virginia when the Civil war came and 
upset his plans. Like many other patriotic young Southerners, 
he heard the call of duty, and enlisted as a private in Company 
A, Fourth Tennessee infantry. His regiment was musteretl 
into the Confederate service on Aug. 19, 1861, and before the 
close of the year he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
and assigned to duty with a company in the Fortieth Tennes- 
see. He was with his command at Island No. 10 and at Ne%v 
Madrid, in the spring of i86j. When General P<^pe made 
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his descent upon the Confederate encampment, on the night 
of March 3rd, of that year. Lieutenant Trezevant, by liis 
recognition of the voice of Col. O. F. Strahl, of the Fourth 
Tennessee, and his prompt and deci-^ive action, saved the Con- 
federate army from wliat threatened to be a complete annihila- 
tion. After some niotith? a1i>n^' the Mississippi river, with 
only now and then a slight sk!rnii>h, he was transferred to 
the ordnance department at Columbus, Miss. From there he 
was sent to Charleston, S. C, and a little later to the arsenal, 
at Columbia, where he served to the close of the war, and was 
paroled there in April, 1865. Although but nineteen years of 
age when the war closed, his record as a soldier is widiout a 
blemish. If, in his boyish love for his parents, he grew 
homesidc at times, he smothered the feeling and turned his 
face to the enemy, ready to do or die for his cause. After the 
war. he retnnu-d to Memphis and took a position in the office 
of a coal dealer, but after a few ninnths there he became asso- 
ciated with his father in the rea! estate business. Here he con- 
tinued for several years, dc\i>tiiiL,' all his spare time to the 
study of law. In 1870 be was licensed to practice by Chan- 
cellor Smith, with whom he formed a partnership some years 
afterward. Mr. Trezevant soon acquired a reputation for dili- 
gence, carefulness and . ability that gave him an honorable 
standing at the Memphis bar and placed him on the highway 
to professional success. His practice ha- extended to the 
courts of Tennessee, Arkansas and Mississippi, as well as to 
the Federal courts. He hn-; 1 larj^e clicntap^e. and is otic of 
the successful attorneys of ren!ie^<ee and the South. Early 
in his prrifessional life he reali/cd tlie truth ><{ the old adage, 
"There is excellence without great labor." and during his 
entire career he has l>een an unremitting worker. In the body 
politic, he takes a commendable interest in all those things that 
conduce to the public good, and has always preserved an unim- 
peachable name in the law, tn business and in politics. Several 
years ago he was ccmfirmed into the Episcopal church by 
Bishop Quintard, and has become a potent factor in the coun- 
cils of the diocese of Tennessee and a meml^er of the standing 
committee. Mr. Trezevant was married, in 1865. to Miss Sue 
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K. Simmons, of Charleston. S. C, and they have six children 
living. His home life has heen unrufilcd by discords, and. 
hand-in-hand, he and his companion are journeying down life's 
pathway to that green old age where they can enjoy in peace 
and quietude the fruits of their labors in earlier years. 

OWEN LILLY, president and 
manager of the Lilly Carriage Com- 
pany. Mcnii)liis. Tenn., was born near 
F.nniskillen. County Fermanagh, Prov- 
ince of Ulster, Ireland, in 1S37. 
W hile (luite young his parents emi- 
grated to .America, selecting Ten- 
nessee as the objective ix)int for their 
liome, and at the present time arc 
remembered by many of Tennessee's 
oldest citizens as being prominent 
among pioneer Memphians. After re- 
ceiving his school education, being of a decidedly mechanical 
turn of mind, he readily mastered in detail the art of carriage- 
making in its many intricacies, including drawing and drafting 
to a scale. At that time the use of machinery in carriage- 
making was unknown, and the true artisan of such a calling 
was one who perfected himself thoughtfully, and was not a 
mere machine hand. In i86j. after the capture of Afemphis. 
Mr. Lilly joined the Confederate army, and, as there was 
immediate demand for men of mechanical tendencies, he was 
then assigned to the ordnance department. He was paroled at 
Macon. Ga., after the surrender of (jeneral Lee, having served 
with credit, and at the close of hostilities returned to his native 
town to take up his chosen career anew. In 1867 he started 
in the carriage manufacturing Inisiness in a modest way. Pos- 
sessing a thorough knowledge of his business and persevering, 
characteristic tendencies essential for a successful Inisiness 
career, from time to time he has enlarged his manufacturing 
plant, so that today he stands at the head of one of the fore- 
most industries of its kind in the South, and is considereil pre- 
eminent among her most progressive industrial men. With his 
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years of experience in times of peace and war, he has always 
been a strong advocate of the manufacturing industries of his 
section of the country, which, in accordance with his ideas, are 
not pushed with the energy and zeal that would render them 
most effectually beneficial to the Southern people. Mr. Lilly 
has several times been elected vice-president of the National 
Carriage-Makers' association, which position he holds at pres- 
ent, and it is with pleasure that we voice some of the views of 
successful business men of Mr. Lilly's type, who, by their 
knowledge and ability, have contributed so much to the in- 
dustrial growth of the South. 



in the public and private schools of that city, Mr. Gary en- 
listed as a private soldier in Capt. John F. Cameron's com- 
pany, the *'Voung Guard," in April, 1861, and his company 
became a part of the Third Confederate infantry, whose first 
colonel was John S. Marmaduke, afterward a major-general in 
the Confederate service. Mr. Gary was promoted to be junior 
second lieutenant in Capt. Tom Newton's company of this 
same regiment. He was serving in this capacity at the battle 
of Shiloh, and was there seriously wounded, and sent to his 
home, at Memphis, for treatment. As a result of this wound, 
Mr. Cary was in very delicate health for a number of years, 
and did no active military service after that time, being hon- 
orably discharged. In 1866 Mr. Cary formed a partnership 
with John F. Cameron, his old captain, and engaged in the 




IIUNSDON CARY, lawyer, of 
Memphis. Tenn., is a son of Col. Miles 
Cary, a native of Fluvanna county, 
V'a., and his wife, Susan W heatley, 
of Memphis, Tenn. Mr. Gary was 
born on his father's plantation, in 
Marshall county, Miss., on Aug. 3, 
1842. There his father died, in 1843, 
and wiiiie yet an infant Mr. Cary re- 
moved with his mother to Memphis, 
and has resided there continuously 
for more than sixty years. Educated 
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brokerage business for about a year. In 1867, he was ap- 
pointed deputy clerk of the United States district court for the 
district of West Tennessee, and so remained until i.S'm>. having 
charge of the Ixuikruptcy branch of the clerk's ofticc. In 1869 
he secured an appointment as notary public for Shelby county, 
and was appointed by the governors of a numl)er of the states 
as comniissioner of deeds, at Memphis, and for a number of 
years enjoyed a large and lucrative inisiness along these lines. 
While so engaged Mr. Gary took up the study of law in his 
spare moments, and was admitted to the bar in 1885. He 
then began practice as an attorney, and so continued until 
1895, when he was elected cashier tif the German bank, an 
institution having a capital stock of $6oo,0{X). Mr. Cary 
actively participated in tlie management of the Ixmk's affairs 
urUil i8()7. at which time the bank's charter expired, au'l he 
was selected by the board of directors to wind it \\\y. Ik- m >. ju 
resumed his law practice. an<l. liccause of his a[)tiiude and 
capacity in the line of commercial law, has drawn a large 
clientele to himself, and is now the attorney for a number of 
corporations, including three of the Memphis banks. Mr. Cary 
is vigorous and active, though sixty-two years of age, and no 
man in the community enjoys in a higher degree the affection, 
respect and confidence of his fellow-citizens. In May. 1S66. 
Mr. Cary was married to Miss Ellen Preston Rhea, a daughter 
of Matthew Rhea, of Fayette county, Tenn., and his wife, 
M-n \ T-ooney. From this union has sprung a family of four 
children, two sons and two ilaui^liters. One of these sons, 
Rhea Preston Carv. is. like hi- lailier. a lawyer, and now one 
of the most prominent of the younger memlxrrs of the bar in 
Tennessee. Mr. Gary's family enjoys a large share in the 
esteem of the social world at Memphis. Mr. Cary comes from 
the noted Virginia family of that name, and is connected by 
blood with mo^ of the historic families of that old common- 
wealth, including the Jeffersons TTe is a Democrat in politics, 
and a tiKmlier of the Church of the Strangers (Congrega- 
tional), being a deacon in that church. 
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JOHN MANOGLE, president of 
the jNIanogue-Pidgeon Iron Company, 
has been a citizen of Memphis, Tenn., 
for nearly forty years, going there in 
1866 to take a part in the develop- 
ment of the iron and steel industry, 
and making himself a part of Mem- 
l>his from his first introduction to 
the city.. He was born in Ireland, in 
1843. When twelve years of age he 
came to America, and located in Cin- 
cinnati, O. When sixteen years old, 
he entered the employ of the Swift Iron and Steel Company, 
of that city, then one of the largest firms of its kind in the 
West. By strict attention to business, he raised himself to 
positions of trust and honor while yet a young man. He was 
made the company's purchaser, and he never ceased his efforts 
until he had tlioroughly mastered that branch of the business, 
to its smallest detail. When the war broke out, he entered the 
service, returning at the close of hostilities and resuming his 
work with Swift & Co. Foreseeing the p(>ssibilities of the iron 
trade in the South, the company decided to establish several 
branches in that section, and selected Mr. Manogue as the man- 
ager of the Memphis house. With characteristic energy, he 
pushed the business and made a successful establishment of the 
Memphis branch. After seven years* close attention to the 
affairs placed in his hands, Mr. Manogue purchased the in- 
terests of Swift & Co., and continued the business alone until 
1886, when he disposed of the stock .ind interests and de- 
voted four years to travel and to the restoration of his health, 
which had become greatly impaired. In 1890 he formed the 
present company, associating with himself Mr. Pidgeon, who 
had been a valuable employe, and for fourteen years the firm 
has continued to grow and prosper, until it now ranks high 
among the iron concerns of the South, and as one of the solid 
manufacturing enterprises of Memphis. Mr. Manogue has 
g^ven his undivided attention to the growing demands for iron 
products, and has had but little time to devote to i)olitics. 
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which have but small attraction for him beyond the point of 
urgent public interest. 

WILLIAM MACOX SMITH, at- 
torney, of Memphis, Tenn., was born 
near Boydton, Mecklenburg county, 
V'a., May 8, 1830. His father, Rev. 
James Smith, a native of Georgia, 
was a minister of the Methodist 
church. His mother was Martha Ma- 
con, of Warren county, N. C. She 
was a niece of Nathaniel Macon, of 
Xorth Carolina. In 1831 Mr, Smith's 
parents moved to Hayw'ood county, 
Tenn.. where his father died in 1837, 
but his mother lived to a go(xl old age, dying in 1879. He 
was educated in the schools of Haywood and Madison counties, 
and at LaGrange college, Ala., entering the latter institution 
in 1845 graduating in 1848. Returning to Tennessee, he 
studied law with his brother, Tliomas G. Smith, of Browns- 
ville, the county .scat of Haywoo<l county. In 1850 he entered 
the law department of Cumberland university, at Lebanon. 
Tenn., and graduated with the degree of LL. B. in June. 185 r. 
Entering into partnership with his brother, he practiced law at 
Brownsville until i860. In June, 1853, he was elected as a 
Whig to the legislature, being the youngest member of that 
body, and served one term, not seeking a re-election. In Jime. 
i860, he w-ns elected chancellor of the sixth chancery division 
of Tennessee. comiHiscd of the counties of Henry, Weakley, 
Obion, Gibson. Dyer. Lauderdale. Tipton, Fayette and Hay- 
wood, Judge Smith's opponents were Thomas J. Freeman, of 
Gibson county, afterward one of the judges of the supreme 
court of the state; John Somers, of Weakle\' county, then 
chancellor by appointment: John W. Harris, of Fayette county, 
afterward chancellor; S. W. Cochran, of Obion county, and 
T. M. Steele, of Lauderdale county — all able lawyers. Judge 
Smith held the courts until their suspension by the Civil war. 
In 1862 he was offered the appointment of judge of the com- 
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mon law and chancery court at Memphis, by Andrew John* 
son, military g:<->\ernor of the state, but declined it. In 1864 
he was again ottered this appointment and accepted, holding 
it until 1867, when he was appointed chancellor of tlie chancery 
Court. Later he was offered the appointment of judge of the 
supreme court, but declined the nfTicc. In iS(x; he resigned 
the chancellorship and resuiucd liic practice of law in Mem- 
phis. His firm, Smith & Trezevant, is one of the most prom- 
inent in the state. In 1880 Judge Smitii was elected to the 
state senate as a Republican, with which party he is identified, 
and when the legislature met he was the chdce of his party 
as their candidate for the speakership. During the contest for 
United States senator, he re(%ived the votes of the Rqnjblican 
members on several ballots, coming within a few votes of being 
elected. The Democrats held the legislature by a narrow mar- 
gin, having been seriously divided upon the ([uestion of the 
state debt. In 1882 he was the Republican nominee for Con- 
gress in Ihe Memphis district, but was defeated; and in i8«)0 
was nominated as the party's candidate for judge of the su- 
preme court, to fill the vacant caused by the death of Judge 
Folkes. In early life Judge Smith was married to Miss Julia 
Taylor, of Fayette county, who died in 1894. Of the six chi\ 
dren bom to their mamage, but two are livir^, both resi- 
dents of Memphis He subsequently marrietl Miss Mattie 
Rives, who is now his wife. Judge Smith took no part in the 
Civil war, but was oppose<l to secession and continued a Union 
man to the end. Since the war he has l>een a Republican, 
politically, but of lite years has not taken an active put in 
politics. In religion, he is a memlier of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, of Memphis. Col. Josiah Patterson, 
one of the leading lawyers of the Memphis bar, sxys of Judge 
Smith : "When on the bench he gave satisfaction. He is a 
man of high personal honor s|nd integrity, and a lawyer of 
great learning and discrimination. He is ruSt an advocate, but 
a modest, unassuming gfentleman, who enjoys the confidence 
of all, especially the bar in Memphis." 
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JOHX T. FARC. A SOX has been 
a wholesale grocer and cotton factor 
in ^Jemphis, Tenn., since 1859. and 
is one of the substantial citizens of 
the city. lie commenced trade at 
328-330 Front street, and in 1872 
erected the large building at 369 
I'Vont street, extending through to 
Clinton, in which he has since con- 
ducted his business. He is essentially 
a business man, and his trade has 
steadily increased since he opened his 
doors. His house is one of the largest of its kind in the South, 
but he has found time to interest himself in numerous institu- 
tions, tliiancial and industrial, and takes great interest in the 
agricultural possibilities of the state. He is one of the few 
who, ]<K)king back over a long commercial life, can say he 
never had an account passed or a note renewed. His house 
has formed connections all over the cotton country, of which 
Memphis is the center, and the supplies shipped from the im- 
mense warehouse of this firm go to feed an army of people. 
Mr. Fargason has been connected with the National Bank of 
Commerce ever since its organization, in 1873; has been a 
director and is president of that institution. He is the resi- 
dent vice-president of the American Surety Company, of New 
York, a director of several other concerns, and is and has been 
president of the Memphis Trust Company since its organiza- 
tion, in 1892. In addition to his commercial affairs, he is 
heavily interested in real pmjK'rty, owning large plantations in 
Mississippi and Tennessee. C^ne of these is Oover Hill, in 
Mississippi, seventy miles south of Memphis, a cotton planta- 
tion of 5,200 acres. He feels a laudable pride in the perfec- 
tion to which he has brought all the arrangements of this place, 
it returning a profit on the money invested at times when other 
planters are complaining of hard times and no returns, the 
high state of cultivation and system in vogue proving winning 
metho<ls. Some ten miles from Clover Hill is another cotton 
plantation, the Richland place of 3,000 acres, which is con- 
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ducted on the same business principles. But the place in which 
Mr. Fargason tinds special pleasure is the Eylau stock farm, 
2,700 acres in extent, k)cated in Lauderdale county, Tenn., 
fifty-eight miles north of Memphis, on the Illinois Central 
railroad, and devoted exclusively to the breeding of blooded 
Stock. The land is adapted to the growth of grasses and 
grains, and large herds of pure-bred Hereford cattle and fine 
trotting and pacing horses range over the great pastures. 
There is a three-quarter mile training track on the place, one 
of the fastest and best-equipped in the South. The most 
modern improvements and methods have been introduced here, 
and it is a model stock farm in all respects. Mr. Fargason was 
born in Chamlxrrs county. Ala.. Jan. 29, 1835, and was edu- 
cated in the common sch(X)ls of his native place. His father 
was prominent as a planter, and all his ancestors were planters. 
In 1859 he was married to Sarah A. Marsh, of New York 
city, and they had four children: William, now dead; Mary. 
Edward, now dead, and John T.. Jr., the latter of whom is 
interested in many of the enterprises Iniilt up by his father, and 
is an able assistant to his father in the general conduct of 
business. 



HU L. BRIXKLEV, who passed 
away Jan. 7, 1904, in the fulness of 
his years, was one of those men who 
helped to give to Memphis, Tenn., 
ihc proud place wliich she holds in the 
Commercial world. He was bom in 
Davidson county, near Nashville, in 
1842. The same fall his parents re- 
moved to Memphis, where the son 
was educated and piissed his life, ex- 
cept for a few years devoted to 
travel. His primary education was 
fupplemcnted Ijv a course at Charlottesville, Va. Having in- 
herited amjjlc means to enable him to take hold of large enter- 
prises. Mr. P>rinklcy took a large contract, in .1870. for com- 
pleting the Little Rock & Memphis railway, on the line of 
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which there was a gap between Duvall's Bluflf and Briiikley. 
Ark., the latter place being named for liis father. That was 
Mr. Brtnkle/s first venture. It was largely due to his efforts 
that the Memphis, Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf road, as it 
was called at the time, was built into the city. He was a sub- 
scriber to the stock, and in other ways aided in the success of 
the enterprise. lie organized the Belt Line road, which has 
proved very beneficial to the city, interesting the Gould in- 
tercuts in the plan when it seemed it must fail. In 1S94 he 
built the Lyceum theater, in Memphis, and was its controlliiifi 
spirit. He figured prominently but unselfishly in politics in 
his city and state. In 1867 he was elected to the city council, 
and in 1878 was sent to the legislature as an independent, 
favoring the repeal of the Memphis city charter, at the time 
of the city's darkest days, when such a course. proved the solu- 
tion of as intricate a problem as ever vexed a municipality. 
In 1895 he was elected to the senate, and while serving there 
he offered a resolution submitting to the people a vote on the 
question of holding a constitutional convention. The resolu- 
tion carried, but the [)(i>i)le declined to mtc in favor of it. In 
1894 he was api>>inted a menilx'r of the fire and police com- 
mission, of Mempliis. ser\iiig- part of a term, afterward lx.'ing 
twice chosen and serving; until i«><)2. He was a promoter of 
big undertakings. At the time of his death he had it in mind 
to erect a large hotel, at the corner of Second and Court 
streets, and it was his ambition to finally put up ' a "sky- 
scraper" for an office .building, at Madison and Main streets, 
an architect being at work on the plans at the time. For forty 
years he had occupied an office at 38 Madison street, where 
his father in his time conducted a law office. Mr. Brinkley 
was one of a prominent family. His father was R. C Brink- 
ley, and was a prominent attorney of the city for many years. 
He was twice married, the mother of Hii I,. Brinkley heine 
Anne OvertMH. tin- datiqlitcr of Jii<li;e John Overton, the 
founder of Memphis, and lister of the late C"!. lolui (Jverton. 
of Nashville, one of Tennessee's most prominent men. In July. 
1889, Hu L. Brinkley was married to Miss Lucy V. Mosby. 
of Memphis, who die<l the following year. He remained 
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true to her memon% never having remarried. Of him the 
Commercial-Appeal , of Memphis, said: "In the death of Hu 
L. Brinkley. which occurred yesterday, Memphis sustains the 
loss of one of its most pubhc-spirited citizens, his family a 
kind and loving member, and his friends one whose loyalty 
never flagged and whose companionship was delightful at all 
times. He was one of the stanchest champions in the state 
of a constitutional convention, and pFof»b1)r gave more money 
to the campaign of education on that subject than any man in 
the state. Hu L. Brinkley was a large and constant giver to 
charities, both private and public. Money had not made him 
sordid nor chilled the genial currents of his soul. His ear was 
ever attuned to the pleading^ voice of distress, and out of his 
plenty he gave hl)erally His private charities were numerous; 
his larger beneficiaries are the Anne Brinkley home and the 
Lucy Brinkley hospital, the former named for his mother and 
the latter for his wife. His private charities cover an area of 
distress too great to be particularized hei^, but suffice it to 
say that if every heart made glad by the benefactions of Hu 
L. Brinkley could be turned into stone there would be enough 
to erect an enduring monument to his memory. In him there 
was indeed a singular blend of the dreamer and the prac- 
tical man of aflfairs. He had his weaknesses, as other men 
have, but nothing- small or mean could ever be attrilnitcd to 
him. He was hap])y in tlic lo\e of his friends. Sorrow came 
to him, ami he went in s])irit through the Valley of the 
Shadow, but the larger ]ioi)e of which his favorite ix)et speaks 
always visited him in his dark hours and gave him glimpses 
of .the light shining beyond. Firm in the Christian faith, he 
was ready to meet the last summons and pass flirough the 
'Gate of Dreams.' " He was named for Judge H. L. White, 
an unde of his motiier, who was United States senator from 
Tennessee prior to 1836. Judge W hite was the Whig candi- 
date for the presidency in 1836, at the time Van Buren was 
elected. Mr. Brinkley was a memlx-r of the Episcopal church, 
and l>eIonged to the Tennessee club and to the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. 

II-6 
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WEST J. CRAWFORD, president 
of the Commercial Publishing Com- 
pany, of Memphis, Tenn.. was bom 
in Mathson county. Miss., in Novem- 
ber, 1844. He hved in Vicksburg 
until fifteen years of age. attending 
the schools of that city, and prepar- 
ing for the duties of life. When 
alK)ut fifteen his parents removed to 
Memphis, in which city he has since 
livc<l, except during his term of serv- 
ice in the army. In the spring of 
1862 he enlisted in Company A, Fourth Tennessee infantry, 
and .served with his regiment until paroled at Meridian. Miss., 
on May 12, 1865. He was in the engagements at Perry ville, 
Murfreesboro, Chickamauga. Mission Ridge. Resaca. Dalton, 
New Hope, Marietta. Kenesaw Mountain, Pineville, Peach 
Tree Creek, and at Atlanta on July 22, 1864. After the war, 
he returned to Memphis and went into the cotton business, 
and was so cngjiged from 1865 to 1900, rising from cotton 
shipper to one of the most prominent cotton firms in the state. 
He is a director in the Phoenix Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company, of the Merchants' Cotton Press and Storage C<)m- 
pany and the Manhattan Savings Hank and Trust Company. 
From 1885 to 1887 Mr. Crawf(jrd was i)rcsident of the Mem- 
phis Cotton Exchange. 

WILLIAM CARROLL, one of the early governors of Ten- 
nessee, was Ijorn near Pittsburg. Pa.. March 3. 1788. Op- 
portunities to acquire an education in his youthful days were 
somewhat limited, and at the age of twenty-two years, with 
a meager education and a small capital, he went to Nashville, 
where he opened a nail store, the first in Tennessee. Tlie 
undertaking proved a success, and in a comparatively short 
time he was on the high road to prosperity. Young Carroll' 
had a decided inclination toward a militan,- career, and there- 
fore l)ecame a meml)cr of the state militia. f>f which .Andrew 
Jackson, afterward president of the United States, was corn- 
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mander-in-chief. In 1812 Carroll became captain of the Nash« 
ville Uniform Volunteers, and shortly afterward General 

Jackson appointed him brigadier-inspector and a little later 
major of militia. When Jackson was made a general in the 
regular army, in 18 14, Carroll succeeded him as major-general 
X)l the militia. While serving as major he got into a clitTiculty 
with Jesse Benton, rmd the result was a duel, in which Gen- 
eral Jackson acted as Major Carroll's second. Benton was 
wounded, and the affair led to another duel, with Thomas H. 
Benton. This second duel resulted in a coolness between Car* 
roll and Jackson, who had been such warm friends. But when 
Carroll distinguished himself fay his bravery in the Creek war. 
and his gallant conduct in the battle of New Orleans, the old 
amicable relations were renewed, for it was not in "Old 
Hickory V nature to hold malice against a brave and honor- 
able man because of some per.sonal matter. After the war of 
1812 was over. General Carroll became the owner of the first 
steamlx)at e-\cr registered at Xashville. This boat \va- iiamed 
the .ludrcic Jackson, a fitting tribute to his old fncnd and 
comrade in arms. In 182 1 he was elected governor of Ten- 
nessee, and was re-elected in 1823 and again in 1825. Hav- 
ing held the office for three terms, he was ineligible for the 
candidacy in 1827, but two years later he was again elected 
governor, and was again twice re-eletfted, making six terms 
in all that he held the office. In spite of the constitutional 
provisions, he allowed himself to be nominated for a fourth 
term, in 1835, but the people would not endorse such a viola- 
tion of the organic law. and he was flefcated l)v Newton Can- 
non. Dtirintj his administration the state made rapid strides 
forward. Tnipnrtant cliaui,^es were made in tlie judiciary ; a 
court 01 chancery was established; the militia was reorganized 
on a fimier basis; brutal punishments lor petty crimes and mis- 
demeanors were abolished, and a system of state internal im- 
provements was inaugurated. It was during his administra- 
tion that the second constitutional convention was called. Gov- 
ernor Dirroll died March 22, 1844. Carroll county, which 
bears his name, and the inscription on his monument, tell the 
stoiy of his life and character: "As a gentleman he was 
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modest, iiilclligciit, accomplished; as an officer he was ener- 
getic, gallant, daring; and as a statesman he was wise and 
just." 

ALBERT S. CALDW ELL, senior 
meml>er of the firm of Caldwell & 
Smith, investment hankers, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., is one of that city's busy 
men. He was bom in Washington, 
D. C, in 1854. When he was about 
seven years of age his family removed 
to Indianapolis. Ind., where he made 
his home utnil 1882, receiving his 
early education in the public schocjls 
of that city, followed by a course at 
Racine college, graduating from the 
latter institution in 1874. He then tiK)l< up the study of law; 
was admitted to the bar in 1876; commence*! its practice in 
Indianapolis, where he remained until June. 1882: then re- 
moved to Vicksburg. Miss., and engage<l in investment bank- 
ing as a member of the firm of Francis Smith & Co. Tins 
firm's name was sul)se<iuently changed to Francis Smith. Cald- 
well & Co., and was removed to Memphis in January. 1886, and 
was succcedetl by the firm of Caldwell & Smith, which has 
continued in business to the present time. Mr. Caldwell is 
an active man, and has identified himself with a numl>er of 
companies and industries. In 1892 he organized the Delta Cot- 
ton Company, of which he is, and has iK'cn from the first, the 
president and chief stockhoMer. This company has built up 
one of the greatest cotton trades in Memphis, handling in the 
neighlK)rh<K>d of 50.000 bales in" a season. He is president of 
the Rosedale Compress Company, operating at Rosedalc. Miss., 
one of the most complete compress plants in the state. He is 
interested in and vice-president of the Memphis & Arkans<is 
City Packet Company: president of the /Xshley Company, of 
Louisiana, dealing extensively in real estate: is president of 
the Tennessee Granite Brick Company, which manufactures 
sand-lime brick in Memphis. Tenn.; is a director in the Mer- 
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cantile bank, of Menipliis, and the Factors' Insurance Com- 
l)any. 'Hie Ashley Company (limited), of which he is presi- 
dent, owns nearly 70.000 acres of land in Louisiana. Mr. 
Caldwell is individually engaged in cotton growing as well. 
With all these interests in hand, Mr. Caldwell finds time to 
devote to social duties and entertains extensively at his home 
named "Baldaur," one of the largest and most elegant homes 
in the South. He was for some years president of the Ten- 
nessee club, the leading s<xial organization of Memphis, and 
also for some years president of the Country club. He is now 
president of the Memphis Driving Park club, a country club, 
at which are located the golf links. He belongs to no secret 
order, but is a member of the Episcopal church. In politics, 
he is a Democrat, takes an active interest in the welfare of 
his party, and is ever ready to advance the principles which 
that party advocates. 

FRANK GRAHAM JONES, vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Memphis Street Railway Company, 
was born in Genesee county, X. Y., 
in 1858. and received such an educa- 
tion as the public schools aflfordeil 
until 1870. In 1 87 1 he Ijecame a tele- 
graph operator for the Western 
Union Company, at Niles, Mich. In 
1874 he t<H)k a |K>sition as book- 
keeper in a wholesale produce house 
at Osceola, la., and later was a 
partner, being with the firm until 1880. In that year he en- 
gaged as Ijookkecper with the Des Moines. Osceola & Southern 
railroad, later l^ecoming auditor, and was finally appointe<l gen- 
eral freight and jxissenger agent, which jwsition he held until 
1885. AlK)ut that time he became interested in the street rail- 
way system of Burlington, la., and moved there to take charge 
of that property, which he later changed to an electric system. 
In 1893 Mr. Jones purchase<l an interest in the Citizens* Street 
Railway Company, of Memphis, and removed there to take 
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charge of that property. Later the other street railway sys- 
tems of the city were purchased and consoUdatetl, under the 
title of the Memphis Street Railway Company. Tliis system, 
under Mr. Jones' manatjcment, has Ijeen greatly improved, and 
by its liberal public policy has done much to aid in the rapid 
upbuilding of the city and its suburbs, Mr. Jones aftiliates 
with the Presbyterian church. 



office of the county trustee, as cashier, and was employed 
there until 1888, when he was himself elected trustee for two 
years. He was re-elected three times, but resigned in 1898. 
having l)cen elected mayor. In 1902, he was re-elected mayor 
for four years more. Mr, W illiams is the senior member of 
the firm of Williams & Sugarman, life insurance agents. He 
is a genial gentleman, with many warm friends in the opposi- 
tion party who are always for him; he is a Democrat in ixjlitics. 
loyal to his party and friends, and ever ready to do all in his 
power for either. He has Ijeen chairman of the Shelby county 
committee, and has l)een delegatie many times to state and con- 
gressional conventions. He is a Knight Templar, a Noble of 
the Mystic Shrine, an Odd Fellow, Knight of Pythias and an 
Elk. and affiliates with the Presbyterian church. The fol- 
lowing tribute from Mr. Hugh Pettit, coal oil inspector, indi- 
cates his popularity : "We have never had a lietter citizen. 
He has held several important olTiccs. more es[>ecially that of 
trustee, handling funds of millions with never a cent lost, and 




JOSEPH J. WILLIAMS, mayor 
of Memphis. Tenn., was Ix^rn in 
Somerville, Fayette county. Tenn., in 
Sq)teml)er. 1852. He was reared in 
Memphis and received his education 
in the sch(x>ls of that city. Leaving 
sch(M)l at the age of eighteen years, 
he entered a drug store as clerk, and 
remained there for several years, be- 
coming interestetl in the business as a 
partner. In 1874. he Ijccanie a cot- 
ton buyer. In 1880 he entered the 
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is the first man ever elected for a third term i<> that office. 

His personal character was never questioned. He is never vin- 
dictive, is loyal to his friends, and is possessed of great per- 
sonal magnetism." A year after his first election as mayor, 
the following newspaper comment was made of him: "Mr. 
Williams has filled (he otVice of mayor only one year, ;us yet, 
but in thai iinic he has shown himself to be a man of ideas, 
resourceful in the matter of carryingf forward whatever plans 
for the public welfare his fertile mind conceives. Under hts 
administration the new city hospital and the new maricet house 
have been completed, likewise the extensive South Memphis 
sewer system. Tie has inaugurated and completed in an aston* 
ishingly short time the Auction street sewer, the greatest engi- 
neering enterprise ever attempted in Memphis. He has <levised 
and is about to inaugurate a civil service scheme that is cal- 
culated to divorce citv enii)Ii)ycs I'mni local politics. But 
greater than all else, he has conducted successfully the task of 
enlarging the corjjorate limits of this city, is the lirst mayor 
of Greater Memphis, and is now immersed with the labor of 
extending municipal government to the newly acquired terri- 
toiy." 

JAMES DAVIS PORTER, of Paris, Tenn., governor of 
the state from 1875 to 1879, was born in the city where he 

!u>w rcsifles. Dec. 7, 182S. He is a son of Thomas Kennedy 
an<l (leraldine (Horton) Porter, l)olh of whom were of V.ui^- 
lish ancestry'. The first of the I'urter family in Ainerica was 
John rorter, who was Ixtrn at Kemlw 'rth. Warwickshire, 
England, in 1590. He married in ins native land, and in 
1627 came to America. Eleven years later, the first of the 
Horton family also sought a home in the New World. On 
both sides, the ancestors of Governor Porter were participants 
in the war of the Revolution, and Gen. Peter B. Porter was 
a member of President John Qulncy Adams^ cabinet. Dr. 
Thomas K. Porter settled in Paris, in 1823, and there fol- 
lowed his profession with marked success for many years. 
James D. Porter was educated at the University of Xashvillc. 
graduating in 1846. He then studied law, was admitted to 
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the bar, and in 1851 began the practice oi his profession in 
his native town. From 1859 to 1861 he was a member of the 
state legislature, and during the session in the latter year he 
secured the adoption of the celebrated *Torter resolutions/' 
pledging Tennessee to the South in case of war. Upon the 
commencement of hostilities he offered his services to the Con- 
federacy, and was assigned to duty on the staff of General 
Pillow, with licri(lt|uafters at Memphis. By virtue of his of- 
fice, he played an important part in the org^anization of the 
prt)visional army in Teniies'-ce. and when the state trtM>ps were 
tunied over to the C<<n federate government he was made 
assistant adjustant-general, with the rank of captain, on the 
staff of Brig.-Gen. B. F. Cheatham. He served through the 
entire war as a member of General Qieatham's staff, taking 
part in the engagements at Belmont, Shilc^, Chidcamai^, 
Missionary Ridge, the siege of Atlanta, Jones1x>ro, Franklin, 
\ashville and Bentonville. After the surrender, he resumed 
the practice of law at Paris. In 1870 he was a delcgfate to 
the constitutional convention, and the same year was eUntcd 
circuit judge. This otTice he resigned in 1874 to become gov- 
ernor of the state. He was re-elected governor in 1876. and 
in 1880 he was elected president of the Nashville, Chatta- 
nooga & St. Louis railroad, in which ofRoc he continued for 
four years. As a railroad official, his work was characterized 
by the same rare tact and ability as that which marked his ad- 
ministration as governor. Ever since the war Mr. Porter has 
been a prominent figure in Democratic politics. In 1880 he 
was a delegate at large to the national convention, and in 1892 
he was again a dt'legatc and chairman of the Tennessee dele- 
gation. Soon after President Clevelnurs inauguration, in 
J 885, Governor Porter was appointed first assistant secretary 
of state, and held the office until the fall of 1887, when he re- 
signed. In 1894 he was appointed by President Qeveland 
United States minister to Chile, and served in that capacity 
for about two years. He has served as vice-president and is 
now president of the Temiesscc Historical society: f)ne of the 
trustees of the PealwMly Ftmd ; president of the board of trus- 
tees of the University of Nashville, and was the Tennessee 
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editor of the "Confederate Military History." In 1851 he was 
married to Susanna, daughter of (ien. John H. Dunlap, of 
Paris, and they have four children. 



age of twelve years, when he l>egan the battle of life for him- 
self by carrying newsjxijiers, and later was taken into the 
employ of Lehman & Co., as errand boy and general hcli)er. 
He remained with this firm for two years, and then went to 
work as collector for the Morning BuUclin. In i860 he went 
into the ix>st-office as mailing clerk, and on May 15, 1861. he 
entered the Confederate army as a private in Company H, 
Fourth Tennessee infantry, with which he served until the lat- 
ter part of 1863. when he was honorably discharged for phys- 
ical disability. He was in all the fights in which his regiment 
engaged, and was wounded in the left shoulder at Shiloh. He 
remained with the army after his discharge, being for a time 
employed in the post-office at Jackson, Miss. When the war 
closetl, he returned to Memphis and went to work for the 
Memphis Avalanche, taking charge of mail routes. Two years 
later he went into the news business on the railroads, and 
was so employed for four years. Tie had kept his residence 
in Memphis, and on discontinuing his news business he be- 
came a clerk in that city, continuing in that line until 1878. 
when he went to work for the Patterson Transfer Company, 
of which he is now vice-president. By attention to business 
and making the cfMiipany's interest his o\mi, he rose from clerk 




B. K. HENDERSON, vice-mayor 
of Memphis, vice-president of the Gal- 
loway Coal Company, and vice-presi- 
dent of the Patterson Transportation 
Company, is an example of the self- 
made man, illustrating in his life the 
|)ossibilities of the American youth. 
He was bom at Huntingdon. Tenn.. 
in July, 1842. The following year 
his parents remove<l to Memphis. 
Here he was reared, and attended the 
common schools of the citv until the 
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to manager, and finally was elected to his present jx^sition. 
In 1889 the company piircliasetl tlie interests of the (ialloway 
Coal Company, and Mr. llenderson was made i^enc-ral manas^^er, 
and in 1899 became vice-president of l>oth companies, lie 
has been one of the foremost men in Memphis, advancing the 
city's interests; was a member of the board of public works 
for four years, doing much in that position to promote the 
welfare of the municipality. He is an earnest member and 
one of the elders of the Presbyterian church, belong^ to the 
^Tasonic order, and is a prominent member of the United 
Confederate Veterans. 

S. P. READ, prc>ident of the L niun and Planters' bank, of 
Memphis, Tenn., was born in Nelson county, Ky., in 1831. 
Educated in the common schools and St. Joseph's college, at 
Bardstown, in his native state, he began his business career as 
a clerk on a steamboat, the river trade at that time offering 
alluring inducements to young men. After two years on the 
river, he came to Tennessee, first as a clerk in a mercantile 
establishment at Hrownsville. and in iJ^57 lie ttrok a partner- 
ship in the old inercaiitile house itf Str;iftoii. McDavid & Co. 
lie was alsL) asst>ciated, befoic the wai. with the dry-goods 
bouse of Xixun, WckmI & CO., tt>r about two years. In 1867 
Mr. Read organized the People's Insurance Company, and was 
chosen secretary of the organization. This position he held 
for two years, resigning in 1869. to become one of the founders 
of the Union and Planters* bank. He was elected cashier upon 
the organization of the bank, and held that position until 1901. 
when he was electe.j to the presidency. Few more than a third 
of a century Mr. Read has l>een a prominent figure in the cotn- 
mercial circlf-- of Memphis. The i^rtMlrr p.ut of that time he 
has given his iindivideil time and energie>« to the upbuilding 
of the bank with which he has Ikcu so intimately connected. 
Most of the time the bank has tKTCUpied the same building on 
Madison street, between Main and Front streets, and every 
day, during banking hours, Mr. Read could be found there, 
until he has come to be considered a part of the bank. It is 
this concentration of effort, this persistent attention to the 



Digitizeo by google 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 91 

little matters connected with a great financial institution, that 
have pl.icetl the name of the Union and Planters' bank so high 
on the roll of solid financial concerns of the South. The estab- 
lishment cf the bank's reputation has alst> reflected the financial 
and commercial standing of Metnphis. and assisted in spread- 
ing the name of the city abroad as an enterprising and at the 
same time conservative business center. Although Mr. Read 
takes an interest in the \vell-l)eing of Memphis and her insti- 
tutions, the only public {wsition he has ever held was that of 
one of the Ixwrd of governors of the Cossitt library. His aim 
in life has l)een to build up the bank with which he has long 
been connected, and his crown of success is the reputation of 
that institution. 

WILLIAM F. CARROLL, chief 
of the fire department of Memphis, 
Teiui., is a native of Missouri, having 
been born in St. Louis, June 9, 1843. 
His '[)arents removed to Memphis in 
1846. and the subject of this sketch 
was reared and erlucated in the city 
where he has passetl most of his life. 
In the spring of 1861 he, like many 
another patriotic youngster, threw 
^^^^^^ ^ himself into the breach and went into 

the war as a private in Company A 
(Southern Invinciblcs), of the Twenty-first Tennessee in- 
fantry. He served until the following winter, when he was 
sent home as too young for service. In 1863 he entered the 
Memphis fire department, and has risen, step by step, passing 
through all the gratles, until he was made chief in January-, 
1898, which i)osition he has since occupied with signal ability. 
He belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
and the Knights of Honor, and is president of the Fireman's 
Relief assi>ciation, of Memphis. 
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JOHN J. MASOX, chief uf police 
of Memphis, Tenn.. was born in that 
city Feb, 1 8, 1 86 1. His parents re- 
moved the same year to Qiicago, 
where they resided until 1871. then 
returned to Memphis, where their son 
received his education. He quit school 
at an early age, and for some time 
clerked in various stores of Memphis. 
His first official position was in the 
(office of the sheriff of Shelby county, 
acting as jailer for three years — 



from October. 1880. to Octoljer. 1881. under Sheriff P. R. 
Athy. an<l during 1884 and 1885 under Slieriff \V. D. Cannon. 
At tlie time of his first appointment Mr. Mason was just enter- 
ing his twenty-first year, and he was the youngest jailer ever 
apiM)inted in Shelby county. He followetl this with two years 
as constable, and then wen.t into the coal business. When he 
was elected constable of the fifth civil district, it was without 
opposition, he having received the endorsement of both parties, 
regardless of the well-known fact that he had always been an 
active Democrat. In 1898 he was apj)ointed captain of i>olice. 
and as such made such an enviable record that when Chief of 
Police Jerome E. Richards was elected clerk of the criminal 
court, in 1902, John J. Mason was promoted to the head of 
the Memphis police department, in recognition of his capa- 
bilities. Fvssentially a strict disciplinarian. Oiief Mason has 
placed the police department of Memphis on a high plane, and 
its efficiency is properly recognized by all the departments of 
other cities. Following the visit of President R(K)sevelt to 
Memphis, in the fall of 1902, Chief Mason received compli- 
mentary letters from John E. W'ilkie. chief of the United 
States secret service; Maj. Richard Sylvester. sni)erintetident 
of police at Washington. D. C, and from the president him- 
self, through his secretary. (leorge H. Cortelyou. for the splen- 
did manner in which the president had l)een guarded during 
his stay in the Bluff city. Chief Mason w'as also made the 
recipient of a handsome and valuable diamond stud, by the 
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New Memphis Jockey club, in recogiulion of liis services at 
l!n* race meeting of 1903 in preserving order and protecting the 
thousands of visitors who attcn<lcd the spring races. lie is a 
-Stanch DemfK^rat in pnhtus. ami has l>een a delegate to 
numerous state, congressional and local conventions. He is a 
member of the Catholic church, and of the Catholic Knights 
of Columbus and other fraternal societies. He is also a mem- 
ber of the International AssocialUon of Chiefs of Police, and 
was one of the committee on exhibits at the recent world's 
fair, at St. Louts. 

JOHN H. McDOWKIJ-, planter, newspaper man and [kjVi- 
tician, of Union City, Tciin., was l>>ni near Trenton, in tiiat 
State, Dec. 12, 1844. He is a descendant of the old Scotch 
Covenanters, the first of the isamly in America, coming during 
the Colonial period, about the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. In 1729 John McDowell's parents settled in Pennsyl- 
vania, and there he grew to manhood. After arriving at the, 
years of maturity he removed to Mecklenburg county, North 
Carolina, and enlisted as a private from that state in the Revo- 
lutionar)' war. In the battle of Camden, S. C, he was 
wounded three times, but his Scotch determination compiered. 
and. although left on the field for dead, he lived lo see the 
independence of the American colonies established and the gf>v- 
ernment of the United States launched on its career. John 
H. McDowell's father. John Davis McDowell, was a grandson 
of this John McDowell. He married Nancy Hunter Irwin, 
a daughter of Gen. Robert Irwin, a native of Pennsylvania, 
who was one of the signers of the MedCIenburg declaration of 
independence. May 20, 1775, and a memlxrr (»t the i>n>vin- 
cial Congfress. He served through the war of the Revolu- 
tion, in command of a regfiment, and was sc\cra! times a mem- 
ber of the legislature alter the war. John 11. McDowell en- 
listed in May, 1861. as a private in Company H. Twelfth Ten- 
nessee infantry, commanded by Colonel Russell, and was 
mustered into the Confederate service. He fought at Bel- 
mont. Mo., Shiloh. about Corinth. luka. Holly Springs, Thomp- 
son's Station, the Hundred Days* campaign in Georgia, and 
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numerous other engagements. An old diary in his jjossession 
shows that he was in over forty battles and skimiishes. After 
the war, he became a planter in the Mississippi river bottoms 
until 1876, when he located at Union City. In 1882 he was 
elected to the lower house of the legislature; two years later 
to the senate, to which body he was re-elected in 1886; in- 
troduced and secured the submission to the people of the pro- 
hibitory amendment to the constitution ; was six years editor 
of The Toiler, published at Nashville; twice president of the 
Farmers' Alliance; supported the People's party in 1892 and 
1896. and was the editor of its official organ: was sergeant- 
at-arms in the convention which nominated Bryan at St. Louis, 
in 1896; returned to the Democratic party after that, and has 
been active in promoting the principles of that party since. He 
takes an active interest in the United Confederate X'eterans, 
and has been commander of McDonald camp, of Union City. 
In November. 1865. he was married to Miss Mary E, R. 
Sandeford. 



LUKE W. FLXLAY, of the Mem- 
phis bar. was born near Brandon. 
Miss., Oct. 8, 1 83 1. He was educated 
in the public schools of Brandon and 
gnuluate<l in Bramlon college, in 
1849. Qjvernor Quitman, of Mis- 
sissippi, cx-otTicio president of the 
l>oard of trustees, was present, aiul 
when young Finlay made honorable 
mention of his services to his country, 
in his valedictory, arose and remained 
standing until the end and signed his 
diploma. By resources obtained from teaching, he took the 
degree of A. R. at Yale college, in the class of 1856: was prin- 
cipal of the Aca<lemy of Brandon, in 1856-57; in .Vugust of 
the latter year made his home in Memphis, where he studie<l 
law and was admitted to practice in March, 1858. After 
teaching two months, he was engaged to take charge of the 
master's department of the chancery court of Shelby county. 
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and managed it until January, i860, wheii he entered upon the 
practice of his profession. He enlisted April i<). 1861. and 
elected first lieutcnruu of Company A, Fourth Tennessee in- 
fantry, which was mustered into the military service oi the 
state May 15th, and into tlie Coniedcraie army August 19th, 
following. His first argument in the supreme court of the 
state was made in his Confederate uniform. On the organiza- 
tion of the army, in June, 1862, after the battle of Shiloh, 
while absent from his command, he was re-elected first lieu- 
tenant ofXTcMTipany A, and then major of the Fourth Tennes- 
see. When Dtlio F. Strahl was commissioned brigadier-gen- 
eral, in July. 1862, Major Finlay was commissiont'd lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and served a< such until April 18. 1805, when, 
on the reori;anization of the army, he was assigned to duty 
as lieutenant-colonel of a consolidated regiment consisting of 
500 veterans in the line, from ten old veteran regiments, with 
James D. Tillman as colonel, and C. S. Deakin as major. He 
was paroled at Greensboro, N. C, on April 26, 1865. During 
his service, he took part in the engagements at Belmont. 
Island No. 10, New Madrid, Shiloh, Perryville, Murfreesboro. 
last day's fight at Chickamaiigfa. Missionary Ridge, in the 
various engagements and skirmishes from Dalton to Ellsbury 
Ridge, Ga., N.isln ille. the skirmishes on the retreat in wliich 
the infantry reserves under General Forrest were cnijaj^ed. 
the last fight at Sugar Creek, and the last conflict l)etween 
Johnston and Sherman, at Benton ville, N. C. He was 
wounded three times— ^t Shiloh, April 6, 1B62, in his right 
shoulder, during the memorable charge of the Fourth Tennes- 
see, when it captured one gun and seized the strategic posi- 
tion occupied by McAllister's battery, at the northwest corner 
of the "review field" ; next, on the chin, at Perryville, Ky., 
alxiut sunset of Oct. 8, 1862, on the extreme right of the Con- 
federate line in the charge of the Fourth Tenne«;';ce iifion the 
ln<5t Federal Ivittery, and last on May 28. i8()4. in a fierce 
skirmish on Elishury Ridge, by a bullet which trx ofT the 
upper plate of his skull, disabling him for service until Decem- 
ber, 1864, In this skirmish nearly one-third of his regiment 
was killed or wounded, the order having been given by General 
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Slrahl to hold the Ridge at all hazards. His clothes were 
penetrated by a ball at Missionary Ridge, one of the hottest 
engagements of his command, no report of which is given. 
Colonel Finlay had the reserve-^he Fourth and Fifth Tennes- 
see regiments — in rifle-pits nearly a third of the way up the 
ridge; as Col. F. T. Sherman's command advanced in four 
lines of battle, the reserves ix)ure(l in a fire that checked him, 
forcitifj the Federals tu the left, the galling fire being too much 
for the cncni\ . After the war, he resumed the practice of 
law at Memphis. In 1873-74 he was a director of the Lcath 
Orphan asylum, and has been attorney for the Church home 
for a quarter of a centur}-. Upon the passage of the public 
school law, he with his two associate directors organized the 
nine schools in the fourteenth district and set the system in 
motion. He was elected to the legislature in 1874; was made 
chairman of the committee on education and public schools and 
a member of the judiciary. cor[xiration and finance committees. 
He is now president of C'alvary Giurch club and commis- 
sioner of the i>cnsion IxKUtl for West Teiniessce. Ttis father. 
Hon. James Finlay. for si.K terms judge of probate court of 
Rankin county, Miss., was of an ancestry from .Xrg^-leshirc. 
Scotland, but a native of North Carolina, where his parents 
had settled. His mother, Cady Lewis, was a native of South 
Carolina, her ancestors being of Welsh origin, those of Caro- 
lina serving with Marion in the Revolution. In religion. 
Colonel Finlay is a churchman, confirmed in the Episcopal 
church by Bishop Otey in Se])tcnihcr. 1858. On .\pril 23. 
1863. he married Celia Carroll, daughter of Hon. Thos. B. * 
Carroll, former mayor of ^^emphis, and tjranddantj^hter of Gen. 
William Carroll, former tjovcrnor <>f Tennessee. He has one 
son living, Percy Finlay. who married Amantc Semmes. 
daughter of Hon. O. J. Semmes. of Mobile, Ala. The young 
man is an A. B. and B. L. of Yale university. For the past 
nine years father and son have been partners in the prac- 
tice of law. In a recent publication, a soldier who was a mem- 
ber of O^nel Finlay*s command, and who participated at 
Missionary Ridge, says : "Our regiment was fairly protected 
by a good rifle-pit. When the firing began, Colonel Finlay 
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went to the rear of the center of our line, several paces highet 
up the ridge, and for lialf an hour stood tlieie. giving orders 
and encouragement to liis men, within point-blank range of 
5.000 or 6,000 Federals — the only Confederate they could see — 
amid a hail-stomi of bullets. I verily believe it is no exag- 
geration to say that such an act of sublime courage or reckless 
defiance of danger has never lieen surpassed by any soldier or 
commander in any of the wars of all time. For nearly forty 
years this intrepid man has gone alx)ut his tlaily work mtxlestly, 
gently, and with a scrupulous regard for the rights, opinions 
and sensibilities of others." Truly, "The bravest are the 
tenderest, the loving are the daring." Another of his comrades 
has said : "Colonel Finlay was a motlel soldier and an efficient 
officer, is an exemplary citizen, an able lawyer, a consistent 
Christian, and a man without fear and above reproacli." 

CHARLES W. METCALF, an at- 
torney of Memphis, Tenn., was born 
in Jessamine county. Ky., in 1840. 
and there passed his youth and young 
manhood. He attended the common 
schwls of that county, afterward tak- 
ing a course at Miliersburg (Ky.) 
college. After leaving college, in 
1 86 1, he went to Memphis, where he 
enlisted in Capt. Phil D. Thompson's 
cavalry company, which was placed in 
Breckenridge's brigade. He served 
with his company until after the battle of Shiloh, being honor- 
ably discharged for physical disability near Tu|)elo. Miss. At 
the close of the war, he settled in Memphis, studied law with 
Kortrccht & Craft, and was admitted to the l>ar in 1866. since 
which time he has practiced his profession in that city. In 
1874 he formed a partnership with S. P. Walker, and it con- 
tinued for nearly twenty-five years, being dissolved only by the 
death of Judge Walker, in 1898. The firm was for many years 
legal counsel for the city of Memphis. Since the death of 
Judge Walker Mr. Metcalf has had his sons. William P. 
11-7 
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Met calf and C. W. Metcalf, Jr., .is {>artners. the firm beinp Met- 
calf & Metcalf. Mr. Metcalf is a prominent Knight Templar 
Alason. and took a leading part in the building of the Masonic 
temple in Memphis, being one of the few who never gave up 
the project even in the darkest days that followed the first 
movement in the direction of that enterprise. He is a member 
of the First Presbyterian church. In politics he is a Democrat. 
He is president of the Millington Pump W'orks, at Millington, 
Tenn.. and was president of the Tennessee State Bar associa- 
tion in 1897-8. and for a number of years has lieen treasurer 
of the Memphis Bar and I>aw Library association. 

Q JACOB SCUDDER GALLO- 
WAY, judge of the pmlxite court 
and second circuit court uf Shelby 
county, Tenn., was born at Mend- 
ham, Morris county, N. J., Feb. 14, 
1838, and is the son of Samuel and 
Rebecca ( Scudder) Galloway, both of 
Scotch-Irish descent and natives of 
Pciuisylvania and New Jersey, respect- 
ively. The father, a graduate of 
FVinceton college and seminary, was 
an eminent minister of the Presby- 
terian chxirch and for several years a meml)er of the faculty 
of LaFayetle college, Peiuisylvania. Jacob S. Galloway s early 
education was received at home, this l:>eing supplemented by 
a full course at Princeton college, from which inslitulioti he 
graduated, in 1858, with the degree of A. B., and delivered 
the philosophical oration of his class. Like many young men 
of his day, he came South, where he received a warm welcome 
from the generous and cultivated people, and determined to 
cast his life and fortunes among them. L<x"iting at Athens, 
Ga.. he taught school until 1859. when he came to Memphis, 
where he had l>ecome well established as a teacher, when the 
war broke out. which destroyed all business and professions 
for the time. His sympathies were naturally with the .Southern 
cause, and he enlisted in .Xpril. 1861. in Company A f Shelby 
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Grays), Fourth Tennessee rc^^iment, and served in all the 
engag-cments in which his reg'iment took part, inchiding- the 
battle of Shiloh, where he was severely wounded. He was de- 
tailed for lighter service, and assigned to the enrolling depart- 
ment, in which he served until the war closed, being mustered 
out with the rank of first lieutenant. At Monticello, Ga., he 
was captured, but managed to escape socm afterward. After 
the war, he studied law In the offices of Col. Luke W. Ftnlay 
and Gen. Albert Pike, and was admitted to practice in i866w 
For ten years he continued in the law, and built up a lucrative 
business. In 1876 he was elected by the unanimous vote of 
lx>th parties to the office of magistrate, and served continually 
for ten years. During the yellow fe\er epidemic of 1878-79, 
he remained in the city, where he rendered efficient service 
to the sick and dying and in the maintenance of law and 
order. All the judges at that time being absent, he was elected 
special judge of the circuit court, in September, 1879, by the 
Monfdns bar. He also efficiently served the county as coroner 
from 1879 to 1882. In the latter year he receive the unan- 
imous nomination of his party for the state senate, and was 
elected by a large majority. He was again the Democratic 
candidate for the same office in 1884. hut was defeated in the 
gejicral overthrow of the party in Slielby county that year. 
While in the senate he introduced the bill providing for the 
splendid turnpikes that are now the pride of his county. . In 
1886 he was endorsed by the entire bar of Memphis for the 
position of probate judge, received the unanimous nomination 
of his party, and was elected, and has 'served continuously until 
the present time. He is also ex-ofikio judge of the second 
circuit court In politics, Judge Galloway is a Democrat of 
the JefiFersonian .school, his political faith being the result of 
the most deliberate convictions. The cardinal principles of his 
party he Ix'lieves to l>e right, and that the l^est results can only 
be obtained by tlieir rigid enforcement in national, state and 
local aflfairs. His allegiance to his party has ever Ix'cn true 
and steadfast, and in its councils and in all honorable efforts 
to secure its ascendancy he has been a helpful fadtor. He aided 
in inaugurating the present form of city government, believinj; 
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it to be the best to be had at the time, and still a necessity, 
though its tendency toward too great a centralization of power 
is a principle against which he has strong ohjections. Believ- 
ing in the impracticability and the unconstitutionality of the 
state proliibiting the manufacture and s;dc of si)iritunus liquors, 
he opposed the adoption of the prop .sed pri>lnhiiiny anicntl- 
nient to the state constitution, and in the campaign of 1887, 
when this question was submitted to the i>cople, he became the 
recognized leader o£ the anti-prohibition party in Shelby county, 
where a majority of over 6,000 votes was given against the 
amendment As a Iaw*yer, Judge Galloway has been a close 
student and a hard worker, and has attained a well-earned repu- 
tation in the profession for a high order of ability. His fidel- 
ity, integrity, legal learning and judicial mind eminently (pialify 
Iiim for the position lie has so long held and the dutic'^ of 
which he has so satisfactorily discharged, rersonally he pos- 
sesses those genial tjualitics which make their possessor ex- 
tremely popular, while his inflexible honesty and a public and 
private record above reproach have secured for htm the con- 
fidence and respect of all who know him. He bekmgs to the 
Confederate Historical Associaticm camp, and is a major on 
Cvn. George W. Gordon's staflF. He is also a member of the 
Masonic or<lcr and an Elk. and affili.ates witli the PrcNhyterian 
rhunli. lie was married. May 14, 1867. to Mary I{. Tucker, 
w ho (lied in 187S of yellow fever. Thev had 'inr s. in and tw("» 
d.nighters. Nov. 19, 1879. he was married to Mis. Sallic R. 
(Tucker) Coffee, lx)th wives being great-great-granddaughters 
of Col. Robert Ruffin. who was a member of the Virginia 
house of burgesses in 1747. 

COL. WILLIAM H. CARROLL, a leading attorney of 
Memphis. Tenn.. is a native of Mis>issippi. having been l^om 
on a plantation in Panola county, of that state, in 1843. He is 

the son of the late Gen. W. II. Carroll and a grandson of 
Go\ernor Carroll. In 1851 his pareiUs luoved to Mcmiihis. 
He was educated in the Meinpliis schools and at Xashville. 
where he attended the University of Tennessee until his senior 
year. Although in his teens, yoimg Carroll enlisted in the 



Digitized by Google 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



101 



Confederate service when the war broke out, for a time dritling 

a regiment raised by his father, and going to the front on the 
staff of (icii. Thomas H. Biadley. of Arkansas, as a volunteer 
aid, soon after becoming adjutant «>f tin* Thirty-seventh Ten- 
nessee, He was afterward placed in coniinand (ien. James 
R. Chalmers' escort, and served nntil sliortly before the close 
of the war, when his health became so impaired that his lite 
was despaired of, and he resigned. Returning to Memphis, he 
at first engaged in the cotton business, as soon as he had in 
some d^;ree recovered his health, but later gave his attention 
to law, and in 1875 he was admitted to the bar. Since then 
he has practiced his profession, being associated for some years 
with the late Julius A. Taylor, the firm taking high rank 
among the foremost practitioners at the Memphis Kir, lx)th 
members l)cing distinguished for legal talent (^f a high order. 
After the death of Mr. Taylor. Colonel Carr<ill fnund a ])leas- 
ure in Incoming assiKMated with his old commander, (ieiieral 
Chalmers, a partnership which continuetl until the latter's 
death, a few years ago, since which time the junior partner 
has been Mr. McKellar. As a politician. Mr. Carroll is well 
known, being a leader of the state Democracy, and for several 
years he was chairman of the Democratic state central commit- 
tee. He A\as a delegate to the Democratic national convention 
in 1876. and again in 1880, when General Hancock was nomi- 
nated. Tn i(>oo he was a Democratic elector from Tennessee. 
Colonel Carroll is a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of F.Iks, and is a prominent figure in the business and 
social life of Memphis. 

HEBER JONES, M. D., of Memphis, Tenn., who is one of 
the most successful and best known physicians in the South, 

was liorn on a plantation in Phillips county. Ark.. Sept. II, 
1848. His father was Dr. John T. Jones, who migrated from 
■Rssex county. Va., in 183^^, to a plantation near Helena, 
Ark., where he was married, in 1830. to Miss Carrie McKwen. 
daughter of Col. Robert H. and Hetty (Kennedy) McEwcn. 
of Xashville, Tenn. Dr. Hcber Jones is their fourth son. With 
the exception of a few months at Kussell academy, near his 
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home, he was under private ttttors until the coaunencement of 
the Civil war, and after that he pursued his studies under his 
father's tutorage until the oonflict ended. He then entered Not- 
tingham academy, near Somerv'ille, Tenn., where he setured 

first honor ( a gold medal I for scholarship. In 1869 he s^rad- 
uated Iruni the njedical department ol tiie Universit\ oi \'ir- 
ginia, after which he spent three years in tlie hospitals <jf 
Europe, attending lectures at I'aris, V ienna and Bcrhn. On 
his return, in 1872, to his native land, he located in Memphis, 
and has since been in general practice there. He was a member 
of the state health board in 1876-78, and in 1901 was elected 
vice-president of the lx>ard, which office he has ever since held. 
He was made president of the Memphis board of health in 
i8<),S. and has served in that capacity ever since: he was a 
mciiiber of the state board of medical examiners from its 
orj^ruiization in 1891 until 1901, whe?i he resigned; he is .1 
mcnilx^r of the American Medical assooation, the American 
Public Health association, the Tennessee State Medical society, 
the Mississippi Valley Medical association, the Tri-State Med- 
ical association, and the Memphis and Shelby County 
Medical societies. Dr. Jones has passed through the epi- 
demics occurring in Memphis since 1873 to the present 
time, laboring and watching at the bedside of the sick 
as no nian could who was not blessed with an unusually strong 
constitution, rmd with the most exemplary liabits of living, 
which he has ever maiiUaincd. In a letter to a friend ujxjn the 
OCCurrenri' of the yellow fe\er epidemic of 1878, he said: 
"Our city is panic-stricken, in memory of the epidemic of 1873. 
In ten days there will not be 10,000 people in the city; about 
half of these will be paupers, the other half negroes, who here- 
tofore have not been much liable to yellow fever. A physician 
can hardly expect to make money enough to pay his cook, yet 
I am determined to remain and do all in my power for those 
who cannot get away. Should I take the fever myself, I am 
assured of good nursing. In any event, I shall have the com- 
forting rt tlection that I am trying [>> do iny whole duty." That 
lie did his '"whole duty" many IxMr testimony, for he labored 
day and night during the dark days of 1878-79. D<xtor Jones 
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was made a Mason in 1878, and had the h(Mior of receiving the 
first degree conferred in the new Masonic temple, at Memphis. 
In rehgious matters, he is a memljer of the Episcopal church. 
He was married, in 1873, to Miss Valerie \V(X>ten, of Holly 
Springs, Miss., who was the daughter of John and Mary 
Woolen, of North Carolina. Mrs. Jones is a woman of culture 
and refinement, who has been to her husband a helpmate in all 
that word implies. To her the doctor is indebted for much of 
his success, and he takes pride in telling the facts. The de- 
mands of a large practice have for years confined him closely, 
but once a year, as Qiristnias day draws near, he goes to 
the old home, where his father and mother, nearing their 
golden ainiiversary, await the annual gathering, where old 
hearts as well as young beat in unison. 

FRANCIS FENTRESS, a prom- 
inent attorney of Memphis, Tenn., 
was born at Bolivar, that state, in 
1840. He passed his younger days 
in Bolivar, and attended the schools of 
that city. When about seventeen 
years of age he entered the Presby- 
terian college, at I^Grange, Tetm., 
afterward going to the University of 
Mississippi, at Oxford, from which he 
graduated in 1861. Shortly after- 
ward he went to Randolph. Tenn., 
where he entered the Confederate army as a private in Com- 
pany E, Seventh Tennessee cavalry, with which company he 
served until the close of the war. rising to the rank of sergeant. 
He was engaged in numerous battles and skirmishes, among 
which were Harrisburg. Mi.ss. ; the raid into Middle Tennessee; 
at Pulaski. Tenn., and at various other points. At the close of 
the war he returned to Bolivar, where he studied law. and in 
1866 was admitted to the bar. He opened an office at Bolivar, 
and was local attorney for the Memphis & Charleston railroad, 
and also for the Mississippi Central railroad. He remained at 
Bolivar until 1893. when the prospect at Memphis was so 
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inviting it determined him upon making a move, and he tcxjk 
up practice in that city, where he has built up a Uicrative prac- 
tice. Mr. Fentress is recognized as an excellent attorney, and 
is the district attorney and legal lepreseiUative at that point 
of the Illinois Central and the Vaztx) & Mississijjpi \ alley rail- 
roads; also local attorney for the American Express Com- 
pany, the Pintsch Compressing Company, and the Continental 
Casualty Comi)any. Mr. Fentress is a member of the Presby 
tcrian church, and is a Democrat in politics, though he takes 
far more interest in his profession. 

ARTHUR R. TAYLOR, one of 
the l)est-kno\vn business men of Mem- 
phis, Tcnn., was born near Holly 
Springs, Miss., Nov. 8. 1851. His 
parents moved to Memphis in his in- 
fancy, and he has passed his life in 
this vigorous city of the Xew South. 
His primary education was obtained 
ill the city schools of Memphis, and 
later he attended the Christian 
Brothers' college, at St. Louis. He 
l)cgan his business career as clerk in a 
b(K>k store, in 1871. in which position he continued for seven 
years. In 1878 he and others Ijought the business, the com- 
pany being known as Clapp & Taylor. This fmn remained in 
business for eight years, or until 1885. when Mr. Taylor pur- 
chased the interests of his partners, and he has since conducted 
the business as A. R. Taylor & Co. He has always \yccu inter- 
ested in military affairs, and was for some time a member of 
the famous Chickasaw (luards, a company which was for years 
one of the finest ]K)dies of militia in the I'nited States, winning 
rumerous prizes in competitive drills. He was a sergeant in 
that company, and when the new militia law was passed, in 
1888. by which the National Guard was ])lated on a new foot- 
ing, the Tennessee militia was reorganized, and Afr. Taylor 
was elected lieutenant-colonel of the Second regiment. Four 
years later he was chosen colonel of the regiment, and in 1895 
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was dected brigadier-general of the Tennessee National Guard. 
He served as such with great efficiency until 1897, when he 
resigned. He was second in command of the state troops dur« 
ing the Coal Creek mining riots, in 1891-92. 

I'RMSIJiV T. GLASS, ex-congressman from the ninth 
Tennessee district, was Ixtrn in Halifax county, Va.. Oct. 18, 
18J4, and is a son of Dudley and Nancy (Carr) Glass, who 
settled in Weakley county, Tenn., in 1828. Both of Mr. Glass* 
grandfathers, Dudley Glass and John Carr, were natives ol 
Viiginia. Presley was reared to manhood in Weakly county, 
where he obtained his early education in the old field schools. 
Next he attended the county academy, at Dresden, and finished 
his education in the Law school of the Transylvania university, 
at Lexington. Ky. At the age of twenty-two he was elected to 
the legislature. l>eing the youngest meml>er of the Ixxly at that 
sessit.»n. and the following year he was admitted to the l)ar. 
He practiced until 1849, when he removed to Lauderdale 
county and engaged in mercantile pursuits. In May, 1861, he 
entered the Confederate service as major and commissary of 
subsistence, and was assigned to duty with General Cheatham 
at Union Gty. Before the war Major Glass had held the rank 
of cokmel in the state militia. He was engaged in nearly all 
the military operati<Ml8 in Tennessee; was at the battle of 
Perryville. Ky., as a memljcr of General McCown's stafif ; wa:* 
on duty at Huntsvillc. Ala., with General Pillow, until after 
the evacuntirm of Tennessee; was witli Cicn. Dan Adams in 
providing sni)i)lics for the conscript camps in Mississippi, and 
surrendered at Meridian, in that state, May 10, 1865. .After 
the war. he engaged in merchandizing in Memphis for a while, 
then returned to Ripley, where he followed the same vocation 
until 1875, when he turned the business over to his son. In 
1883 he was again elected to the- legislature, and in 1884 and 
1S86 was elected to Congress from the ninth distri<it, one of 
the richest districts in the state. While in Congress he served 
on the committee on agriculture, a subject in wliirh lie had 
for years taken a keen intercut. an<l was therefore able to render 
valuable services. Since his retirement to privite life he ha-* 
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written a number of articles to rigricultural papers and given 
considerable time to the advancement oi the interests of Ripley. 
He orgiuiized an Audubon society in Ripley for the preserva- 
tion of the native wild birds, and has written a g^eat deal on 
the subject of better game laws for the protection of small ani- 
mals and birds. Major Glass was first married, in 1848, to 
Sarah Partee. She died in 1852, leaving one son, Iliram D., 
who became a merchant at Harrison, Ark. In 1855 he was 
married to his second wife. Maria Partee, who died in 1859, 
leaving a daughter, Ada. In 1868 Major Glass was married to 
his third wife, Susan T. Barliee. For almost half a century he 
has been a teacher or sui>erintendent of the Sunday school and 
has all his life been a consistent Gnistian. 



a year. He was then elected second lieutenant, and six^n after- 
ward became volunteer aid on the staff of Gen. Ge«.>rge Maney. 
serving in that cipacity until captured, in April. 1865, at West 
Point, Ga. He was sent to Macon, Ga., and soon after paroled. 
During his term of service he took part in the two days' battle 
at Shiloh. at Perry ville, Ky., Murfreesboro. Qiickamauga. Mis- 
sionary Ridge, and from Dalton to Atlanta, the fight at 
Atlanta on July 22d. and at West Point, and was in many 
minor engagements. He was slightly woutided at Shiloh. After 
the war closed, he took up his residence at Memphis and 
.studied law. In 1867 he graduated from the I^lxinon Ij\\v 
school, at Lelxinon. Tenn., and was admitted to practice the 





L. B. McFARL \ .\D, of Memphis, 
Tetni., was born April 7, 1843, ^ 
farm in Haywood county, of the 
same state. He was reared there to 
the age of eighteen years, attending 
the public schools and after^vard at- 
tending, for one session, the college 
at Florence, Ala. In April, 1861, he 
enlisted as a private in Company A, 
Ninth Teiinessee infantry. At Shiloh 
he was made sergeant-major of the 
regiment, and served as such for oyer 
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same year, and opened an office in Memphis. In 1880 he en- 
tered into partnership with Judge R. J. Morgan, wliich con- 
tinued until the latter's death, in 1898. Since that time tlie firm 
has been McFarland & Nebleft. He was married, April 4, 
1872. to Miss Ellen V. Saunders, daughter of Col. James E. 
Saunders, of Courtland, Ala. She died in 1900, and in 1902 
he married Mrs. Floy Graham Allen. Mr. McFarland was 
appointed in 1898 to the supreme court by Gov. Benton McMil- 
lin, to fill a vacancy caused by the absence of one of the mem- 
bers of that body. This compliment to the ability of Mr. 
McFarland, who is recognized as an able lawyer, was appre- 
ciated, both by himself and his many friends, and his conduct 
as a member of the supreme court demonstrated the wisdom of 
this selection. In politics he is a Denvxrat, but takes little part 
in political affairs. 



at Cumberland university, and was admitted to the bar in 1891. 
He opened an office at Dresden, and practiced there for four 
years. With the ambition of the average young American to 
"reach the top," he removed to Memphis, in 1895. and has 
continued to practice there ever since. He was a page in the 
Tennessee legislature, in 1885. and again in 1887. In 1889 and 
1891 he was assistant clerk, and in 1893 was chief clerk of the 
senate. He has frequently been a delegate to state and con- 
gressional conventions, and for four years was chairman of 
the executive committee of the Democratic central committee 




CARUTHERS EWIXG, one of 
the well-known attorneys of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., was born at Dresden, in 
that state, Oct. i, 1871, and lived 
there until his twenty-fourth year. 
He took the course of study in the 
public schools of the town, after 
which he was deputy circuit court 
clerk from 1887 until 1891 ; he en- 
teretl the office of his father, a prom- 
inent attorney of Dresden, with whom 
he studied law, and later graduated 
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of Weakley county, Tenn. In his law practice, he displays 
great energy, rare tact, sound judgment, and that hopeful 
optimism which men of his temperament always possess. 

W ILLl.AM H. IIEXDERSOX, of 
the well-known law hrm of Patterson, 
Neely & Henderson, of Memphis, 
Tenn., was born in that city in 1870. 
lie received his primary etlucation 
there in the common schools, after- 
ward attending Bingham's Military 
school, at Hingham's Static »n, X. C, 
and finished at Washington and Lee 
university, where he graduated in the 
law class of iS<xV Returning to 
Memphis, he l^ecamc assr»ciatetl with 
Taylor & Scruggs, under the firm name of Taylor, Scruggs & 
Henderson. This partnership lasted until Colonel Taylor's 
death, in 1895. when the firm became Scruggs & Henderson. 
In i8<;9 Mr. Henderson was elected to the legislature from 
Shelby county, and in 1901 was re-elected, serving until 1902. 
He then l)ecame connected with the firm of which he is at the 
present time the junior meml^er. He is a DenuKrat and greatly 
interested in p<.)litical affairs; has been a delegate to many state, 
congressional, judicial and county conventions, and is generally 
in the thickest of the fray; is at present city attorney, having 
been appointefl in .\[>ril. 1903. It is of interest in this connec- 
tion that, in 1894. he was elected by the city council to the 
office of city ta.x attorney, a iK)sition which he held for two 
years. He iK'longs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Improved 
Order of Red Men. and is a memlnT of the Presbyterian 
church. 

JOHX W. GATES, one of the leading citizens of Jackson. 
Tenn.. was lx)rn at Hiuitingdon. Teini.. May it. 184 i. His 
father. W. W. Gates, was for many years nss<x:iated with Gen. 
Felix Zollicoflfer in the publication of the West Tcinicssccan . 
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the first Whig newspaper in West Tennessee. He died in 1891. 
John W. Gates was educated at the West Tennessee college, at 
Jackson, taught schuol for a short time and then engaged in 
tlie study of law. Before Inking atlniilted to the l)ar the war 
broke out, and he enlisted in Company H, Sixth Tennessee 
infantry. In December, 1861, he was disdiaf^fed on accotmt of 
his health, but he afterward re-enlisted, and served about a 
}ear in the quartermaster's department He then became one 
of Henderscm's famous scouts, but while trying^ to ascertain 
the strength of Sherman's force at Memphis was captured and 
held as a prisoner until the war closed. Upr>n his release from 
prison he returned to Jackson, hut instcail itf completing his 
legal studies tix)k a position on his father's newspaper. Mr. 
Gates lias for a number of years been identifie<l with every 
movement for the promotion of Jackson's interests. He has 
served as mayor of the city, chancery court derk of Madison 
county, register of the West Tennessee land office, and secre- 
tary of the Jackson board of trade. He is also intere^d in 
the insurance business. He is a member of the United Con- 
federate \'ctcrans. and has served as secretary of John Ingram 
bivouac. In October, 1865. he was married to Miss Georgia 
Boyce, and they have five children. 

GKORGK T. O'HAVER, chief of detectives, Memphis. 
Tenn., was born iu that city, Dec. 22, 1849. and there grew to 
manhood. After a preliminary course in the public schools of 
his native city, much of which was obtained under difficulties, 
owing to the Civil war, he attended the Franklin academy, at 
Columbus. Miss., from 1865 to 1870. thus finishing his educa- 
tion. .^fter leaving school, he entered the employ of the Shot* 
well Cf)al Comi)any, with offices in Memphis and landed inter- 
ests on the St. Franci'^ ri\cr. in Arkansas, wliere Mr. O'llaver 
was employed for the greater part of the seven years he was 
with the company. In i<S~8 he was ap])iiiiited to the p<isiti<>n 
of patrolman on the Memphis police force, and two months 
after his appointment he was placed in charge of the quaran- 
tine station, on President's Island, near Memphis. Here he 
remained but a short time, when he was detailed to the board 
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of health, and was given control of the burial of paupers. In 
all these places his strict observance of duty and his ready 
obedience to the orders of his superiors marked him for pro- 
motion, and in October after his appointment he was made a 
sergeant. In June, 1879, he was promoted to the rank of cap- 
tain, and held this position until March, 1904, when he was 
appointed chief of detectives. Mr. O'Haver's long experience 
in dealing with the criminal classes has given him superb quali- 
fications for the position of chief, in which he has the entire 
confidence of his superiors and the respect of the men under 
his charge. With such a relationship, it is not difficult to estaJj- 
lish a discipline and maintain a system that will reduce the law- 
lessness and disorder of the city of Memphis to a minimum. 
Mr. O'Haver is a Master Mason, in good stan<ling, and a mem- 
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, but l)elongs to 
no church or club. He is one of those whom no one, once hav- 
ing met him. need have any hesitancy in approaching a second 
time. Always ready to listen to the evidence before he con- 
demns, his discrimination adds to his power as a detective, 
while his courage makes him one to whom law-breakers give 
a wide berth. 

DAVID W. DeHAVEN, one of 
the liest-known young attorneys of 
Memphis, Tenn., was horn at Ox- 
ford, Miss., Oct. 26, 1871. In 1877 
his parents moved to Boonville, Mo., 
where he grew to manhood and was 
educated, his primary education be- 
ing .secured in the public sch(X)ls, and 
his higher education at Kemper col- 
lege, in that city, from which he grad- 
uate<l, in 1 891. at the age of twenty. 
Having a l)ent for the law. he en- 
tered the office of Hon. John Cosgrove, meml)er of Congress, 
as a student, and in 1892 went to Memphis, where he con- 
tinued his studies in the office of his inicle. H. M. Estes. now 
deceased, and was admitted to the bar the same fall. He has 
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practiced liicic ever since, meeting with merited success. Mr. 
DeHaven takes an interest in politics, and enters into the delib- 
cratioos of the Democratic party, where his judgment and 
enthtiuasm frequently serve as a gmde or an inspiration to his 
party associates. He was a delegate to the convention which 
nominated "Bob" Taylor for governor the last time that wdl- 
^known official was a candidate. Mr. DeHaven is a member 
and vestryman of St. Luke's Episcopal church, of Memphis. 

RICE A. PIERCE, a prominent lawyer and Democratic 
politician of Union Qty, Tenn., and the present representative 
of the ninth district in Congress, was bom on a farm in Weak- 
ley county, of that state, July 3, 1849. education was 
obtained in the common schools, and, although but a Ix^, when 
the Civil war began he entered the Confederate service as a 
member of the Ei<:hJ'i Tennessee cavalry, where he bravely did 
his part until captureil in an engnri^ement near J ickson, Tenn., 
in 1864. He was held a prisoner until after the close of hos- 
tilities, and when released took up the study of law in the 
office of Judge Edward Coingland, of Halifax, X. C. In July, 
1868, he was licensed by the supreme court of that state to 
practice, and shortly afterward located in Union City. From 
1874 to 1883 be was the attorney-general of the twelfth judi- 
cial circuit In 1878 he was elected to this office for a full 
term of eight years, but resignetl to accept a seat in the Forty- 
eighth Congress, to which he had been nominated and elected 
by the Democrats of hi- district in 1882. Since then he has 
ser\'e<i in the Fifty-first, Fifty-second. Fifty-fifth, Fifty-sixth. 
Fifty-seventh and Fifty-eighth Congresses. I>eiiii7 clertt-il to the 
last named in 1902, when he defeated the Republican candi- 
date a vote of nearly five to one. Mr. Pierce was married, 
in April, 1873, *o ^'^^ Mary Hunter, of Hamburg, Mo. 

AUGUSTUS F. DICKSON, of Newbem, Tenn., one of 
the best'known merchants in Dyer county, was bom in Wil- 
liamson county, Tenn.. in the year 1832. His parents, Thomas 
and Jane ('^^'M>^e) Dickson, were lM>tli natives of North Caro- 
lina. His grandfather, whose name was also Thomas, was born 
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in Lincoln county, N. C, in 1791, his ancestors Ijeing amon^r 
the Scotch-Irish emigrants to this country l>efore the Revolu- 
tion. Some of the maternal ancestors were among the signers 
of tlic Mecklenburg declaration of in(lq)en(lence. Augustus 
Dickson was educated in Gibson ctnnity. and Ijegan his busi- 
ness career as a clerk in a store. W hen the war l^tween the 
states commenced he and another clerk in the establishment 
laid aside their yardsticks and t(K>k up arms on l>ehalf of the 
Confederate cause. His first battle was at Belmont, with 
General Polk, was ne.xt at Siiiloh, where he was severely 
wounded in the right leg an<l lay on the battletield for two 
days and a night. He was then taken to Corinth and sent 
home. After the war. he again engaged in mercantile pursuits. 
On Nov. 29, 1866. he was married to Laura A. McCutcheon. 
a daughter of John D. McC utcheon. Mr. Dickson takes a com- 
mendable interest in everything that has a tendency to elevate 
the moral, intellectual or material interests of the people. He 
is regnnled as one of tlK most prominent and public-spirited 
men of his county, enjoys a large patronage l)ecause of hi«; 
well-known reputation for fair dealing, and is a man of the 
strictest integrity. 

\VM. ARMSTRONG PRRCY. at- 
torney, of Memphis, Teiui.. was l)orn 
in Washington county, Miss., Jan. 24, 
where his f.ither was a farmer. 
He attended the country sch(M>ls in 
his earlier years, entered the Uni- 
versity of the South, at Sewance. 
Tenn.. and in 1882 graduated with 
the degree of M.A. He then en- 
tered the law dejKirtment of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, from which he 
graduated in 1884. In the following 
January he located in Memphis and oiwned a law oftioc. an<l 
has practiced there continuously from that time to the present. 
Politics have little attraction for him. and he takes verv little 
part in political aflfairs. He affiliates with the Episcopal church. 
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but belongs to no secret order, altliough a man. of fine social 
qualities and charitable instincts. 

JAMES NAPOLEON FALLS 
was born in Macon, Tenn., in 1841, 
his parents coming to Memphis soon 
after. He attended school in Mem- 
phis and at Yellow Sulphur Springs. 
O. In 1 86 1 he enlisted with the Bluff 
(Jity Grays, an independent company, 
the organization afterward Ijecoming 
Company B. 154th senior regiment of 
Tennessee. Two years later the com- 
pany was mounted and transferred 
to Forrest's brigade, with which he 
remained until the end of the war. Mr. Falls was engaged at 
Belmont. Shiloh, Perryville, Chickamauga. Murfreeslxjro, Nash- 
ville and Franklin, as well as in many minor engagements. He 
was wounded at Shiloh, and captured at Murfrecsboro. 
escaping two months later from Jeffersonville. At the close 
of the war he was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., and rode 
his horse back to Memphis. His father. Gilbreath Falls, was 
one of the earliest cotton buyers in Memphis, and his firm. 
Falls & Cash, were not only extensive domestic buyers, but 
among the pioneers in buying for foreign e.xixjrt. The son 
became identified with the firm in 1865, and in 1871 was 
admitted as a partner. When the Merchants' Cotton Press and 
Storage Company was fonned, in which he took a consider- 
able interest, w ith a capital of $1,500,000. he was e1ecte<l presi- 
<lent of the organization, and is also president of the Dixie 
Cotton Oil Company, of Little Rock. Ark. He was one of the 
pioneers of the cotton-see<l oil industry, having built a mill at 
Friar's Point. Miss., in 1873. and a large mill (the Valley Oil 
Mill) in Memphis. l>eing its president for a number of years. 
He then turned its management over to his two sons, Lawson 
and J. Falls. In 1892 he organized the Falls Grocery Com- 
pany, and in June, 1900. he virtually retired from business, but 
retained his interests in the companies with which he was con- 
11-8 
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nected. and continues to exercise some supervision, as a director 
and officer, over most of them. Mr. Falls has at all times lieen 
an active worker for the advancement of Memphis, and has 
been recognized from his earliest years as an energetic, far- 
sighted man. He is a meml>er of the Cuml>erland Presbyterian 
church. 



he arrived with 35 cents in his pocket. Commencing as a 
salesman, he so continued until i860, when he and his two 
brothers opened a retail store in a room 17x75 feet. From 
this modest beginning, the firm of B. Lowenstein & Brothers 
bas grown to be the largest wholesale and retail store in Mem- 
phis, the business having extended until it amounts to $6,000,- 
000 annually. Mr. Lowenstein is not only one of the most 
active members of this company, but he is a stockholder and di- 
rector in both the Bank of Commerce and in the Memphis 
National bank. He is also a stockholder and director in the 
Factors Insurance Company and in the Pioneer Cotton Mill. 
Having lived in Memphis for half a century, Mr. Lowenstein 
feels that there is only one place for him, and that is the splen- 
did city which he calls home and for which he has given his 
best eflforts since he entered her hospitable gates. Wealthy in 
friends, associations and purse, he is thoroughly identified with 
Memphis and her interests, and will pass his days with the 
people with whom he has lived so long. He is of the Jewish 
faith and is high in the councils of his church. l)eing at one time 




ELIAS LOWENSTEIN, one of 
the firm of B. Lowenstein & Brothers, 
wholesale and retail dealers in dry- 
goods, Memphis, Tenn., has demon- 
strated his right to the claim of being 
one of the foremost business men of 
the great South. He is a native of 
I lesse-Dannstadt, Germany, having 
l>ecn born in that country in 1835. In 
1854 he came to America, and from 
New Orleans, where he landed, he 
proceeded direct to Memphis, where 



Digitized by Google 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



115 



president of the Congp-egatioiial ( "liildren of Israel, and con- 
nected with several benevolent and social organizations, both 
Jewish and Christian. He was married, in 1864, to Miss 
Babctte Wolf, of Memphis, and to this union were burn live 
daughters and a son. Mrs. Lowenstein died, April 13, 1887, at 
the age of forty-six. Mr. Lowenstein is a member of the B'nai 
B'rith and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

HARVEY H. HANNAH, adjutant-general of Tennessee, 
was born in Louisville, Ky., in August, 1868. In 1872 his 
parents returned u> their old plantation home in Anderson 
county, Tcnn. Here Harvey lived until 1880, moving in 
that year to Oliver Springs, in the same county. After some 
years in the country schools, he went to Cartersville, Ga.. 
where two years were passed in a private sdiool, followed 
by a year in the Georgia Agricttltural college, at Dahkxiega. 
In 1887 he entered the University of Tennessee, graduated 
in law therefrom in 1891, and was admitted to the bar in 
the same year. Forming a partnership with Judge B. K. 
Young, he commenced practicing at Ointon, Tenn., but a 
year later went to Oliver Springs, and opened an office there. 
He was appointed United States commissioner in 1893, holding 
that place until 1806. when he resigned to become presidential 
elector on the Democratic ticket. In 1897 he was app< nitc<l pri- 
vate secretary to Gov. Robert L. Taylor, which position he held 
until 1898, when he resigned to become lieutenant-oolonel of the 
Fourth Tennessee voluiAeers and in Novertiber of that year 
went to Cuba, where he remained for about five months. Dur^ 
ing the campaiqn in Cuba the regiment was divided, and he was 
sent to Sancla Spiritus, in command of six companies. He was 
appointed militarv efovernor by Gen. John Brooke, which posi- 
tion he held until his return to the United States in April. 1899. 
and in May. he was mustered out at Savannah, Ga. .\ year's 
illness followed, but in tqoo he was restored to health suffi- 
ciently to permit him to take the stump for the Democratic 
ticket At the close of the campaign he resumed the practice 
of law at Oliver Springs. In 1902, at the request of the Dem- 
ocratic national committee, he stumped the state of Maine, 
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speaking from Bar Harbor to Bangor. While thus engaged, he 
vas nominated for Congress in the second district of Tennessee, 
a district with a usual Repuhhain majority of 18,000 to 19,000 
votes. Colonel Hannah held joint debates with his opponent. 
Henry R. Gib.son. for twenty-eight days, and greatly reduced 
the majority. In January. 1903, he w'as apix>inted to his pres- 
ent position by Governor Frazier. He is a Presbyterian, a 
meml)er of the Masonic fraternity, Kniglits of Pythias, Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks, and has served as junior 
vice-commander of the Spmish-American War Veterans of 
Tennessee. 

FRANK M. GUTHRIE, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., is the youngest son of 
the late Rev. Robert Guthrie, a Meth- 
odist minister, who was a native Ten- 
nesseean. The son was b<irn in 
DeSoto county. Miss., near Memphis. 
Nov. 22. i8C)8. W hile he was quite 
young, his father removed to Arkan- 
sas, but only remained a few years, 
when he returned to Memphis. While 
yet a lx\v of fifteen, ytnmg Guthrie 
was employed by the H. Wetter Man- 
ufacturing Company, until he was forced to abandon his work, 
on account of injuries to his lower limlxs. received in child- 
hood, which finally necessitated the amputation of iMitli. He 
was then al)out nineteen years of age. with only a limited 
education, but he had indomitalile industry, and a determination 
to succeed in .spite of his misfortune. He attended schfxil and 
took up the study of shorthand and typewriting, autl after four 
nionth.^ he had sufficiently mastcrc«l this profession to hold im- 
portmt positions in the circuit and clnncery court clerks' offices, 
and in iSqt he entered the office of Smith & Trezevant. law- 
yers, as stenographer, typewriter and notary, and read law at 
od<l times. He was soon km^wn as an e.xpert operator on the 
typewriter, and was able to take dejxisitions direct on the ma- 
chine, without requiring the use of shc^rthand, operating his 
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machine with ease, without looking at the ke> -board. In 
1894 he was advised by his friends to make the race for magis- 
trate and after a spirited campaign was elected for a term of 
six years. He continued in the office of Smith & Trezevant 
for several montlis after he was elected, and in January, 1895. 
was a(hnitted to the bar to practice in all the courts. In May. 
1895, he iipfiied an office as ju^tice of tiic peace, on Madis<jn 
street, receiving civil business principally, and in I900 lie was 
re-elected to office by a vote larger than that of his opponents 
combined. He still has his office on Madison street, and during 
this time he has tried about 20,000 civil cases, and the majority 
of his decisions have been upheld by the appellate courts. He 
has been prominent and adtive in the discharge of his duties 
as a member of the county court, contendiny^ at all times for 
what he believed to be the best interests of his constituents, and 
is lii^enerally known as one of tlie watch-dogs of the county 
treasury. Mr. Guthrit" lias been successful in his business un- 
dertaking's, and is a proinint-nt nieml)er of the Business Men's 
club, of Memphis, lie has always taken an active pan in both 
state and county politics, having been elected delegate several 
times to county and state conventions, and is always in touch 
with the mass of the people and knows the political stiuation of 
his party. He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and a member and deacon in the Third I^byterian 
church of Memphis, Tenn. 

STODDERT CARUTHEKS, late of Jackson, Tenn.. one of 
the leatling attorneys at the Madison county bar. was honi in 
that city, Feb. 21, 1845, ^i'-'' parents being James and Frances 
(McCorry) Caruthers. His father was educated for the law, 
but never followed that profession. He was a soldier in the 
war of 1812, and his father, Joseph Caruthers, the grandfother 
of Stoddert, was with Washington during the Revolution, being 
present at the surrender of Lord Comwallis, which pracftically 
closed the struggle for independence. With such antecedents, 
it was natural that he should become a S(»ldier in the Confed- 
erate army during the Civil war. When hostilities commenced 
he was a student at the West Tennessee college, but laid aside 
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his iKxjks to join a company oi boys, the oldest one in the com- 
pany being the captain, John S. (iroves, who was but nineteen 
years of age. This company was made Company G, Ninth 
Tennessee cavalry, and assigned lo Forrest's brigade. Tlie regi- 
ment remained with Forrest untit after the battle of Chidc- 
amauga, when it was transferred to Wheeler's command, and it 
served there until ordered to report to General Martin for de- 
tached duty in Eastern Tennessee. During the Atlanta cam- 
paign young Caruihers was with Kelly's brigade, and was later 
again under Forrest in the mihtary operations about Franklin 
and Xashville. After the final surrender at Gainesville, Ala., in 
May. 1865. he returned lionie and entered llie law department 
of Cumberland university, from which he graduated in June. 
1867. Since then Mr. Caruthers won an honorable name for 
himself in the legal professicm and attained a wide influence as 
a citizen. He never ceased to be a student, and few attorneys 
in his section of the state were better equipped to enter into the 
trial of a difficult case. In 1888 he was appointed attorney- 
general for the eleventh judicial circuit, where he made a record 
as an efficient, conscientious and courageous official. As a coun- 
selor he was always conservative, never advising his clients to 
go to law unless he was almost certain that tln-v had a q'ood 
cause; as an advfKate he was earnest atvl enci^ctic. his argu- 
ments rarely failing to iuive the desired effect on the ci>urt or 
jury; and as judge of law he was fully conversant with all the 
leading authorities, which made his opinions worth observing. 
In private life he was a genial, affable gentleman, always ready 
to assist any worthy charity or to further any movement for 
the good of the general public. 

JAMES W'KST.FA' DURHAM, attorney. Memphis. Tenn., 
was br)rn at Danville. Ky.. Dec. 15, 1X54. ffis f.itlier. Milton 
j. Durham, was ];<>rn in Mercer county. Ky.. May id, 1.SJ4. 
reared in tliat state, and graduated from Asbury (now De- 
Pauw) university, at Greencastlc, Ijid., in the class of 1844. He 
followed this with a course in the Louisville Law school, from 
which he received his diploma in 1846. Among his class- 
mates were the Hon. Michael C Kerr, afterward a speaker of 
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the national liouse of reprcseniatives. He opened a law office 
at Danville, Ky., practicing until 1862, wiien he was appointed 
drcuit court judge of his district, but after serving three years, 
he resumed his practice. In 1872 he was elected to Congress 
from the eighth district, and was twice re-elected. In 1876 he 
was elected grand sire of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, and is now the C^des!t living past grand sire in the world. 
In April, 1885, he was appointed first comptroller of the United 
States treasiir\', and served four years, during Cleveland's first 
administration. In 1889 he went t ) LexiiTOfton. Ky., organized 
the Central bank, of Lexington, ami w.is its cashier from that 
time to 1901. The grandfather of the subject of this sketch 
was John D. Durham, a native of Virginia and a pioneer in 
Kentucky. James W. Durham was educated at Centre oolt^. 
in Danville, graduating in 1873. He entered the Louisville 
Law school, frcmi which he was graduated in 1874, taking two 
courses in one, and returned to Danville, where he entered into 
partnership with his father, Hon. Milton J. Durham, at that 
time member of Congress from the eighth Kentucky district. 
This partnership continued until Jan. I, 1886, when he was 
p.))])' >inted deputy surveyor of customs at Louisville, Ky., under 
John 1". (jathright. and contnuicd in that position for four 
years, under Qeveland's first administration. In March, 1888. 
he was elected colonel of the First regiment, Uniform rank. 
Knights of Pytiiias, and held that position until 1891, when he 
removed to Memphis, Tenn., where he has since practiced his 
profession. In xgoi he was elected to the legislature from 
Shelby county for two years; served on the judiciary committee, 
on a special committee for the redistricting of the state, and on 
the special committee to visit the charitable institutions of the 
state. Mr. Durham is an ardent Democrat, and takes an 
active part in politics. In t88o he was a delegate to the Demo- 
cratic national convention, wliich met at Cincinnati and nom- 
inated Hancock and English. He was a delegate from Boyle 
county, Ky., to all state, district and county conventions from 
the time he was eighteen years of age. 
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JOSEPH W. BUCHANAN, al- 
torney, of Memphis, Tenn.. is a na- 
tive of North Carolina, having lx:en 
l)orii in Chatham county, of tliat 
state. His parents soon after moved 
to Chickasaw county, Miss., where he 
passed his early life. He received his 
primary education in the sch(^)ls near 
his home, an<l in i860 graduated 
from the University of Mississippi. 
He enlisted in the Chickasaw (iuards 
on Jan. 10, 1861, and accompanied 
them to Pcnsacola, Fla., where he remained al)out one month. 
In April the Guanls were sent to Virginia, where they were as- 
signed to the Eleventh Mississippi infantry, being Company H 
of that organization. Mr. Buchanan sersed as a private until 
the following August, when he was hvmorably discharged for 
physical disability. Returning to his home in Mississippi, he 
raised a company in Chickasaw county, which l)ecame Company 
H of the Twenty-fourth Mississippi infantry, and he was elected 
its captain, serving as such until August. 1864. when he was left 
on the field as mortally woundetl. at Joneslxiro, Ga., and cap- 
tured by the Federal troops. A few days later he was recai)tured 
by the Confederates and sent to the hospital at Cuthbert. Ga., 
where he remained until Novemlur, 1865. when he returned to 
his Mississippi home, where for four years he was an invalid 
from the injuries received at Jonesboro. He was with his com- 
mand at Perryville, Ky.. Murfreesboro. Tenn., and from Dalton 
to Atlanta, liesides numerous skirmishes of a minor nature. 
In 1868 he was admitted to practice law. and located at Hous- 
ton. Miss. Two years later he removed to Okolona, where he 
continuecl to practice until 1888. when he located at Memphis, 
where he has remained. Jndge Buchanan has had much ex- 
perience, not only in the law. but in legislative duties. He 
was a mcml)er of the Mississippi legislature from 1880 to 1884. 
being twice elected. In the latter part of 1882 he was appointed 
judge of the first judicial district of Mississippi, by Gov. Roljert 
Lowry, and served in that position until March 1, 1887. when 




Digitized by Google 



NOTABLE MBN OF TENNESSEE 



in 



he resigned to become attorney for the Kansas City, Memphis 
& Birmingham Railroad Company, with headquarters at Mem- 
phis. He is also local attorney for the Postal Telegraph and 
CaUe Company. Always loyal to tlie memory of his cause, 
he takes much inteiest in his comrades in arms, and served for 
two years as commander of General Walthall's Veteran Lei^ion. 
He was renred in the Presbyterian faith, is a Knight i emiilTr 
Mason, a Knight of Pythias, and a meml)er of the Indqtendent 
()i<k-r of Odd Fellows. The foilowinj^ is a tribute from (len. 
Stephen D. Lee, of Mississippi: **Judge Buchanan, in his mili- 
tary record, is an illustration of the heroic spirit which pervaded 
the South in its great struggle for constitutional liberty, and 
displays in his maimed body that fottitude peculiar to his people, 
a fortitude which never yielded to adverse conditions. In his 
civil career he bent every energy to the upbuilding of liis des- 
olated land, showing that determination and resolve which were 
exhibited by the Southern people everywhere after the heroic 
days of i8()i f<i tW>5. thus showing themselves even greater 
amid unsurpassed :^li i()iiiy political conditions than when engaged 
ir. battle. As a law}cr he exemplities liis all-round and varied 
talents to fill well and ably every honor and duty devolved up<Mi 
him; always holding the confidence of his associates at the bar 
and of those high in official positions who sought his skill as 
a practiticmer. Promotion after promotion has been his jubt 
reward. From boyhood to mature manhood he was always the 
genial, courteous, accomplished gentleman and companion, which 
was a great factor in his uniform and gradual success in life.*' 

RICHARD D. JORDAN, of Memi.liis. Tcnn.. attorney-at- 
law and referee in bankruptcy tor tlie western division of the 
western district of Tennessee, was l>jrn in Hampton. \ a., in 
1844. He is the son of Rix Jordan, a native of Virginia, 
having been reared near Richmond, where he was a successful 
merchant and one of the prominent citizens of his day. His 
wife was Sarah Banks, daughter of Maj. G. D. Banks, a dis- 
tinguished lawyer of Yorktown, Va. They removed to Essex 
county. V;i.. and later to Hampton, near Fort Monroe, where 
both died. Their remains . lie entombed in the cemetery of 
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St. John's Episcopal church, the oldest church with one excep- 
tion in Virginia, botli having been members ot that faitli, as had 
been their ancestors. In politics, the father was an "Old Line 
Whig. " Richard D., one of their four children, was bom Oct. 
7, 1844. He was educated at Hampton Military institute 
which institution he entered when but a boy. At the time the 
war broke out he was but seventeen years of age, but, young as 
he was, he opposed the thought of secession until the last mo- 
ment. When Virginia sece<le(l, however, he cast his fortunes 
with his state, and in April, 1861, enlisted in Company G, First 
Virginia infantry, as a private, and scr\c<l until the close of 
the war. 'lliis regiment was assigned to General Longstreet's 
brigade, which was the nucleus of Pickett's division, and with 
this division he continued to the end of hostilities. He was 
severely wounded at the battle of Seven Pines, in May, 1862, 
being disabled for six months; was also wounded at Gettysburg, 
and again at Five Forks, March 31, 1865, where he was cap- 
tured and sent to Ft. Lookout, being held until the following 
June. During his term of service, young Jordan partici- 
pated in the engagements at I'uli Run and Mana>>;as. in July. 
1861; Seven I'ines. where he was wounded in the left thigh, 
sent to Richniiiiid. and later to relatives in Henrico and Ruth- 
erford counties, with whom he remained until tlie following 
November, when he rejoined his command; Fredericksburg. 
Va.; Suffolk, Va.; Gettysburg, on the last day, July 3, where 
Pidcett's division was so depleted that it went into winter 
quarters between Taykirsville and Hanover Junction, and here 
remained until the spring of 1864; Plymouth, S. C, after 
which the division was recalled to the defense of Richmond 
and Petersburg; Drcwry's I'>luff. Va .: Bermuda Hundreds. 
Dinwiildie Court House and I'ive Forks. On W\n-^ discharged, 
in June, 1865. he returned to Hampton, to lind his home 
destroyed and most of liis old friends gone. With nothing but 
his old uniform and a one-dollar greenback, he went to Balti- 
more, where he secured a position in a wholesale chinaware 
house, as clerk, remaining until March. 1866, reading law at 
night. From there he went to Shelby county. Tenn., where 
he spent two years as principal teacher in the Raleigh academy. 
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Still reading law in his spare moments. He then became a 
student in the law office of Pike & Adams, at Memphis, and 
later with Beecher & Bdcher— all able men. In June, 1869, he 
was admitted to practice. Soon after his admittance, he be> 
came a member of the fimi of Randolph, Hammond & Jordan, 
the hrni continuing for eight years. Since that time Mr. Jordan 
has practiced rilone, with a marked degree of success. In 
January, 1883, elected county attorney of Shelby 

county, and was re-elected six times, retiring voluntarily to 
resume his h.w practice. On Jan. i, 1894, he was again elected 
county attorney for two years; was elected a member of the 
school board of Memphis in 1881, and in January, 1885, was 
made president of tiie board, serving as such until 1892; was 
appointed referee in bankruptcy by Judge Eli S. Hammond. 
Dec. I, 1898, and has frequently been sent as a delegate to 
DeiiKKratic judicial and congressional conventions. Mr. Jor- 
dan is looked upon as a man of sound judgment, and this has 
led to his selection for the various responsible positions which 
he has held. As county attorney, he distinguished himself by 
the able manner in which he conducted the case of Exstein 
Noftcm, in the supreme court of the United States, where, 
opposed fay some of the ablest lawyers ,of New York, he 
won his case and saved to Shelby county nearly $190,000. An 
ardent friend and champion of the public schools, he brought 
to his duties on the board excellent training and devoted much 
of his time to the development of the school system of Mem- 
phis. Mr. Jordan is a member of the Episcopal church, and 
was for years a vestryman of Grace E[)iscopal church, in Mem- 
phis. On .Sept. 3. 1872. he was marrieil to Bettic Crau iord, 
daughter of Erasnnis S. and l--lvira A. Crawford, formerly of 
Vidcsburg, Miss., but for many years residents of Memphis. 
They have three daughters and a son — ^Louisa, t^ura, Elwin 
and Ridiard D. 

JOHN M. STEEN, attorney, of Memphis, Teini.. was 

born on a plant:it!iMi in Rankin cr)nntv. Miss., in rJ^6o. He 
received his primary education there in the local schools, and 
in 1885 graduated from the University of Mississippi, at Ox- 
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t'ord. He taught as adjunct professor in the university for 
the following year, and at the end of that time he was elected 
superintetulent of tlie city schools at West Point, Miss., where 
he remained for two years. He then entered the law school 
at Lebanon. Tenn.. and graduated with the class of 1887. 
Shortly afterward he settled in Memphis, and engaged in tlie 
practice of the law. Mr. Stecn is at the present time the legal 
representative for several cori)oralions. He was for two years 
assistant attorney for Shelby county, and has served on the 
Memphis lx)ard of education. He takes some interest in 
politics, and has lx?en a delegate to several state conventions. 
He has large planting interests in Arkansas. 

FRANK P. POSTOX, one of the 
attorneys of Memphis, Tenn., was 
lx)rn in that city on April 2, 1859. 
He received his primary education in 
the public schcxils of the county, and 
at the early age of sixteen years be- 
came a law clerk in the office of 
Humes & Poston, studying law. and 
was admitted to the bar at the age of 
twenty-two years. Afterward he be- 
came a member of the firm of Poston 
& Poston. (leneral Humes retiring. 
This partnership continued until 1891. when the senior partner, 
David H. Poston, died. Since that dite Mr. Poston has prac- 
ticed alone. In politics, he is a Democrat, and he takes an 
active part \u affairs of moment in which that party engages. 
He was a delegate lt> the gul)ernal.;rial convention which nomi- 
nated Gov. Peter Turney for his second term, and was a dele- 
gate to the stale judicial convention of 18X6. While doing a 
general practice. Mr. Poston has devoted himself to corpo- 
ration law, making a specialty of railroad and insurance law. 
and is a director in and counsel for the Memphis & Chatta- 
ruxiga railway and coun.sel for the Memphis & Charleston 
Railway Company, the Southern Railway Company, the 
Northern Alalnma Railway Company, the Pnn'ident Savings 
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Life Assurance society, of New York, the Memphis Asphalt 
and Paving Company, the \V. E. McGhee Grocery Company. 
an<l other corporations. lie belongs to the Central Methodist 
church, of which he is chairman of the board of trustees. 

BENJAMIN F. BERRY, senior 
member of the law tirm of Berry & 
Rolierts, Memphis, Tenn., was born 
at Delniar, Ala., in 1865, and re- 
mained there until fourteen years of 
age, when, impatient of the quietness 
of life in that place, he ran away 
from home. He came to Memphis 
with a determination to make his own 
way, found employment as collector 
for a furniture firm the next day 
after reaching the city, and remained 
with this firm the greater part of the time for the next eight 
years. During a part of that time he attended night school, 
and then read law at night for two years, working in the 
daytime. He afterward attended high school at Godfrey, Ala., 
for nine months of each year for three years, putting in the 
remaining three months teaching in Winston county, of that 
state. In 1888 he graduated from the high .school, returned 
to Memphis and to his old |K>sition with the Empire Furniture 
Company, the firm with which he had been employed before 
he went to Godfrey. He remained with this firm for five years 
more, studying law at night during the last two years of the 
time. In September. 1897, went to Lelxinon, Tenn., where 
he entered the law department of Cumberland university, and 
graduated in June. 1898. He was admitted to the bar the same 
year, and opened a law office in Memphis, where he remains. 
The first month he did not take in a cent, and the next month 
his fees aggregated $18. From that time he has steadily ad- 
vanced, until now he has a fine practice. Mr. Berry does not 
mix in politics. He is a Master Mason, a Knight of Pythias 
and a meml)er of the Improved Order of Red Men. 
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DANIEL EMMET MYERS, a 
member of the Memphis bar, is a 
native of Kentucky, having been born 
near Brookville, Bracken county, Feb. 
7, 1842. After attending the schools 
of that section until sixteen years of 
age, he went to Transylvania univer- 
sity, at Lexinglon, Ky., but left in 
1859, without graduating, and went 
to Bourbon county, where he taught 
for eight months in the Perrin semi- 
nary, at Paris. He then studied lan- 



guages and rhetoric for one term — ten months — at Millers- 
burg seminary, Millersburg, Ky., and read law during the 
time. Returning to Paris, he resumed teaching, and at the 
same time read law with Garrett Davitt. At the termination 
of the school term, in 1861, he was admitted to the practice 
of law by the supreme court. In the early summer of 1862 he 
enlisted at Lexington, Ky., in Company F, Col. Howard 
Smith's regiment, and was made first lieutenant of the com- 
pany. After the battle of Murfreesboro, in December, 1862. 
he was appointed by Gen. Abe Buford as the commanding 
officer of a company of scouts attached to the brigade, with 
the rank of captain, and was engaged in that capacity until 
General Buford was transferred to the department of the Mis- 
sissippi, in 1863. Near Bradyvillc, Tenn., in 1863, he re- 
ceived a wound in the foot and was sent to Rome, Ga., where 
he remained over a month in the hospital. On leaving Rome, 
he rejoined his command at Vicksburg as aide-de-camp on 
General Buffvrd's staff. This was just before the fall of that 
place, and he accompanied Buford on the retreat before Sher- 
man into Dcmopolis. Ala. The brigade commanded by Buford 
was mounted at this point, and Buford was given command 
of the second division of Forrest's cavalry. Captain Myers be- 
ing made inspector-general of the division with the rank of 
major, and continuecl as such officer until the surrender, when 
he held a captain's commission, though acting as major. Dur- 
ing his term of service Captain Myers was engaged at Rich- 
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nioud; all the fights that occurred in Bragg's retreat; at Mur- 
freesborb, in December, 1862, and January, 1863; the various 
fights to Baker's Credc and on the retreat to Demopolis. 
Ala.; the first and second fights at Paducah, Ky.; commanded 
the expedition which demanded the surrender of Columbus. 
Ky.; was at Brice's Crossroads (or Guntown) and at Harris- 
burg. At the time of the surrender he was at Columbus, Miss., 
on sick leave. Leaving Columbus, soon after the surrender. 
Captain Myers went to Rloomington, 111., aiul remained there 
from the fall of 1865 until the following- sprinp. in the law 
office of Adlai Stevenson, who afterward became vice-president 
of the United States. In the spring of 1866 he went to Mem- 
phis and commenced tiie practice of law, which he- has fol- 
lowed there ev^ since. He has kept out of politics as much 
as possible; is a member of the Episcopal church; belongs to 
the Independent Order of Odd Fdlows and to the Knights of 
Pythias. 

GUSTOX T. FlTXliUGII, attorney, of Memphis, Tenn.. 
was bom in Smith county, Miss., Aug. 31, 1866. Soon after 
his birth his piirents removed to Rankin coimty, in that state, 
where they lived until Guston was nine years of age. At that 
time the father, L. T. Fitzhugh, became a professor in the 
University of Mississippi, at Oxford, and there the son was 
educated, graduating in 1886, with the degree of B. A. and 
the first honor of his class, and in 1889 from the law depart- 
ment. In the meantime, his father Imd l>ccome president of ;i 
.female college at Brookhavcn, Miss., and the son had taught 
two years there previous to passing throuifh the law school. 
Going to Memphis, the young lawyer became associatefl with 
the late Judge Calvin F. Vance, attorney of the Illinois Cen- 
tral failroad. This association continued until 189 1, when lie 
formed a partnership with James H. Watson, wldch was dis- 
solved in 1901, and since that time Mr. Fitzhugh has practiced 
alone. He takes great interest in Democratic politics, has been 
delegate to various state and judicial conventions, and as one 
of the managers of the campaign of Thomas B. Turley for 
United States senator, in 1899. he won distinction as a political 
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strat^ist and (Vgantzer. In 1898 he was one o£ the com- 
mittee that waited on Governor Taylor to urge Turlcy's appoint- 
ment to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Senator Isham 

G. Harris. On two occasions he was an active supporter of 

H. W. Carmack— once when that gentleman was a candidate 
lor Congress, in 1896, and again when he in;uie tiie mot for 
ihe I'nited States senate, in 1901. Mr. Fitzlnigli is counsel 
for the Nashville, Chaltan<K><^i & St. Louis Railr>ia<l ('om- 
jiany. the Mutual Life Insurance ('i)nii)an\, oi \e\\ V<>rk; the 
Cnilf Compress Company, of Memphis, and the Tennessee Trust 
Company. He is director aiuJ attorney for the Memphis News 
Publishing Comi>any, and a director in the Tennessee Trust 
Company. In 1898 he raised Company Fourth Tennessee 
infantry, and was made its captain. For four iponths the com- 
pany was in camp at Knoxville, but got no farther, the war 
being ended before it became necessary to call out the regi- 
ment, ^e is a member of tlie Metliodist Episcop li church. 

ARTHUR S. BUCHANAN, of Mempliis. Tenn.. a prom- 
inent member of the bar of that city, uas horn on a planti- 
tion in DeSoto county, Miss., in 1856. He hved there and 
attttidtd school until he was twenty years of age. In 1878-79 
he took the law course at the University of Mississippi, at 
Oxford, graduating in the latter year. In January, 1880, he 
began the practice of law at Hernando, Miss., where he re- 
mained until 1887, when he removed to Memphis. Here he 
soon forged his way, by patient industry and native talent, to 

place among the foremost attorneys, w'nning fame as .1 
counselor and advocate, and a handsnme income from his 
large clientage. W'liile in Hernando, he was elected to the 
legislature of Mississippi, serving one term. He represented 
the Illinois Central Railroad Company there for years. He is 
interested in the mining interests of the South, and is a stock- 
holder and secretary of the Buffalo Creek Coal Mining Com* 
pany, of Hopkins county, Ky. Mr. Buchanan is a member of 
the Baptist church. 
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MILES SHERMAX BLCKIXG- 
HAM. piesideiU of the State Nat.onal 
bank, of Memphis. Tetm., is a native 
of that city, and a son of the late 
Henry G. Buckingham. He secured 
his education in the pubUc and private 
schools of Memphis, and in 1864 en- 
tered the employ of the Jackson lii- 
suiance and Banking Company, as 
collector. When the State National 
bank was organized, in 1873. he was 
made teller of that institution. He 



remained with the bank from that time, being advanced suc- 
cessively to the offices of assistant cashier, cashier and presi- 
dent, having been chosen for the last-named place, the highest 
within the gift of the directors, in January. 1897. Mr. Buck- 
ingham has grown with the bank and is part and parcel of 
it. Constant and unwavering devotion to its interests and 
.steady application to business long ago won for him not only 
the substantial rewards following such a course in life, but the 
confidence and esteem of the citizens generally. In 1900 he 
was made treasurer of the Memphis scIuk)1 board. Col. James 
A. Malone, a prominent attorney of Memphis, siys: "Al- 
though Mr. Buckingham is (|uaHfied for the responsible and 
difficult duties of a banker by an education in all the details 
of banking from actual .service, commencing at the very l»t- 
lom and climbing to the very top. it is not sf)lely by his train- 
ing th:'.t he has achieved his great success. He is a wonderful 
judge of men. and this has enabled him to giasp any business 
proi>osition almost intuitively, so that his instant decision has 
proven almost unerring. The fact that the State National bank, 
under his administration, has grown to be one of the foremost, 
if not the foremost bank in Memphis, shows his great cai)acity 
as a financier. Mr. Buckingham has not only mental and 
business capacity of the highest order, but by natural tempera- 
ment is of the most congenial disposition. When to these 
qualifications is added the unbounded confidence of all his fel- 
low-citizers in his integrity, it is easily understood why he 
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has so often hixn selecttd as the cu^hxlian of large sums of 
money for distribution in large deals, and the reason is also 
plain why he has so often been selected as executor or trus- 
tee where large estates and trusts are to be administered. He 
is a tireless worker; no task, however great or complicated, 
can in any way daunt his energy* and it takes him but a short 
time to bring order <wit of chaos, however hopeless the busi- 
ness transactions may appear at first si^ht. Though of a most 
companionahle and confjenia! di-ipo^ition. lov ing^ liis family and 
friends and enj»»ying their society, at the same time he takes 
such an interest in his business affairs that he really enjoys 
his cvery-day work as though it was mere recreation." 

LUCIUS T. M. CANADA, attorney* of Memphis* Tenn., 
was bom on a farm in Fayette county, of that state, in 1861. 
He remained there until sixteen years of age, attending the 

conmion schools, and then went to Jackson, Tenn., where he 
attended the Southwest Baptist university, from which insti- 
tution he was {graduated in the class of 1883, with the deg^rec 
of M. A. lie taught f'.r a year in liis alma mater, and for two 
years in Tciniessee and Arkansas, .-tudving law during the 
latter period as opportunities offered. He then went to 
Lebanon, Tenn., in 1887, where he complied his law course 
in the short space of five months. He was admitted to the bar 
the same year* and located in Memphis. In 1895 he was 
•elected to the state senate, from Shelby county, and in 1897 was 
re-elected. He has been a delegate t<> state conventions on 
several cKxasions. and was at one time chairman of the executive 
board of the Shelby county executive committee. He is a mem- 
ber of ihc Baptist church, a Blue Ix>dge Mason and a member 
of tlie Sigma Alpha Epsilon (ireek-letter college fraternity. 

KENNEDY JONES, M. D., one of the most eminent physi- 
cians of Memphis. Tenn., was bom in Nashville, that state, 
and in early youth went to Arkansas. Later he lived in Colum* 
bia, Tenn., where he attended school, and graduated from the 

I^niversity c>f the Sovitli. at Scwaiue. in 1879. Going to Mem- 
phis, he studied medicine under Dr. Heber Jones, and attended 
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the Memphis Hospital Medical college. After the completion 
of his studies there, he followed the example of his preceptor, 
an<l went abroad to learn what he could of his profession in 
the hospitals and from the eminent specialists of foreign lands. 
He took a course imder Dr. M. Mackenzie, studied at Paris, 
Berlin. Vienna and other places on the continent, and on his 
return commenced practice in Memphis, where he remains. At 
the present time, he is laryngologist of the City hospital, and 
formerly held that position in St. Joseph's hospital. He is a 
member of the American and Tri-State Medical associations, 
the Shelby County Medical society, and belongs to the Epis- 
copal church. 



graduated from the Eclectic Medical institute, of Cincinnati, 
in i860. Locating at Stewartsville, in Shelby county, he prac- 
ticed until May. 1862. when he enlisted as a private in Com- 
pany E. Twelfth Tennessee cavalry. He was soon afterward 
elected second lieutenant of the company, and served as such 
for about two years. In September. 1864, he was commis- 
sioned as captain of Company H, of the same regiment, which 
was at that time consolidatetl with Forrest's old regiment, and 
continued as such officer until the close of the war. He sur- 
rendered with his regiment at Gainesville, Ala., in the spring 
of 1865. Captain Stewart was in the following fights: 
Athens, Ala.. Sulphur Trestle and Middle Tennessee raid fights, 
as well as many minor affairs, in which he bore himself in 




CYRUS M. STEWART, M. D., a 
successful and popular physician of 
Memphis, Tenn.. and superintendent 
of the Poor and Insane asylum, of 
Shelby county, was born in Gibson 
county, Tenn., Nov. 1, 1832. He 
lived there until 1845, when his 
parents moved to a farm in Shelby 
county, where he grew to manhood. 
He attended New Salem academy, in 
that county, adding to the education 
gained in the common schools, and 
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such a manner as to win the approval of his superior officers. 
At the conclusion of the war, he returned to Shelby county. 
Tenn.. and commenced picking up the broken threads of what 
h;i 1 l>een a successful practice. In i88j he took a course in 
the .Meiiii)his Hospital Medical college, and further prepared 
hitnseli for work in his profession. In i88(; he removed to 
Mempiiis, opened an otifice in that city, and with the acquaint- 
ance gained during the preceding years, he soon gained a 
practice. The following year he was appointed to his present 
position, and has continued to hold it with an excellent record. 
Doctor Stewart is a Royal Arch Mason, belongs to the Tri- 
State Medical society, and is a member of the Cumlxrrland 
Presbyterian church. He also l)el«>ngs to the Confederate 
Historical society and to the United Confederate Veterans. 

JAMES A. OMiU-.KCi, JR.. city engineer of Memphis. 
Tenn.. is one itf tiie ^ucces.stul young men who claun liiat city 
as a birthplace. He was born there May 16, 1876; was edu- 
cated in the public schools of the city and at Vanderbilt uni- 
versity, at Nashville, where he received the degree of C. E. 
He commenced the practice of his profession in his native city, 
and in October. 1902. was ap]K>inted to his present iK)sition 
by the b u l of fire and police commissioners. He belongs 
to the Memphis Engineering society, and is an associate mem- 
ber of the American Society of Civil luii^inetT*.. Mr. Omhcrg 
i.s a member of the Episcopal churcii. .iml hcloni^rs to the Kappa 
Alpha college fraternity. His father. James A. Omberg. was 
born at Lawrenceville, Cia.. in 1839. His paternal ancestors 
came from Norway, early last century, and settled in Georgia, 
while his maternal ancestors came from the North of Ireland, 
during the eighteenth century, and settled in South Carolina. 
His father was prepared for a university course, but instead of 
entering a university he took a position as clerk in the Bank of 
Chattanooga, of which his uncle, William Fulton, was the 
cashier. He was then hut fifteen years of age. The Ixink 
.soon alter formed a onnectinn with the Hank of Memphis, and 
Mr. OmlK.M-g was made recei\ing teller of the consolidate<l bank. 
While still a young man he became teller of the Commercial 
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bank, of Memphis. When the war broke out, he enhsted in 
the Confederate army, and served until the close of hostilities. 
On the return of peace, he resumed his position as teller, but 
the bank soon after failed, and he was appointed receiver to 
wind up its affairs. This he did in a way that was highly satis- 
factory to the stockholders and depositors of the bank, as well 
as to the court which app<iinte<l him. On the organization of 
the Union and Planters' bank, in 1869, he was made teller, 
and continued as such for ten years, when he resigned to be- 
come cashier of the Bank of Commerce, which position he still 
holds. His native ability, sharpened by the experience ac(iuired 
in the positions which he has held during these years, enables 
him to discriminate successfully and satisfactorily administer 
the affairs of the bank with which he is engaged. In 1867 
he was married to Miss Eliza Graham, of Memphis. They have 
one daughter and three sons. 



versity, from which he graduated in 1892. Selecting Mem- 
phis as a promising field, he opened an office there, and has 
since practiced in that city. In 1894 he formed a partnership 
with Col. D. E. Myers, and the following year John W. .\p- 
person came into the firm. It is successful, giving attention to 
all lines (if legrd business, and has a large clientage. Mr. 
Ranks, although interested in the success of the Democratic 
party, does not take an active part in politics, nor does he l>e- 
long to anv order. He is vice-pre'^ident of the American 




LEM BANKS, member of the 
legal firm of Myers, Banks & Apper- 
son. of Memphis, Tenn., comes from 
Mississippi, like many of the success- 
ful young professional men of Mem- 
phis. He was born at Love Station, 
DeSoto county. Miss.. March 16, 
1870. His earlier education was 
gained there, and was supplemented 
by a course at Webb's schfH>l, Bell- 
buckle, Tenn., and in the literary and 
law departments of Vanderbilt uni- 
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Savings Bank and Trust Company and president of the Banks 
Grocery Company and the Planters Cotton Company, of Mem- 

HON. Jul IX UVICRTOX, who at the time of lii:, death. 
Dec. II, 1903, was one of the leading' citizens and capitalists 
of Memphis, Tenn., was born at Naslu ille, that slate, April 
27, 1842. He came from a promuient lanni), benig the son 
of John Overton, of Nashville, who was for many years one 
of the most prominent citizens of Davidson count) and was 
the grandson of Judge John Overton, who, with Marcus £. 
Winchester, scfttled the city of Memphis, which is now one of 
the leading communities of the South. He was also the grand- 
nq>hew of Judge Hu I^awson White, whose jiame and deci- 
sions are familiar to all who are acquainted with the develop- 
ment of Tennossce. Although a descendant of some of the 
best blood of the Soulli, John Ovtii'iu, Jr., was not dependent 
upon ancestry for his pr)sition. lie was one of tliosc men who 
accomplish much through the possession of natural talent, 
couple! with earnest effort and far-sightedness in dealing with 
great public questions and interests. He resided in Nash- 
ville until 1865, when he removed to Memphis, and from 
that time imtil his death he remained in the city of his adop- 
tion. Entering into commercial pursuits, he at once advanced 
to ll.i- front rank of business men. His transactions were 
marked by cool tlu^ught, and he was sougflit liy all i'T advice 
and counsel, his ^^trong common sense and line perceptive facul-. 
ties making his judgment of rare value. He was one of the 
factors of Memphis and one of its greatest personalities. 
Those familiar with the dark days of this city, when the ter- 
rible scourge of yellow fever was decimating her population, 
with hundreds lying in the trenches at Elmwood cemetery, 
when all who could do so were fleeing for their lives, and those 
remaining were lax-ridden beyond hope, with the city bank- 
rupt and helpless, remember and appreciate his services. 
Under conditions such as to appall the strongest. Colo- 
nel O^'c^tor^, himself almnst as great a sutTcvor as aiiy. 
wrought out from his splendid brain a plan by which the dead 
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city was brought to life and enabled to again raise her head 
before the world. Talking first with one friend and explaining 
in detail his plan, he called several meetings, each larger than 
its fHxdecessor, and finally, at a meeting attended by thou- 
sands, his plans were ratified ind lie was sent to Nashville to 
secure the legislation by which Memphis forfeited her charter 
and was made a taxing- district with the state as her guardian. 
The i)Ian proved most successful; the fallai city was restored 
in time to her place among the cities of the commonwealth — 
licr creditors cared for, her credit restored and her municipal 
development made possible. In all these trying times, Col. 
John Overton was the foremost figure, and he never relaxed 
his efforts until aH that had been lost had been regained with 
enough added to make impossible a repetition of the disasters of 
1879. Today one of the most prosperous cities of the state, 
her ^tem of sanitation making it improbable that she will ever 
again know the plag^uc of those time<?. Memphis pays grateful 
homat^c to the memory of one of the Httle coterie of men to 
whom she owes so much. A politician for iiis friends, Colonel 
Overton never sought office for himself, tliough sometimes ap- 
pointed and elected to important positions. He was at one 
time a member of the fire and police commission, was made 
president of the commission, but could not be induced to 
accept a second term. He served in the assemUy in 1872-73, 
and in the senate in 1874-75. He did more than any one else 
to reduce the offices and curtail the expenses of Shelby county, 
and as chairman of the senate committee on finance dis- 
tinguished himself. He was several times urged to run for 
Cone^ress, and as many times for governor, but always declinetl. 
No i>jlitical gathering, however, was complete without liis 
presence, and the influence e.xerted by him was great and far- 
reaching. His ^lendid courage, which caused him to stand 
for what he conceived to be the right ; his power of mind over 
men, their recc^ition of his fine self-poise and commanding 
presence, held the strongest within bound, and the most fiery 
became cool. One of the most important parks in Memphis is 
named for him, it Ijeing largely the result of his cfToits, in his 
desire to make of Memphis a beautiful city as well as a pros- 
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t>erous one. One of the papers, commenting upon his life and 
services, said of him the day after death's hand was laid npon 
him: "He was a man of superior moral cliaractcr. His life 
was as clean as the page upon which his deeds will 1)e re- 
corded. In his business transricti>>ns he was close but always 
honest. He never at any time in his life rc^nrted to deceptive 
mellMcls, and he had no piticncc with or contidencc in any one 
who did.'" He honored the name he inherited: in social life 
he was ever affable and agreeable. He greeted all with a 
kindly word, and his warm, generous heart prompted him 
to relieve the needy poor, with whom he was a favorite. He 
was president of the Vanderbilt Insurance Company, of the 
DeSoto Building and Loan association, and of the Bigbee high 
school; via'-pre<i(lent of the Planters Insurance Compnny and 
of the Bank of GMnmcrce, and a director of the People's 
Insurance Company, the Safe Deposit and Security bank, the 
James tS: (ir.iliam \\'a;L^on Compnny. «hc Tennessee Valley Iron 
and Railroaij dnipany. the Memphis jockey Clnl) association, 
the Ma.sonic Temple association and others. He was married. 
Oct. 23. 1866, to Matilda Walkins. of Davidson county. The 
wife and two children survive him : Jennie and William Thomp- 
son Overton. Three sons were laid away before the father 
was called : Samuel Watkins. John and Lea. The last-nanwd 
died in Texas, suddenly, but a few weeks l^efore his fother, 
who received the news while in New Orleans in attendance upon 
the waterways convention. The last stroke was too much, and 
he never recovered from the sh<K'k caused by the loss of a third 
son. 

JAMES T. JONRS, M. D.. a distin<?irished physician of 
Jackson. Tenn., was born in that city. May 3. 1846. He is a 
son of Rev. Amos W. anfl Mary E. (Womack) Jones. His 
father graduated from Randolph-Macon collie. Va., in 1839. 

with the desreo of D. D . and c:inie to Jackson as a minister 
of the Me'lio(Hit church. For forty years he was president 
of the .MfmphiN Conference Female iu'^titnte. Hr. J. T. Jone«; 
studied at the \\"e<t Tctincs^ce cr)IIc.i^e Ix-fore the war. and at 
the breaking out of hostilities was a student in the Soutiiern 
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university, at Greensboro, Ala. As he was but fifteen years 
of age when the war commenced, he was considered too young 
for a soldier's duties, and was kept in school. In 1863 he 
enlisted as a private in Company A, Sixteenth Tennessee 
cavalry, which was a part of Forrest's celebrated command. 
With this regiment he fought at Brice's Crossroads, Harris- 
burg, Miss., Fort Pillow, all the engagements of H»x)d*s Ten- 
nessee campaign, and numerous other engagements, including 
the military operations around Murfreesboro during the siege. 
Throughout his entire service, young Jones furnished his own 
horse and gun, and never took a cent of compensation for his 
.'services. After the war, he took up the study of medicine, 
graduating from the Washington university, Baltimore, Md.. in 
1870. He at once Kxated in his native city, where, by his 
favorable acquaintance, his success in treating disease, his con- 
stantly dignified manner and his general character as a man 
and a physician, he has built up a large an<l lucrative ])ractice. 
Doctor Jones was for years the health officer of his county, and 
in that cap.icity introduced a number of reforms to improve the 
general sanitary condition and the public health. In 1873 he 
was united in marriage to Miss Belle Gates, of Al)erdeen. Miss., 
and they hnve one diughter, Mary E. 



bookkeeper for a cigar nnnufacturing company. He remained 
there until 1884, when he returned home, and in Xovember of 
that year was made a deputy in the clerk and master's office, in 




THOMAS B. CALDWELL, of 
Memphis. Tenn., clerk and master of 
the chancery court of Shelby county, 
is a native of the countv of which he 
is an official. He was l>jrn in the 
ninth civil district of Shelby C(junty. 
Nov. 30. 1 86 J. He attended the com- 
mon schools until seventeen years of 
age. when he commenced clerking in 
a little store in Bartlett, where he re- 
mained for three years. He then went 
to I^ynchburg. Va., where he became 
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which position he served until Sept. i, 1896, when he retired 
and engage<l in the fire insurance business in Memphis. In 
1897 he was the choice of his party for the legislature, and was 
elected as Shelby county's representative. He served so well 
that two years later he was elected to the state senate from the 
thirty-second district. On Aug. 9, 1900, Qiancellor F. H. 
Heiskell appointed him to the position he now occupies. An 
ardent Democrat, he takes an active part in politics, is gen- 
erally selected as one of the delegates to the state convention of 
the party, and is always ready to take part in the delibera- 
tions of his party, both locally and in its larger affairs. Mr. 
Caldwell is a memljer of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. 



clair was Ann Mclntyre, daughter of Archibald Mclntyre, of 
Kenmore, Perthshire, Scotland, who with his family came to 
Canada in 1800, and in the same year the marriage of Peter 
Sinclair and Ann Mclntyre occurred. The family is a branch 
of the Sinclairs of Caithness, and of Norman extraction 
through William SincFair, a kinsman of William the Conqueror, 
and an officer in the anny of conquest. Archibald Sinclair, 
the father of Doctor Sinclair, was a farmer, and proprietor of 
lumber and flouring mills in Bruce county. Ontario, and served 
the pubhc many terms as a member and reeve (presiding 
officer) of the township council and as a member of the county 
council. Doctor Sinclair was his youngest son. On the ma- 




ALEXANDER GRANT SIN- 
CLAIR, M. D., LL. D. Dr. Alexan- 
der Grant Sinclair was born July 30, 
1842, in Charlottenburgh, Glengary 
county, Ontario, Canada, and is the 
son of Archibald and Mary (Grant) 
Sinclair. The former was the second 
son of Peter Sinclair, of Perthshire. 
Scotland, who l>ecamc a resident of 
Canada in 1800. The latter was a son 
of Finlay Sinclair, of the same place 
in Scotland. The wife of Peter Sin- 
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ternal side, Doctor Sinclair is descended from United Empire 
loyalist stock. His mother was a dau^ter of Peter Grant, 
who served with the British forces in the war of 1812, and 
whose father was Angus Grant, a native of Inverness, Scotland, 
but a resident of the state of New York from 1774 t*^ 1784. 
Angus Grant died, in 1813. from injuries received while on 
military duty in the war with the United States in 18 u. He 
was the son of John Grant, of Inverness, a part of whose clan, 
the powerfnl clan Grant, took up arms in 1745-46 tor the 
restoration of the iriouse of Stuart, nnder the leadership of 
Prince Charles Edward. After the defeat of the Stuart forces, 
at the memorable battle of CuUoden, April 16, 1746, John 
Grant, with his brother Alexander and eighty-two others, was 
exiled to Barfaadoes for a term of fourteen years. This was 
done in violation of the terma of surrender. Only two of the 
exiles lived to return, and of these John Grant was one. But 
his setise of injury was deep, the Stuart cause was a lost cause, 
and he resolved to leave forever the land of his birth. Ac- 
cordingly, in or about the \car 1760, he set sail for America, 
selecting a part of the rich .ukI fertile valley of the Mohawk, 
where now stands the town of Johnstown, N. V., for his 
future home. Before leax-ing Scotland, he had been required 
to take the oath of allegiance, and when the Revolutionary 
war broke out, he and his family felt that duty demanded 
fealty to the existing government, even at the sacrifice of 
pecuniary interests. Accordingly, his son, Angus Grant,^ the 
great-grandfather of D(x:tor Sinclair, joined the royal army 
under Sir John Johnston. Of Angus Grant an act <n l^ravery 
is recorded which, in these days, might have won for him the 
Victoria cross. Marching through the wiK)ds in the winter, 
the command lost its way, and for days they wamlered on. 
weary, hungry and cold. At last, one of their number, unable 
to go farther, lay down to die All were weak and well- 
nigh exhausted, and Sir John said that it was better that one 
should die than that all should perish, and that the man must 
be left to' his fate. But Angus Grant said. "No;" he "would 
bring him along or die with him," and shouldering his fallen 
oomrade he staggered on with the rest. A few hours later a 
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faint halloo was heard in the distance, and Sir John, puttini; 

his ear to the ground for a moment, sprang up cxclaiminj^: 
"We're saved; we're saved; that is the voice of niy broilier 
William!" And so it provc<l. Another incidcTit h worthy of 
record. The loyahsts \vh<j hail left their faniihes lx*hind ihem 
were natiirallv anxinus alvait their welfare, hut to visit them 
was perilous in the extreme, lor short shrill was given any 
who were found within the lines of the Revolutionary army 
without a pass. Angus Grant, however, became so anxious re- 
garding his wife and helpless family, that he determined to 
risk all, and under cover of night he stole to his home on the 
banks of the Mohawk. The following morning a thrilhng mes- 
sage, "the solihers are coming," was sent from the lookout 
on the hill. In the cliimney corner, smoking, and with his 
highland "hhie lionnet" drawn over his eves, sat old John 
Crant. of Ciillodeti fame. A hurried exchange of clothes, and 
the yomig man took liis father's jjl ice in the chimney corner. 
When the soUhers looketl in, they saw. as tliey thought, what 
they had often seen before, the old min dozing by the fire. and. 
remounting, they rode away. In 1784 Angus Grant moved his 
family across the border, where he. in common with other 
United Empire Loyalists, was indemnified for his losses with 
large grants of land from the British government. His son. 
Peter, as mentioned above, was the father of Mary, who mar- 
ried Archibald .Sinclair, and hecame the mother 'if Dr. .Mex- 
nnder GraiU Sinclair. The laniilv motto of the (Irants was. 
"Craig Kllachie" ( -tand fa-i ). Doctor Sinclair was educated in 
the comnvMi and grammar scln>tjls of the Dominion of Canada, 
and imder private tutors abroad. His stu«hes included Greek. 
I.^tin. French. German. English, mathemitics and natural 
philosophy. He began the study of medicine in 1866. as a 
private student under Dr. Snmuel Campbell, of Ontario, and 
attended his first course i^f lectures in the medical department 
of the University <»f Michigan, session of i.%6-67. taking, in 
the followirg spring, a course of analytical chemistry un»Icr 
Professors Doiinlas and Prc'-cott. In he entered the Col- 

le!L;e of Physicians and .^uri^eons. of New N'ljrk. medical de- 
partment of Columbia university. gra<Uiating from that in.stitu- 
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tion in 1869 with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. In March 
of that year he gained by competitive ex-imination the posi- 
tion of resident sur^eoti of t!ie New York V.ye and Ear 
infirmary, hi>I<Iiiig' it from April 1. iS^nj, until Jan. 29, 1872. 
wlien lie resigned for t]ic i»urpoNe of going abroad for travel 
and further study. In Eutojk; he continued his studies nv.iinly 
in Vienna, but also for a time in London; in the latter place, 
chiefly at tiie Royal London Oj^thalmic hospital, and in the 
former at the Imperial and Royal General hospital, under Arit 
and Bergmeister in ophthalmology, under Gruber in otology, 
under Schroetter, Schnitzler and others in laryngology, and 
under the noted Stridcer in pathology, giving also some ntten- 
tion to dermatology- under Xeuman, Kaposi and the celebrated 
Hebra. Returning to .America, in Septeml>er. i^j}. he settled 
in Detroit. Mich., and in .\'o\ ember of that year entered upon 
a career of j)rivate practice, devoting him.self exclusively, as he 
still does, to diseases of the eye, ear and throat. During his 
residence there he was ophthalmic and aural sutgeon to Harper 
hospital from 1876 to 1879. In 1878 he was tendered the 
position of professor of ophthalmology and otology in the Mem- 
phis Hospital Medical college, of Memphis, Tenn., an institu- 
tion then about to be established in that city, and which, in its 
twenty-first sessi<»n. with 750 students eiuolled. became the 
second largest medical college in the United States. The first 
session of this college l)egan in ()ctol>er, 1880, and in tliat year 
lie removed to Memphis, which has since l)eeii his home. In 
1883 laryngology was added to his chair, and hygiene in 1898. 
In 1883 the chair of materia medica and therapeuti<s became 
vacant and at the solicitation of other members of the faculty, 
he occupied that professorship also during two sessions. 1883 
to 1885. He was secretary of the faculty 1883-84, and dean 
of the faculty during two prosperous sessions, 1884 to 1886. 
In 1890 he agaiti Ijecame secretary of the faculty, an office 
\v1iich he continues to hold. He has l)een ophthalmic and aural 
.^urgeon to St. Jo.sepli :> hospital since 1889, the vear in which 
it was founded, and since 1892 laryngologist to the s ime insti- 
tution. Since 1890 he has Ijeen ophthalmic and aural surgeon to 
St. Peter's Orphan asylum, and has also held since 1890 the 
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office of Uniteti States special cxainining surgeon. He was 
formerly ophthalmic and aural surgeon to St Mary's Cottage 
hospital, and from 1899 to 1903 held Ae same position in the 
Memphis Gty hospital. Since 1894 he has been ophthalmic 
and aural surgeon and laryngolpgist to the East End dispen- 
sary, and since 1902 ophthalmic surj^eon to the Old Ladies' 
(now the Mary Galloway) home. In iH{;6, at the meeting of 
the Southern Medical Collepfc association, licld at Atlanta. Ga., 
Doctor Sinclair firij^^inated tlie movement lor the extension of 
the required time of medical college attctulancc to four years of 
six months each, by introducing a resolution to so amend the 
constitution as to make attendance on four sessions of six 
months each, in separate years, obligatory on all students matricu- 
lating for the first time in 1898. or diereafter. After much 
(^position this amendment was adopted at the meeting held on 
Nov. 5. 1898. but inasmuch as the session of 1898-99 had 
already l>ecriin in all southern colleges, it was made operative 
on and after Jan. i. i8r)r). Thus, through his efforts, was 
accomplished this great step in the elevation of the standard of 
medical education in the Southern states. His literary work 
includes eiliturials. addresses, translations from the French and 
German, articles for medical journals, and many papers read 
before the various medical societies of which he is a member. 
During his residence in Detrcnt he was associate editor of the 
Pemnsular Journal of Medicine from 1873 to 1876, and during 
1895 was editor of the Men: phis Medical Monthly, hut early in 
the following year he retired from the general editorship, retain- 
ing, however, and still continuing, the editorship of the depart- 
ment of ophthalmology, .\monq- the titles of the papers which 
he has read hetr^re tnedical socletie> are tiic t'MllMwing: "Cata- 
ract." "Traumatic Oitaract." "iritis," "Cdauconia." "Retinitis 
Albuminurica," "Strabismus." "Oj)hthalmia Xeonatorum," "The 
Elecftro-Magnet in the Extraction of Foreign Bodies from the 
Eye-ball," "Importance of Accuracy in Glasses and Their Fit- 
ting a Part of the Physician's Art," "Stricture of the Nasal 
Duct," "Bi-lateral Glioma of the Retina with Enucleation of 
Both Eyes and Exenteration of One Orbit — Xo Recurrence in 
Seventeen Years," "Sarcoma of the Choroid, Enucleation — No 
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Recurrence in Eight Years," "Mastoid i'eriostitis and Ma>i()id 
Abscess." DcK'tor Sinclair is a member of the American Medical 
association; the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the Tennessee State Medical society, the Medical and 
Surgical Association of West Tennessee, the Tri-State Medical 
Association of Mississippi, Arkansas and Tennessee, the Shelby 
County (now Memphis and Shelby county) Medical society, of 
which he was vice-president in 1889, and is an honorary mem- 
ber of the Mississippi State Medical assfxriation. As delegate 
he represented the Memphis Hospital Medical collej^e in the 
Southern Medical Collie association in 1896, jS<)7 and iXcjS. 
He was formerly a mcml)er of the Michigan Stale Medical soci- 
ety, the New York Upinhalint '1« >gical society from 1870-72, and 
the American Ophthahnological society, 1874 to 1878. He was 
a member of council of the section of ophthalmology, and also 
of the section of otology, of the International Medical congress 
hdd in Washington, D. C, in 1887. In this congress he read 
a- paper on "Bi-lateral Glioma of the Retina." In 1896 he was 
vice-president of the American Medical Editors' association. 

He belongs to the Tennessee club, a society which was organ- 
ized for social purposes and for cidture in literature and art. 
Among his favorite studies is history. Iwitli ancient and mo<lern. 
Doctor Sinclair is, and has been for .1 number o{ years, a mem- 
ber of the board of directors and vice-president of the Conti- 
nental Savings bank, of Memphis. In religion, he is a Chris- 
tian, in denomination a Baptist, and is a member and chairman 
of the board of deacons of the First Baptist church, of Mem- 
phis. He is a bachelor. In 1901 the Arkansas Normal col- 
Itgt OHiferred upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws. 

S. EM. A XL' EI. KIEROT^F. a carriage manufacturer of Jack- 
son, Tenn., is a native of the State of Xew ^"ork, where he was 
' bom in the year 1833, and is a descendant of the Kierolf fam- 
ily of Christiansand, Norway. When he was about three 
months old his parents removed to Nashville, where he grew 
to manhood and received his education. He learned the trade of 
carriage builder, and was thus employed when the Civil war 
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coniinenccil. In 1861 he enlisted in the Confederate army, as -i 
member of the Twenty-seventh Tennessee infantry, and was 
made sergeant-major. At the battle of Shiloh he distinguished 
himself by his bravery, and was promoted to the rank of adju- 
tant of the regiment. Subsequently he was commissioned cap- 
tain and assignetl to the position of assistant <|uartennaster. 
where he remained until the end of the war. Wiiile on detached 
duty, near Lexington. Tenn.. he was captured by tlie Fe<lerals 
and sent to Johnson's Island, where he was kept as a prisoner 
until the final surrender, when he was released and returned to 
his home. With commendable zeal and industry. Captain Kier- 
olf .set to work to retrieve his shattered fortunes. He located 
at Jackson, began the mnnufacturc of carriages in a modest 
way. which he has gradually increased as the business deminded. 
U'.Uil he has one t>f the mixlern e4|uii)i>ed carriage factories of 
the country. Other factories may employ a larger numl)er of 
meji and turn out a greater number «)f vehicles, but ni»ne can 
boast of a better class of work. In matters outside of his busi- 
ness Mr. Kierolf is regarded as one of the progressive, pubiic- 
spiiited men <tf Jackson, who is always ready to aid any move- 
ment for the upbuilding of the town. 

CHARLES P. ROBERTS, of the 
law firm of Berry & Rolxfrts. was 
lK)rn at Little Rock, Ark., in 1866. 
received a primary education in the 
scht.ols of tint city, and trwik a course 
at St. John's college (now extinct), 
from which he graduated in 1888. He 
studied law with Judge E. H. Eng- 
lish, was admitted to the bar in the 
same year, opened an office at Little 
Rock, and practiced there until 1875. 
when he to:)k up his residence in 
Memphis. In i8<)() lie formed his present p'rtners!iip with Ben- 
jimin F. Bciry. From i8'.)<) to 18173 he was county attorney of 
I'ulaski county. .\rk.. and in i8';3 he was elected to the state 
legislature from his district. He also represented his county in 




Digitized by Google 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 145 

several stale conventions in y\rkansas, l)ut since ninkiny hi.i 
home in Tcnnoscc does nuttake an active part in pnlities. 
Mr. Roberts belongs to the\Irn|)roved Order ot" Keel .\rcTi a tul 
the Kniglils of Columbus. \^ 

JOHN ETHERIDGE McCALL, lawyer, journalist and ex- 
a>ngressnian, of Lexington, Tenn., was bom at Clarksburg. 
Carroll county, of the same state, Aug. 14, 1859. His early life 
was passed on the farm and in attending the common schools 
a few months each year. At the age of nineteen he entered the 
University of Tennessee, and grailnnted from tliat institution in 
1881. He then took u|) the study of law at Huntingdon, the 
countv seat of his natixr county, and in 1883 was admitted to. 
the bar. \\ Inle engaged in the slutly of law he also edited the 
, Tennessee ReptMkmt for about a year. In December, 1883. 
he located at Lexington, where he has ever since been engaged 
in the practice of his profession. Upon attaining his majority, 
he ca^ his lot with the Rq>ublican party and soon became an 
active factor in politics. In 18S4, when but twenty-three years 
old, he was nominated for presidential elector on the I'lainc and 
T-opfan ticket, and made a canvass of his district that will long 
be rcmcml^ered lor its vigor and fairness. In 1886 he was a 
candidate for district attorney, but was defeated, and the follow- 
ing year he was elected to represent Henderson county in the 
legislature. In 1889 he was re-elected to the legislature, and 
during both terms he made a creditable record as a legislator. 
In 1888 he was a delate to the Republican national conventi<m 
diat ncMiiinated Gen. Benjamin Harrison for president. In 1890 
Mr. McCall was appointed assistant United States district attor- 
ney for West Tennessee, but he resigned after serving about a 
year. In 1892 he was a candidate before the Republican state 
convention for the nomination of governor, which went to Hon. 
George W. W'instcad. In \>^<)4 Mr. McCall was iu»minated for 
Congress in the eighth district, and defeated Hon. B. A. Enloe 
by a plurality of about 2,000 voles. He was succeeded two 
years later by Hon. T. W. Sims, a Democrat, of Linden, Perry 
county. In 1900 he received the nomination of his party for 
governor and made a thorough canvass of the state, but was 
it-to 
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defeated by Benton McMillin, though running ahead of his 
ticket. 

PROF. H. C IRBY, who holds the chair of matlieniatics in 
the Southwestern Baptist university, at Jackson, Tenn., was 
bom in Fayette county of that state, June i6, 1835, his parents 
being Henry and O. G. (Read) Irby. The Irby family settled 
in Virginia several years before the Re\oluti<5n, and some of 
the desceiulaiits went from the "Old Dominion" to South Caro- 
hna. It i> from this South Carolina branch that Professor Irby 
comes. I'litli his grandfatliers. Carter Irby and Silas Read, 
were in tlie Revolutionary war. the former being one of 
Marion's men. John B. Irby. who succeeded Gen. Wade Hamp- 
ton in the United States senate from South Qirolina. is a 
cousin to the professor. Professor Irby was educated at the 
Union university, Murfreesboro, Tenn., and after leaving school 
engaged in teaching at Gatewood academy. In May, 1861, he 
left the school-room to enter the Confederate service, and was 
elected second lieutenant of Company D. Ninth Tennessee 
infantry. When the re<4^imetit \\a> > M^am/uil. a little later, for 
actual service, he was made captain. He ftaijj;lit at Shiloh, Fer- 
ryville. Chickamauga. Mi.s.sionary Ritlge. and in the numerous 
engagements of the Atlanta campaign. After the army reached 
Atlanta he was transferred to the (juartermaster's department, 
and served there until the end of the war. Upon the return of 
peace, he again became a teacher, and few educators in the State 
of Tetmcssee are more widely or favorably known. In 1867 
he founfle<l McKcnzie college, and conducted it successfully until 
1875. ^\ hen he accepted the chair of mathematics in the South- 
western Piaptist university. There is one inci<lent in the life 
of Prctfessor Ir})y that lK)r{lers on the romantic. At the battle 
of Perryville he was .severely wounded and left on the tield. 
W^ile he was in the field hospital. Miss Elizabeth F. Eubank, of 
Kentucky, his affianced wife, hearing of his condition, had him 
removed to her own home, where she nursed him back to health 
and strength. When he was fully recovered they were mar- 
ried, and Captain Trby rejoint'd his command. Tn the years fol- 
lowing the war. Mrs. Irby has always .shown the same love and 
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'devotion to her husband that actuated her to care for him when 
he was wounded in defense of his cause. And it is but just 
to Professor Irby to say that this love is mutual, consequently 
his home life is a happy one and the influence of his wife has 
often been the inspiration of his success in his labors. 

CHARLES W. SCHULTE. presi- 
dent of the First National bank and 
\, of the Union Savings Bank and Trust 
\ Company, of Memphis, Tenn., was 
-i born at Munster, Prussia, in 1844, 
Init came to America when only four- 
1 teen years of age. He entered the 
7 Ixmking office of T. F. Adae. at Cin- 
/ cinnati. Ohio, and remained there 
until 1865. when he went to Mem- 
phis and took the position of teller of 
the German National bank, which 
had just been organized. After three years with that insti- 
tution, he was offered and accepted the position of assistant 
cashier of the First National bank. In 1882 he was advanced 
to the [x)siti()n of cashier, and so continued until 1891, when his 
long term of service and exceptional judgment led to his selec- 
tion as president. In 1893 the Union Savings Bank and 
Trust Company was organized, and Mr. Schulte was elected 
president. Under his management the bank's deposits have 
increased from $60,000, in 1893, to nearly $700,000 at the pres- 
ent time. Mr. Schulte was chairman of the clearing house com- 
mittee in the dark days of 1893, and he. with a few others, 
saved the city and many private concerns from great financial 
trouble. In commenting upon him. a paper said recently : "In 
times when other cities of the United States have felt the shock 
of financial disaster. Memphis has stood solid, and never has 
the slightest breath of suspicion disturl)ed the glassy surface 
of the credit of Memphis. This condition of affairs is, of 
course, due to the men who are in charge of the financial inter- 
ests of the city, those who control the banks and other insti- 
tutions where the money of the people is gathered and pre- 
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served. In Memphis the banking interests are, fortunately, in 
the iiands of men who have the conservatism to safely guard 
the interests of those who have accnmiihitions on (lei>>sit. com- 
bined with the hlK*rahty that reaches out a promoting hand to 
all enterprises that Ix'ar the stamp of legitimacy and the prom- 
ise of success. Such a man is C. VV. Schulte. He has brought 
jirogressive ideas into the bank with which he is associated, and 
he and the First National are connected in the public mind with 
all that is characteristic of integrity and progressive conserva- 
tism in Memphis banking methods." 

GEORGK WVTHE M.VCRAE, 
president of the Mcmpliis Savings 
bank, the Memphis National Ixmk, 
the Chickasaw Cooperage Company 
ami the River. Rail and Storage Com- 
])any. was btjrn in l-'autpiier county. 
Va., May 28, 1838. He lived there 
initil 1849. when his parents removed 
to Clarksville. Tenn., where young 
Macrae attended Montgomery' Ma- 
sonic college. In 1855 he went into 
a gHK-ery store, as a clerk, and three 
years later commenced business for himself as a grocer, in 
Clarksville. one of the firm of Miller & Macrae. In 1859 he 
dispo.se<l of his interests and moved to Memphis, associating 
himself with the late Dr. 1). T. Porter, in the establishment of 
the wholesale grocery firm of P«irtcr & Macrae. The business 
was very successful until i86j. when the oixrrations of the 
Civil war interfered with affairs. Mr. Macrae went South 
shortly before the capture of Mcm|)his. taking charge of the 
firm's business at .\tlanta and Grenada, selling out and investing 
the pnxreeds in cotton at Amcricus. (la., leaving Doctor Porter 
to lt)ok after affairs in Memphis. Later Mr. Macrae went to 
Giattan(^>ga. where Rragg's army was at the time, and vol- 9 
untcered. though exempt by reason of physical disability. He 
was detailed for <lepartnient service at Chattanmga. and was 
there until the Confc<lerate forces moved out, when he was 
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sent to Richinond. Soon after this he made a trip to Atnericus, 
where he had 200 bales of cotton st(n'ed. Securing it after the 

war and shipping it to Savannah and from there to Xew York» 
he sold it, dividing the pnx'ecds with his partner. Doctor Por- 
ter. In 1 87 1, he and I)()ct()r Porter, with olliers. resumed the 
whulcsaic grocery business, deahng also in cotton, under the 
firm name f)f Ford, I'orter & Co. The deatli f)f Mr. F(^rd, in 
1873, led to a change in the tirni name, anti in 1882 the with- 
drawal of Col. \V. F. Taylor from the business left the firm as 
it had been twenty years before, Porter & Macrae, and thus it 
remained until the dissolution of the business in 1896, leaving 
behind it a record which similar concerns strive to equal. In 
1894 Mr. Macrae was made president of the Memphis National 
bank, and in i8<)5 of the Sa\inf,'s l^ank. lie is a memljer and 
elder of the SeciMid Presbyterian church. .Mr. Macrae's ]>aterrial 
ancestors were from Scotland. His father. B. \V. Macrae, was 
a native of Virginia. His niMther, whose family name was 
Stuart, was also of Scottish descent, and alst> a naii\e of Vir- 
ginia. An uncle, Maj. Nathaniel C. Macrae, was a graduate of 
West Point, and lost a leg (jn the frontier, prior to the Mexican 
war. Mr. Macrae married Miss Fannie M. Morris, daughter 
of G>1. John D. Morris, of Kentucky. She died in 1870, and in 
1881 he married Miss Blanche L. .A vent, of Memphis. He has 
one child by the first marriage, and four by the last. Mr, 
Macrae is distintji^uished anvuii,' his fellow-citizens for his firm- 
ness, for his energy and g»K»d juclo-mcnt in business matters, and 
for his inil^nding integrity, conscientiousness and his strict 
regard for honor in all the rclaiions of life. Fn»m a small 
beginning he has worked his way to affluence, and his success 
is an evidence of his sagacity in business. He is quiet and 
unostentatious in the many good works and acts of benevolence 
which he performs, and the consciousness of having done good 
is for him an ample reward. He is. in all that the word implies, 
a Christian; and by all who know him he is regarded as a 
model man. 
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JAMES SLUSS WARREX. vice- 
president and secretary of the Mem- 
pliis Teleplntne Company, is a native 
of Alabama. Iiaving been born in 
Tuscumbia, that state, March 12, 
i8()3. He remained there until twen- 
ty-two years of age. securing his edu- 
cation in the schools of that city. In 
1885 he went to Memphis, where he 
secured a |x>sition with Hill, Fontaine 
& Co., cotton dealers, and was with 
that firm for four years. From 1889 
to 1892 he was secretary and treasurer of the Bluflf City Brick 
Company, and then went into fire insurance, in which he con- 
tinued until 1899. when he sold out his business. With the 
expiration of the principal Bell j)atents, he conceived the thought 
of organizing an indcj)endcnt telephone company, and invited .\ 
number of local business men to join him in the enterprise. The 
result of this was that in July, 1900, a franchise and state 
charter were obtained and a company formed. Mr. Warren 
was placed in charge of affairs, and when the exchange was 
completed, in 1902, he was made secretary and general man- 
ager. Business is his strong point, |»litics having no great 
attractions. Socially, he is one of those whom it is a pleasure 
to meet, being afFal)le and genial. He is a meml)er of the 
Presbyterian church, the Royal Arch Masons and the Business 
Men's, the Driving Park, and the Jockey clubs, 

M.\THFA\' E. C.XRTER. i)residcnt of the commissi(»n house 
of M. E. Carter & Co.. is one of the most successful of that • 
list of merchants who have made of Memphis. 'I'enn.. one of 
the South's leading commercial cities. Mr. Carter was Inirn in 
Louisville. Ky.. June 25, 1854. His parents moved to Mem- 
phis in 1857. and he was reared and educated in the city which 
he has made his home. He graduated from the Christian 
Brothers' college, in 1873. and became bookkeeeper for a large 
n^ercantile house. In 1878 he. with a partner, went into the 
wholesale grocery business on a smill scile. under the name of 




Digitized by Google 



NOTABLE MEN Oi" TENNESSEE ISl 

Carter & Smith. In 1880 the firm became Carter & Blessing. 
Mr. Smith retiring. A few \ e.irs later Mr. Carter succeeded 

to the complete control of the business, and. under the firm 
name of M. K. Carter & Co.. has continued as a wholesaler, 
building up from a small business to one which is larj^^e in vol- 
ume and ever increasing. This was the first, and lor years the 
only, house in Memphis to bring California produce into the 
city in car>]ots on a through shipment, it being sup^iosed that 
«uch a shipment could not be other than a losing venture. The 
trade of the house extends over ten or twelve states, and each 
year witnesses an increase in the area of territory reached. An 
interested citizen in all that makes for the de\elopinent of the 
city. Mr. Carter has for years snppnttcd and aided in the ad- 
vancement of many c* "mniercial and financial institutions of 
Memphis. He is a memWer of the Chickasaw cluh, the Busi- 
nens Men's club, the Cotton and Merchants' exchanges, \ice- 
president of the Tennessee club, and belongs to the Catholic 
church. He does not mix in politics, though he takes an interest 
in municipal affairs to the extent that any public-spirited citizen 
would when consistent with business. He has had a wide expe- 
rience in the trade, and has been invariably successful in his 
commercial undertakings. 

JAMES T. BIGCS. a well-known merchant of Collierville. 
Shell)y county. Tenn.. was lx)rn in the State of Xorth Carolina. 
Feb. 18, 1839. W hen he was al)out two years old his parents. 
Davis and Martha (Moore) Biggs, removed to Tennessee and 
located in Shelby county, where James grew to manhood and 
received his education. At the age of eighteen years he went to 
Philadelphia, bought a stock of goods and opened a general 
store at Collierville. This he successfully conducted until the 
Civil war broke out. On April 15, 1861. he enlisted in the 
Confederate service, as second lieutenant of Company C. I-ourtii 
Tennessee infantry. cf>mmanded by Col. R. P. Neely. He was 
with his regiment at the battle of Belmont, and on the first day 
of the battle of Shiloh was severely wounded, his life only being 
saved by the ball striking his revolver, which broke its force and 
slightly changed its direction. At the time his regiment sur- 
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rendered at Gainesville, Ala., in May, 1865, he was first lieu- 
tenant of his company. Upon the return of peace he returned 
t(y Collierville. where he agriin embarked in merchandizing^, and 
has l)ecome one of the successful merchants of Shelby county. 
Mr. Bijifgs is a public-spirited citizen, takes an active interest in 
everytliinjif that has a tendency to improve the condition of the 
town in which he lives, believes in good government, and always 
does what he can to secure the election of go<Kl men to office. 
When Collierville camp Xo. 1017, United Confederate V'eter- 
ans, was organized. Lieutenant Biggs was elected commander, 
and held the office by re-election for several years, always doing 
what he could to build up the organization. Mr. Biggs was 
married, in his early manhood, to Miss S. R. Spratt. of .\ljer- 
deen. Miss., and they have reared a family of six children, all 
of whom arc useful mcml>ers of stKicty. 

M. G.AV'IX, senior meml)er of the 
firm of M. Gavin & Co., wholesale 
grocers and cotton factors, has been 
in the grocery business in .Memphis. 
. Tenn.. for forty years. Tie was lK>rn 
"1 ''^3.^. County (ialway. Ireland. 
He spent most of his youth there, re- 
ceiving a common school education, 
and at eighteen years of age came to 
America. His first employment in 
this couiUry was that of clerk in a 
grocery store at Madison. Ind.. where 
he worked for a time, and then entered a bank, where he passed 
several years. In 1857 he went to Memphis and obtained 
employment with the grocery firm of William & Qiarles Mc- 
Lain. L;iter he was with Thomas McKeon. grocer. In 1863 
he entered the grocer)' business for himself, and his career has 
been one of success, marked by g<x>d judgment and shrewd 
foresight. Thomas Clark, second meml)er of the firm, had 
been connecte<l with Mr. Gavin for thirty-five years, until his 
death. M. J. Clark, second partner, and E. M. fiavin. the third 
meml^r, have lx"cn identified with it for nearly twenty years. 
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There is not a better-known house in Mcnipliis, nor a more 
popular one. It has built up a splendid business, and is one of 
the best-known in the Mississippi valley, its trade being enor- 
mous in volume. Mr. Gavin has been a mcmlxjr of the Mem- 
phis city council, and is a director in some of the leading finan- 
cial companies of Memphis, among them the Bank of Com- 
merce and the Manhattan Savings Bank and Trust Company. 
He is a member of the Merchants' and Cotton exchanges and of 
the Bluff City Insurance Company. 

JAMES F. GENTRY, president of 
the J. P. Gentry Company, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., has had an interesting 
career. He was born in Marshall 
county. Tenn., July 12. 1856, and 
live<l there until he reached his major- 
ity, receiving his education in the 
common schools. At the age of 
eighteen years he discontinued his 
studies and farmed for a short time. 
Soon after this he Ijecame one of a 
|)arty of .seven Marshall county boys 
who started out to see the country. \\\)rking their way, they 
passed through the Indian Territory and into Texas. After 
working this way until he had passed through thirty-eight 
states and territories, Mr. Gentry reached Lynchburg, Va., in 
July, 1880. where he entere<l the employ of a tobacco house, 
selling tol)acco on commission. He remained with this house 
until January, 1899. when he became general agent for the 
Durtal Snuff Company, of Lynchburg, with hea(U|uarters at 
Memphis. Favorably impressed with the city, he heated there 
in January. 1892. establishing himself in the brokerage business 
as the senior member of the firm of Gentry. Talbert & Co. Tlie 
firm made a specialty of Pacific slope products, deciduous and 
citrous fruits, and s<K)n became the largest brokerage commis- 
sion house south of the Ohio river. In March. 1903. the pres- 
ent firm of wholesale grocers and warehousing company was 
formetl. and it has proved itself as much of a success as its 
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predecessor, Mr. Gentry taking up the duties imposed by his 
position with his customary vi^or and enterprise. Mr. Gentry 
is a meml)er of the Presbyterian church and is a prominent 
Mason. l>elonging- to the Knights Templars and the Xobies ot 
the Mystic Shrine. With e\er-increasing faith in his city and 
state, Mr. Gentr) is pushing forward to the point which will 
show his OMnpany as the leader. 

11. L. WILLI FORD. M. 0.. one of the leaders of the med- 
ical profession in Memphis. Tcnn.. is a native of that section, 
having been born in Shelby county, of which Memphis is the 
principal city, on May 24. 1855. He j;rc\\ to ninnh"o<| in that 
C()unty, .secured his primary etlncali<>ii tlitre and sup])lcnicntcd it 
with a partial course at Johns Hopkuis college. Baltimore. Md. 
Later he entered the University of New York, and graduated 
from the medical department in 1880. Doctor Williford is' dis- 
tinctly a self-made man in all that the term implies. By hard 
work he won his way to his present position, having, by 
close application, economy and i>erse\ erance. educated himself 
ff>r his profession. Lr>cating in Memphis on receiving his 
degree, he has conliiuiefl in practice to the present time, with 
that ever-increasing success which comes from i)roficiency, skill 
and devotion to one's professitm. From 1S80 to 1892 he was 
a member of the Shelby county l)oard or health, l>eing president 
of that body during that time and proving one of the most sat- 
isfactory and efficient officers that the board has ever had. From 
1892 to 1900 he was a member of the city board of education, 
taking great interest in the schools of the city and devoting 
much time to improving the system. From 1894 to 1900 he 
was professor of materia medica and therapeutics in the Mem- 
phis Hospital Molical college and a member of the staff of St. 
Joseph s liosp!i,-il. At the ?atne time he was a member of the 
city, ct)unty and Tri-.Staie Medical associations. I)e>pite tlie 
demands of a large practice. Doctor Williford finds time to take 
part in the advancement of Memphis, and has made large invest- 
ments in real estate and manufactories. He is a stockholder in 
the Coleman-Howe Shoe Company and one of the principal 
stockholders and a <lirector in the Lil!y C^trriage D)mpiny. 
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Doictor Williford is a member of the Baptist church and is an 
enthusiastic Mason, being a Knight Templar and a NoUe of the 
Mystic Shrine. 

JOIiX \\ . 'I L RXER. commercial ngent of the Xashville, 
Chattanuuy^a St. Louis Railroad Corni)any and secretary of 
the iiusiiiess Men's club, of Memphis, Tenn., is one of the 
younger business men of that city who have shown themsdves 
.to be of the type from which men of affairs are developed. He 
was bom in Huntsville, Ala., in 1876, and two years later was 
taken to LaGrange. Tenn. When about nine >'ears of age his 
family moved to Memphis, wliere young Turtier was educated, 
graduating from the liigh school in 1889. The succeeding two 
years were passed in the pre|)aratory school at Bellhuckle. Tenn. 
In 1892 he entered the Memphis oliice of the Memphis & 
Oiarleston Railroad Coniiiany. where he remained six years. In 
1898 he iKcame soliciting agent of the Nashville,' CInttanooga 
& St. Louis Railroad Company, and in 1902 became commer- 
cial agent of that road. In the several positions he has occu* 
pied in the railway service he has displayed a high order of 
ability in grappling with problems as they presented themselves, 
thus provinjj himself tO be a first-olass business man and a val- 
uable otticial ff>r his company. Mr. Turner is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, the Woodmen of the WUrld, P.enevolent 
ant] IViitccted Order of Elks and the C""ncaleiiatcd Order of 
Hoo H(x)s. of which he is vicegerent snark of West Teiuies- 
see. He affiliates with the Methodist Episcopal church. 

JAMES E. BAILEY (deceased), for many years a promi- 
nent citizen of Qarksville, Tenn., one df the leading lawyers at 

the Montgomery county bar, and an ex-Unite<l States senator, 
was born in Montgomery county. Aug. 15. 1822. He was of 
Scotch extraction and hi'; fatlier. Charles Railey, was for f<)rty 
^•ears clerk of the circuit court. James E. was educated at the 
Clarksvillc academy and the University of \ash\ille. In July. 
184J. l>efore he was tweiUy years of age. he was admitted to 
the practice of law. By his untiring industry and his native 
ability, he soon won for himself a place among the best lawyers 



Digitized by Google > 



126 



NOTABLE MEa\ OF TENNESSEE 



of the time. He also took some part in politics, though he was 

never a professional politician. In 1853 he was elected to the 
legislature as a W hig, atul conscientiously supjxjrtcd the policy 
and principles <>f that party. In all the agitatirMi prior to the 
war he was an un.>\verving Union man. having lor his assixiatcs 
Cave Johnson and John F. House, both of whose names are 
well known in the annals of Tennessee. The three were elected 
in February, 1 861. as Union delegates to the proposed conven- 
tion to take action on the ordinance of secession, but the con* 
vention was not called. When Tennessee seceded Mr. Bailey 
remained loyal to his state, and promptly tendered his services 
to the Confederate government. He was appointed hy Governor 
Harris to the duty of (»rgani/.inij and e<|ni])])ing the State 
lnK)ps. .\ few months later he raised a comjjaiiy in liis native 
County and was electeil captain. When the Forty-ninth infan- 
try was organized, his company l>ccanie a part of the regi- 
ment, and he was elected colonel. This regiment was a part 
of the garrison at Fort Donelson, where he was among the 
captured. He was held a prisoner until the fall of 1862, when, 
on account of failing health, he was detailed as a member of 
the military court with General Hardee's command, and con- 
tinued in this position until the close <>f the war. After the 
restoration of peace he returned to Clarksville. gathered up the 
broken threads of his practice and resumed his prulessional life. 
In 1874 he was a candidate for the Democratic nomination for 
governor, hut was defeated in the convention hy James D. i'or- 
ter. He twice served with distinction as special judge on the 
supreme bench. The death of Andrew Johnson, in 1875. left a 
vacancy in the United States senate, and when the legislature 
of 1877 assCTTibled Mr. Bailey was elected to fill the unexpired 
term. .At the close of his services in the senate he was a can- 
didate for re-election, hut the party was unfortunately divided 
on the "<tate deht (pu'stion." ;in>l he was defeated. He died. 
Dec. J«). 1805. uni\ersal]y rc>|)ecii.<! as nn able lawyer, an lion- 
cst legislator, an upright judge and a cliaritahle, broad-nnnded 
citizen. 
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JACOB A. GOODWIN, one of 



the members of the wliolesale firm of 
H. Lowenstein & Bros., of Memphis, 
Tenn.. has l>een a resident of Mem- 
phis for over thirty years. He was 
Iiorn in in Baltimore. Md., 

wliere he Hved until t\ventv-t\vo vears 
old. He was educated in that city, 
graduating from St. Timothy's Hall 
in 1866. (ioing to New York, he se- 
cured a situation in a fancy goods 
house as clerk, which position lie oc- 



cupied for two years. In 1872 he went to Memphis, as manager 
of the notion department of Walker Bros., with which house he 
remained until 1879, when he was offered a jiosition with B. 
Lowenstein & Bros., as correspondent, which he accepted and 
was later advanced to general manager. In 1900 he was admit- 
ted as a meml)er of the fimi, of which there are five, three 
being residents of Memphis and two of New York. Tlie firm 
does S6,o<X).ooo worth of business a year, l^ing the largest con- 
cern of its kind in the South. Mr. Gocnlwin is a live, energetic 
business man, and has done much to further the affairs of his 
company and to promote the commercial interests of Memphis, 
where he is looked uiK>n as one of the most enterprising citi- 
zens, and often called uiK)n to give assistance in all matters per- 
taining to her advancement. In 1900 he was made president of 
the Industrial league, and the previous year was chosen as the 
head of the Memphis Freight Bureau, holding Ijoth iK>sitions at 
the i)resent time. It is doubtful if there are any l)etter-known 
business men in the South than the three resident meml)ers of 
the finn of B. Lowenstein & Bros. As one writer has said : 
"They have ever had an abiding faith in Memphis, and the 
entire Mississippi valley has an abiding faith in this firm. The 
magnificent business the I^owenstein houses are doing is ample 
proof of this." 
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P. McIXTYRE, president of the 
Cover Alliance Refining Company, of 
Memphis. Tenn., is a Canadian, lx)rn 
at Whitby, Ontario. He is the young- 
est son of Capt. John Mclntyre, who 
for many years was in charge of all 
Canadian government hartxjr im- 
provements lietween Sarnia and Mon- 
treal, and who up to the time of his 
death, in 1853. was considered author- 
ity on all lake navigation. His charts of 
the north shores of Erie and Ontario 
are still used. Mr. Mclntyre was reare<l and educated at Kings- 
ton, Ontario, and after finishing his course in pharmacy came 
to Memphis and was in charge of the prescription department of 
the Mansfield & Higl>ee Company. In 1S71 he became con- 
nected with the wholesale tobacco house of the Schmidlapp 
Company, and in 1875 tnok charge of the sugar and molasses 
dejKirtment of the well-establishe«l firm of C. W. Cover & Co.. 
which has lately lieen absorbed l)y the Cover .Alliance Refining 
Company, who have large interests at Memphis, Tenn., and 
Belle Alliance, La. 

HON'. THETUS W. SIMS, of Linden. Tenn., representa- 
tive in Congress from the eighth district, was l)orn on a farm 
in Wayne c<iunty, of that state. April 25, 1852. During his 
b()yho<)<l and youth he assisted his father with the work of the 
farm and attended the common schools in the fall and winter 
months. Later he l^came a student at Savannah college. Savan- 
nah, Tenn., and in June, 1876, graduated from the law depart- 
ment of Cumlxjrland university, at Lebanon. Soon after leav- 
ing college he hx'ated at Linden. Perry county, where he began 
the practice of his profession. .Although but twenty-four years 
of age, he forged his way rapidly to the front rank of Perry 
county lawyers and built up a lucrative practice. In 1882 he 
was elected county superintendent of public instruction, and held 
the office for two years, but declined further honors in that 
direction to devote his time to his practice. Upon locating at 
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Linden he identified himself with the Democratic party and 
soon came to be recognized as one of the local leaders. His 
ability as an organizer, his ready oratorj' and his steadfast 
devotion to DenKxratic principles made him a favorite with 
many of his party associates. In 1892 he was nominated for a 
presidential elector on the Cleveland and Stevenson ticket, and 
in 1896 was elected to Congress. The district is a large one, 
embracing the counties of Benton. Carroll, Giester. Decatur, 
Hardin. Henders<:)n, McXairy. Madison and Perry. Mr. Sims 
has retained his popularity with his constituents, and has been 
returned to the lower house of Congress at every election since 
he first enteretl that IxkIv as a meml)er. 



ROBERT L. McKELLAR. assist- 
ant general freight agent of the 
Southern railway system, at Mcm- 
^^P^ phis. Tenn.. is a native of Alabama. 

having been lx>rn at Richmond. Dal- 
1^^^ Ins county, .\pril 17. 1866. He lived 
there until seventeen years of age and 
attended the public schools at that 
place. In 1884. he went to Giatta- 
nooga and the following year to 
Memphis, where he entered the em- 
ploy of the Memphis & Qiarleston 
railroad, as clerk in the auditing department. He remained with 
that department up to the time the road was merged with the 
Southern, becoming by successive steps freight accountant, gen- 
eral lxx)kkeei)er. soliciting agent at Memphis and general West- 
ern agent at Kan.sas City of the Memphis & Charleston and 
East Tennessee. Virginia & Ge<irgia railroads. He returned to 
Memphis, May i. 1895, to take the position which he now 
holds, succeeding James S. Davant. The road, at that time the 
Memphis & Charleston, later became a part of the Southern 
.system. Industrial development - is Mr. McKellar's specialty. 
He was one of the organizers of the Memphis Industrial league, 
and has lieen a director of the .same from the start. He was 
electe<l president of the Memphis exchange, in 1901. heading both 
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tickets and being the youngest man ever elected to that office 
and the only railroad man ever chosen for the position. He is 
one of the young* business men who have done so much to 
secure for the city her commercial standing and is one of the 

foieino^ in everything pertaininjj;" to the welfare of Memphis. 
He is a member of nearly ev ery business and social urg^ani/cation 
in the city, having served as director in tlie Cotton exchange, 
the Business Men's ckib and tlu- '^cnncs^ee chib. and is a mem- 
ber of the Chickasaw. Dri\ ing ami Jockey ckibs. lie is presi- 
dent of the Tennessee Lunilnjr <. (Miipany. vice-president of the 
Eastnioreland Land Coniixmy. and a director in the South 
Memphis Land Company. Believing in the future greatness of 
his road, he makes its affairs his own, working always for its 
interests and taking a pride in its advancement. His business 
has called him to all parts of the United States, and he is 
well acquainted with conditions in nearly every section. W'iih 
all this knowlc<lge (»f diflferent portions of this broad land, he 
prefers that in wliich he lives, as presenting as many opiK)rtu- 
nitics as any. and more than some, for gaining siucess. He 
is a member of the Presbyterian church, and a colonel on the 
staff of (jovernor Frazier. 

PATRICK H. STRICKLAND (deceased), a well-known 
educator of Tennessee, was bom in Marshall county, Miss.. 
Sept. 27, 1841, anfl died at his home near (Icrmantown, Tenn., 
Oct, 27, 1S99. While he was still in his infancy his parents. 

Cromwell V. and I>elilali W. (C'H>pwoo<l) Strickland, removed 
to She1l>y county. Tenn.. where Tatrick grew to manhoo«l on a 
plantation. lie was given a collegiate education, and in i8(jo 
was made a tutor in the university of I>eSoti>, from wdiich he 
liad graduated a short time before. In April. 1861, he left the 
school-room to enlist in the "Wigfall Grays," of Collienrille. 
Although but nineteen years of age, he was elected second lieu- 
tenant of the company, which afterward became Company C. 
Fourth Temie»see infantry. He was with the regiment at Fort 
Pillow. Columbus. Island \'o. 10, Belmont, and was only pre- 
vented Ity illness from participating in the famous battle of 
Shiloh. At the end of the first year's service he was honorably 
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discharged on account of the condition of his health. Later in 
the war he enlisted in Company A» Twelfth Tennessee cavalry, 
and served under Generals Chalmers. Xeely. Rucker and For- 
rest. He was twice wounded during his service, (^nce at Spring 
Hill nnfl aq^ain at T<»lins()iivillc. In January, 1863. he was cap- 
ture<l, and lie s]KMit tOiir months in prison in the Xorthern 
states. After the war was over, Mr. .Strickland returned to his 
old v<x*ation of teaching, and won distinction in the profession. 
His last work was as a teacher of Latin and mathematics in 
the Mempliis high school. In 1870 he was married to Mary 
Rebecca Hathaway, by whom he had nine children. Mrs. 
Strickland died in 1890, and three years after he was married to 
Inez Bilderback, who survives him. Tliroughout his entire life 
Mr. Strickland was a friend of the South and a Ijeliever in 
its future. He was always willing to aid. to the l)est of his 
ability and the extent of his means, any movement for the up- 
building of the South, particularly for the advancement of the 
cause of education. 




WILUAM G. THOMAS, senior 
member of the firm of Thomas, 
Barnes & Miller, hardware jobbers, of 
Memphis, Tenn., was bom in Panola 
county. Miss., in 1867, but his parents 
removed to Memphis the following 
year. Mr. Thomas knows no other 
home than Memi)lus. for it was there 
^^^W grew to manho<Ml and received his 

^^^L A education in the public schools. He 

^^^A^^ ^'Sl^ school a year before he 

would have graduated, and entered 
the employ of Orgill Bros., hardware merchants, as clerk, Tt- 
maining with that firm for ten years. In 1893 the present firm 
was organized, commencing as a retail house, but meeting with 
such success as to warrant it in branching out for a general 
jobbing trade. Today the house stands in the front rank of 
hardware johbitig in the Sonth, doing an immense business, 
and employing a force of si.xty men. of whom twelve are trav- 
it-u 
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eling salesmen, having for their territory the states of Arkan- 
sas, Mississippi. Alal>ama, West Tennessee. Western Kentucky. 
Louisiana, a large portion of Missouri, and the Indian and 
Oklahoma territories. Mr. Thomas is one of the leading citi- 
zens of Memphis, in both business and social life. He has served 
one term as president of the Merchants' exchange, and two 
terms of one year each as its vice-president. He is a meml)er 
of the Knights Templars, the Indci>en(lent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, the Concatenated Or<ler of H(kj H(M)S, and aflPiliates with 
the Methodist church. Mr. Thomas is a bachelor and is very 
ixjpular in s<jcial circles. 

S JOSEPH B. CABELL, Southern 
freight agent for the Baltimore & 
Ohio Southwestern railroad, the Con- 
tinental Line and the Central States 
Dispatch, at Memphis, Tenn.. was 
born in Henderson. Ky., in 1862. He 
live<l there until 1886, and was there 
educated in the public schools. Upon 
leaving school, he taught school in 
Union county, Ky., and clerked in the 
post-office at Henderson, and later 
entered the employ of the Louisville 
& Nashville railway at Henderson in 1880, and finally became 
agent at that point. In 1886 he was ap}>ointed to a position in 
the railway mail service^ and was so employed until April, 1889, 
when he resigned to l)ecome locaP agent of the Ohio \'-alley 
railroad, at his old home. After a year in this position he went 
to St. Louis, where for a year he was with the Cupples W(K)d- 
enware Company. But. like most railroad men. he returned to 
his first love, and in the fall of 1891 he went to Memphis to 
take the place of traveling agent for the Blue Line. A year 
later he was offered the position of agent for the Inter-State 
Dispatch, which he accepte<l and remained with that company 
for five ye.irs, or until i8</>. when he toc>k his present position. 
Before leaving the railway mail service, he had risen to the 
position of assistant general superintendent of the service in 
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the United States at Washington, D. C, and played an impor- 
tant part in perfecting^ the present interchange of mail with 
Mexico. Mr. Cabell is a pnmiinent figure in Masonic cirdes, 
being a Knight Templar, a Noble of the Mystic Shrine and past 
l)otentate of Alchymia temple, of Memphis. He also is a mem- 
ber of the Tetmes^ee connistory. Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Kite; kniglit n inimaiuler of the Court of llonor; Benevolent 
and TrotcctiNc ( )ider t)f Elks; Concatenated Order of H<x) 
Hoos; the Woodmen of the World; the Tennessee. Driving 
Park and Jockey ckihs, and on the board of governors. He 
affiliates with the Epi.^copal church. He was for a number of 
years a member of the Memphis Cotton exchange^ and served 
as a director; is a member of the Memphis Merchants' exchange, 
and has served as a director on it.s tx)arfl ; was one of the found- 
ers of, and suggested the name for, the Business Men's club. 

LF-'WIS T. KAVANAC(iH, secretary and general manager 
of the Kavan.iuj^h Land Company, of Memphis. Tenn., is a 
proilucl of Mihsouri. He was born in St. Louis, in 1864, ^i"'' 
his early years were spent in that city, where he attended the 
public schools, afterward finishing his education at Westminster 
coll^, Fulton, Mo. In 1881 he entered the employ of the 
Central Elevator Company, of St. Louis, and remained with 
that concern for several years. He then engaged with W. T. 
Bartley, wholesale dealer in meats, with whom he remained two 
years. At the end of that time he went to Atchison, Kan., 
where he Ux)k a position with the Pomeroy Coal Company. 
Twt) years later he went to Decatur, Ala., where he engaged in 
the tie contracting business with his brother, and followed this 
business for about eighteen months. In 1888 he went back to 
Atchison. Kan., where he was married, and returned soon after 
to Decatur. In the i^ring of 1889 be moved to Memphis and 
went into the sand business, in which he is still ei^aged. His 
company was incorporated in 1891 and has so far enjoyed a 
successful career. Mr. Kavanaugh belongs to the Methodist 
Episcopal church and is a member of the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. 
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THOMAS B. ANDREWS, of the 
Davis & Andrews Grain and Milling 
Company, of Memphis, Tenn., was 
lx)rn in Maysville, Ky., in 1858. He 
was reared in Fleming county, and 
finished liis education at Centre col- 
lej^e, Danville, Ky., graduating in 
1879 with the degree of A. B. He 
then went to Memphis and entered 
the employ of the Memphis & 
Charleston Railroad Company, as 
clerk, remaining in the service of the 



company for three years and rising to the position of chief clerk. 
He then engagetl with the Memphis Grain and Package Ele- 
vator Company, as clerk. Two years later he was made super- 
intendent, and in 1894 was elected president of the company, 
which position he continued to hold until the pro|)erty was 
destroyed l>y tire, in 1898. In 1892 he was made general man- 
ager of the Eagle Mill Company, and remained in that pcjsition 
until the plant was destroyed by the same fire that wijied out 
the property of the Grain and Elevator Company. In n)cx) the 
fimi of Davis & Andrews was formed, and in 1901 the Davis 
& Andrews Company was organized to manufacture corn prod- 
ucts. It does a corn-milling and general grain business. The 
mills of the company are U^ated on the Illinois Central tracks 
and have a capacity of 1.500 barrels of meal per day, with a 
consi<leral)lc i>erccntage of hominy, grits. jK'arl and cream meal. 
In addition to their other products, the mills turn out 4.000 
sacks of chops daily. Tlie elevator will unload 3.500 bushels 
of corn per Imur; the private tracks of the company will accom- 
mcxlatc fourteen cars at one time, .\bout fifty pe«:>ple are cm- 
ployed and the mills run the year round. Mr. Andrews is a 
director of the Memphis Merchants' exchange; also of the 
Memphis Freight bureau; belongs to the Phi Delta Theta; and 
is a meml)er of and el<ler in the .M.nbama Street Presbyterian 
church. He is of Scotch-Irish descent, his ancestors coming 
from County Antrim. Ireland, in 1730. and settling in Penn- 
.sylvania. Some of them participated in the Revolution. 
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LAWRENCE E. TALBOT, one of the leading business men 
of Jackson, Tenn., was born in that city, June 25, 1847. He 
15 a son of James L. and Ann P. (Dickens) Talbot, both of 
whom were descendants of Enghsh famihcs who came to Amer- 
ica some years prior to the Revohitionary war. The paternal 
grandfather, Harvey Talbot, was a soldier in the Colonial army 
during the Revolution, and was seriously wounded at the battle 
of King's Mountain. The maternal grandfather, William Dick- 
ens, was a captain in the war of 1812, and his father, Robert 
Dickens, was a colonel of dragoons. Lawrence E. Talbot 
reccivetl his primary edmatiini in the common schools, after* 
which he attended the West Tennessee college, where he was a 
student at the liegfinning of the war. As soon as his age would 
permit, he left college for the "tented field" as a meml>cr of 
Company D, Forrest's regiment of Teimcsstx' cavalry, and 
served with this organizatit>n until the close of the war, taking 
part in nearly all the military operations in Middle and Western 
Tennessee. After the war he did not complete his education, 
which had been so rudely interrupiled, but decided to enter upon 
a business career. In his chosen line he has been eminendy 
successful owing to his rare business tact, his untiring indnstry 
and his genial disposition, which makes friends of those with 
whom he comes in contact. Last but not least of his (|ualifica- 
tions is his intkwihle honesty, which holds the confidence of all 
his as.sociate^ and ;ic<|uaintances. Tn 1R71 he was married to 
Miss Joe May Rice, and to this marriage were born four chil- 
dren: May Rice, James L., Helen and Allison. 

B. G. SARGENT, commercial agent of the Missouri Pacific 
and Iron Mountain railroads, at Memphis, Tenn., was bom in 
New Salem, III., in 1863. and made that his home until he 
was sixteen years of age. He then went to Springfield, lU., and 
became telegraph operator for the abash Railroad Company. 
He remained in the coni])aiiy"s service for lour years, tlie last 
three of them as train dispatcher. He left at the end of that 
time to become train dispatcher for the Denver & Rio Crande 
Railroad Company, at Salt Lake City. Here he remained for 
six yearSp the last half of which he was assistant super- 
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intendent and superintendent of telegraph. In 1891 lie came 
East, and tcK)k the ix)sition of local and commercial agent of 
the Missouri Pacific and Iron Mountain Railroad companies, at 
Memphis. Mr. Sargent is a thorough railroad man, and those 
who are best acquainted with him and his capacity expect to see 
him rise to still more important positions. He belongs to no 
order, but is of a social disi>osition. and finds pleasure and relax- 
ation in his clubs — the Tennessee, Jockey and Business Men's — 
and the Memphis Trotting as.sociation. 

J. N. CORXATZAR, assistant 
general passenger agent of the St. 
Louis & San Francisco railroad 
( Frisco .system ) at Memphis, Tenn., 
was born in Bolivar, Tenn., in 1871. 
and lived there until fourteen years 
old. A year later he entered the em- 
ploy of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad 
Company at Humboldt. Tenn.. as 
telegraph ojierator. He worked for 
the Mobile 6k Ohio railroad for twelve 
years, rising to the position of south- 
eastern passenger agent, with headquarters at Montgomery. Ala. 
He then t(K>k a jx)sition as general agent »»f the Kansas City. 
Ft. Scott & Memphis railroad, at .Atlanta. (Ja. Two years later 
the road was merged with the St. Louis & San Francisco rail- 
road, and Mr. Cornatzar was transferred to Memphis as general 
agent for the company. When the deal was consummated 
between the Frisco system and the Rock Island system, he 
became general agent for both lines, still maintaining headquar- 
ters at Memphis, and has since been advanced to the resiM)nsible 
position of assistant general passenger agent of the Frisco sys- 
tem at Memphis, with entire charge of passenger matters origi- 
nating in the Southeast. Mr. Cornatzar belongs to the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. Knights of Pythias, and is also 
a member of the Episcopal church and the Tenncisee club. He 
is a popular railroad man. and is well known throughout the 
Southeast. 
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EDWARD K. VOORHEES. as- 
sistant general freight agent of the 
4^^^^ "Frisco" system, at Memphis, Tenn.. 
^ ^^^^^^A ^^'^^ born at Monroe, Butler county, 
9^B^^^^H Ohio, in 1862. and in 1869 accom- 
t ^^^^^^^^r panied his parents to Pella, Iowa. In 
r 0^^^^^^^ ^'^77 lie went to Garnett, Kan., and 
\ ^^^^^H^ in 1880 to Fort Scott, where he en- 
^^^^^^^ tered the service of the Kansas City. 

A Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad Com- 

"^m^^^^ pany. Two years later he went to 

Kansas City to take a position with 
the Santa Fe. and in 1884 retume<l to the employ of the Kansas 
City. Fort Scott & Gulf Company, at Kansas City. He was 
transferred to Memphis in 1889. as local agent in the freight 
service, and in 1894 was made commercial agent for the same 
line. In 1896 he was promoted to his present position, a steady 
advancement which bespeaks appreciation of the ability he has 
shown in his line of work. Mr. Voorhees is a Royal Arch 
Mason, and belongs to the Tennes.see club, one of the leading 
social organizations of Memphis. That he will make further 
strides forward as a railroad man is not doubted by those who 
know his capability. 

EGBERT E. TANSIL, a well-known resident of Dresden. 
Tenn., was born in the county where he now lives. May 11, 
1839. his parents Ijeing Erasmus B. and Matilda C. (Allen) 
Tansil. lK)th descendants of English families who settled in Vir- 
ginia a short time before the commencement of the Revolution. 
His grandfather was born in Virginia, and after the Revolution 
removed to North Carolina, where he married. A brother of 
Erasmus B. Tansil was a soldier in the Florida Indian war. 
Egbert E. Tansil received his education in the Cuml)erland uni- 
versity, graduating from the law department in the spring of 
1861. Upon leaving college, he immediately set to work to or- 
ganize a company for the Confederate service. When this com- 
pany was completed he was elected captain, and it was mustered 
into the service as Company A. Thirty-first Tennessee infantry. 
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The foment was assigned to Stewart's brigade, aiid when it 
was reorganized, some nine months later, he was elected colond. 
He took part in the twenty-one days' bombardment at Fort Pil- 
low; was with Bragg in Kentucky, his regiment losing heavily 
at the battle of Perryville; distinguished himself at Murfrees- 
boro; was assigned by General Forrest to the command of the 
district of West Tennessee aivl Southwest Kentucky, with head- 
quarters at Jackson; was engaged later in nearly all the military 
operations in Middle and West Tennessee; and was still later 
promoted and placed in command of all the troops in Central 
Alabama. After the war, he lived for several years at St. Louis 
and New Orleans, but finally returned to Weakley county and 
took up his residence at Dresden. During the administration of 
President Cleveland he %vas connected with the United States 
internal revenue service. Colonel Tansil was married, in 1867. 
to Miss Jackie, daughter of Dr. P. B. Bell, and to this union 
have heen lH»rn the following children : Sadie, now Mrs. Per- 
kins; Mamie, Thomas E., Hayden and J. D. Tansil. 

JOHN M. TAYLOR, lawyer and ex-mayor 01 Lexington. 
Tenn., was bom in that city. May 18, 1838. His parents were 
Jesse and Mar\ (^lay) Taylor, the former a native of Vir- 
ginia and the latter of North Carolina. The father was a sol- 
dier under Jackson in the war of 181 2 and fought at the battle 
of New Orleans. He had three sons in the Confederate army 
during the Civil war, including the subject of this ^etch. John 
M. Taylor received his educatioti in the Lexington academy and 
the Union unixersitv, of Miiit'ree<horo. and in i8f)0 graduated 
from the law department oi the Cunil^eriaiid uinvetsity. In 
1861 he a-^-isttd to organize the Henderson county sliaq)- 
shootcrs, which afterward l)ecamc Company K, Twenty-seventh 
Tennessee infantry. He was first elected first lieutenant of the 
com|)any and when the regimental organization was perfected 
he was made captain. The regiment was with Gen. A. S. Jc^n- 
ston at Bowlinj^ Cjreen; at Shiloh as a part of Wood's brigade; 
afterward at Perryville. where Captain Taylor was four times 
wounded and captured. After his exchange he was found to 
be a cripple for life, was promoted to major, and made coni- 
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mandant of the post at Gadsden, Ala. He afterward rejoined 
his regiment and took part in the Atlanta compaign and the 
military movements around Franklin and Xashville, being mus- 
tered out as a lieutenant-colonel. After the war, he took up 
the profession of law, and by his energy and ability soon 
attained a high standing at the bar. In 1869 he was elected 
mayor of Lexington; was a delegate to the constitutional con- 
vention of 1870; was elected attorney-general of the eleventh 
judicial circuit in August of that year, and held the office for 
eight years ; was a delegate to the Democratic national conven- 
tion of 1880; a meml^r of the Tennessee legislature in 1881 : 
elected to Congress in 1882 and re-elected in 1884; was one of 
the Democratic presidential electors for the state at large in 
1892; was appointed judge of the criminal court of the elev- 
enth circuit in 1895. ^^^^ "^-^^ year was elected for a full 
term of six years, and is now one of the judges of the chancery 
court of appeals. He is a member of the United Confederate 
Veterans, and in 1892 was elected president of the state asso- 
ciation of bivouacs. A little while before the close of the war 
he was married to Miss Amanda J. McHaney, and three chil- 
dren born to this union are living: Mary Lou. the wife of 
A. W. Harman : William M., a lawyer, and Daisy A. 

ARTHUR R. DAVANT, the 
Southern Railway Company's com- 
mercial agent at Memphis. Tenn., is 
a product of South Carolina. He was 
U^rn in Cillisonville, Beaufort district 
(now Hampton county), in July, 
1867, and lived there until fourteen 
years of age. receiving instruction 
under private tutors. He then went 
to Montgomery. Ala., and attended 
school until twenty years of age, 
when he went to Knoxville. Tenn.. 
and entered the service of the East Tennessee. Virginia & Geor- 
gia Railroad Company, as a clerk in the freight department, 
where he remained about seven months. In October, 1888, he 
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securetl a piace with tlie Metiiphis & Qiarleston railroaci. and 
went to Memphis as rate clerk in the general freight ottice at 
that point, where he worked his way up and was chief clerk for 
several years. When that road was absorbed by the Southern 
railway, in 1898, he was traveling freight agent, and continued 
with the Southern, rising to his present position by reason of 
merit. Mr. Davant is a memlier of the Baptist chnrch. like 
most railroad men. he is a live member of the Concatenated 
Order of Him. H^os. and is getierally on hand to assist in the 
ceremonies nf tlie order, whether it is in the bringing up of the- 
kittens or the conventions of the society. 

JOSEPH EDWiN WASHINGTON, of Cedar Hill. Tenn.. 
one of the leading attorneys of the Robertson county bar and 
an ex-member of Congress, was bom at ^'Wessyngton," the fam- 
ily homestead, in Robertson county, Nov. 10, 185 1. His early 
education was obtained at home; he graduated from Georgetown 
college, in the District of Columbia, in June, 1873; was then a 
member of the first law class organized at \^anderbilt university, 
in 1874. but before graduating ga\e u]) his law studies to 
engage in farming. Mr. Washington simhj came to l)e recog- 
nized as a man of affairs by his neighlxjrs. and in 1876 was 
elected to represent Robertson county in the state l^islature. 
In 1880 he was chosen to represent the fourth congressional dis- 
trict as an elector on the Hancock and English ticket, and in 
1886 was elected to the lower house of Congress from the sijtth 
district, composed of the counties of Cheatham, Davidson. 
Houston, Humphreys, \rontgomery. Rol>ertson and Stewart. 
His record was evidently approved by hi^ constituents, for he 
was re-elected four times, making a continuous .service of ten 
years as a member of the national house of rq)resentatives. Mr. 
Washington is one of the leaders of the Democratic party in 
Robertson county, and has more than a local reputation in politi- 
cal circles. He was succeeded in Congress, in 1896, by Hon. 
John W. Gaines, of Nashville. 
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RICHARD EDWARD BULL- 
IXCiTON, D. D. S., one of the popu- 
lar dentists of Memphis, Tenn., was 
lx)rn in Hernando, Miss., Sept. 2. 
1847, and was reared and educated 
there, taking one year additional at 
the Kentucky Mihtary institute. He 
is a son of Dr. Edward BuUington. 
who moved to DeSoto county, Miss., 
from Richmond, Va., in 1839. At the 
conchision of his studies at the mih- 
tary institute, young BulHngton re- 
turned to his home and spent a year. In April, 1864, he en- 
tered the service of the Confe<lerate army, enlisting in a com- 
pany of l)oys raised by Capt. W. A. Raines, and served until 
the close of the war as a member of Company K, Eighteenth 
Mississippi cavalry, under Col. Alec. Oialmers, in Forrest's 
command, surrendering at Gainesville, Ala. He was engaged 
at Spring Hill, Selma, Franklin, alxnit Nashville and on the 
retreat to Alabama. When the war closed he returned home, 
passed a year on the farm, then went back to the military 
institute at Frankfort, Ky., where he spent a year. He fol- 
lowed merchandizing for a few months at his home, later 
he acted for a time as clerk for the assignee of l>ankaiptcy. 
after which he went back to the farm, and remained there 
until 1869. In December of that year he married Miss Sarah 
A., daughter of Dr. Jno. S. Peete, of Tipton county, Tenn., 
and a granddaughter of Capt. Daniel Wliitley. He remained 
in Tipton county a year, where he was engaged in farming, 
then went to New Orleans and entered a dental college, from 
which he graduated in 1872 with first honors, delivering the 
valedictory address for his class. He located at Humboldt, 
Tenn.. where he practiced for a year, then returned to his old 
home. Hernando. Miss., and remained there until 1885, build- 
ing up a lucrative dental practice. In 1878 his father and his 
wife's father l^oth died of yellow fever. In 1885 Dr. BuUing- 
ton and family reinoved to Memphis, where he has enjoyed 
a large and lucrative practice. He is a prominent meml:>er of 
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the Masonic fraternity, being a Knight Templar. He is also 
a Knight of Pythias, and an Odd Fellow ; l)clongs to the Bap- 
tist church, and to the United Confederate N'eterans* camp , 
of Menij)his. He was a member of Gen. George W. Gor- 
don's staff at the Confederate reunion at New Orleans in 1903, 
and at Dallas in 1902. Doctor Bullington is president of the 
Security Finance and Realty Company, of Memphis. He is a 
progressive citizen and always ready to help in the develop- 
ment of his city and state along moral lines, 

JOHN' H. .\LSCP. deceased, who 
at the lime of his death was county 
trustee and city tax collector for 
Shelby county and the city of Mem- 
phis. Tcnn., was a trusted servant of 
tlie pe<>i)le for years, and through all 
the storm and stress of politics re- 
tained their confidence. He w^ born 
in the county, on a farm about fifteen 
miles east of Memphis, April 18. 
1850. and died in the city of Mem- 
phis in October, 1904. He was edu- 
cate<l in the sch(X»ls of the county, and took a two years' course 
of study at the University of Kentucky, at Lexington. Return- 
ing to his home, he followed farming and carpentering for a 
number of years, he and his three brothers taking contracts 
in the construction line. Tn 1878 he was app<?inted a deputy 
under sheriff McGowan, and served with him initil he was made 
county trustee, and then under SheriflP Atby until that official's 
death in 1883. when he went into the omuUv trustee's office, in 
which he remained in some capacity until his own death, with the 
exception of two years. l)eing defeated in the contest for the 
Ix>sition in 1888. The two year; were jwissed in collecting back 
ta.xes, and when J. J. Williams, county trustee, resignetl to take 
the position of mayor nf Memphis, he was apiK^inted to .ser\e for 
the unexpired term. He continued to fill the position, having been 
elected in 1898. 1900 and 1902. The affairs of the office under 
his administrations were administered with ability and care. Mr. 
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Alsup keeping them fully up to the high standard set by his 
predecessors, and although he handled more money in the course 
* of the year than any man in the county, his accounts were 
always properly I>alanced and every cent accounted for. Mr. 
Alsup (lid 11' >t IkIoiio to any order or church, but ai)iliated with 
the Methodist Episcopal. 

THOMAS Vj. YAXCliV, a prominent figure in the com- 
mercial and political life of Somerx'ille, Tenn., was bom at 
LaGrange, Fayette county, of that state, in the year 1844. His 
parents were A. L. and Elizabeth (Bragg) Yancey, the mother 
a sister of Gen. Braxton Bragg and Go\'enior Bragg of North 
Carolina. When Thomas was about twelve years of age his 
parents removed to Arkansas, where his fatlicr engaged in 
planting. Shortly after .cfi>inq: to Arkansas A. 1.. Yancey was 
elected to the legislature <>i that state and died hetore the 
ex])irali<>n of his term of office. The son rccci\cd a good 
English education in the public schiHils, and in May, 1861, 
enlisted as a private in Company E, Thirteenth Tennessee 
infantry. His first battle was at Belmont, Mo. Afterward he 
fought at Shiloh, Tupelo, Richmond, Ky., Perryville, Mur- 
freesboro, and several minor skirmishes around Cumberland 
Gap and Chattanooga. After the battle of Murfreesboro he 
was appointed a cadet in the regular Confederate army, with 
tlic rank of lieutenant and the privilege of remaining in the 
iield. l ie then was assigned to duty <>n the staff of Gen. Pres- 
ton Smith, and was with that ofticer when he was killed at 
Chickaniauga. After liie death of General Smith Lieuten- 
ant Yancey served on the staff of Gen. A. J. Vaughan 
through the Atlanta campaign. He was seriously wounded in 
the battle of Peachtree Creek, and was for some time in the 
hospital, after which he was promoted to first lieutenant and 
returned to the regular army, but he was at the same time 
given the rank and pay of a captain in the provisional army. 
After the war he engaged in merchandizing at LaGrange 
until 18/-', wlien he removed to Somervillc. During the first 
administration of President Cleveland he held the office of 
United States marshal; he served ten years as mayor of Somcr- 
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vilic, and was subse(|viently elected county clerk. In all tliese 
positions he has rendered service to the entire satisfaction of 
his constituents, and be is regarded as one of tlie most public- 
spiriteil men of Somcrville. Mr. ^'aTire\ is a memlH-r >>i The 
Unitetl Confederate Veterans, and is active in promotutg tlie 
interests of the order. 

JOHN T. WALSH, grocer and fire and police commis- 
sioner, of Memphis, Tenn., was bom in Cook county, 111., in 
1854, but as his people moved to Memphis in 1859. he i> in 
all respects a Mempliis product. He was educated in the 

common schools of Memjjhis, imtil fifteen years old. when he 
concluded to earve ont liis fortune, and commenced as a clerk 
in a North Mcm]>Iiis j^rocery store, with wiiich he remained 
three years. In 1X7;^ lie entered the employ of tlie Loirs- 
villc & Nashville Railway Company, as brakenKin and baggage- 
master, continuing until the summer of 1S77. when he and 
his brother, Anthony, formed a partnersliip and opened a 
modest retail grocery in North Memphis, which business they 
carry on to this day. Wholesaling was finally added, and in- 
time the firm commenced dealing in produce and cotton, their 
trade in these lines extendinfj far and wide. They practically 
control the grocery trade of their part of tlie city. Their lar«^e 
business has l)eeii built np through energy. i)ush and honor- 
able dealing, and it is easily the most e.xtensive in Ni>rth 
Memphis. Tlieir large brick store building stands alx>ve all 
surrounding structures and is filled with goods. Always 
interested in public affairs, Mr. Walsh was elected to the 
board of public works in 1893, and served two terms, eight 
years in all. In January, 1904. he was elected as a member 
of the fire and police commission. 11c is a leader in affairs, 
and was one of the promoters of the idea to purchase or build 
a city water f)lant, which the municipality fin.'!^'\- <1i'! He is 
vice-presideiU of the State Savrngs hank and a niemi>er of the 
Catholic church. In 1870 he married Miss Elizabeth Bannon. 
of Memphis, and they occupy one of the handsomest homes 
in their part of the city. Mr. Walsh has been conspicuous in 
all matters pertaining to the public welfare; in their discus- 
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sion ho has shown an intelHgent comprehension of the most 
complicated matters, and has acte<l with entire regard for 
the interests of his constituents. 



F. N. FISHER, superintentlent of 
the Memphis (hvision of the Louis- 

(» ville & Nashville railroad, was bom 
at Kalamazoo, Mich., in i8()5. and 
lived in that city until sixteen years 
of age, attending public school there. 
S(H)n after reaching the age of six- 
teen he wetil to Wisconsin and en- 
^^mi .^^^ tered the employ of the Chicago & 

Northwestern Railroad Company, as 
telegraph operator at Baralx>o. filling 
that position for two years. He was 
made train dispatcher, held that position for two years, and 
was then chief dispatcher at Madison, Wis., for a similar 
period. In Decenil)er, 1889, he went to Paris, Tenn., as chief 
train dispatcher for the Louisville & Nashville. He S(x»n rose 
to the iK)sition of trainmaster, and held the place for eleven 
years. In 1902 Mr. Fisher was transferred to Memphis, as 
su|>erintendent of the Memphis division, and has proved him- 
self e(|ual to the duties of the position, as he has in every place 
which he has been called upon to occupy. He is a thirty- 
second degree Mason and a Knight Templar, and is one of 
the "Best People on Earth," otherwise an Elk. Mr. Fisher 
is also a member of the Episcopal church. 



ERNEST MILLER, of Memphis, Tenn., deputy slier fF of 
Shelby county, was born at Cedar Bluflf. Ala., Dec. 9. 1870. 
When he was eight years of age his parents removed to Mur- 
freesboro, Tenn., where young Miller received his education 
and where he learned the trade of baker. In 1889 he went to 
Memphis to work at his trade, but soon afterward went into the 
retail grocery business, which he carried on for three years, 
failing after a determined effort. In 1894 he was appointed 
deputy sheriff, and has continued in that position ever since. 
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In 1900 he was also appointed deputy coroner of the county. 
Mr. Miller belongs to the Indei>endent Order of Odd Fellows, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Knights of tlie 
Maccaliees and the Cliristian church. 

COL. W. F. TAYLOR, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., of the finn of W. F. 
Taylor & Co., cotton factors, was 
born near Huntsville, Madison 
county, Ala., July 11, 1835, where he 
lived and attended school until 1848, 
when his parents removed to Shelby 
county, Tenn., in which county he 
has since made his home. He com- 
pleted his studies at Qialmers insti- 
tute. Holly Springs. Miss., and in 
1853 went to Memphis, where he en- 
gaged in business until 1861, when he enlistetl in the Con- 
federate cavalry, entering the ser\ice as second lieutenant of 
the Memphis Light r)rag<)<)ns, an organization which afterward 
became Company A. Seventh Tennessee cavalry. Six months 
later he was made captain, and commanded the company until 
early in 1864. when he was promoted to lieutctiant-coloncl of 
the regiment, which rank he continued to hold until the final 
surrender at Gainesville. Ala., in May. 1865. Colonel Taylor 
was engaged at Belmont, Jackson, Miss. ; Athens, -\la. ; Ti.shi- 
mingo Creek. Harrisburg, Miss.; Franklin and Nashville. 
Tenn.. and in the fighting on the retreat into Alabama. He 
was twice slightly wounded, at Columbia and Pulaski, Tenn. 
After the war. he returned to Memphis and clerked for two 
years. He then purchased an interest in the grocery and cot- 
Ion firm of Newton. Ford & Co., later Ford. Porter & Co. 
On the death of Mr. Ford the firm became Porter. Taylor & 
Co.. and in 1882 Mr. Taylor organized the present firm of \V. 
F. Taylor & Co. Cnlonel Taylor is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity; is a charter meml)er of the Memphis Historical 
society. an<l is a member and chairman of the l>>ard of 
stewards of the First Methodist church. Memphis, Tenn. 
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E. F. WEBBER, cotton factor and 
president of the Cotton excliangc, of 
Memphis, Tenn., is one of the best 
informed and ecjuipped men in his 
business in the South. He has been 
in it from a lx>y, and has made a 
success of it through intelhgent and 
\vell-(hrccted efforts. His election to 
the |x>sition of president of the ex- 
change is \nooi of the recognition by 
his associates in this hne of business 
of his ability and quahfications as a 
cotton factor. He was born in Shelby county, in 1856, and 
grew to manhoo<J in and near Memphis. His parents moved 
to the city soon after the war, and the son pursued his studies 
in the public schools of Memphis, leaving the high school at 
the age of seventeen years to enter the employ of a local cot- 
ton firm. He continued with firms in that line of business until 
1900, when he went into the business for himself, and soon 
became a prominent figure in the cotton market. Mr. Webl)er 
is a meml)er of the Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order 
of Odd I'ellows and the Modern W'wdmen of the World. 

T. C. GUI NEE, wholesale dealer in fruits and produce, 
Memphis, Tenn., is a native of Missouri, but his parents re- 
moved to Memphis when he was but a boy, and he attended 
the public schools of the city until about si.xteen years of age. 
Young as he was. circumstances gave him charge of a retail 
grocery at that age, and for three years he conducted the 
business in a successful manner. His experience gave him a 
desire to learn the wholesale business, and at nineteen he en- 
tered the service of M. Gavin & Co., as clerk. He was rapidly 
advanced, until he reached the position of cashier of the whole- 
sale grocery business of that firm, a reward for faithful i>er- 
.fomiance of duty. In Octol>er. 1885. he severed his connec- 
tion with the firm and engaged in the wholesale fruit and 
produce business for himself as a member of the firm of John- 
son. Guinee & Co. In August, 1897, nearly twelve years later. 
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the firm became T. C. Guiiiee & Co., consisting of T. C. Guinec 
and D, K. Grace, and thus it reniaine<l until May, 1903, when 
Mr. Grace retired and Mr. Giiinee became sole proprietor, 
though retaining tlie old firm name. Tlie firm handles every- 
thing known to the fruit and produce business, receiving g<Kxls 
from every part (»f the Unite<l States. Mexico and Italy, and 
dealing largely in foreign nuts and dried fruits. Mr. Guinee 
belongs to the Husiness Men's club, the Memphis Merchants' 
exchange and the Xational Cretlit Men's association; is a mem- 
ber of the Catholic church and of the Catholic Knights of 
America; is one of the most public-spirited business men of 
Memphis, and takes great interest in every movaueiit that con- 
duces to the advancement of the city. 



Godfrey joined the army as a member of I'olivar tr(K»p of 
cavalry, lie servwl six months and (|uit, not l>eing regularly 
enlisted, went to I^ine Uluflf. Ark., where he was detailed as a 
volunteer scout to act about .\a|K»lcon. and served as such for a 
year. In 1863 he went lo .Memphis and entered the mercantile 
business, in which he was engaged until 1868. His brother's 
dejith at Concordia, Mi.'^s., le<l him to go there an<l engage 
in business, where he remained until 188S. He then ret urne<l 
to Memphis, and in i8</(t went into the cotton business, which 
has been his vocation ever since, lie «.)rganized the firm of 
Fader. Frank Co.. and in i88j. after the retirement of Mr. 
Fader, he became the head of the firm of Go<lfrey Frank & 




GODFKFV FRANK, head of the 
firm of Godfrey Frank & Co., is one 
of the l>est-known cotton men in the 
South. He was born iti Gennany, 
Sept. I, 1834. In 1851 he came to 
.\merica and located first at Grand 
Lake. .\rk.. where a brother livetl. 
Eighteen months later he went to 
Xap>»leon, Ark., and opened a gen- 
eral store with his brother. Henry. 
They enjoyed a go(Kl business until 
the war broke (»ut. in i86[, when 
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Co. The ixjpularity and energy of tlie firm are realized when 
one considers the vohinie of business transacted by it. They 
handle annually in the neighborhood of 40,000 bales of cot- 
ton, drawn from tlie country contiguous to Memphis. Asso- 
ciated with Mr. Frank are Mr. Sam Kahn, formerly of 
Bolivar. Tenn.. and Mr. A. H. Frank. The tirm has large and 
influential connections with the cotton-planting interests of the 
Yazoo delta, the richest cotton country in the world. The firm 
has a record of" years to give it a standing among the planters, 
and it is increasing in business and in honorable position 
in commercial circles. Mr. Frank is a director in the National 
Bank of Commerce, the Manhattan lank, the Memphis Tnist 
Company and the South Memphis Land Company. He Ije- 
longs to the Masons, the Knights of Honor and the B'nai 
B'rith. 




COLONEL ANDREW DUNN 
G WYNNE, of the firm of Stewart, 
(iwynne & Co., of Memphis. Tenn., 
was born in County Londonderry, 
Ireland, Jan. 18. 1839. He is a son 
of Andrew and Ann ( Rosenborough ) 
(iwynne, who came to America in 
Deceml^er. 1849. The father was a 
merchant in Memphis until his deatk. 
in 1862. The .son attended schcx^l 
until fourteen year? old, when he 
joined the ranks of the workers and 
received a business training. In 1859 he married Miss Eliza 
A., daughter of Andrew and Susan Henderson. When the war 
came on, in 186 1. he Ijccame a member of the Sumter Grays, 
was elected second lieutenant and was soon after app()inte<l 
adjutant of a Tennessee battalion. On April 3, 1862. he was 
promoted to the rank of major and transferred to the Twenty- 
sixth Alabama infantry. At the Iwttle of Shiloh a fragment of 
a shell from a Federal giniboat cut away the point of his cap. 
struck a button on his breast, glanced and shattered his left arm. 
An(»ther i)iece «>f the same shell wounded his horse. His gal- 
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lantry in this battle led to another promotion, and he was 

made a lieutenant-colonel and assigned to duty with the 
Tliirty-eightli Tennessee infantry, of wliich bis old company 
f<irincd a part. He participate*! with his regiment in all its 
splendid servscc. includiiiL,'- the battles of Pcrryville. Murfrees- 
boro, Chickaniauga, Mill Creek Hap. Ke^aia, Xew Ht>pe Qiurch, 
Kenesaw Mountain, Peachtrce Creek and Atlanta. After 
the battle of Missionary Ridge, Col. John C. Oirter, of the 
Thirt) -eighth, commanded the brigade and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gwynne took command of the regiment. When the Army of 
the Tennessee, occupying Dalton, in 1864 was attacked by 
Sherman, the Thirty-eighth Tennessee and Thirty-eighth Ala- 
bama were put in the front to hold tlie valley at tiie mouth of 
Mill Creek Gap. Gwynne and his force repulsed one determined 
assault after another, against what .seemed an irresistible 
force, until eight times the enemy were lieroically Ijeaten back. 
Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, who had remained close at hand to 
witness the conflict and send up reinforcements should they 
be needed, then rode away, satisfied that Gwynne could handle 
the situation. Colonel Gw3mne here received a severe scalp 
wound. He and his command shared the splendid record made 
by Gieatham's division through the Atlanta campaign. In the 
battle of Atlanta. July 22, 1864, while leading his men over 
the enem\'<5 breast-works. Colonel Gwytnie was scx'erely 
wiiinuleil and ca()tnred. His wrist {oint was shattered ]>y a 
minie ball, eight iiiohes of b<»ne being broken. He rL-eei\e<l 
prrimpt surgical attention on the field, where he remained ten 
days, and at the end of the time was sent to the Federal 
hospital at Marietta, where his wound was carefully attended 
to. He was soon after sent to Johnson's Island. O., where he 
remained nearly three months, when he was exclianged, sent 
to Richmond, and in Febniary, 1865. he started on foot to 
rej'»iii his regiment in North Carolina. The war s<w>n closed, 
and. l)orrowing money en<nigli to bring his wife and c!iil<l from 
Jack'<<'»n, Mi^N., \i, Mem|)liis. he began the struggle i>f life 
anew, penniless and <lisal);e(l, but witii the same splenditi cour- 
age that had characterized him in tlie l ing \ cars of war. His 
first employment was as second clerk on a Vazoo steamer. 
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Later he found employment at Memphis, and finally became 
connected with a firm at Des Arc, Ark., which subsequently 
opened at Memphis. The firm of Stewart, Gwynne & Co.. 
wholesale grocers and critton factors, was orgrini/ed in 18OO, 
and has been in existence ever since, tliongh C oi' mcl (iwynne 
is the only surviving nienihcr of the original firm. ll has 
met with a full measure of success in these years, and is one 
of the leading factors in the merranttle life and history of 
Memphis. In 1873 Colonel Gwynne became a director in the 
State National bank, in 1880 was made vice-president, and in 
1892 he was elected president, holding that position for six 
ytSLTS and resigning in 1898 on account of ill-health. In con- 
nection with his resignation, the following resolution was 
p.T^^ed hy the hoard of directors, which indicates belter than 
anything else the esteem in which he is lield hy his ass<xiates: 
"In pursuance of a resi)lution a<l<»pted at a meeting of the 
directors of the State National bank, of Memphis, on the 12th 
of January. 1898, whereby the undersigned members of the 
board were appointed a committee to gi\e expression to the 
general feeling of r^et occasioned by the resignation of Col. 
Andrew D. Gwynne of the office of president, the committee 
declare that, though in this age of strenuous effort great deed^ 
and the men wIm> perform them are tpuckly forgotten, a con- 
spicuous exception is found in the official career of this dis- 
tinguishe<l financier, who has vf»luntarily laid down the bur- 
dens of otfice. The administration of the affairs of the bank 
during President Clwyntie's incumbency deserves more than 
passing approbation. Jt was a period of its history marked 
in the management by exceptional ability, skill and tact. To 
the discharge of its duties those rare endowments of sound 
judgment, clear perception and technical knowledge were 
brought— <iualities that lead unerringly to the best ways and 
surest results. Tmproved methods and economies were intro- 
duced and broad jjlaiis developed. The channels of business 
were broadened; the \olume of <lep<^sits enlarged, and public 
confidence firmly establishefl. Tt was esj)ecially during llie 
eventful days of the panic of when financial disaster over- 

whelmed a large part of the banking institutions of the coun- 
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try, that thomugliness of management and skill in leadership 
were most conspicuous. With serene conra^e and oxd head, 
dangers were overcome, the weak aided, the tinud encouraged, 
and conlidence maintained; his masterful direction durin$>; this 
time of stress and storm eliciting praise and commendation, of 
which this able financier may justly be proud. Not were his 
virile strength and uncommon aptitude weakened by the 
graciousness of speech and urbanity o£ manners which charac- 
terize him and win for him a pleasii^ distinction among men. 
These obliging social virtues were nsefnl allies, which helped 
to smooth the rough patlis that led to his many successes. In 
contemplating his manifold services and shining rpiah'ties. the 
committee have not found themselve'^ able to give ade<iuatc ex- 
presMoii to the high esteem and resjx'ct in whicli Colonel 
Gwyniie is hehl, and of the sincere regret with which his 
resignation was accepted." This uniiualified endorsement is in 
line witli the many expressions of confidence which have been 
spoken of Colonel Gwynne all along and through his life. In 
granting the only application made by him for a furlough when 
in the army (and that made for the purpose of finding .a 
home for his family), Gen. M. J. Wright endorsed it as fol- 
lows: "In forwarding the ai itliritt n 1 l'<ire to say that 
Colonel Gwynne is one of ilie West (I' mIiIk i|. most attentive 
and intlustrious ofticcrs I li;i\e met in the anuy. lie has done 
more important siK-cial <luty in my hrigaile tlian any officer 
in it; is never absent fr<jm his |K)st of duly, and makes this 
application only under the circumstances mentioned, which I 
regard as an extreme case." This furlough, the button that 
saved his life at Shiloh, the bullet that struck him at Atlanta, 
and the Mexican quarter-dollar which comprised his entire 
capital when the war ended, are among his m<ist highly prized 
treasures. Colonel Gwynne is vice-president of tlie Memphis 
Storage and Express C. .mi>any: a director in the National 
Bank of Commerce: the Memphis rrust Cotnpanv: the State 
Savings ])ank. and the I''act<^rs" Fire Insurance Conipan\. lie 
has been a member of the Presln tcrian church since 1H56. 
He has one son, William F., who served with credit in the 
Spanish-American war as a member of Company B, Second 
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Mississippi, and has since been commissioned captain in the 
military service in the Philippines. 

JAMES 1 1C1-"1'"1'{I'',YS, a surveyor of customs at Memphis. 
Tetiti.. was l)^trii in Cliutoti county, Ky.. April j, 1853. His 
cui) life was pa>,Neil on a farm. He rtxeued a c<jmmun school 
and academic education, studied law and medicine, but never 
pradtioed in either profession. He devoted most of his time 
to farming until 1876, when he became a traveling salesman, 
his work taking him through many states, with Nashville, 
Tenn., as his headquarters most of the time. In 1880 he made 
Camden his home and headquarters, was married there in 
1886, and entered the mercantile business the same year. 
In 1888, he organized a newspaj>er company and commeticcd 
the publication of the V'idcttc, a Republican weekly. In 1889 
he was apjxiinted deputy United States marshal, but held the 
position only a few months, resigning to accept a i>osition in 
the internal revenue service. In 1892 Mr. Jeffreys was elected 
secretary of the Republican state central committee of Tennes- 
see, which position he held for several years. In 1894 he was 
elected to the state senate from the twenty-fourth senatorial 
district, and was a member of the memoral)le Evans-Turney 
gubernatorial contest committee, atul in 1896 was a delegate- 
at-large from Tennessee to the Republican national convention 
at St. Louis. In the followingf vear President McKinley ap- 
pointed Mr. Jeffreys to a position in the land department, as 
allotting agent. He shortly afterward resii^ned this to accept 
the position of chairman of the L'te Indian commission, with 
headquarters in Utah. Here, in 1898, he opened the Unccrni- 
pahgre Indian reservation for settlement In July, of that 
year, he tendered his resignation as chairman of that commis- 
sion to accept the position of surveyor of ctetoms, at Mem- 
phis, to whidi he had been appointed by President McKinley, 
and so enjoys the distinction of holding three conimissit^ns 
from President McKinlev during his fust administration. In 
July. H)02, l*rcsidcnt Ro«jscvcit reappointed Mr. Jeffreys as 
surveyor for another four-year terra. 
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OLIVER M. HAMILTON, vice- 
president and treasurer of the Mem- 
phis Coffin C<)mp:uiy, Memphis, 
Tenn., is a native of Jefferson county. 
Ind.. where he was Ixirn in itS6i. 
growing to manhood there and re- 
ceiving his education in the pubHc 
sch<K)ls of that section. He went to 
C'hattantK^ga, Tenn., in 1883. and re- 
mained in that city for a numljer of 
years. In 1889 he was one of the 
orgimizers of the Willinghim S.ish 
and Door Company, and was made secretary and trca:<ircr. 
The company continued as such until 1891, when it was le- 
organized as the Wilhngham Manufacturing Company. Mr. 
Hamihon hohhng the same position with the new company 
until 1896, wlien he severed his connection with it and move<l 
to Memphis. The Memphis Coflfin Company was soon after- 
ward organized, and Mr. Hamilton was its secretary and treas- 
urer for the first year, and at the end of that time was made 
vice-president and treasurer. He is a good business man. and 
has gained the recognition to which his (juaHfications entitle 
him. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and of the Masonic fraternity. 

IsVEKETT r. BENNETT, president of the Bennett Hard- 
woo<l Lumber Company, is one of the most prominent hanlwcxKl 
lumbermen in Memphis, Teiui. He was lx)rn in Boston, Mass.. 
March 18, 1837, reared in that city, and was e<Iucated in the 
public schools of the Hub. He graduated from the grammar 
schools in 1871 and the high scIi<k)1. in 1875. where he com- 
pleted his study of books, and then entered a commercial col- 
lege for a business course. In 1875 he liecame connected with 
the firm of William B. Reynolds & Co., lumber dealers, and 
remained with that company for three years, leaving it to 
.'iccept a position with a luml»er ftrm at Kenton, O. In 1881 
he rej>resented the Reynolds Comp.uiy at Nashville, in the 
mill and hunl>er business, in which ihev weie associated with 
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Jacob Schafer & Co. In 1886 Mr. Bennett went to Fort 
Smith, Ark., where he superintended the purchase and classic 

ficatioii of a large lot of walnut lumber. Wliile he was in 
Arkansas. Mr. Bennett handled a great deal of lumber, prac- 
tically walnut, and in 1887 he became manager f<>r Cum- 
mings Bros. Two years later he went into the Indian Ter- 
ritory with a portable sawmill, for the purpose of cutting 
black walnut timber for export. All this experience gave Mr. 
Bennett a knowledge of hardwcwxls that has prove<l invaluable 
in his business life at the head of his own company. In 
1892 he went to Memphis, and in 1893 he and others formed 
a stock company, buying the interest held by John Streight 
in the lumber business, and organized the Hardwood Lumber 
Company, .of which Mr. Bennett was made manager. Three 
years later he purchased the entire plant and the company 
tix)k the name given alK")ve. Tlie concern was incorporated 
in i(>oi, and now has three larf^^e sawmills, with a total 
capacity of 1(K).<xk) feet daily. Mr. Bennett is also a menil>er 
and president of the Wolf Kiver lowing Company. Being 
a thorough lumberman, Mr. Bennett is a member of the Con- 
catenated Order of Hoo Hoos, and is one of those to whom 
the order looks for a part of its entertainment when it meets 
for a social session, or for advice during its business con- 
claves. Memphis is considered the hardwood lumber center 
of the country, the interests of the industn,' are rapidly ad- 
vancing, and the Tieimett company is one of the leading com- 
panies of the kind in the South. 

C\'K US I'. Hl^NT. manager of an independent brokerage 
office, known as the Memphis exchange, was bom in that city 
in 1842. He attended school and lived there until the break- 
ing out of the war. On May 15, 1861, he enlisted in the 
Confederate service, as a private of Company A, Fourth Ten- 
nessee, and served two years, at the end of which time he 
received an honorable discharge because of physical disability. 
He was in the engagements at Belmont. Island No. lo, Shiloh, 
and in Tumierous minor engagements. He wa»^ wounded twice, 
and in i8(>J, while o:\ the road back to his command, he was 
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captured between Holly Springs and Memphis, and held for 
three months in Memphis. He escai)ed to Canada and re- 
mained there for a year, when he went to New York, and 
remained there until the close of the war. After i)eace was 
restored he returned to Memphis, commenced as a clerk in a 
cotton house, and was thus engaged for two years, when he 
commencetl buying cotton for himself. He continued to buy 
cotton until the latter part of 1871, when, in company with 
his uncle. Sam Mosby, he engaged in the whcjlesale grocery 
business under the fnin name of Mosby & Hunt. This asst>- 
ciation continued until 1S76. when Mr. Mosby retired, and the 
firm became C. P. Hunt & Co. In i8(S6 Mr. Hunt disposed 
of his interests, started a st<x'k fann in Shelby county. Temi., 
and remained in that line for seven years. In 1893 he be- 
came general manager of the Mississippi \'alley Cotton Com- 
pany, and continued as such until 1899. In the latter year 
he opened the Memphis exchange, in which he has been very 
successful. 



years. In 1887 he went to Memphis, where he took a position 
with the wholesale grocery firm of which he is now a sttwrk- 
holder and direct<»r. l>eing elected to the latter position in 1S88. 
one year after his arrival in the city. He is also a director 
in the Continental Savings bank and vice-president of the 
Memphis Merchants' exchange. He is a member of the Pres- 
bvterian church. 




W. E. HOLT, a director of the 
Oliver-Finnie Grocery Ci>mpany. of 
Memphis, Tenn.. was l>orn at David- 
.son. X. C, Jan. 4, 1864. He lived 
there until twenty years of age, at- 
tending the common sch<H>ls and 
graduating in 1883 fn^m Davidson 
college. On leaving college, he en- 
tered the service of the Richmond & 
Danville Railroa<l Company, as a 
clerk in the car-record and tracing de- 
partment. an«l remained there three 
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JOSEPH \V. KEYES, active vice- 
president of the Tennessee 'IVust 
Company of Memphis. Tenn., is one 
of the live men who have ^Wei\ to 
that city its fair fame in the commer- 
cial circles of the South. Mr. Keyes 
was lx)rn at I'"ulton, Miss., in 1857. 
and was reared in that place. He se- 
cured a primary education in the com- 
mon scho<jls. but left school at an 
early age to enter the employ of a 
lar^e general store in Fulton, where 



he kept Ixioks and rose to the position of head salesman. In 
1878 he went to Louisville, Ky., as a traveling salesman for 
the wholesale hardware house of W. B. Belknap & Co.. which 
occupation he followed for several years. Laying aside his 
"grips," he took up banking and l)ecame vice-president of the 
Bank of Tupelo, at Tupelo, Miss. In 1896 he left Tui)eIo and 
went to West Point, Miss., where he organized the Bank of 
West Point, with a paid-up capital of $50,000. liecoming its 
cashier and manager. At the end of five years he sold his 
interest there and removed to Memphis, to take the position 
of president of the Hessig-Ellis Wholesale Drug Company, with 
a paid-up capital of $100,000. and also the presidency of the 
Home Finance and Trust Company, which also had a paid-up 
capital of $100,000. In 1904 the Home Finance and Trust 
Company merged with the Tennessee Trust Company, which 
gave to the Temiessee Trust Company a jxiid-up capital of 
$700,000 and a suri)lus of $200,000. making it the largest 
company of its kind in the South, except one other. By this 
amalgamation Mr. Keyes l)ecame the active vice-president, de- 
voting his entire time to its affairs. Mr. Keyes is a director 
in the Bank of Xewton, Miss., Bank of Wayneslx)ro, Miss., 
and a stfKkholder in several banks in Mississippi and Tennes- 
see, also in oil mills, cotton mills and mercantile companies. 
He is a self-made man of indomitable energy, determination 
and ambiti<ni. His career has been a successful one, l^ec^iuse 
he i>osses.ses unusual qualifications as a business man and 
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financier. He is a leading member of the Masonic fraternity, 
having^ elected to all the offices of the Grand lodge of 
Mississi]>pi, excq>t one. Tie also held many offices in the 

Bankers' association, of Mississippi. inchvHtig- the office of 
vice-president. Mr. Keyes is a strong believer in Christianity 
and morality. 

« 

JESSE T. FORSYTH, dealer in lime and cement, in Mem- 
phis, Tenn., is generally regarded as one of the leaders among 
the younger element of Memphis business mea He was bom 
in Cross county. Ark., in 1866, but his parents moved to Mem- 
phis when he was but two years old, and lie cannot rememljer 
the time when he was not part and parcel of that place from 
its (la\s of over-oroun viIlageho<j<l to the time when it became 
a modern city. lie p].iye<l aixmt its street'^, studied in its 
public schools, and wlide still a lH)y .>^ecurcd cm]»Ioyment in one 
of its (lry-g(Kxls stores as cash \k>\. He remained fmir years 
in this store, rising to a clerkship, and then obtained employ- 
ment with T. J. Graham, a dealer in lime and cement on a 
large scale. Possessed of good judgment for one so young, 
and being attentive to duty,, he was advanced by Mr. Graham 
until he became his principal assistant. He remained with Mr. 
Graham for twelve years, and on the death of that gentleman, 
in 1897, he started in the lime and cement business for him- 
self. When he commenced he (Kxnipied one '^niall store room 
and had hut one dchvery wagon. At the present time he has 
one of the large store r(K)nis on Front street, a large ware- 
hou.sc on the railroatl tracks antl keeps several wagons busy. 
He is president of the Nietolene Manufacturing Company, 
which makes a hog cholera cure. Mr. Forsyth belongs to 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Royal Arcanum, the Improved 
Order of Red Men, the Woodmen of the World and the United 
Moderns. He is a meml)er of the Metli<Kh'st Episcopal Church 
South, and is treasurer of the Epworth league No. i. of Mem- 
phis. 
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JOSEPH X. OLIVER, of the 
Oliver-Finnie Grocery Company, is 
one of tlie successful business men of 
Memphis, Tenn., who has risen to 
liigh positions in the world of com- 
merce, by reascjn of energy and appli- 
cation, united with good business 
(jualifications. He was born in New- 
ark, \. J., Aug. 14. 1828. After re- 
ceiving a primary education in Ihc 
public schools of Newaik, he left 
home and went to New York, where 
he engaged as an apprentice in a hat manufactory. He worked 
at hit-imkii g in t'le Eist until twent>-four years of age, with 
intervals of travel, both in America and abroad. In 1853 
he went to Cincinnati and took charge of a hat store. Six 
years later he formed a partnership with Samuel D. Grear. a 
wholesale produce dealer and grocer, of Cincinnati, and in the 
spring of i860 a branch of this house was established in Mem- 
phis. The coming on of the war so seriously affected the 
wln>lesale business generally in that city that in 1862 the firm 
was dissolved and the wholesale business discontinued. Mr. 
Oliver then went into the retail grocery line, as head of the 
firm of J. X. Oliver & Co. This firm continued until 1869. 
wh.en business resumed more nearly normal conditions, which 
encouraged Mr. Oliver to sell his interest and organize the 
firm of Oliver. Finnie & Co., wholesale and retail grocers. 
In 1887 the company was incorporated as the Oliver-Finnie 
Grocery Ccunpany. strictly wholesale. The business has in- 
creased from the beginning, and a building on Shelby and 
Clinton streets was erected by J. X. Oliver and rented to the 
firm. It is said to l)e the largest and finest e<lifice for the pur- 
pose in Memphis, or in the Southern states. Mr. Oliver has 
proved himself possessetl of an unusual business acumen and 
sagacity. .\s fnie who knew him. said: "Mr. Oliver is simply 
a wonder. In spite of his advanced age, he attends to business 
every day. and is a man of unerring judgment, and of the 
strictest integrity." He has erected several private residences 
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which are omamcnts to the city, and in many ways has shown 
a puhhc spirit in keeping with his other quahties of mind and 
heart. In i860 lie married Miss Ella Grear, of Cincinnati, sis- 
ter of his then partner. They have no chiUlren. Mr. Oliver 
is a nieml)er of the cong^rej^atioii of the Second Presbyterian 
church. 

A. A. ARNOLD, president of the 
George Arnold Company, wholesale 
grocers, of Memphis, Tenn., was born 
in St. Louis, Mo., in 1857. In i8()2 
the family moved to Memphis, 
whither the head of the family had 
preceded them, and in that city the 
yt^tungcr Arnold was reared and re- 
ceived a limited sch<K)ling. W hen but 
nine years of age he entered a dry- 
gixnls house, as a cash boy, and re- 
mained there three years, rising to the 
place of hel|)er in the shoe department. lie then attended 
school for aKmt a year, afterward going to Michigan, where 
he spent about a year with friends, in 1874, he commenced 
contracting for levees and running a commissary, and has con- 
tinued in those lines ever since. The firm of George .\rnold 
& Co. was cstablisheil in 1862, the senior George .\niold being 
the head of the company. At his death, in 1865. his son. 
George, succeeded to the p«»sition of manager. In 1888 the 
company was incorix)rate(l and A. A. Arnold l)ecame one of 
the stockholders and directors, and later was elccte<l to the 
vice-presidency, .\fter the death of President George .\mol<l. 
in 1903. A. A. Arnold was elected his successor and George 
Arnold III. was made vice-president. The company carries 
an immen.<;e stcnk of groceries, etc.. which fill their great build- 
ing. 83x151 feet in size, and four stories high. It does a large 
business as a railway and Icvce contractors* supply house, in 
addition to its regular jobbing trade. It eini)loys over fifty 
pe«»ple in various capacities, and its grH-)ds sell in Missouri. .Ar- 
kansas. Texas. Tennessee. Alabama. Mississippi and Louisiana. 
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It has the excUisive agency in the territon- it covers for a 
number of lines of goods that are in demand with the trade. 
It is a cotton dealer in a large way, and has customers in 
ever}' section of the cotton-growing district. Mr. Arnold is 
also president of the Wilson Company, dealers in wall papers 
and paints, in Memphis, and holds a controlling interest in 
the company. He also owns large farming interests in Ar- 
kansas. He has never married, but has l>een a devoted son 
to his mother, who is now eighty-five years of age. They 
live in Memphis in the winter and in the spring move to 
their country home, seven miles out of the city. Mr. .Arnold 
is a member of the Episcopal church, and belongs to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 



the son readily acquired a taste for mercantile life as well as 
business methods and habits. He left school at the age of 
eighteen anti sccurefl a position with the wholesale dry-goo<ls 
house of Bransford. McW'hiter & Co., of Nashville. Three 
years later he accompanied Col. Thomas L. Bransford and 
his son. John S. Bransford, to Memphis, where the three oi)ened 
a whf)lesale Imm^i and shoe business, the first exclusively whole- 
sale house of that kind in the city. That was in i860, and 
the beginning of the war the following year interfered so 
materially with the wholesale business of the South that it 
was deemed advisable to close up the affairs of the firm. As 
soon as possible its business was wound uj). and et»rly in 1862 




JAMES MOXROE G(X)DBAR. 
of Goodbar & Co., wholesale dealers 
in boots and shoes, of Memphis. 
Tenn., is one of the prominent citi- 
zens of that place and well known 
among the business men throughout 
the South. He was born on a fani) 
in Overton county. Tenn., May 29, 
1839. W hen ten years of age his 
parents removed to Sparta, Tenn. His 
father. William P. Go<xlbar. was a 
successful merchant and farmer, and 
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Mr. (jiMMllxir entered the 0>iifederate army as a private in 
Company I. pDurth 'i'ennes^ee cavalry. Sliortlv after he was 
electeil second hcutenant, in August of the same yc*ir he was 
made (quartermaster of the regiment, and served as sucli until 
its reorganization at Shelby ville, Tetin., in the springy of 1863. 
At that time he was assigned to the commissary department, 
as a purchasing agent, and during the winter of 1863-64 was 
sent to Florida to buy cattle. He served with that branch of 
the amiy until the close of the war, and in February, 1867. 
retunied to Memphis, where he went into the wholesale busi- 
ness, this time as a iueml)cr of (lo-^flhrir (lillilatul. In i^yy 
the firm luvanie <M"idb;ir &• Co and remains so to the pres- 
ent time. Mr. (lomlhar"-, >ui.ce>> is remai kahle. Startinjj im- 
mediately after the war, wuh but little capital, he has built up 
a splendid business and has become a wealthy man by his 
energy, determination and correct methods. The firm was in- 
corporated in 1889 with Mr. Goodbar as president The com- 
pany has two factories, turning out a superior grade of goods. 
Mr. Goodbar is a director in the Memphis Trust Company; 
in the Memphis NatnMial bank; the Chickasaw Cooi)eragc 
Company; in the Little Ri xk Ice Company, of Little R(Kk. 
Ark., and is a stiKkhoider 111 several insurance companies. He 
h.as always taken an interest in municipal affairs, and has .served 
as a member of the conunou council of the city. His tenu as 
a member of tiie council was during the administration of Mr. 
Porter as president of the taxing district, a period when the 
best minds of the city were called into service to perpetuate 
Memphis and restore her to a place among the muntdimlities 
of the state. He took an active part in the formation of the 
present city government, being one of a committee of seven 
that wa*^ a])pointed at a citizens' meeting to devise ways and 
meaii'^ for getting rid of the old city charter aiiij iir^ani/inp 
under a new plan. In iS'i". Mr. (j«Ki(ll>ar was in.uried to 
Miss Mary Morgan of Heniando, Miss., and they have two 
sons and a daughter. He is a member and elder of the Second 
Presbyterian church, and politically is a Democrat, but never 
seeks office. 
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OCOL. 1. I". PErERS, industrial 
commissioner of Memphis, and 
W'orld's Fair commissioner for Ten- 
nessee, was born at Poughkeepsic, 
N. Y.. July 12, 1850. In 185O his 
parents moved to Chicago, where he 
received his early education in the 
pubHc sclux)ls, and later entered col- 
lege at Kalamazot^, Mich., where lie 

remained two years. He then entered 
the employ of a wholesale hat house 
in Giicago, but in 1869 went to 
Memphis as clerk for Brown & Jones, coal dealers, and re- 
mained in their empl»>y until 1874, when he went into the retail 
hat business in Memphis. In 1877 he married Miss Maggie 
M. W'ooldrige, daughter of the late Egbert and Elizal^eth 
W'ooldrige. Jn 1880 he disiK)sed of business, returned to Chi- 
cago and for the next five years traveled for a cracker factory. 
The attractions of Memphis were tiM> strong for him, however, 
and in 1886 he returnetl to that city and organizetl a company 
known as the Peters Company, of which he was nnnager, 
erected a cracker factory and operatetl it until i8(>i. when 
it was .sold to the trust, though he remained for two years as 
manager. He was mainly resj)onsil>le for the »>rgpnization, in 
iS8<). of the Southern Cracker Bakers' association, and was 
made president of it, acting in that capacity until 1891. when 
the as.sociation was dissolved. In 1892 he was electetl presi- 
dent of the Young Men's Business league, of Memphis, the 
first organized in the United States, and was its president two 
years. ,\t this time he was vice-|>resident of the Merchants' 
exchange. Greatly interested in military matters, he l>ecame 
a memlxjr of the famous '"Chicka.saw (iuards" in 1874, tirst 
as a private, then as a .sergeant, and in 1886 was apiK)inted 
adjutant of the Second regiment. By regular stq)s he ro.se 
to the position of major, then lieutenant-colonel, and finally 
was chosen as colonel of the regiment. In 1893 Colonel 
Peters was in command of the state trfx)ps at Coal Creek for 
two months during the strike. In 1895 the Veteran Chicka- 
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saw Guards arranged for a competitive drill to be held in 
Memphis, offering prizes amounting to $i7,ooa Colonel 
Peters was appointed manager of the aii^r, and traveled all 
over the United Stattt, inviting military organizations to take 
part in the encampment and awakening,' interest in the mat- 
ter. In August, i8<)5. as the senior colonel in tiic state, he 
commanded the Tennessee state trcM^ps and took part in tlie 
(ledicati'in < tf the l>attle-field of Chickamauga. At tlic close of 
the year lie icndercd his resignation as colonel of the regiment, 
and Gov. Peter Tumey published tfie following order: "O^. 
I. F. Peters, Second regiment, having tendered his resigna- 
tion on account of removing his residence from the state, he 
h hereby honorably discharged from the National Guard of 
the State of Tennessee. The state loses an excellent and 
valuable officer, one who was in the ranks of the first uni- 
formed comi)any organized in the state after the war; rose from 
the ranks to the command of the Secontl regiment, an earnest 
worker at all times for the best interest of the service. It 
is with regret liiat the commander-in-chief accepts the resigna- 
tion -of this officer, he having served long and faithfully in the 
National Guard." In 1896, he went to Chicago, where he 
associated himself with the American-Luxfer Prism Company, 
and as manager opened their brandies in Oeveland and Pitts- 
burg; returned to Memphis, in 1898, as general agent for a 
life insurance company, and in 1901 was made commissioner 
of the Industrial Icaj^uc. While all the iK)sitions filled by 
CV)loiiel ]\'ters have (iem<»ii>tratc(l hi-: tnetliodical and well- 
trained bu'^ine'-s eapacity. it is as ct ininii>si( >ner of the Jjuluslrial 
league, of Memphis, that he has achieved his tnost signal suc- 
cess. Promoted to tliat ix»sition wlieii there was little interest, 
and still less confidence, in the manufacturing outlook, he 
promptly began a vigorous campaign along those lines. The 
revolution wrought during his four years' administration has 
won encomium not alone in Memphis but abroad. His 
familiarity with every detail respecting the advantages, facilities 
and resources of Meiriphis is simply man-elous. He has col- 
lected, digc^tetl and di'-f rihtited them, in such systematic and 
attractive form as to surpri.se even th«^e most familiar with the 
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situation. His office has come to be known as a bureau of 
commercial statistics. In January, 1904, he was appointed 
World's Fair commissioner by Gov. James B. PVazier. The 
following is quotcti from the Memphis Commercial- Appeal, of 
January 28, 1904. being an editorial published at that time: 
"Colonel Peters is the commissioner of the Industrial league, 
a man who has done more for the upbuilding of the manufac- 
turing interests of this city the last few years than any other 
citizen of Memphis. He knows more of the resources of the 
city and can create a greater interest in the exhibition of those 
resources at St. Louis than any one that could have been 
selected, and he is withal a gentleman of such gifts and such 
presence that he will grace any position in which he is placed 
as the representative of Memphis and of Tennessee at the great 
exposition." 



C, Twelfth Tennessee infantry, as a private, and served until 
captured at Kenesaw Mountain. He was sent to Camp Mor- 
ton. Indianapolis. Ind., and held nine months, when he was 
exchanged. He was in numerous engagements, among them 
Oiickamauga, Mission Ridge, Resaca, New Hope Church, I^ost 
Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, etc. Prior to this he had been 
in the Kentucky campaign under Bragg, and was severely 
wounded at Richmond, Ky.. and remained in the hospital there 
for two months. After his release from prison he rode to 
Greensboro, N. C, and walked from there to his home in 




J.'XMES APPLEWHITE, vice- 
president of the Chickasaw Cooperage 
Company, of Memphis, Tenn., was 
Iwrn at Covington, in that state, in 
1844. When about two years of age 
his parents removed to Shelby county, 
where the son was reared and re- 
ceived his education in the common 
schools. In the fall of 1861 he joined 
an artillery comi)any at Decatur, 
.\la., but it did not go into service. 
Two months later he joined Company 
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Cross county. Ark., where he had gone before the outbreak 
of the war. In 1870 he engaged in merchanchzing at Witts- 
burg. Ark., and remained there and at Vaundale, in tlie same 
county, until 1897. when he sold out and returned to Mem- 
pTiis. He purchased an interest in the Giickasaw GK)i)erage 
Company, and was made vice-president, wiiicli positiiMi he still 
holds. Mr, Applewhite is also a director in the Memphis Stt>ve 
and Hardware Company, the News Publishing Company, the 
Crown Chemical Company, and is president of the Idlewild 
Grocery Company, all Memphis institutions. He is a Royal 
Aich Mason, a meml)er and steward of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Qiurch South, and is an ardent Democrat, but not 
a i>olitician. 

HENRY C. POLK, of the whole- 
sale grocery company of Polk, Spin- 
ning & Co., of Memphis, Tenn., is a 
prtniuct of that city and, like most of 
its productions, a credit. He was 
born in 1850, was reared in Mem- 
phis and etlucated in its schools. Upon 
leaving school, at the age of twenty 
years, he entered the employ of a 
wholesale grocery firm as clerk and 
remained with that house for twelve 
years, learning the business from one 
end t<» the other. In 1882 he organized the firm of Polk. 
Spinning & Co., doing business at 268 Front street, his |>art- 
ners Iieing H. S. Spinning and B. A. She[)]icrd. The firm does 
business as grocers, cotton factors, dealers in wagons and farm- 
ing implements, in six states, and handles .some i2,(xxi bales 
of cotton annually, its S|>ecialty being staple cottons. It is 
am<Mig the foremost business firms in Tennessee, and is in- 
creasing its business in an eminently satisfactory manner. Mr. 
Pe»lk is a memlier of the Presbyterian church, and has a de- 
servedly high reinUation as a man of j)robity, business ability 
and public spirit. 
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JOHN GASTON, proprietor of 
the Gaston hotel, Memphis, Tenn., 
was bom near Bordeaux, in the South 
of France, in 1828. His father. Peter 
Gaston, was a farmer, in poor cir- 
cumstances, and died at the age of 
eighty without being able to leave his 
son anything more than a good 
physique and determination to suc- 
ceed. At the age of twelve years the 
son left the old farm and went to 



Paris, where an uncle kept a small 
hotel and restaurant. There he Ixcame familiar with every 
branch of the business, and later l)ecame a steward on an ocean 
steamer, crossing the Atlantic many times. He finally settled 
in New York, where for two years he was in the service of 
the celebrate«l Delmonico. In 1851 he went to California, but 
remained there only a short time, returning to New York. 
The following year he went to Washington, and from there to 
Florida, as steward of a hotel at Apalachicola. Next he be- 
came a steward of a hotel at Macon. Ga.. and subsetjuently 
look a similar p<:)sition at Atlanta. Shortly after the break- 
ing out of the war, he entered the Confederate army and served 
on detailed duty until the close of hostilities. During the war, 
he lost all he had accumulated, and in 1865 went to Mem- 
phis to commence the work of rebuilding his broken fortunes. 
Being a man of great industry, splendid capacity and com- 
mon sense, he succeeded, in 1867, in getting enough together 
to open a restaurant. This restaurant proved a popular one 
from the very start, and three years later he found himself 
possessed of enough to warrant him in opem'ng a small hotel. 
The hotel became as much of a favorite as had the restaurant, 
and as his means increased he enlarged his business, rising 
step by step until he is now one of the wealthy citizens of 
Memphis. Although he is still the proprietor of the Gaston 
hotel, he has retired from active business, having reached an 
age where the comforts of his beautiful home in the suburbs 
apf)eal to him more ami more. There are few homes in Mem- 
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phis that rival it in d^iance and appointments. Mr. Gaston 
is still a vigorous and active man, and apparently has years 
of usefulness before him. He has been one of the foremost 
citizens of Memjrfiis in many ways. Charitable to a fault, his 
purse is ever open to the needs of others or to aid in making 
improvements. Within the past two years he has donated to 
Memphis a handsome site for a i)u1)lic park, whicli is to he 
one of the most attractive of the city's park system, and which 
\\\\\ l)car his name. Mr. Gastnn was married to Mrs. JuUa 
T. .Meier, and two children have been born lo them: Annie 
and John Patrick, the latter of whom is dead. The wife died 
in 1881, and he has since married again. He has made, dur- 
ing his residence in Memphis, a character for energy and 
steadfastness of purpose that is enviable in the highest degree, 
and is noted for shrewdness and tact in ]>usiness. What he 
possesses has come to him throu<rh WMik .m l carcftdness. He 
owes nothing to specuhition or hwk. 11c fully deserves the 
respect of his neighl)- >rs. which is frcelv acc'irdecL as well as 
the respect of all who knf>w him. Mr. (Jaston is a direct<jr 
in the State Savings bank, is a member of the Episct-)pal 
church and belongs to the Business Men's club and the In- 
dustrial league. 

HARRY E. COFFIN, of J. H. Coffin & Co.. dealers in oils 
and mill supplies, Memphis, Tenn., was horn in Cincinnati, 
O., in 1852. He attended the public schools of that city until 
t86o. when his father, Josej)!! H. Cottin. removed to Mem- 
j)his. where he est.iblished the present tirni of J. II. C^offin 
& Co., Harry E. l)ecomini.j i>ne of the firm and remainin.u^ in 
the business to the present time. There is no better-known 
business house in Memphis. It has been prosperous from the 
beginning, and its thirty-five years of existence have given it 
an enviable standing throughout the entire South. For many 
years the firm lias occupietl its own building, 25x120 feet, four 
stories high, with a goo<J basement, at 228 Front street. In 
addition to this building, the firm owns a large warehouse 
on the Louisville & Xashville railroad tracks. Tt handles 
all grades of oils, conlage, wrought iron, steam and gas pipe, 
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pipe fittings, valves, pulleys and mill supplies in general. In 
the warehouse are large tanks for storing oil. The firm carries 
the largest stock of goods in its line of any house in the South, 
and its business is increasing in volume every year. A great 
deal of this increase is due to the efforts of H. E. Coffin, 
who is one of the most prominent and popular business men 
of the city. He is a prominent member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, having attained to the thirty-third degree and \ye\ug a 
Noble of the Mystic Shrine. For five years he was potentate 
of Alchymia shrine, at Memphis. He belongs to the Ten- 
nessee, Chickasaw. Jockey, Country and Trotting clubs. Of 
him, Maj. H. C. Warinner, one of the most prominent at- 
torneys of the state, has this to say: "He is a man of fine 
business qualifications and i>ersonal integrity; a man of excep- 
tionally fine character, honorable and sociable, and straight 
in every way ; a devoted son to his aged father and a model 
in his domestic relations." 

WILLIAM H. RUSSE, president 
of the Ilardwootl Company, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn.. and also of the National 
Lumljer E.xiwrters' ass(K"iation, was 
born in Indianaixilis, Ind., in 1855. 
He attended the public schools of that 
city, and Northwestern Cliristian 
(now Butler) university. In 1889 he 
went into the luml)er business in In- 
dianapolis, meeting with such success 
as to encourage him in the thought of 
branching out. and two years later he 
opened a branch at Cairo, 111. In 1893 he closed the parent 
business at Indianapolis and in 1898 went to Memphis. The 
following year he dispo.sed of the Cairo branch, and at the 
present time conducts a large business in Memphis and a branch 
in New Orleans. Since 1894 the firm has been Russe & Bur- 
gess, being composed of W. H. Russe and George D. Bur- 
gess, both practical lumbermen, both brimful of energy, and 
both possessing superb business qualifications. Such a combina- 




200 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



tion is Ixnind to succeed, and when it is further taken into 
consideration that Ixjth are comparatively young men, brought 
up to the business, their great achievements in a few short 
years are not at all surprising. Mr. Russe is a thirty-second 
degree Mason and Noble of the Mystic Shrine, a Knight of 
Pythias, a live and lively meml)er of the Concatenated (Jrder 
of I loo H(K)S. and affiliates with the Lutheran church. 



hnally went on the road. In 1889 he went to Memphis, as the 
representative of Cudahy Bros. & Co.. p<jrk packers. His 
excellent success in business led him to branch out for himself, 
and in 1893 he formed the wholesale tirm of wliich he is the 
head, and of which he has made a great success. The busi- 
ness was incorporated in 1904. From its mo<Iest begiiuiing 
the company has forged ahead until n<nv it is one of the lead- 
ing factors in the commercial life of Memphis. It has lately 
taken possession of a large building, is increasing its already 
extensive business and enlarging its field with unprecedented 
rapi<lity. It has the s«^lc agency for Cu<lahy products, and 
is in the first rank as a distributer of picke<l meats. W. C. 
Early & Co. are also exclusive distributers, in the Memphis 
district, for the Southern Illinois Milling and Elevator Com- 
pany's flour, and carry the highest grade of fancy gnx'eries 
in the market. Tliis fact is always kept prominently l)efore 
the dealers in their territory, and is an evidence of the pro- 
gressive character of the house. Rack of all this mav be 




W. C. EAKLY, head of the firm of 
W. C. Early & Co., wholesale grocers, 
of Memphis, Teini.. was Ix^rn in Char- 
lottesville, Va., in 1864, and passed 
his early years there, graduating from 
the Academic <lepartment of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia in 1884. He fol- 
lowed clerking for a time in the em- 
ploy of J. A. Early & Sons, general 
merchandise dealers, at Dilesville. 
Va., later going to Richmond, where 
he was a salesman for some time, and 
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detected the wide-awake and up-to-date spirit of the man 
who is at the head of the company. That he is fairly repre- 
sentative of the spirit of the age is proved by what has been 
accomphshed in but a httle more than twelve years. Mr. Early 
is a director of the Merchants' exchange, and he belongs to 
the Second Presbyterian church, of which he is a deacon. 

W. F. CLEARY, a well-known 
hotel man of Memphis. Tenn., and a 
ineinl)er of tiie finn of Gaston & Co., 
proprietors of the Hotel Gaston, in 
that city, was lj<jrn in Boston, Mass.. in 
1856. He was reare<l and educate<l in 
(hat city, and in 1876 went to Cincin- 
nati. Ohio, as a night clerk at the Gi1> 
son house. Later he was employed at 
the Hotel Emery and the Burnett and 
Palace hotels, in that city, acting as 
general steward in the last-named. In 
1886 he went to Huntsville. Ala., and opened the Huntsville 
hotel. A year later he came to Memphis, where he entered 
the service of the Gayoso hotel, being placed in charge of the 
dining-room, and in 1889 he l>ecame associated with John 
Gaston, of the Gaston hotel. The .same year he acquired an 
interest in the business, and has since remained with it, a 
popular 1)oniface and a successful business man. Mr. Cleary 
is a bachelor, with a host of friends in Memphis, and is a 
social favorite. He is a meml:)er of the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, of the Business Men's club, the Mer- 
chants' exchange, etc., an<l affiliates with the Catholic church. 

JOHN J. COLLINS, funeral director, of Memphis. Tenn.. 
is the proprietor of one of the largest undertaking establish- 
ments in that city. He is a "home pnxluct," having been 
bom in Memphis, in 1872. He received his primary' educa- 
tion in the public schools of the city and supplemented it with 
a course at the Christian Brothers' college. At the comple- 
tion of his education, he entered the employ of Fly & Hob- 
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son, wholesale j^nxers, with whom he remained eleven years. 
He afterward became secretary of the Memphis tire depart- 
ment, and filled that position for two years. In i8<X> 1'^ went 
into his present line of business, succeeding his father-in-law, 
and has made a success. Mr. Collins is of the Demrxratic 
faith in his |K»litical opinions and takes a lively interest in the 
success of that party. No campaign is complete without his 
aid. He is a popular memlier of the Benevolent and Protect- 
ive Order of Elks, and finds time to enter into the delibera- 
tions and social entertainments of that l)o<ly. Mr. Collins be- 
longs to the Catholic church and is a liberal supporter of its 
various worthy charities. 



places in Illinois. an<l the junior Graves gained his primary 
education at the several points where the family chanced to 
be located. He later entered the Illinois Wesleyan university, 
at Bloomington, III., from which he graduated in 1871 with 
the degree of B. A., and in 1874 received the degree of M. A. 
Previous to this he attended the Wesleyan university, at Mid- 
dletown. Conn., for a ye;ir. .After leaving college, Mr. Graves 
held the chair of ancictu languages at the Upjwr Iowa uni- 
versity, at Fayette, for two years. He was for a year pro 
tern, professor of English literature at his alma mater, study- 
ing law in the meantime. In 1875 he went to Indianapolis. 
Ind.. and practiced law until 1880, when he went to St. Paul 
in connection with the business of the Mitldlesex Banking 




WILLIAM F. GRAVES, western 
manager of the Middlesex Banking 
Company, and also president of the 
Giraves & Vinton Cotton Company, of 
Memphis. Teiui., was born in Bristol, 
Vt., in February, 1850. In 1858 he 
accompanied his parents to Victoria, 
111., his fatlier, William P. Graves, 
being a minister of the Methodist 
Epi.scopal church, which occupation 
called him to different parts of the 
countrv. The familv lived in various 
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Company, with which company he is still associated. The 
Memphis branch of the company was started in 1890, an<l the 
company also has branches at Dallas, Tex., Denver, Colo., and 
Salt Lake City, Utah. The Graves & Vinton Cotton Com- 
pany was formed in 1894 and is one of the thriving firms 
of cotton factors in Memphis. Mr. Graves is a memljer and 
one of the trustees of the People's church (Independent), of 
St. Paul, Minn. 

A. B.. CARRUTHERS, president 
of the Carruthers Sluje Company, of 
Memphis, Tenn., was born in that 
city in 1862. He attended the public 
schools there until thirteen years old. 
when he entered the employ of the 
I-owenstein Wholesale Dry-Gtxxls 
Company, as cash l)o\, and soon after 
changed his vocation by Ijecomiii^ 
office boy for Katzenberger Bros., 
brokers and bankers, with whom he 
remained several years. He then took 
a place with Meacham & Co., wholesale grocers and cotton 
factors. W hen but nineteen years old, he went to Tipton 
county, Tenn., and, in company with a partner, opened a 
small general store, the combined capital amounting to Si, 000. 
At the end of eight months young Carruthers bought out his 
partner, and conducted the business for eighteen months alone. 
He then sold out and went to Qarksdale. Miss., where, with 
a capital of $3,000. he opened a general store. He remaine<l 
there five years, when he had the misfortune to lose an $18,000 
stock of goods by fire. He then went to Memphis and helped 
organize the Carnithers Shoe Company, a wholesale concern, 
of which he was made treasurer. This firm continued until 
1893. ^vhen it was succeeded by Johnson. Carruthers & Rand. 
In 1898 it again l)ecame the Carruthers Shoe Company. Mr. 
Carruthers was president of the Memphis Credit association 
for two years, in 1902-03; is a director in the Germania 
Bank and Trust Company. In 1902 he was elected a memljer 
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of the city council by that body, and was re-elected by the 
people Jan. 7, 1904, making a half-day canvass in all. He 
belono^s to no secret order. l)nt is a member of the Second Pres- 
I \ tcriari church. His company has a shoe factory in Metn- 
phis. 

DANIEL SHEA, proprietor and manager of the Dan 
Shea Boiler Works, of Memphis, Tenn., vras bom in that 
city in 1858. After attending the schools of his native dty 
he entered St. Vincent's college, at Cape Girardeau, Mo., and 

completed his studies in 1873. He then went into P«fler 
I-^iwless" boiler factory, in Memi)his. where he learned the trade 
fr. >ni Ix't^inm'njT to end. and worked ft^r Mr. Lawless until 
taken into the firm in 1.S83. At that time the firm h'uk the 
name of iVter Lawless & Co.. under wliicli it continued lor 
two years, when Mr. Shea retired and formed a partnership 
with Shane McCarthy, as Shea & McCarthy. lx>iler njanu- 
facturers. This firm con<lucted a successful business for four 
or fivei,,^rs, when Mr. McOtrthy <lropped out and Mr. Shea 
formed a-, partnership with R. £. Lee under the name of Dan 
Shea & Co., this lasting until 1889. Mr. Shea then sold his 
interest to Mr. Lee. and opened a factory of his own. His 
works are provided with the most modem machinery for the 
manufacture of l)oilers and plate-iron work of every descrip- 
tion, and he has reccnily l>een comi)e]]ed to increase his capacity 
for production. He has been very succe<-ful in the thirty 
years of his business career, and has fcHuid it possible to 
enter into other lines for the proper investment of his earnings. 
He is a director in the North Memphis Savings Bank and 
Trust Company and a member of the Catholic church. 

L SAMF.LSOX. of the firm of T. Samelson & Co., whole- 
sale and retail dealer* in cigars and tobaccos, ^vas 1x>rn in St. 
Juris, Mo., in In \S>C)T^ his parents removed to ^^em- 

phi>. Tenn.. and there he g^rew ♦<> manliood. Until fourteen 
years of age he attended the public school-;, and then entered 
the employ of Menkin Bros., dealers in dry-goods, as assistant 
bookkeeper. A little later he seaired a position in S. Cole- 
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man's cigar store, and was there six years. He tlien entered 
the service of Sternl)erg & Lee. wholesale cigars and tohaccos. 
as a travehng salesman, and for four years covered the terri- 
tory composed of the States of Tennessee and Mississippi. 
At the end of tliat time he ojKned a retail cigar business in 
Memphis, and a year later connnenced wliolesaUng in a modest 
scale. His business has grown rapidiy in the twenty years, 
and he now occupies a large store on the east side of Main 
street. opix)site the Peabixly hotel, having added to his space 
year by year. He employs a half-dozen salesmen on the 
road, and his gcKnls are known well and favorably over a large 
territory, particularly in Teiuiessee, Alabama. Mississippi. Ar- 
kansas. Texas. Missouri and Oklahoma. The firm is one of 
the heaviest importers of clear Havana cigars in the country, 
receiving all its gtKxls of this class direct from Havana. A 
numl)er of branch retail stands are conducted in Memphis. In 
addition to his large and growing cigar and tobacco business. 
Mr. Samelson is in the railroad ticket brokerage business, hav- 
ing the oldest established office in the city as well as in the 
South. Mr. Samelson is a director in the Manhattan Savings 
bank, and l>elongs to the Memphis club. 

ARTHUR SITES, senior partner 
of the firm of .\. Sites & Co., propri- 
etors of the Fulton market, Memphis. 
Tenn., was born at Goverport. Ky., 
in 1861. At the age of nine yeais he 
went to Owensboro, Ky., where he 
lived until he attained his majority, 
receiving his education in that place. 
His father died when he was nine 
years old, and at the age of twelve he 
went into a meat market, in Owens- 
l)oro. to I^arn the busitiess. He 
worked at this occupation in Owcnslx)ro until 1882, when he 
went to Memphis anfl worked for five years. He then bought 
out his employer, and conductetl a nwdest business at first, 
iticreasing his trade year by year, until todiy the Fulton nnr- 
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ket is one of tlic best known concerns of its kind in the city. 
Particular attention has always been given to the quality of 
goods and to the demands of patrons, by which means the 
market has acquired a reputation for honest and pn^gressive 
methods. A very complete storage plant enables the firm to 
carry the most extensive line of meats in the city, and it buys 
in all markets, from the Gulf to the Great Lakes, and from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. In 1892 the firm purchased and 
took possession of its present quarters, and tiow has one of 
the best-e(|uipped places of business in Memphis. He is a 
thorough business man, and gives no attention to politics 
further than to keep informed and intelligently discharge his 
duties as a citizen. With much to occupy his time, Mr. Sites 
finds time to occasionally indulge in the sports of field and 
stream, being an enthusiastic sportsman along these lines. 

ROBERT LEEDY MATTHEWS, 
founder of the real estate and insur- 
ance firm of R. L. Matthews & Co., 
of Memphis, Tenn., was b<irn in that 
city, but nuich of his earlier life was 
spent in Mississippi, where his prelim- 
inary education was acquired. He 
went to Poughkeepsie, N. Y.. where 
lie attended Eastman college, gradu- 
ating with honors, after which he 
returtied to Memphis, and at the age 
of eighteen years secured a position 
with Farrington. Stewart & White, then proprietors of the 
Gayoso Hotel Company. He remained with that company in 
a responsible position for three years, resigning in 1890 to ac- 
cept the place of teller of the Manhatt;m Savings Bank and 
Trust ('om[)aiiy. :\t that time he was but twenty-one years 
old, and the youngest man in Memphis to hold so resjKMisible 
a position. In 1894 he left the bank to engage in business 
for himself, as a metulx^r of the firm of Farnsworth & Matthews, 
private bankers and insurance underwriters. The firm did a 
profitable business, but sold out in 1898 to engage in manu- 
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facturing- lines in the East. Mr. Matthews retumed to Mem- 
phis, in 1900, and estabhshed the present firm, which has 
met with success beyond his expectations. He has negotiated 
some of the largest real estate and financial deals recently made 
in Memphis, and is looked upon as one of the ablest and most 
reliable financiers of the city. The ordinary sales for a week 
have run to $75,000. The business comprises real estate sales, 
rentals, loans and fire insurance, some of the largest com- 
panies in the world being represented in this agency. The 
firm takes charge of property for non-resident owners and looks 
after the interests of many outsiders. All of the business 
passes under Mr. Matthews' direct supervision, and is g-iven 
close attention. In this work he has demonstrated that he is 
possessed of ability of a high order. He is a member of the 
Industrial league. Business Men's, Chickasaw and Country 
clubs, and a number of other business, social and fraternal 
organizations. 

GEORGE R. JAMES, president of 
the James & Graham W agon Com- 
pany, of Memphis. Tenn.. was born in 
that city in 1866, and passed pretty 
much all his life there, receiving his 
education in the public schools. At 
the age of sixteen years he left school 
to commence work in the blacksmith 
shop of James & (iraham. the senior 
member of the firm being his father. 
After working three years in the 
shops, he went on the road for the 
firm, traveled two years, and then entered the office as secre- 
tary. He continued in this position until 1898, when he be- 
came president of the company, which office he still holils. His 
father. Henry James. w1k> died in 1886, was a native of Bristol, 
England. In addition to his interests in the waggon company. 
Mr. James is a director in the Germania Savings Rank and 
Trust Company, of Memphis. He served in the city rounci! 
in 1892. and in 1902-03 he was president of the National 
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Wagnn Makers" assiKiation. He is a thirty-second (legfec 
Masim, a Knight Templar aii<l a Xoble of the Mystic Shrine, 
and a metnber of the Tennessee, Jockey and Driving cluljs. 

ROBERT W. HARRIS, vice-president of the Delta Cot- 
ton Company, of Memphis, Tenn., was bora in that city in 
1857, attended the public schools there, and completed his 
education at the University of the South, at Sewanee, Tenn.. 
in 1874. Upon leaving college, he entered tlie employ of 
Day & Prouiltit. cotton factors, of Memphis, as a seller, and 
remained with tliem until 1879. when ^e t(X>k charge of the 
cotton n:K)ms conducted by Porter & Macrae. He continued 
with this firm until 1891. when he and A. S. Caluwell or- 
ganized the Delta Cotton Company, of which Mr. Harris was 
made vice-president Mr. Harris is also vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the Rosedale Compress Company, of Rosedale, 
Miss. He occupies a higti position as a business man, in Mem- 
phis, and is very popular, his personality being the kind that 
gains and retains friends. He is a Master Mason, a member 
of the Tennessee, New York, Chickasaw and Driving dubs, as 
well as otiier similar Of^nizations; and belongs to the Epis- 
copil church. 

J. WATKIXS CLAPP. treasurer of the Consohdatcd das 
and Klectric Company, of Memphis, Tenn.. was born at Holly 
Springs. Miss., June 12, 1852. He is a son of Judge Jeremiah 
Watktns Gapp. who was bora in Abingdon, Va., Sept. 24, 
1 8 14. his parents being Dr. E. B. and Mrs. Elizabeth Qapp, the 
former a physician and surgeon of skill and reputation, and 
the latter a lady of marked |)iety anrl culture, the daugliter of 
Capt. Robert Craig, of Scotch-Irish nativity, and one of the 
pioneer settlers of So^itlnvesteni \'irginia. In his bn'hiKxI. 
Judge t Iap|) rerci\e<l the Ix'st hx'a! common school and academic 
educatio!! olttainable, aiul ac(|uired a practical knowledge of 
farming and of the use of tools and machinery upon the farm 
and in the manufacturing establishments owned by his father. 
He entered the junior class at Hampden-Sidney college, Vir- 
ginia, in 1834, and graduated with hinor in 1836. >Ie followed 
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Icachinn^ for a time and met with such success that lie was offered 
the principalsliip of the Abinjjfdon academy, but declined 
the offer to engage in the study of law. He was admitted 
to the bar in i.SjS. removed to Holly Springs in 1841, that 
place being at the time one of the most prosperous and at- 
tractive inland towns of the South, and there formed a partner- 
ship with one of the foremost attorn^ of the state. His 
practice was successful and profitable until the breakini^ out of 
the war. In 1861 he was commissioned to canvass in aid of 
what was known as the "Gonfederate Loan," and in the fall 
of that year was elected a member of the Confederate Con- 
gress. At the close of his two-year term he was appointed 
to take charge >*\ the cotton owned by the Confederate govern- 
ment in Mississippi and Alabama, and assuuicd control of 
immense quantities of that staple. After the war closed he 
was requested by the Federal government to continue his super- 
vision, but declined. At'the commencement of the war he 
was possessed of sufficient means to care for his family, but 
at the dose of hostilities his accumulations had vanished. 
He removed to Memphis, resumed his profession and soon 
found himself in the enjoyment of a lucrative practice. In 
politics he was a Whig until the disorganization of that party, 
when he became a memlx-r ot the Democratic party, and has 
represented his constituency in the legislature as well as in 
the Confederate Congress. For fifteen years he was a trus- 
tee of Ae Mississippi State university; was presidential elector 
in i860 on the Breckenridge and Lane ticket; was placed on 
the electoral ticket in Tennessee in 1876 for the Titden and 
Hendricks ticket; and in 1878 was elected to the state senate 
when absent from home and without his knowledge. He took 
an active part in the regeneration of Memphis, during the tax- 
ing period of its history. He is a meml>er and eider of the 
Second Presbyterian church. He is now retired frf^m the ac- 
tive conduct of business afTairs, as well as from |)ublic lite. 
He was married to Evalina D., daughter of Col. P. \V. Lucas, 
of Holly Springs. May 11, 1843. One of his sons, W. L. 
Oapp, was speaker of tiie house of representatives in the forty- 
fifth general assembly of Tennessee. J. Wadcins Gapp, the sub- 
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ject of this sketch, received his early education at Holly 
Springs, and at the age of thirteen years aooompanied his 
parents to Memphis, where he continued in school until seven- 
teen years of age, when he entered the employ of a hardware 

house, with which he remained for a year. He then went to 
Osceola, Ark., where he took charge of the office of a large 
general store doing a business of $ioo,f>oo annually, and re- 
mained there ff>r hve years. He declined a partnership in that 
concern, on account of poor health, and returned to Memphis. 
For a year he traveled for Ferguson iiampson, cotton 
factors, and took charge of the office of tiie well-known cot- 
ton firm of J. F. Dowdy & Co. Soon after this the yellow 
fever broke out, and he left with the Chickasaw Guards on a 
tour of the country, being absent about four months and re- 
turning to Memphis in N' veml)er. 187^. He then formed a 
partnership with Gen. A. K. Taylor, and this association con- 
tinuofl until 1888. Mr. Clapp then retired from tlie tirm, and 
for the next ten years was t'nL;aL,''fd in lumber business. In 
1898 he became secretary and treasurer of the Memphis Light 
and Power Company. When this company was reorganiied. 
in 1902, as the Consolidated Gas and Electric Company, he was 
retained in this position, a fitting recc^ttton of his ability and 
fidelity. Mr. Clapp is a Royal Arch Mason and a member of 
the Presbyterian church, in which he holds the office of elder. 

ROBERT M. BCCK, real estate agent, at Memphis, Tenn., 
was Itorn in Lexington. Mis*^ , Dec. 6. 1861. In 1863 his 
father, Dr. E. H. Buck, removetl to Quincy, Tenn., where 
he remained until 1872, when he returned to Lexington. 
Robert attended the public schools and Oxford college. Miss., 
from which he graduated in 1884 with the dc^^rce of Ph.D. 
He then went to Birmingham, Ala., where he remained eight 
years, in the practice of law and m the abstract business. In 1897 
he settled in Memphis, where he continued in the abstract 
line, and in 1901 assisted w the organization of the Bluff 
City Abstract Company, of which he was made president. 
He disposed of his interests in 1903, and since then has en- 
gaged in real estate exclusively. Mr. Buck is a director in 
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the Security Finance and Realty Company; belongs to the 
Chi Psi fraternity, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

ZENO T. HARRIS, engaged in 
life, accident and plate-glass insurance, 
Memphis, Tenn., was bom in Athens, 
Ala., July 13, 1851. The following 
year his parents moved to Memphis, 
Tenn., where three years later his 
father. Dr. Zeno T. Harris, and his 
brother, William Harris, died of yel- 
low fever. His mother was stricken 
with the same disease, and remained 
an invalid for life, dying in 1875. 
Doctor Harris had purchased a plan- 
tation near Memphis, and on this place the mother lived with 
her remaining child during the Civil war, conducting the affairs 
of business and supervising the farm. From her instructions 
Zeno T., the son. gained much of his early education, and 
assisted, though but a child, in raising corn and cotton, which 
formed the principal crops. In 1865 he went to .\lal>ama, 
where he completed his education. After returning to Mem- 
phis. Tenn., he was appointed constable of Shelby county, in 
1870. He served as deputy tax collector of privileges of the 
county, from the years 1871 to 1874, inclusive, and following 
this, he was deputy sheriff for several years. During the year 
1 881 he was associated with Day & Proudfit, cotton factors, 
and in 1882 represented the Memphis Cotton-Seed association 
as purchasing agent. He then became connected with J. S. 
Day & Son, cotton factors, and remained with them for a 
year, after which he became representative in Arkansas for 
Porter & Macrae, wholesale grocers and cotton factors, and 
remained with them two years. He was then appointed super- 
intendent of the advertising and circulation departments of 
the Memphis Appeal, and continued in that position for about 
five years. In 1892. he was elected president and business 
manager of the Public Company, publishing an evening paper, 




212 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



and acted in that capacity until 1893. ^" ^^^^ year he en- 
gaged in insurance, in which he still continues, and in Nvhich 
he has built up a large patronage. Mr. Harris belongs to 
no secret order or religious organization, but he affiliates 
with the Methodist Episcopal church. 



of eighteen he entered a real estate office in Memphis, and in 
1895 went into that line of business for himself. He has con- 
tinued to handle real estate, and his e.xpericncc in earlier years 
gives him a reliable knowle<lge of values, especially as regards 
Memphis property. His ojienitions in this line have been large, 
he having built up whole ncighborhofxls in the eastern and 
nortliern parts of the city until his real estate business has grown 
to be one of the largest in the South. Mr. Bickford is president 
of the Southern Improvement Company, a large construction 
company, and is a director in the North Memphis Savings bank. 
He belongs to the Episco|>al church. Business Men's, the Ten- 
nessee and Giickasaw clubs, and the Memphis Trotting Park 
association. He is not interested in politics, in a factional way 
(except as it bears on the interests of Memphis, when he takes 
a lively interest in it). He prefers giving his time to his business 
and to matters which hold more interest for one ni his tem- 
perament. Mr. Bickford fituls some of his chief pleasure in litera- 
ture, and is the author of some compositions of merit. Although 
inheriting a considerable fortune, he has maintained the mental 
poise characteristic of his progenitors, enters into the affairs of 




WILLIAM A. BICKFORD, real 
estate agent, Memphis, Teim.. was 
born in Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 11, 
1874. In 1878 his parents removed 
to St. Louis. Mo., where they lived 
four years, and then hxated in Mem- 
phis. Three years later they went to 
Denver, but William A., the son. re- 
turned to Memphis in 1890 and has 
since made that city his home. His 
education was obtained In the schools 
of Memphis and Denver. At the age 



NOTABLE MEN Of TENNESSEE 



213 



life in an unaffected manner, and conducts his business along 
lines as steady and conservative as many a man of more mature 
years and broader experience, thus winning the entire confidence 
of his patrons, the esteem of liis asstKiates and the respect of his 
competitors. 

WILLIAM H. WOOD, agency 
director of the New York Life Insur- 
ance Company in the Memphis dis- 
trict, grew up in the business and lias 
made a success of it through inherent 
ability and the knowledge gained from 
passing most of his life in an insur- 
ance office. He was born in Glaston- 
bury. Conn.. May 27, 1869, and lived 
there until he was twelve years old, 
when he accompanied his people *to 
St. Paul, Minn. Soon after that, he 
commenced as a bread-winner in the cajxicity of office l>oy. and 
after a short time in other offices he secured a iK)sition in the 
St. Paul office of the New York Life. He continued with the 
company, and, as he showed an aptitude for business, was 
advanced from time to time until 1893, when the company sent 
him to Memphis as cashier of the Memphis office. In 1897 he 
was made assistant agency director, anti two years later was 
advanced to the ix>sition he now holds. Mr. Wood is unusually 
well qualified, and is looked upt>n as one of the brightest insur- 
ance men in the South. It is predicted for him that he will rise 
much higher in his business, and. unless the unforeseen prevents, 
the prediction is almost certain to l)c rcalizcil. He is a genial 
gentleman, of pleasant address, is a thirty-second degree Mason 
i'.nd a memljer of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

GEORGE \\'. JENKINS, manager of the Armour Packing 
Company, at Memphis. Tenn., was bom in Devonshire, Eng- 
land, in 1850. He received his education there, and in 1869 
went to Australia, where he entered the employ of a meat com- 
pany, at Melbourne, and remained in that position until 1875, 
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when he came to America. He remained in New York for a year 
or two and then went to Chicago, where he remained for four 
years. His apf^renticeship in the meat business with the Mel- 
bourne Meat Preserving Company had qualified him for almost 
any position in that line^ and in 1883 he went to Memphis, 
Tenn., where he became a partner in and manager of the Goyer 
Cold Storage Company, and also in the wholesale grocery busi- 
ness of the Goyer Company. IJi"^ wide experience and knowl- 
edge gained throiigh a thorough study of tlie packing business 
in England, Australia and America, coupled with native ability 
and keen financial instinct, aided greatly in the development of 
the company's business, and it- soon ranked with the most promi- 
nent concerns of the kind in the South, extending its trade in 
every direcftion. In 1900 Mr. Jenkins sold his interests in the 
company, assumed the management of the Armour Company's 
business at Memphis, and has continued with that company to 
tht present time. Mr. Jenkins is a director in the Matirv Roll- 
ings Company, large dealers in nn>l.is>rs, and in the American 
Savings bank. In Masonry, he l>eloiigs to the Knights Tem- 
plars and the Mystic Shrine. He also l)elongs to the P.enevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks and is a member of the Epis- 
copal church. 

FRANK B. HUNTER, lire insurance agent, of Memphis. 
Tenn., was born at Vandalia, III., Feb. 24, 1862. Five years 
later his parents became residents of Memphis, and the son grew 
up there, gaining a primary education in the public schools. He 
left srhrtnl at an early age, and at eighteen was Ixxykkccpcr for 
the AnnslriJiig I'^irnitnre ("ompany. After remaining alxmt 
three years in this |>)>;tiriii. he eiitert-d the office of the Planters' 
Insurance Company, where he remained until Decemljer, 19CX3. 
a period of seventeen years, the last thirteen of which he served 
as secretary. He resigned his position with this company to 
open a fire insurance office for himself, and his venture has been 
sua:es$ful. He has a fine suite of offices in the Porter building, 
and his agency includes the .l^tna, Orient. Springfield and Penn- 
sylvania Fire Insurance Companies, with an aggregate of 
$25,000,000 in a.ssets. Mr. Hunter is a director in the Chicka- 
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saw Savings bank and in the Cochran Lumber Company. For a 
number of years he was a member of the Memphis board of 
education. He is a thirty-second degree Mason, an Odd Fellow, 
a Knight of Pythias, and an Elk. In religious matters, he 
affiliates with the Methodist EpiscDpa! Qiurch Soiith, and in 
politics he is a stanch Democrat. father, VVilHam Hunter, 

was born in County Cork. Ireland, in i^^i j, and came to 
America in 1823. He was a Heutcnant in an Indiana regiment 
in the Mexican war and in the Civil war was lieutenant-colonel 
of the Thirty-secontl Illinois infantry, under Col. John A. Logan. 
In 1867 he removed to Memphis, where he practiced law and 
also occuined for a time the position of judge of the criminal 
court of Shelby county. He died at Memphis in November, 
1869. 

FINLEY W. FAXON, real estate agent and dealer, Mem- 
phis, Tenn.. was born in Qarksville, Tciin . Sept. 12, 1874. In 
1876 hi*^ parents removed to Faxoti, Tcnn.. and remained there 
for twelve years, where the sim attended scliool. In 1888 the 
family removed to Memphis, and during the two succeeding 
years Finley VV. attended school in Washington, D. C, where 
his father, Gen. B. Faxon, was engaged in the treasury depart- 
ment. In 1891 the son returned to Memphis, and entered the 
employ of Allen & Finley, real estate dealers, and remained with 
them one year. He then took a posttbn with the Galloway 
Coal Company, which he held for seven years. In 1898, when it 
became apparent that there would l)e war with Spain, he enlisted 
as a private in C^nnpanv E. Second Tennessee volunteer in- 
fantry, and ser^'ed niml iH-hruary, 1899. He was mustered out 
at Columbia, S. C.. as sergeant-major. His regiment was 
among those that looked across the waters with longing eyes, 
but did not find an opportunity to leave the United States. 
After being discharged from the army, Mr. Faxon returned to 
Memphis, and entered the office of G. H. Glasscodc, real estate 
ageatt where he remained until 1902. when he became a member 
of the real estate firm of Lamb & Faxon. In iijn;^ ^^r. Eamb 
disposed of his interests and the firm became F. \V. Finley & 
Co. Mr. Faxon is a director and secretary and treasurer of the 
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Memphis Real Elstate Investment Comi)any; a memljer of the 
Business Men's chjb and the Industrial league; captain-adjutant 
of the Second Tennessee volunteer regiment : and belongs to the 
Episcopal church. 

DOMRNICO CAXALE, heiid of 
the wholesale fruit firm of D. Canale 
& Co., of Memphis, Tenn., was born 
in sunny Italy. Jan. i6. 1843. San 
I Metro de Rovereto. a small village on 
the coast of the Mediterranean sea, 
some twenty miles east of Genoa. In 
February. 1859. when but sixteen 
years old. he started for the New 
World in a sailing vessel, landed in 
Xew Orleans after a voyage of sixty- 
five days, took steamer for Mem- 
phis, and arrived there on the first of May. being warmly wel- 
comeil by his uncles, the V'accaros. From them he secured 
immediate employment and a good home. F()r ten years he 
worked for wages, saved his money, and in 1869 found himself 
possessed of enough money to engage in the fruit business in a 
m<Mlest way on his own accoimt. He has remained in that line 
for thirty-five years, and today stands at the head of the fruit 
business of Mcini)his. and, i>crhaps, of the South. He imports 
fruit from all parts of the world, and does an immense business 
throughout all the Southern states. Mr. C anale belongs to the 
Business Men's club, the Merchants' exchange, the Industrial 
league; and is a meml»er of the Catholic church. He was mar- 
ried, in to Miss Catherine Solari. a young lady of Italian 
parentage from the same district in Italy. Mr. and Mrs. Canale 
began life in a very modest way, both of one mind and ambition 
for advancement. They have ptirsued the policy of economy and 
good example, and have reared a family of eight children, five 
sons and three daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Canale have good cause 
to feel very proud of all their children and are justly looking 
forward to a i)leasant evening of life Ixxausc of the high respect 
and parental love constantly manifested by them. Four of the 
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sons are assf>ciated in business with their fatlier, and the fifth is 
yet a minor. They are sober, sensible young men, and he is 
prouder of having rightly reared eight cliildren than he is of his 
splendid success in business. Mr. Canale is what is rightly 
termed a self-made mati, and has won his position in the S(Kial 
and commercial life of Memphis by his industry, his native 
ability and the exercise of correct business ])riiiciples. 

EDWARD B. LeMASTEK. head 
of the real estate firm of the H. L. 
Guion Company, of Memphis, Tenn., 
was born on his father's farm in the 
twelfth civil district of Shelby county. 
Tenn., Dec. 3, 1859. His father, W. 
P. LeMaster, died five years later, 
leaving a widow, son and daughter. 
Edward B. lived on the farm until 
eighteen years of age, being taught at 
home by his mother. In Octol)er, 
1877, he went to Memphis, and en- 
tered the real estate oflice of H. L. Guion. He remained with 
Mr. Guion continuously (except for a short time during the 
yellow fever epidemic, when every business was demoralized and 
well nigh ruined), and in 1897 was taken into partnership. 
Upon the death of Mr. Guion, April 10, 1899, Mr. LeMaster 
found himself, by the c^mditions of Mr. Guion's will, the owner 
of the business and executor of the estate. He continued the 
business alone until July, 1902, when A. G. Jctt was admitted 
to partnership. Mr. LeMaster is also a director in the Mercan- 
tile bank. In January, 1902. he was electe<l to the City Council 
for a four years' term. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity, 
the Tennessee club, and the Presbyterian church, in which he is 
an elder. Mr. LeMaster was married, Oct. 20, .1887, to Miss 
Lulu Patterson, eldest daughter of Col. Josiah Patterson, and to 
this union have been lx)m six children. 
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CAPT. EDWARD W. B. NOWLAND, of Memphis, XeniL, 

vice-president and general manager of the Arkansas River 
Packet Company, was bom at Fort Sniitli, Ark.. Feb. 5, 1842. 
He was educated there and at Fayetteville, Ark., wliere he at- 
tended Graham college. Leaving school at the age of seventeen, 
he enj.;H^red as clerk on the river, and at the age of eighteen had 
risen to be a commander and pilot. In 1861 he enlisted in 
Lewis' company, Carroll's regiment, an Arkansas organization, 
with which he remained four months. He was then detailed to 
the river division, in the transportation d^rtment, and re- 
mained in that line of service until Little Rock was evacuated, 
when he was elected second lieutenant in Maj.-Gcn. James F. " 
Fagen's cavalry escort. He served in that body and on the 
general's staff until the close of the war. Captain X' )\slan(l was 
in all the principal engagements west of the river and in Price's 
last raid into Missouri and Kansas. He was slightly wounded 
at Pilot Knob. At the close of the war he went to Little Rock, 
and engaged in steamlx>Hting from that point until 1873, when 
he removed to Memphis. Since 1873 he has been superintend- 
ent of the Arkansas River Packet Company, and in 1902 was 
made vice-president and general manager. He is thoroughly 
well informed on all matters pertaining to river transportation, 
and has made it a successful business enterprise. Captain Now- 
land belongs to ito secret society, but is a member of the Epis- 
copal church. 

H. R. WYXNE. of Alsi'Mi & Wynne, cotton factors. Mem- 
phis, Tenn., is a native of Forest City. .\rk., where he was l»rn 
June 15, 1873. In 1885 his parents removed to Memphis, 
where he finished his education in the primi^ry branches, and 
tiien continued his studies at the Webb school, Bellbuckle, Tenn. 
Leaving school in 1890, . he returned to Memphis and became 
interested in a stove manufacturing concern known as the Wet- 
ter Manufacturing Company, incorporated, and in tqoo was 
made secretary. The plant was destroyed by fire arid the present 
firm of Alston iS: Wynne was formed, Mr Wvnnc i-^ a director 
in the American Savings Rank and I rust 1. unipanv. and in the 
Wetter Manufacturing Company, whose atYairs are now in proc- 
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ess of liquidation. I^e belongs to the Presbyterian church and 
to the Oiickasaw, the Business Men's and Driving clubs. He 
is a rising man in the cotton business, and is held in high regard 
by older business men. He is a son of Mr. J. VV. Wynne, of 
Memphis. 



severely wounded at Jonesboro, and was for two months in the 
hospital at Macon, after which he rejoined his c*immand in 
Tennessee and was in the engagements at Franklin and Nash- 
ville. He was detailed for duty in the commissary department 
for some time, and later visited home on furlough. He endeav- 
ored to rejoin the army, but could not reach it, and tinally went 
to Memphis, where he found employment as clerk in a store. 
Upon the conclusion of hostilities, he went to New York and 
for the next six years was engaged in selling gtxxis. He then 
returned to Memphis, and engaged in the wholesale clothing 
business, as one of the firm of Grubhs & Austin. A few years 
later this became Grubbs. Austin & Berry, and some time later 
J. A. Austin & Co. In 1896 the Austin Clothing Company was 
formed, and this remains the company name at the present time. 
Mr. Austin is a member of the E^iiscopal church. 

WILLIAM S.^ASHFORD, of the firm of W. S. Ashford & 
Co., of Memphis, was l)orn in that city, .\pril 4. 1859. and has 
passed his life there, except for brief periods of absence, when 
called away by duties as a steamlx>at man. He graduated from 




JOHN A. AUSTIN, wholesale 
dealer in clothing, Memphis, Tenn., 
was born in Haywood county of that 
state, in 1842. He made his home 
there until 1861, when he enlisted in 
Company D, Thirty-first Tennessee 
infantrj', as sergeant, was later made 
sergeant-major and finally adjutant. 
He was engaged at Shiloh, Belmont, 
Columbus, Perryville, Ky., Murfrees- 
boro or Stone River, Chickamauga, 
and from Dalton to Atlanta. He wa.s 
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the Memphis hijjh school in 1877, soon afterward l)ecame a 
steanil>oat clerk on the Mississippi river, and was thus engaged 
imtil 189J. He then engaged in the cotton business, which he 
has followed up to the present time. In 1899 the present firm 
was formed, and it has met with almost unvarying success, the 
members of the firm l^eing well up in the business, which is 
growing constantly. Mr. .\shford is a thor<»ugh business man. 
attends strictly to his affairs and is '"as straight as a die," as a 
friend puts it. He is a mcmljer (tf the Knights (»f Pythias, 
which is the only organization to which he Ijelongs. 



Tate county. Miss., in iSfx;. ajid made that his home for three 
years. In 1872 he went to .Memphis, and for thirteen years was 
connected with the firm of Furstenhcim & W ell ford, wholesale 
grocers. He then l>ecamc a partner in the wholesale grocery firm 
t)f M. C. Pearse & Co.. with which he continued for a numl)er of 
years, selling his interest in 1891 to IxxxMne assistant manager 
for the Memphis (Irocery Conn>;my. In 1894 he accepted his 
present position with the J. T. Fargason Company. One of the 
Memphis papers recently paid this tribute to his character and 
ability: "Mr. \\'oo<lson is recognized not alone in Memphis, 
but throughout the South, as a man of most brilliant attain- 
ments in his business, and a history of those men who have 
placed Memi>his on the high pedestal it now occupies in the 
commercial world would by no means Ite complete if his name 
did not stand high up toward the top of the list. He is a 




R. P. WOODSOX. manager of the 
grocery department of the J. T. Far- 
gason Company's great establishment 
at Memphis. Tenn.. was born at Red 
I'ank. Marshall county, Miss., in 
1853. His parents became residents 
of (iermantown, Tenn., when he was 
an infant, and his early life was 
passed in that place, receiving his pri- 
mary education in Germantown, and 
supplementing it witli advanced stud- 
ies at Coldwater. Mis.s. He went to 
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graduate of the Memphis Schcx^l of Commerce, and Memphis is 
proud of her pupil." Mr. WrxKlson is vice-president of the 
Memphi.s Wliolesale Grocers' assfKiation antl second vice-presi- 
dent of the Southern Wholesale Grocers' association. He is a 
Master Mason, and belongs to the Presbyterian church, in which 
he is an elder. He is characterized as a man of high moral 
ideals and stands high in the r^rd of all Memphis, particu- 
larly with the president of the company, J. T. Fargason, and 
this house congratulates itself on the possession of a man so 
well qualified for his position. 

EDWARD B. CARKOI.I,, («f t!ic rum of Wilkinson & Car- 
roll ("(>mpan\, cotton factorv. .Mcmpliis, Tcnn., i.s a native of 
that city, having been born there in 1854. In tlie city schools 
he acquired his education, and in his early manhood embarked in 
the cotton business, which has been his vocation through all the 
subsequent years. He is a son of the late William H. Carroll, 
and a grandson of William Carroll, the sixth and ninth gov- 
ernor of Teiuiessee. Mr. Carroll began his business career with 
tlie old-established firm of Stovart, Gwynne & Co.. cotton fac- 
tors and cnnmiission incrchants, as a cotton salcstnan. During 
ihv twenty-seven years he was assiK'iated with the tinn. he tilled 
almoht everv position from salesman to a partnership. In 1902 
he withdrew from his old associations to become a meml^er of 
the newly organized firm of Wilkinson & QirroU Company. 
The new company soon came to occupy a high plao6 in the Mem- 
phis cotton trade, owing to the thoroughly business qualifications 
of its founders. Mr. Carroll has been honored by his business 
associates by being twice elected to the presidency of the Mem- 
phis Cotton exchange. When the firm of Wilkinson & Carroll 
was organi/e<l a son of Mr. Carroll, William H. Carroll, Jr., 
became connected with the concern as a cotton buyer. The 
young man .sc»n develoi)ed the skill and ability that have marked 
his father's business career, and few men are l>etter known on 
the cotton marlwt than he. W. H. Carroll, Jr., was born in 
Memphis in 1876. After the rq^lar course in the city schools 
he learned tiie cotton business with his father, and now occupies 
the position of buyer, as already stated. Both father and son 
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arc men of tact, ability and sound business integrity. The son 
is a memljer of the Memphis Jockey ckib and belongs to Calvary 
Episcopal church. 

ENNIS M. DOUGLASS, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Paul & 
Douglass Company, printers and 
lx»okbinders, Memphis, Tenn., was 
born at Lucy, Tenn., Oct. 23, 1877, 
and lived there until 1889. He ob- 
tained his early education in the pub- 
lic schools of his native town, and in 
the year 1889 accompanied his par- 
ents to Memphis, where he completed 
his studies. At the age of seventeen 
he entered the employ of the Liver- 
more Foundry and Machine Company, in an office position, and 
remained there about four years. He then accepted a position 
with Kingan & Co., of Indianapolis. Ind., as city salesman for 
their Memphis agents, but after a few months' service with the 
above firm he was tendered the position of chief clerk in the 
county register's office by Hon. Robt. F. Malone, county regis- 
ter, for efiicieiit services rendered by Mr. Douglass as chairman 
of his campaign committee. Mr. Douglass has the distinction of 
lieing the youngest man that ever served Shelby county in the 
capacity of chief clerk in the above-mentioned office. He ser\'e<l 
the people most acceptably and efficiently throughout the full 
term of four years. In 1902 the firm of Paul & Douglass was 
organized and in 1903 it was incorporated, Mr. \V. C. Paul 
being made president and Mr. Douglass secretary and treasurer. 
Though organized a comparatively short time, the company has 
made a success of its business, and has attained a prominent 
place in Memphis commercial circles by its promptness and high 
character of its work. Mr. Douglass l)elongs to the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen ; is a member of the second Presby- 
terian church, the Business Men's club, Memphis Commercial 
association. Memphis Merchants' exchange and the Sons of 
Confederate V^eterans. 
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JOSEPH W. MARTIN, senior 
member of the firm of Martin, Phil- 
lips & Co., cotton factors, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., was born in that city, 
March 17, 1871. After attending the 
public schools of his native city he 
entered the University of Virginia, 
and graduated with honors in 1891. 
For several years after leaving college 
he was in charge of the grocery de- 
partment of Hill, Fontaine & Co. 
During this period his partner, William 
P. Phillips, was associated with the well-known firm of Brooks, 
Neely & Co.. as a cotton buyer, and later in charge of their 
cotton department. In the fall of 1900 the two young men 
organized the firm of Martin, Phillips & Co., and succeeded 
to the cotton business of both the firms with which they had 
so long been employed. This at once gave them a prestige 
in the cotton market which they have since maintained by their 
pluck, reliability and a thorough knowledge of the business in 
which they are engaged. At the present time the firm is one 
of the strongest, best-known and most progressive in the city 
of Memphis, and. as both its leading members are young men 
full of energy, the future is full of promise. Of Mr. Martin, 
Noland Fontaine, one of his former employers, has this to say: 
*'I have known Joseph Martin from infancy. He is bright, pro- 
gressive and industrious, and thoroughly honest and reliable. 
If he tells you a thing is so, you may rest satisfied that such 
is the case. He has a disposition that wins friends, and those 
friends stick to him because of his real worth of character." 
Mr. Martin is prominent in the social life of the city, being a 
member of the Tennessee club, president of the Chickasaw club, 
member of the Driving and Country clubs, and affiliates with 
the Presbyterian churcii. In all these organizations he is popu- 
lar with the membership because of his congenial nature and 
willingness to enjoy the happiness and comfort of others, ai 
well as his own. 
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GMORGE VV. PERSON, secretary 
of the artesian water department, 
of Memphis. Tenn.. was lK)rn in 1869, 
near that city, at CJIenhnrnie. the 
home of his father, Maj. Richard 
J. Person. At twenty years of age. 
he exchanged the school-room and 
plantation Hfe for the activities of a 
l)nsiness career, and, in the employ of 
the then Artesian W'ater Company, he 
opened np his first set of lxx)ks, in 
the same building where the office 



force of the city's superb water plant is domiciled to-day. He 
quickly mastered the technical detiils and imin^rtant principles 
of the water-works system, and this, together with his intuitive 
reading of human nature and his imperturljiible manner, quickly 
made him one of the most valuable men on the office force, and 
his promotion to the resp<insible position of cashier and assist- 
ant secretary was no surprise to those who were interested. 
Mr. Person is a genial gentleman and his friends are not few. 
He is up-to-date, thoroughly posted on matters of current 
interest, strong in his convictions, courageous in his defense of 
his opinions and always able to give a reason for them. He 
is a g(xxi citizen, and when a measure for the common wel- 
fare is to l>e considered, or a public abuse to be righted, his 
name is always to l)e found among those who lead. He is a 
meml)er of the Masonic fraternity, the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
But amidst the added responsibilities of maturer life, Mr. Per- 
son has preservetl the simple tastes of eiirly years, and when 
vacation affords the opportunity, no keener sportsman or more 
zealous disciple of Izaak Walton ever baited a hook or followed 
a trail. Judge Latham, for thirty years president of the .^^te- 
sian Water Company, with whom Mr. Person has sustaine<l con- 
stant business and personal relations, pays this tribute to his 
worth and character : "George W. Person, young as he is, has 
already made an enviable reputation as a business man. His 
first position was that of bookkeeper, then as assistant secre- 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



tary and cashier he continued to serve the Artesian Water Com- 
pany of the city of Mempliis. On the purchase of the plant by 
the city, his faithful and efticient service, extending through a 
period of fifteen years, was recognized by his promotion to tlie 
position of secretary under the board of water commissioners, 
which office he continues to fill with exceptional ability. With 
his rare capacity, the best of habits and courteous deportment, 
his friends look confidently to the future enlargement of his 
honorable career." 

FRANK TRIMBLE, of the firm 
of Trimble & Corbitt, real estate deal- 
ers and promoters of immigration. 
\ Memphis, Tcnn., was born at Hazel 
Green, Ky., sixty miles east of Lex- 
ington, in 1840, and lived there until 
he was in his twenty-third year, get- 
ting an education in the schools of 
his native state. In October, 1862, he 
went to Illinois, and about two years 
later he came to Memphis. 11 is first 
business undertaking here was that 
of merchandizing, which he followed until 1884, when he sold 
out to engage in the real estate business. For some time he 
conducted his operations alone, but later associated with him S. 
R. Corbitt. a man thoroughly conversant with real estate condi- 
tions all through the South. Tlie firm makes a specialty of the 
rich lands of the Yazoo delta, selling plantations, farms and 
large tracts of timlier land to suit the purcha.ser. In the course 
of their Intsiness they have found h«^mes for hundreds of fami- 
lies in the country around Memphis. This they have done by 
extensively advertising their business in the Northern states, and 
it has l)een said that there has never been a single announcement 
in any of their advertisements that they were not able and 
willing to fulfill. This course of fair dealing has given the firm a 
high standing and the investor, l<x>king for an opjjortunity to 
place some of his capital where it will yield sure returns, has 
always found the firm of Trimble & Corbitt absolutely reliable. 
n-15 
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Mr. Trimble Is also a director in the (iriftith Casket Company, 
one of the substantial business institutions ( >i Mt-niphis. He does 
not mix in iM)]iticaI affairs very nnich but is a Royal Arch 
Mason, a Knight of Pythias, and a member of the Episcopal 
church. 

JAMES GARLAND DUKE, president and general manager 
of the J. G. Duke Machine Works, was bom in Louisa county, 
Va., May 2, 1854. He grew to maturity in the cities of Rich- 

nioiul and Petersburg, where he received his education in the 
public sclK>r)ls. At the age of seventeen years he went into a 
machine sliop in IVtersburg and served his apprenticeship. He 
then worked for alx-ut ei<rhteen months in the Tre^legar Iron 
Works, at Richmontl ; then two years at Dayton, Ohio, ami irom 
that time until 1876 at differait places. In 1876 he came to 
Memphis. In 1889 the Memphis Machine Works was incor- 
porated with Mr. Duke as vice-president and general manager. 
After eight years in this position he was for a year and a half 
with the American Cotton Oil Company, and in 1899 entered 
into a partnership for the establisinnent of a machine worlcs. 
In I'K)-? the Jnisiness was incorporated with Mr. Duke as presi- 
dent and _£,'-ciicral iiKinaf^'cr; A. S. Edmondson, vice-president; 
J. E. Richardson, secretary and trejisurer. and lliomas I.. La- 
Malta, assistant manager. F-very one of the organizers is well 
known in Memphis commercial circles as a thorough-gt^ing 
business man and a gentleman of unimpeachable integrity. It 
is n6t surprising, therefore, that the business of the concern has 
been a success from the very start. The company's works 
occupy nearly a block at the corner of Mnll>erry and Huling 
street-, within two squares of the I'nion StaiiMn, with modem 
brick builrlinqs. latest imprr>ved fr>ols and niachincry. and a 
force ot skilled and intelligent \\<^rkincn, Alre^uly their goods 
are having a wide sale, ami tlie t'nture holds brighter prospeets. 
Mr. Duke is an indefatigable worker, and much of the suc- 
cess of the tirm is due tt> his untiring industry and business 
tact. He is a member of the Congregational church, in which 
he has served as deacon. In political matters, he is independent 
on local questions, supporting the man who promises to most 
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faithfully and efficiently discharge his official duties, but on all 
national questions he affiliates with the Republican party. He 
if. well informed on the questions of the day, but he is pre- 
eminently a business man, and never neglects his business to 
indulge in political contests. 

W. C. KNIGHT, of the firm of 
W. C. Knight & Co., cotton factors, 
Memphis, Tenn., stands pre-eminent 
in the commercial circles of that city 
as a self-made man, and one who has 
just cause to fee! proud of his achieve- 
ments. He was born in Fayette 
county, Tenn., Feb. i6, 1864, but 
when about sixteen years of age he 
ran away from his father and went to 
DcSoto county. Miss., where he grew 
to manhood. Starting in life with 
practically nothing, except a strong determination to succeed, 
Mr. Knight engaged successively in farming, planting, mer- 
chandizing, and in operating a saw-mill in DeSoto county. In 
all these undertakings he was successful because of his indom- 
itable industry and business sagacity. Some one once said of 
him: "Everything he touches seems to turn into money." And 
while this is in a great measure tnie, it is due to his energy 
and foresight rather than to the blind element of luck. Mr. 
Knight has large interests in DcSoto county, but since 1901 he 
has been a resident of Memphis, where he has been engaged in 
the cotton business, in which he has won a wide reputation as a 
wide-awake and successful man. He does not mix in political 
affairs to any great extent, his mixing being confined to busi- 
ness circles, where few men are better or more favorably known. 
In fraternal circles, he is also a prominent figure, being a mem- 
ber of the Free and Accepted Masons, the Knights of Pythias 
and the Woodmen of the World. In all these s<x:ieties he is 
popular because of his gocKl- fellowship and high standing as a 
citizen. He is also a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, to the work of which he is a liberal contributor. 
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JOHN WHITE, of the firm of John White & Son, propri- 
etors of the Magnoha Stove Works, Memphis. Tenn., was 
born at Ann Arlwr, Mich., March i, 1847. When he was about 
twelve years old he went to Cincinnati, and six months later 
went to New Orleans, where he attended sch«x)l tor a year. 
When the war broke out lie went to Evansville, Ind., there 
spending three years in learning the trade of tnolder in an 
iron foundry. In April, 1864, he enlkted as a private in Com- 
pany Kf 136th Indiana infantry (the "'hundred-day nien")» 
served four months, after which he returned to Evansville and 
finished learning his trade. He then went to Louisville, Ky.', 
and worked at his trade there for three years, until 1867, when 
he took a position on a steanilwat. and was on the river for a 
year. He next Incited at New Albany, 1m<1 . and there remained 
until i88j, wlieii he came to Mempliis. wliere he was tor four- 
teen years foreman in tlie II. Wetter Manufacturing Company. 
At the end of that time he, in company with his son, John W. 
White, organized the Magnolia Stove Works, which they have 
successfully conducted ever since. At the time Mr. White came 
to Memphis he had nothing, and as he says was "six dollars in 
debt." He now has a competency and is at the head of one 
of the thriving manufacturing c<incem$ of the city, an illustra- 
. lion of \\hat can be accomplished by energy, industry and fru- 
gality John W. White, the son, was iKirti in New Albany, 
Ind., March 7. 1870. ITe was educated there .md at the Chris- 
tian Brothers' college, at Memphis, later taking a course at 
Nelson's Business college. Completing his schooling in 1890, 
he entered the service of the H. Wetter Company as an of^cc 
man, and after a year in that capacity went into the foundry 
of the same company and stayed there three years, learning the 
trade of molder. He then went bade into the office and 
remained (here until he withdrew to go into partnership with 
his father. Both father and son are therefore practical mechan- 
ics, and the success of their firm is due to thi< I'act and to their 
already established reputation for fair dealing and honest goods. 
One 01 the cniploses of the stove works says: "Mr. W'hite and 
his s«>n are men of excellent character and correct habits. Thev 
wilt not let a piece of work go out with a defect in it if they 
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know it. They attend strictly to their own business and are in 
every way good citizens." 

' C. HUNTER RAINE. president of the Mercantile bank, 
Memphis, Tenn., is a native of the Old Dominion, having been 
lK>rn at Lyiichtmrg, Yn., Deo. ii. 1857. Until he was about 
thirteen years of age his family lived at Appomattox Court 
House, but in 1870 came to Memphis, where he tuii>licHl his 
schwling and began his business career as a solicitor for a tire 
insurance company. After two years in this Inie, he went to 
the Bank of Commerce as collector, and afterward became teller 
in the bank. In 1883. when the Mercantile bank was organized, 
Mr. Rainc was chosen cashier, retaining that position until Feb- 
ruary, 1904, when he was electetl i)resident of the institution. 
Of his (Id tioTi to the presidency, the Memphis Commercial- 
Af^pcal said: llu- election of C. Hunter Raine to Ix? president 
of the Mercantile hank is an honor well deserved by that gen- 
tleman. He has been identihed with the bank ever since it was 
started, and to his ability as a linancier much of the success of 
the institution has been due. He was quite a young man when 
he became cashier of the bank, but he soon demonstrated the 
stuff that was in him, and showed his ability to hold his own 
with old and experienced rivals. He is still a young man, whose 
experience has been such that he is now made president of the 
bank he helpe<l to found. He has risen to his present position by 
sheer force of native ability, and his career ought to ser\e as an 
inspiration to other \onng men. to learn their business well, to 
do their duty faithfully, and to rest content with the conviction 
that their reward will come." In addition to his banking inter- 
ests, Mr. Raine is president of the Memphis clearing house; a 
member of the executive committee of the new Memphis Jodcey 
club and a director in the Tennessee Granite Brick Company. 
He is a man of varied attainments and is popular \yo\\\ with his 
business acquaintances and in the social life of the city. He is a 
member of the Tennessee club and of the Grace Episcopal 
church. 
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R. D. GOODWYN, vice-president 
of the Memphis Queensware Com- 
pany, was born in Shelby county, 
Tenn., in 1868, and is a son of the 
late k. D. Goodvvyn, who was one of 
the wealthiest and most prominent 
citizens of Memphis. Mr. Goodwyn 
was educated in the public and pri- 
vate schools of his native county, and 
at the age of eighteen years entered 
the employment of Porter & Macrae, 
as office boy. He remained with this 
firm for ten years, working his way up to the jxisition of trav- 
eling salesman, which he held at the time the Memphis Queens- 
ware Company was organized, in 1896, and he left his old firm 
to become vice-president of the new organization. The make- 
up of the company is: L. D. Lines, of Tupelo, Miss., presi- 
dent; R. D. Goodwyn, the subject of this sketch, vice-president; 
Charles W. Thompson, of Ripley, Miss., secretary and treas- 
urer; John Marbury, formerly with Irby & Gilliland, manager; 
and T. W. Tucker, in charge of the saloon, hotel and restau- 
rant trade. All these gentlemen are young men, full of energy, 
thoroughly familiar with the line of goo<ls carrie<l by the com- 
pany, and all possessed of fine business qualifications. By a 
system of management whereby each one has his own particular 
duties to perform there is no clashing of authority, no misun- 
derstanding of what is to l)e done or who is to do it. Mr. 
Goodwyn is in charge of the retail department, where his thor- 
ough knowledge of his business and his uniformly courteous 
treatment of customers have lieen the means of winning and 
holding a large share of the city's trade. He is a member of 
the Tennessee club, the Oiickasaw club, two of the leading 
social organizations of the city; the Business Men's club, which 
has for its objects the advancement of the commercial and 
material interests of Memphis, and the Baptist church. In 
church, club and society Mr. Goo<lwyn is well liked for his 
happy disposition and his sterling character. 
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WILLIAM KRAUSS, M.D., one 
of the most eminent physicians of 
Memphis, Tenn., was born on his 
father's estate, "Reichlioldsmuehle," 
near the town of Kaiserslautern, Pa- 
latinate of Bavaria, June 14, 1861. At 
the age of eleven years he had com- 
pleted the grammar school course in 
the schools of his native town, and 
during the next two years took two 
courses in Latin. When he was thir- 
teen he came to America, where his 
parents had already preceded him, and, joining them in Mem- 
phis, he had private instructors for two years, at the end of 
which time he was apprenticed to a druggist. In 1880 he went 
to Baltimore and took a course in the College of Pharmacy, 
graduating in 1883. He then took up the study of medicine, 
and in 1889 graduated from the Memphis Medical college. 
He then spent some time abroad, taking one season in the uni- 
versity at Kiel, Germany, the vacation course at Berlin, and a 
course at the University of Wiirzburg, one of the oldest and 
most historic institutions in Eurojx;. In 1890 he returned to Mem- 
phis and took a position as assistant demonstrator of anatomy in 
the Memphis Medical college. Shortly afterward he equipped and 
established the lirst microscopical laboratory the college ever 
had, and was placed in charge of it. In 1896 he also organ- 
ized and equippe<l the first chemical laboratory worthy of the 
name that the college had ever owned, and was for some time 
in charge of this also, resigning in 1903 in order to have more 
time for scientific research and to devote to his practice. Doctor 
Krauss is a successful and progressive physician. He is a 
member of the American and Tennessee State Medical associa- 
tions, the medical societies of Memphis and Shelby county and 
a number of other medical and scientific bodies. He has been 
a liberal contributor to merlical literature, several of his mono- 
graphs on the subject of malaria and kindred diseases having 
been quoted from in England, France, Germany, Italy, India 
and South Africa. 
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\ JC'fOR A. CORDES, one of the prominent real estate men 
of Memphis. Tetin., was born in that city. Feb. 7. 1863. W'lien 
he was about seven years of age his i)areiits went to Germany 
and remaiticd ten years, fhtringf which tune lie atteniled school 
in Stuttgart, I'arib and Antwerp. Keiurnmg to Memphis in 
1873, he graduated from Leddin's Business college and the 
Tennessee Law school, of that city. In 1887 be went into 
the real estate business, in which he has continued ever since, 
and in which he has been eminently successful. He started 
under the name of the Memphis Real Estate exchange, and 
was the pioneer in exchanging farms and Memphis propert}' .for 
property in tlie Northern states, .\nother hne of business in 
which he was the {)ioneer was that <«! hnilthng homes and "-ell- 
ing them to men of niMilcratc mc;ins on monthly p.iynunis. 
Hundreds of ])eopk' in ^k•mphi^ tiwlay own their homes through 
this method of purchase, wlio would otherwise be paying rent. 
Mr. Cordes has spent thousands of dollars in advertising his 
business through the North, and few men have done so much to 
call the attention of the world to the resources of Tennessee, or 
to the advantages of Memphis as a commercial center. True, 
he has done this for the profit it brought to him. but behind 
all that there is :m undeniable public spirit, a general desire for 
the i)tiblic weal, that wnnld have asserted itself in some wav. In 
addition to his real estate transactions, he has lr>n!ie(! thousands 
of dollars on first mortgage security, and the first one t<t his 
debtors is yet to be found to complain of his being an oppressor 
or a "shark." Mr. Cordes is vice-commodore of the Memphis 
Boat club, vice-president and manager of the Memphis Wreck- 
ing Company and a member of the Business Men's club. He 
is not a politician, preferring to devote his time and' talents to 
his business, though he takes an interest in all questions touch- 
ing the public welfare. Tie is a member of the Presbyterian 
church and a consistent practitioner of its precepts. 

MALCOLM M. GILCHRIST, a well-known real estate man 
of Memi)his, Tenn.. was bom on a plantation in Panola county. 
..Miss.. July 22. 1865. Until he was about eighteen he continued 
to live in that county, attending the common schools. Later he 
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took a course in a preparatory college in Tennessee, and entered 
Vanderbilt university, attending that institution until 1884, 
When he came to Memphis and toc^ a course in a business col- 
Aegc. He then went into the gr<3cery house of Meacham & 
M'harton, as cashier, anf! remained in that position for about 
eijjiitcen montlis. ^iviiip it up tf) enibark in the real estate busi- 
ness in iS<S(>. As a member of tlie tirni 'if ( iilc hri'it S: Martin, 
he continued tor thvcc years, and since iluu he lias l)ccn in the 
business by himself. Mr. Gilchrist is a good judge of the val- 
ues of Memphis property, and he is frequently consulted for his 
opinions or employed to make deals by people who are not so 
well informed. Some of the heavy real estate transactions in 
recent >ears have been n^jotiated by him, always to the satis- 
faction of all ])arties concerned. "He is a man whose word 
is as gooil as his written obligation" was the comment lately 
pa-^sed on him by one who has knc)wn him ever since he came 
to Memphis, and who has hail dealiuLTs witli liim. Such a com- 
ment is certamly to lie coveted, and uiun it conics with the 
sincerity that this one did is doubly welcome. It tells the whole 
story of his standing in business circles, and of his character 
for reliability and veracity, as well as it could be told were 
volumes to be written on the subject. Mr. Gilchrist is a promi- 
nent Knight of P} thias and belongs to the Methodist F.pisco- 
[)al Cliurch South, in both of which organizations he is an influ- 
ential member. . 

LEW TISDAI-li, founder and general manager of the firm 
of Lew Tisdale & Co., dealers in gas and electric fixtures and 
general plumbers, Memphis, Tenn., is one of the progressive 
young business men of that city. He was bom at Covington, 
Tenn., Feb. 13, 1869, came to Memphis when he was thirteen 
years of age and learned the pliunbcr's trade with the supply 
house of J. W". X. Browne, receiving the princely sum of $2.50 
per week at the beginning. After serving his apprenticeship he 
remained with Mr. lirowne for several years, but in 1892 went 
into business as the junior member of the firm of Com II ins & 
Tisdale. Two years later he formed a partnership with E. L. 
Rawlings, under the firm name of Rawlings & Tisdale. which 
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continued until 1899, when Mr. Tisdale purchased his partner's 
interest and founded the house of Lew Tisdale & Co. The 
business of Rawlings & Tisdale had been conducted at Xo. 296 
Second street, but soon after becoming the general manager of 
the business Mr. Tisdale found it necessary to remove to 
larger quarters, and secured his present location. Mr. Tisdale 
has worked his way up from the bottom of the ladder by his 
own ambitious efforts and untiring industry. Starting in life 
a poor boy, he is today at the head of one of the leading 
houses of his kind in the state. Being a practical mechanic, 
he knows a good job of work when he sees it, ami his inherent 
honesty never jjermits him to turn off any other kind. The 
result is that the plumbing, gas and electric ti.xtures in some 
of the finest buildings in Memphis have been installed by Mr. 
Tisdale, and his constantly growing business is the best evi- 
dence of his efficiency and integrity. Mr. Tisdale is of a social 
disposition and belongs to the Business Men's club, the Menasha 
Hunting club, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He is also a thirty- 
second degree Mason, a Knight Templar, a Noble of the Mystic 
Shrine, and a meml)er of the Baptist church. 

E. J. SMITH, president of the 
Memphis Machine Works, is a native 
of Brownsville, Haywood county, 
Tenn., where he was lx>m in the 
month of October, 1856. His early 
education was interrupted by the ad- 
vent of the Civil war, but in 1865 he 
came to Memphis, where he attended 
school until he reached the age of sev- 
enteen years. He then went into the 
Louisville & Nashville railroad shops, 
as an apprentice, and remained there 
until he attained his majority. For .several years he continued 
to work as a journeyman in shops at different points in Ten- 
nessee. Arkansas and Kentucky. In 1884 he came back to 
Memphis, where for four years he worked as a stationary 
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engineer, beooming a partner in the Memphis Machine Works 
in 1889. A year later he was chosen president of the com- 
pany, and has stood at the head of the concern ever since. 
Under his administration of affairs the business of ttie com- 
pany has been extended every year, until at the present time 
it is one of the best -known mannfactnrinf^ establishments in 
the South. Mr. Smith's maxim has always been to never turn 
out a poor piece of worlc when a little more labor and a little 
more pains will turn out a piece of first-class work. This policy 
of the company and the high standard of their goods arc 
responsible for the high position the works occupy in the com- 
mercial world. Mr. Smith is a member of the Free and 
.\ccepted Masons, being a Master Mason in good standing, and 
is also a member of the Concatenated Order of Hoo Hi>3s. In 
the industrial h'fe of Memphis he is a member of the Husiness 
Men's club, and is always willing to participate in any move- 
ment to bring greater prosperity to the city. In religious mat- 
ters, he is a consistent member 01 the First Methodist Episcopal 
church, in whic^ he is one of the stewards. 

WALTER GOODMAN, president of the Woods-Chickasaw 
Company, of Memphis, Tenn., is a native of Huntsville, Ala., 
where he was bom, June 7, i860. At the close of the v/ar his 
parents removed to Memphis, and there he grew to manhoixj, 
receiving his primary education in the public schools ami ! i!er 
taking one year at the University of Virginia, at Oiarl Dttes- 
ville. From the university he came back to Memphis and 
entered the employ of Oliver, Finnic & Co., wholesale grocers, 
with whom he remained for several years. He then took service 
with the old-established house of Stewart, Gwynne & Co., cotton 
factors, and later established the firm of Walter Goodman & 
Co., in the same line. Becoming interested in the Dixie Elec- 
tro-Magnet Company, he disposed of his interest in the firm of 
Walter Goodman & Co., to accept the presidency of the Dixie 
Electro-Magnet Company, a position whicli he still holds. In 
1903 he wa<; made president of the Woods-Qnckasaw Com- 
pany, in which he was a stockholder. Besides his interests in 
the city of Memphis, he owns plantations in both Tennessee 
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and Mississippi, and ranks aniong^ the leading cotton producers 
of the country. Mr. Goodman is a born business man. He is 
quick to grasp a situation and equally quick to offer a solution. 
A prominent banker of Memphis, in speaking of Mr. Goodman, 
said: "He is everything as a citizen and a business man that 
can be desired — tlioroughly honest and reliable — and never 
seeks to advance his own interests to the injury or at the 
expense of others." •Mr. Goodman is a member of the Mcnasha 
Outing club, and is the junior warden of Calvary Episcopal 
church. 



Co., cctlton factors, and remained with them until i89<3, when 
he went with the Moulton Davis C<»mpany, grain dealers, as 
secretary and treasurer, and (»ne (»f the organizers of the com- 
pany. He continued with the firm in the capacity of secretary 
and treasurer until 1900. when the style of the concern was 
changed to Davis & Andrews, Mr. Davis coming to be the 
senior member. The firm has an extensive trade and covers a 
wide territory in its operations. Mr. Davis has seen the city 
of Memphis grow from a small town to be the metropolis of 
Tennessee, and he has a laudable ambition to make his business 
enterprise keep pace with the growth of the city. It is such 
ambition as this on the part of individuals that contributes to 
the commercial prosperity and material growth of any city, 
and within recent years Mr. Davis and his partner have done 
their share in spreading the fair name of Memphis abroad 




THOMAS L, DAVIS, of. the firm 
of Davis & Andrews, grain dealers, 
etc., of Memphis, Tenn.. was lx>rn in 
•Shelby county, Tetni., July 10, 1863. 
After the usual primary education 
obtainable in the public sch<x)ls, he 
went to a business college in Mem- 
phis, where he took a complete course, 
thus etpiipping himself for all the 
ordinary emergencies of a commercial 
life. In 1883 he came to Meni|)his 
and engaged with Hill, I'ontaine & 
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over the land. Mr, Davis is a menil>er of the Merchants* 
exchange and the Business Men's chib, two of the leading com- 
mercial organizations of the city, and belongs to the Linden 
Street Christian church. 

H. O. TRUE, president of the 
True-Tagg Paint Company, Mem- 
phis. Tenn., is a native of Michigan, 
having been born at Port Huron. 
June 17, 1857. With a connnon 
school education, he came South in 
1869, and from 1873 to 1876 was in 
the regular army. Upon lieing dis- 
charged from the military service, he 
took a position as traveling salesman 
for a New York paint house, and 
from that time until 1896 he trav- 
eled over Southern territory for different paint firms of New 
York and Detroit. While traveling through the S<)uth he 
learned the |)<)ssibilities of that section of the country, and with 
a faith in its future he came to Memphis in 1896 and organ- 
ized the company of which he is now the president, having hclil 
the position ever since the company was incori>orated, Mr, 
True is also president and one of the directors c)f the Southern 
Wall-Paj^er Company, of Memphis. The business of the two 
compames with which he is connected has been on the increase 
ever since they Ijegan operations. The ac(|uaiiitances formed 
by Mr. True while he was "on the road" cover a large terri- 
tory, and these acquaintances have not forgotten the genial 
"dmmmer" who formerly called on them to solicit their patron- 
age. Mr. True is prominently identified wifh the social as 
well as the commercial life of Memphis. He is a metnber of 
the Qiickasaw club and the Knights of Pythias, and is a Knight 
Templar Mason. In his different clubs and lo<lges he is pop- 
ular because of that happy disp<^sition and g(Mxi nature that 
have been so potent a factor in building up his busine.ss. 
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JOHN JOHXSOX, president and general manager of the 
ElmwcxKl cemetery. Memphis, Tenn., was bom near Belfast, 
County Antrim, Ireland, Sept. 5, 1826. His mother died when 
he was nine years of age, and three years later he came to 
America^ arriving at Pittsburg, Pa., July i, 1838. Shortly aft- 
erward he was adopted by Mrs. Henry G. Smith, of Colum- 
biana county, CNiio, and to this relationship Mr. Johnson 
believes himself indebted for much of the good that developed 
in his after life, her Christian character and good advice going 
a long way in forming his early character and habits. In 1844, 
Mrs. Smith being in delicate health, came down the river with 
her husband on a trading boat. Mr. T"IiTi'^'>n. then eighteen 
years of age, coming with them. They naclici Menn)his on 
Dec. 24, 1844. and when they returned the subject of this 
dcetch remained behind. In the spring of 1845 began trad- 
ing with a keel-boat up the St Francis river, as far as Mamelle 
Prairie, buying furs and peltries from the Indians then on 
Buffalo Island. He continued in this work for three years, and 
in the spring of 1848 settled in Memphis. For a time he was 
employed by J. J. Murphy, at the landing, but in 1851, in com- 
])aiiy with John \\". PmcM. whose acf|naintancc he had ftxmed 
wliilc living in Columbiana county, and the late C W. Goyer, 
engaged in the wholesale grocery and produce Inisinc-^s under 
the firm name of Totld, Goyer & Co. Two years later the 
firm was dissolved, owing to the ill-health of Messrs. Todd and 
Johnson, both of whom went to Ohio to recuperate. The fol- 
lowing auttmm they returned to Memphis and engaged in the 
clothing trade, in which they continued until the occupation 
of Memphis by the Federal troops, in i86_'. After the war 
the firm wound up its business, and Mr. Johnson became a 
member of the firm of Johnson Risk i5v Co., iron founders, 
doing a large business and t'ontinunig in existence until 1875. 
In 1870 Mr. Joliiison was elected mayor of Memphis, and was 
re-elected at the end t»f his two-year term, holding the ofiice 
for four years in all. When the yellow fever epidemic struck 
the city, in 1878, he was made superintendent of quarantine, 
under the direction of the National board of health and the 
Tennessee state board of health, the latter of which he was 
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for a number of years a member. He was also at the same 
time superintendent of nurses for the Howard Aid association, 
bctli positions rc(|uirin^ the exercise of fine discrimination and 
firm moral courage, witli which Mr. Johnson was fortun.itely 
well endowed. In November, 1878, he was elected secretary 
of the Phooiix Fire Insonunce Cbmpany and about the same 
time was chosen secretary of the Elmwood Cemetery associa- 
tion, and later was chosen president and general manager of the 
latter. Mr. Johnson belongs to the Calvary EiMsa>pal church, 
and is one of its influential members. He was married, Dec. 
27, 1855, to Miss Amanda Aiken, a native of Memphis, and 
they have three sons and three daughters living-, all useful 
members of sin-icty. Mr. Johnson has an ril)iding faith in the 
future ^ealno-- <if Memphis— a faith that tlfiod, tire and pes- 
tilence have been unable to shake — ami in ihc darkest hours of 
the city's adversity he has never lost confidence in her people to 
overcome all obstacles and rise, phcenix-like, from the ashes of 
their disaster. 

GEORGE L. CHIGHIZOLA, city assessor of Memphis, 
Tenn,. was born in that city, Jan. I, 1869. In 1886 he grad- 
uated I'rom the Giristian Brothers' college, in ^^enlphis. and 
for some time was engaged in keeping IxMtks for different firms 
in the city. In 189J lie was appointed ttj a jxsition in the 
office of the assessor of Shelby county, and remained in the 
office for five years. During this period he was attentive to 
his duties, and at the close of his deputyship he knew about as 
much of the values and location of property about Memphis 
as any other man in the county. When the Spanish-American 
war was declared he enlisted in C(»mpany C, Second Tennessee 
infantry, and was made captain of the company. The regiment 
was in camp at several places, but was one of the unfortunate 
regiments, so far as actual warfare was concerned, because, 
as the late President McKinley said, there was not "war 
enough to go around." In February, 1899, he came back to 
Memphis, his military services being no longer required, and 
entered the employ of Podesta Bros., as bookkeeper. In 
November, 1902, he was elected to the legislature from Shelby 
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county, but resig^ned before the expiration of his term to accept 
the position of city assessor, to which he was elected in January, 
1904. Mr. Chigliizola has the entire confidence of the people of 
Memphis, as is evidenced by his election to these important 
positions, and he is not the man to betray that confidence. 
Honesty and capability have characterized his entire career, 
both in public life and private business. He is a meml>er of the 
Business Men's club, and is fully in accord with every honor- 
able eflfort to add to the commercial importance of Memphis. 
In fraternal circles, he is a member of the Improved Order of 
Red Men and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

JOUX T. W ILLIXCiHAM. presi- 
dent of the Memphis Cortin Company, 
Memphis. Teiui., was Ix^rn in Barn- 
well district, S. C, .\ug. 30. 1861. 
\\ hen he was about four years of age 
his parents removed to Columbus, 
Ga., and there he was reared and edu- 
cated. He began his business career 
in his eighteenth year, when he I)e- 
came associated with his father in 
operating a sash and door factory at 
tolumbus. Later the business was 
removed to Oiattan(X)ga. Tenn.. where it developed into one 
of the largest concerns of the kind in the South. In 1895 Mr. 
VV'illingham came to Mempliis and started the Memphis Collin 
Company, of which he was clecteil president. The company 
manufactures everything use<l by undertakers and is one of the 
largest and most successful factories of its kind in the United 
States. its rcprescnt.itives travel to almost every state and 
territory, and it is no uncommon thing to hear that the com- 
pany is l)ehiiid with its orders. The l^eginning was at No. 160 
Front street, but the quarters were soon outgrown and larger 
ones made necessary by the rapidly growing InisiTiess. Then 
the large building at the corner of DuBose and Middle streets 
was secured. an<l in time this was abandoned for the buildings 
of the Woodhridge Stove Company, in South Memphis, in 
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order to secure more room. Much of the prosperity of the 
company is due to the native ability and energy of Mr. Wilhng- 
ham, who has given the most minute attention to every detail 
of the business and its demands from tlie very start. Mr. Wil- 
lingham is a member of the Chickasaw and Tennessee chibs, as 
well as several other orgimizations of that character; is a 
Knight of Pythias; a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and belongs to the Central Baptist church. 

W. H. PASSMORE, the genial 
^ and courteous proprietor of the Clar- 
^^^1^ endon hotel. Memphis. Tenn., is a 
.^^^^^B native of Devonshire, England, where 
^^RH he was lx>rn in 1842. When ten years 
of age his parents came to America, 
settling at Flint, Mich., and in the 
, ^^^L? schools of that city and Detroit young 
^^%^^^^m Passmore received his education, and 
^^^^^W i" i^'^4 went to Qiicago. where he 
Q^^^^^ eml>arked in the restaurant business. 

This was the l^eginning of a career 
as a hotel man that has extended over a period of more than 
forty years. In 1868 he went to St. Louis, as tlie steward of 
the old Southern hotel, remaining there until the s[)ring of 
1872. He then went to New York, as steward of the New 
York hotel, and after severing his connection with this house 
he went to Salt Lake City, where he served as steward of the 
Walker house, and later with the Continental, when G. S. Erb 
opened that famous hostelry. In the fall of 1880 Mr. Pass- 
more returned to Xew ^'ork. where for a few months he was 
the manager of the Florence Flats, and was then for two sea- 
sons manager of the summer hotel at Coney Island. Return- 
ing to Flint, Mich., he soon afterward Ixntght the Park hotel, 
at Monroe, in that state, and conducted it for two years. Sell- 
ing this house, he managed a hotel at Tecumseh, Mich., for 
alxjut eighteen months, when he went to Beloit, Wis., and 
took charge of the Goodwin house. Here he remained for 
two and a half years, then going to Topeka, Kan., as manager 

11-16 
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of the Windsor (now the new National), and later wn? for 
three years in the real estate and building business at Ihitchin- 
.«on, Kan. But the life of a Boniface had gained too strong a 
hold upon him, and in 1H90 he went to Clinton, la., and 
assumed the management of the Windsor hotel there. Eight 
months later he went to Chicago, and remained there until 
1896, when he went to Tallahassee, Fla., as "mine host" of the 
Hotel Leon. In 1899 he came to Memphis, assumed control 
of the well-known Qarendon, which has lost nothing of its old- 
time p<>j)ularity under his efficient management. In the course 
of his long experience as a hotel man he has fed and housed 
thousands of traveling men, each one of \v!i'>tn has gone away 
from his Iiousc witli the satisfaction of having received "his 
money's worth." hi addition to his hotel interests Mr. Pass- 
more is the owner of a fine fruit laini m Michigan, and own* 
property in other places. He is a prominent Elk, and affiliates 
with the Episcopal church. 

W. A. UNDERWOOD, manufacturer of and dealer in mon- 
uments and ornamental Stone work. Memphis, Tenn., was 1x)rn 
at Marietta, Cobb county, Ga., Feb. 4, 1872. In the public 
schixils of his native town he received the major part of hii 
education, and in Marietta he served his apprenticeship as a 
marble cutter. In 1895 opened a shop at Palestine, Tex., 
and carried on business there for three years, at the end of 
which time he came to Memphis. In this city his work soon 
came to be appreciated, and in the six years that he has been 
in business here he has put up more handsome monuments than 
any other one concern in the city. Mr. Underwood has a large 
degree of tlie artistic instinct in his make-up, and, instead of 
following the old stereotyped designs, he Iirn struck out boldlr 
for himself witli designs of his own. In addition to this, he 
knows how to get up a monument of moderate price that does 
not have that cheap look which so many of that class l>ear on 
the surface. The man of moderate means, therefore, has found 
in Mr. Underwood a man who can prepare a suitable memoriaf 
for the resting-place of his loved and lost witliout the incon- 
venience of extortionate prices or the a^qiearance of bein^ 
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penurious. Mr. Underwood is identified with some of the 
social and religious institutions of Memphis, being a member 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Woodmen of 
the World and the Central Qiristian church. 

MAJ. JAMES H. SMITH, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the People's 
Savings Bank and Trust Company, of 
Memphis, Tenn., is a native of the 
State of Kentucky. He was born at 
Shelbyville in 1835. Until he was 
twenty-three years of age he con- 
tinued to live in his native town, 
where he secured a good practical 
education. In 1858 he removed to 
Memphis, where he embarked in the 
grocery business. During the years 
1861-62 he served as provost marshal under General Bragg, in 
the district composed of W'estern Tennessee, Eastern Arkansas 
and Northern Mississippi. After the war, he engaged again 
in the gnx'ery business, and later added a wholesale and retail 
cotton department to his establishment. He continued in this 
line of business until 1887, when the Memphis National bank 
was organized and he was made cashier. Eight years later 
he severed his connection with this institution to become sec- 
retary of the People's Savings Bank and Trust Company, then 
being organized, and has ever since held that position. When 
the terrible yellow fever scourge beset tlie city, in 1878, Major 
Smith was one of those brave souls who did not flee Ijefore it, 
but remained at his post as secretary of the Howard associa- 
tion, lending aid to the suffering and doing whal he could as a 
man and a citizen to stamp out the dread disease. During the 
epidemic the association saw to the burial of over 6,000 vic- 
tims. From 1879 ^^'^s a member of the state leg- 
islature, from Shelby county, and in that body his natural abil- 
ity and ripe business experience placed him in the list of the 
more noted legislators during those sessions. In 1882 he was 
appointed postmaster of Memphis, by President Arthur, and 
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held tile office until deiM)se(l by Picbidcnl Cleveland. He has 
iilso served as aldeniiaii, and has always stood ready to co- 
operate ill every movement for the upbuilding of Menipliis. 
During; his long career of nearly a half century in Memphis 
he has been among the honorable, upright, progressive men 
of that city, and he commands the respect of all who have the 
pleasure of his acquaintance. 

JAMES C McDAVHT, manager of the Memphis Abstract 
Company and attorney for the Memphis Trust Company, Mem- 
phis, I'enn., was born in She!l)y county, Ky., Xov. 25, 1834. 
The McDavitts are of Sc<jlcii extraction, James McDaxitt. the 
great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch, c«>ming from 
Scotland in ij'x). and settlin;^ in Charleston, S. C. There 
James McDaviti, the grandfather, was born in 1769, aiid 
served as captain of a company in the famous Kentucky Rifles 
in the war of 181 2. The father of the subject was Dr. George 
McDavitt, a native and prominent physician of Shelby county, 
Ky. James C. McDavitt received his education in the schools 
of Richmond, Ind., and at Asbury (now DePauw) uni\ersity, 
at Greencastle, in that state. In 1H56 he was admitted to the 
bar, and practiced at Memphis imtil May 4, 1H61, when he 
enlisted as a memlier of Baukhead's battery of light artillery. 
A few weeks later he was made second lieutenant, au'l was 
promoted to the pt^sition of first lieutenant in Xovember, 1861. 
At Shiloh he was in command of the battery, and rendered ef- 
fective service, and at New Madrid, Mo., the battery was in 
the thickest of the fight. In the fait of 1862 Lieutenant Mc- 
Davitt was ordered to Mobile as instructor of artillery, on the 
staff of General Maury, and the following summer he wa* 
in command of the floating iron-clad h t* \ in Mobile bay. 
T.ater he cotntnanded Battery Mclnto-,li. aixJ in June, 1864, 
was recalled to the army under (icncral Pi>lk, re|)orting the 
day that officer was killed at Pine Mountain, (ja. Subse(|uently 
he served as adjutant and inspector of artillery under (ienerals 
Loring and Stewart, in the .'\tlanta campaign, and under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Qtiattlebaum during the si^ of Mobile. He 
surrendered with Quattlebaum's command at Meridian, Miss. 
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After the war, he returned to Memphis and became a mem- 
ber of the law firm of Estes, Jackson & McDavitt, Mr. Jack- 
son being subsequently appointed to the supreme l^ench of the 
United States. After the dissolution of the partnership he con- 
tinued in practice until 1882, since which time he has devoted 
practically all of his attention to the abstract company, as 
manager, until about a year ago, when he was called by the 
trust company as a legal examiner of land titles. Mr. Mc- 
Davitt is a member of the Presbyterian church. In 1866 he 
was married to Miss Flora R. Dobyns, and their daughter, 
Martha C, is the wife of William E. Hoshall. of Memphis. 

EDGAR B. McHEXRY, cashier 
of the Memphis National bank, of 
Memphis, Tenn., was l)orn in Jeffer- 
son City, Mo., in the year 1840, and 
lived there until June, 1861, when he 
went to Boonville, Mo., and enlisted 
in J. P. Major's regiment, (len. Ster- 
ling Price's army, and served with dis- 
tinguished gallantry at the battles of 
Carthage, W'ilson's Creek and Lex- 
ington. He was then made adjutant 
of Ceamal's regiment, Steen's brigade, 
and was slightly wounded at the battle of Pea Ridge while in 
the discharge of his duty. He then assiste<! in organizing 
Wo<:)d*s regiment, of which he was made adjutant, and he 
served with that organization until his final surrender and 
parole, June 8, 1865. at Shrevei)ort, La. Shortly after the war, 
Mr. McHenry removed to Memphis, where he has contributed 
to the material prosf>erity of the city during the succeeding 
years. For some time he was engaged in the practice of law. 
and occupied a high place at the Memphis bar. He was then 
deputy clerk in the chancellor's office for fifteen years, when 
he was appointed clerk and master of the chancery court, an 
office of much resi>onsibility. but which he filled with credit 
to himself and honor to Chancellor Estes, who appointed him 
to the position. After six years in this office, he liecame 
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cashier of the Memphis National bank, one of the leading 
financial institutions of the city. He is eminently fitted for 
this position, and has been repeatedly re-elected, holding the 
office continuously ever since his first connection with the bank 
in that capacity. Although somewhat active in i^Mlitirs, at one 
time, he has never been a reofular politician, aUva}> standing 
in favor of g<->od govenunent, especially in local matters, 
wilhoot regard to party lines. As a business man, he is care- 
ful and conservative, and these characteristics, coupled with 
his genial disposition, have placed him in the front rank of 
the business men of the South. Mr. McHenry is not a member 
of the church, but is a helper in all its good and charitable 
undertakings. He was married,. in 1871, to Miss Mary Taylor, 
of Clinton. Ln.. and tlicy have one son. Edgar T.. who is now 
an otticer in the same bank of w hich his fatiier 1*^ cashier. The 
young man has inherited hi> father's CMnimercial instinct, and 
js OJie of the best-known young tinanciers of Memphis. 

* Titf. H. GUNTHER, of the firm of M. H. Gunther & Co., 
totton buyers for American and foreign cotton mills, Memphis, 
Tenn., was bom in King William county, Va., in the year 
1852, and there spent his early boyhood. He was educated 

at Hamburg and Altona, Germany, and after his return to 
his native land he attended for f>ne session the Virginia Mili- 
tary institute, at Lexington, later attending for a while the 
James P. Holcomlxr school, at Belleview. near Lynchburg. 
After completing his etlucation. he went South. s|>eiiding a 
year at Griftin, Ga., and a year at Macon, in the same .state, 
after which he went to New York for about two years. From 
New York he went to New Orleans, and in 1878 located at 
Louisville, Ky., where he engaged in the tobacco business, ta 
which he later added cotton brokerage. In 1896, deeming 
Memphis a better place for his cottiMi oi)erations, he went there, 
and since then has given most of his attention to cott<Mi, though 
the firm of which he is a meml>er has In^en in existence ever 
since 1885. In the cotton market Mr. (iinithcr occupies a 
prominent position, and inie the smaller dealers watch his 
motions and are guided l>y ids conduct. He rarely errs in 
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judgment, and the reliability of his fiim is re^nsible for their 
close relationship with several of the largest cotton manttfac* 
turing companies of the world Mr. Gunther is a member of 

the Tennessee chih. where lu- is always welcomed as a q-md- 
fellow, and. tlK tiqh he is a member of no rcHgious (ienoiiiina- 
tion, he attends the Ei>iscopal church and contributcb liberally 
to religious and charitable work. 

GEORGE H. TAYLOR, of the firm of Taylor & Norris, 
funeral directors, undertakers and embalmers, Memphis, Tenn., 
is a native of Indiana, having been bom in the city of Indian- 
apolis, Aug. 14. i86<). He lived in his native city until he 
attained his majority, acquiring his education in the sdiools 
there. In 1890 he came to Memphis and became associated 
with his uncle, the Jate P. M. Stanley, in the undertaking 
business. In iSg;^ lie was made manager of the business, 
where he continued until iHyg, when he was taken into part- 
nership. After the death of his uncle he continued to conduct 
the affairs of the firm, under the old name of Stanley & Co., 
his aunt, Mrs. Virginia G. Stanley, still retaining an interest in 
the business. On Jan. i, 1903, the firm of Taylor & Norris 
was organized, the partners being the subject of this sketch 
and James W. N'orris, and it succeeded to the business of 
Stanley & Co. Both members of the new firm being practical 
undertakers, the new concern s<K>n acquired a prominence in the 
field of oiinducting funerals. It remained for Taylor & Norris 
to Mitroduce the ambulance service to Mcmi)iiis. and they are 
(^uick to adopt anything new m their line that promises to be 
an improvement in the disposal of the dead or in alleviating 
the sorrow of surviving friends. All the modem paraphernalia 
of the undertaking art has therefore found its way into the 
rooms of Taybr & Norris, and they are men of sufficient 
technical knowledge of their calling to prove that this j)ara- 
phemalia is not for the purpose of impressing the visitor, 
but for practical use. Mr. Tavlor is by nature of a sympa- 
thetic disposition, and is well fittetl for his work as an under- 
taker. To see him conduct a funeral, one loses sight of the 
commercial side of the transaction, there being no ostentatious 
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display, no unseemly advertising, but everything is "done 
decently and in order." He is a member of tlie Baptist church 
and makes the tenets of his faith the guide to his conduct 
through life, thus deserving and gaining the confidence and 
esteem of his fellow-men. 



went into business for himself. His complete knowledge of 
the grocery business, acquired through his long years of serv- 
ice, soon placed him in the vanguard of the city's retail grocers, 
a proud position, which he has ever since maintained by his 
square flealing and his courteous treatment of customers. In 
later years he added to his stock of groceries, until today 
he has one of the best-selected stfnrks of general merchandise 
in Memphis. Mr. Dies takes a lively interest in all matters 
pertaining to the numicipal welfare. This marked him out as 
a suitable candidate for councilmanic honors, and the people of 
his ward elected him to that Ixxly, of which he is now one 
of the most active and influential mcml)ers. Mr. Dies is a 
member of the Catholic church and is a liljeral supporter of 
its charities. He is also a meml)er of the Catholic Knights of 
America and the Memphis Business Men's club, where he is 
always ready to assist ;my movement having for its object 
the promotion of the material interests of his native city. 




THOMAS DIES, one of the well- 
known merchants of Memphis, Tenn., 
has been closely connected with the 
commercial growth and prosperity of 
that city for more than a quarter of a 
century. He was born in the city, in 
1862, and until he reached the age of 
fifteen years was an attendant in the 
jHiblic schools. He then went into a 
grocery store, as a clerk, and after a 
thorough apprenticeship of nine years, 
during which he saved his money, he 
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WILLIAM LaCROIX, manager of the stock yards of Jacob 
LaCroix, Memphis, Tenti., was bom in that city Oct. 31, 1862, 
and was there reared and educated in the Christian Brothers' 

college and Letlden's Business college. At the as^^e of seven- 
, teen he entered the service of his father, Jatcb LaOoix, in 
the stock yards, of which lie is lunv mana^^er. and has been con- 
nected with the varils ever since. The yards handle thousands 
of cattle every year, and form one of the largest institniiuns of 
llie kind in the South. The business keeps pace with the 
growth of the city, and in the hands of Mr. LaCroix is never 
allowed to lag behind the stock yards of other cities in 
up-to-date methods. Mr. LaCroix has been an active Demo- 
crat ever since he attained his majority. As the North Mem- 
phis member of the city council, the interests of that iK)rtion 
of the city were carefully guarded. Tlie passage of the build- 
ing f>rdinance, which means thousands of dollars annually to 
the city, and prevents the construction of an inferior class 
of buildini^s, was chiefly due to his intelligent and well-directed 
. efforts. Fc)r this measure he was congratulated by hundrctls 
of people on the occasion of its passage by the council. Mr. 
LaCroix was appointed a member of the Memphis legislative 
council, by Governor McMillin, in July, 1899, and served until 
January, 1900, when he was elected for a term of four years. 
He is also a member of the board of equalization of Memphis; 
a diarter member of ihv r.n<iness Men's club, where he spends 
a portion of his time each day; a Knight Templar and a Noble 
of the Mystic Shrine in Masonry; a member of the Royal 
Arcanum; the Picnevolent and rri»tecti\e Order of Elks, and 
of the r'resbyleriaii church. In political circles, in the cnmcil, 
in his club, lodge and church, Mr. LaCroix is popular be- 
cause of his genial disposition and good-fellowship, and his 
popularity is well deserved. Always safe and conservative in 
matters relating to his private interests or the wdfare of the 
municipality, his career so far has marked him as one of 
the substantial and public*spirited men of Memphis. Still in 
the prime of a vigorous manhoo<l. the future is full of promise 
for him. and, with his natural optimism, it is almost certain 
that the promise will be realized. He owns a handsome resi- 
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(Jence in North Memphis, and is especially interested in every 
movement tending to promote the interests of that section. 



Bloomington. At the age of seventeen, he secured employment 
with J. T. W illiams, of New York city. He remained with 
this house for three years, the latter part of the time l)eing an 
inspector, and then went to Indianapolis, where he Ijeaime 
associated with Bell Bros., lumber dealers. In 1876, he went 
to St. Louis with this firm, and in the fall of 1880, he came 
to Memphis, as a member of the firm of Bell Bros, & Dar- 
nell. A year later he sold his interest in the business and 
formed a partnership with his father, under the firm name of 
I. M. Darnell & Son. They operated in Dyer and Lauderdale 
counties, Tcnn., until 1888. when the principal offices were 
located at Memphis. In 1898. the son withdrew from the firm, 
and establishe<l his present Ixisiness. He is president of the 
Darnell-Love Lumber Company. Leland, Miss.; is a memlxrr 
of the National Lumlier Exporters' association : vice-president 
of the local Lumbermen's club: a meml)er of the Tennessee, 
Business Men's. Chess, Checker and Whist clubs. In jvolitics. 
as in business, he is conserxative. exercising his liest judg- 
ment at the l)anot-l)ox by voting for the candidate whom he 
considers the best man, regardless of party affiliations. Though 
a member (.)f several clubs, Mr. Darnell is not a society or 
club man to the extent some men are, preferring the quiet asso- 
ciations of his home circle, yet he keeps in touch with general 




ROWLAND J. DARNELL, one 
of the leading lumber dealers of 
Memphis, Tenn., was Ix^rn at Free- 
dom, Owen county, Ind., Dec. 9, 
1854. When he was about eleven 
years of age, his parents removed to 
Spencer, the county seal of Owen, and 
three years later to Worthington, in 
the adjoining county of Greene. Row- 
land J. attended the common schools 
in these several towns, and later spent 
one vear at the State universitv, at 
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society through his club nieml)ership. On occasions, his home 
is thrown open to his friends, where the most cordial welcome 
and generous hospitality are extended. 

W. T. BOND, justice of the peace, 
Memphis, Tenn., is a native of Shelby 
county, Tenn., atul was lx)rn Feb. 22, 
1850. Being born ui)on a farm, he 
grew to manhood in that occupation, 
attending the common schools during 
the winter seasons, where he received 
the major part of his education. From 
early youth he manifested an interest 
in the l(X'al politics of his county, and 
this interest did not wane as he grew 
to riper years. He is always on the 
side of good government and the betterment of the l(Kal insti- 
tutions, and his pronounced opinions on certain matters led to 
liis election to the county court several years ago. As a mem- 
ber of that tribunal, whose duty it is to l(X)k after the roads, 
asylums, prisons, and other county institutions. Mr. Bond 
measured up to the full re(iuirements of his official duty, and 
in 1901 was elected chairman of the court. Ever since Ijecom- 
ing one of the court he has used his influence for the im- 
provement of all the county institutions, es[)ecially the high- 
ways and a new court house. When Shelby county made an 
appropriation for an exhibit of her products and resources at 
the Tennessee Centennial exposition, Mr. Bond was chosen 
secretary of the commission, and was given the control of the 
funds. His judicious expenditures and his judgment in the 
selection of materials for the exhibit led to his being elected to 
the chairmanship of the commission, and the display of Shelby 
county told the story of his efficiency. In 1894 he was elected 
to the office of justice of the peace. In the exercise of his 
judicial functions he demonstrate<l that he was possessed of 
•correct ideas of equity and a fine power of discrimination, so 
that in 1900 he was triumphantly re-elected. Mr. Bond is ,1 
type of the l>est class of Tennessee planters, and is in everv 
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way a gentleman. Although pronounced in his opinions, he is 
not arbitrary, willing to listen to what the other side has to 
say, and is always open to conviction. He is a member of 

the Rartlctt Methodist Ilpiscopal Qiurch South, and has for 
some time been one of the stewards of his congregation. 

WILLIAM M. KEXX}-:i)V. of the Kennedy & Murelock 
Stave Company and president of the Meclianics Savings Bank 
and Trust Company, of Menipliis. Tenn.. was lx)rn iu Gibson 
comity, of that state, six miles east of the city of Humboldt, 
Sept lo, 1852. While still in his boyhood his parents removed 
to the town of Feliciana (now extinct), Graves county, Ky., 
and there lived for four years. They then removed to Balti- 
more, Hickman county, Ky., where they lived until 1865, when 
they \\cnt t(^ Fulton, Ky. In the schools of these different 
localities Mr. Kennedy obtained a good, practical education, 
antl began his business career as a manufacturer of tight- 
Ixirrel staves at Wynne. .\rk. In 1887 the Urm of Kennedy 
& Morelock was organized, and the Inisniess carried on at 
Wynne until 1901. when it was removed to Memphis, in onler 
to take advantage of better shipping facilities. Mr. Kennedy 
is also vice-president of the Kennedy Stave and Cooperage 
Company, of Birmingham, Ala., was president two years and 
vice-president for four years of the Cross County bank, at 
Wynne; is now a director in the American Saving Bank and 
Trust Company and a member of the Memphis Business Men's 
club. In fraternal circles lie is a prominent figure, bdng a 
thirty-second degree member of the Mrisouic consistory, a 
Knight Templar and a NM)!e of tlie Mystic Shrine, and also 
a member of the Benevolent and rrotective Order of Elks. 
In religious matters, he belongs to the Christian church, in 
which he holds the nfficc <>f deacon. In hxlgc, church, club 
and the community at large, Mr. Kennedy stands well with 
his fellow-men- because of his kindly disposition, his pro- 
gressive notions, his force of character and his sterling in* 
tegrity. 
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O. M. PECK, one of the directors 
in the William R. Moore Wholesale 
Dry-Goods Company, Memphis, 
Tenn., is a native of Connecticut, hav- 
ing been born at Lynn, New London 
county, in May, 1845. He continued 
to live in his native town, attending 
the public schools, until he was about 
seventeen years of age, when he went 
to Xew York City and entered the 
employ of the firm of S. B. Qiit- 
tenden & Co., wholesale dealers in 
dry-goods. Here he remained until after tlie close of the Civil 
war, when he came South, and in 1868 landed in Memphis, as 
a salesman in the employ of the William R. Moore Dry- 
Goods Company, first in the house and afterward "on the 
road." In 1880 he became one. of the directors of the com- 
pany, and has continued in that posititjn ever since, where his 
energy, tact and ability, together with his thon)ugh knowledge 
of the dry-goods business in every department, have done 
much to j)lace the William R. Moore Company in the high i)osi- 
tion it occupies as one of the leading dry-g<x>ds firms of the 
South. Mr. Peck devotes his time to his business interests, 
does not mix in iK>litical contests, and the result of his con- 
centrated eflforts is seen in the constant growth of the firm's 
patronage, extending into new territory every year. He is a 
memljer of the Business Men's club, the Christian church and 
is a Royal .Arch Mason. .\s a memlx'r of the club, his voice 
is always on the side of progress and development of the city's 
commercial interests: in the church, he is a consistent prac- 
titioner of the doctrines taught by his denomination; and in 
his Masonic Ixxlies, he is honored and esteemed for his true 
worth as a man. 

A. W. WALTON, manager of the Gulf Cotton Compress 
Company, Memphis, Tenn.. was lx>m in Detroit, Mich., Dec. 
7. 1844. While still in his lx)yhod his parents removed to 
Chicago, where he received his e<lucation in the city scho<jIs. 
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After leaving school, he entered the service of the Chicago & 
Alton Railway Company, worked his way up to the position of 
a locomotive engineer, and ran a locomotive on that road for 
nearly tiftcen years. In J 879 he went to Rome, (ki., where 
he went into the compress business as a stockholder and man- 
ager of the compress at that [X)int. There he remained for 
twenty-two years, or until 1902, when he came to Memphis to 
accept the presidency of the Gulf Compress Company. Since 
September, 1903, he has held the position of manager, for 
which his long experience and practical turn of mind give him 
the very best of qualifications, and the results of his manage- 
ment may be seen in the voltmie of business done by the com- 
pany since he took charge. Mr. Walton takes a commendable 
interest in public affairs, though he is by no means a politician. 
While living at Rome. Ga., he served the city, both as a mem- 
ber <»f the council and as mayor. As a l^islator his voice 
and vote were always on the side <jI progress and the i>et»p!e, 
and as an executive the city ordinances were fearlessly and 
impartially enforced. He is a Knight Templar and a Xoble 
of the Mystic Shrine, in the Masonic fraternity, and in 1898 
was eminent grand commander of Georgia Knights Templars. 
He is also a member of the Episcopal church. Throughout his 
long business career Mr. Walton has had the support and 
friendship of those with whom he came in contact. l)ecanse of 
his conservative ways and genuine good-fellowshi|). It h:is 
been a maxim with him that "Whatsoever thy hands find to 
do, that do with thy might," and. whether with his hand on 
the throttle i>t a locomotive or when interested in the hti-^inrss 
of compressing cotton, he has always !.,M\en that undivided 
attention to his business that is so essential to success. 

J. W. THOMPSON, president of the J. W. Thompson 
Lumber Company, of Memphis, Tenn., is a native of the 
Hoosier* state, having been bom near * Warsaw, Kosciusko 
county, Ind., in 186 1. He was educated in the schools of Lees- 
burg, Warsaw and Terre Haute, Ind., and after leaving school 
he engaged in teaching for abont three years, having taught 
two terms while still a student. In 1883 he embarked in the 
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drug business, at Leesburg, and conducted a successful busi- 
ness until 1885, when he sold out to engage in buying and 
shipping grain. Five years later he went to Xettleton, Miss., 
where he became associated with the Nettleton Hardwood Lum- 
ber Company, and in 1891 he was made president and general 
manager of the company. In 1893 came to Memphis, as the 
junior member of the hrm of Taenzer & Thompson, dealers in 
lumber. This partnership lasted until 1898, when Mn Taenzer 
bought the entire business, and the following year the J. W. 
Thompson Lumber Company was incorporated. Mr. Thomp- 
son is also a director in the Bennett Hardwood Lumber Com- 
pany, the Goodlander-Robertson Lumber Company, of Mem- 
phis, and the Schuch-Miller Lumber Company, of Selma, Ala. 
Few men are better or more favorably known throughout the 
hnnl)er districts of the South than Mr. Thompson. In the 
course of his long career as a lumberman he has l)ought and 
sold millions of feet of lumber, every transaction having been 
marked by square dealing and a strict adherence to correct 
business principles. In the .board meetings of the several com- 
panies in which he is a director his counsel is always sought 
and generally followed, the results uniformly being of such a 
character as to mark him a man of sound judgment and fine 
disccmment of the needs of the hour. Mr. Thompson is a 
prominent Mason, having taken the thirty-second d^ee, and 
is a member of the Concatenated Order of Hoc Hoos, an order 
made up chiefly of Itunber and railroad men. 

ALBERT X. THOMPSOX, of the firm of Thonipsun & 
McClure, manufacturers of and wholesale <lealers in lumber, 
Memphis, Tenn., was born in Maury county, Tenn.. March 
19, 1861. Until he reached" his majority he lived in Maury 
and Giles counties, .where he acquired the major part of his 
education in the public schools. * His father was a lumber- 
man, and Albert grew up in the business, so that by the time 
he left .school he had a good general knowledge of the re- 
quirements of the lumber trade. In 1889 he located in Mem- 
phis, as an employe of the firm of I. M. Darnell & Son, lumber 
dealers. Here he remained until 1893, when he went with the 
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firm of Taenzer & Tliompson, which iiad just l>een organized. 
He continued with this firm until 1902, when he formed the 
partnership with Mr. McGure and engaged in business for 
himself. -Although his firm has lieen in existence for a period 
of only two years, it has come to occupy a high jx^sition in the 
lumber trade of Memphis and vicinity, owing to the enterprise 
of the men who constitute it, Thompson & McClure are by 
no means laggards in the race for business, and, when two 
hustlers combine, it is easy to figure out the result. Mr. 
Thompson is a member of the Memphis Business Men s club; 
is second vice-president of the LumlKjrmai's club, and belongs 
to the Concatenated Order of Hoo IIcx)s. Although he is in- 
terested in the progress of the city and its go<xl government, he 
does not mix in jwlitics, but votes for men who, he thinks, 
will administer the affairs of the city in the best way. 



sippi rivers, I^ing a licensed engineer from to 1SS4. most 

of the time as head engineer. In 1874 he twk up his residence 
in Memphis, an<l after he left off steamlx^ating opened a retail 
store, with a st«-)ck of general merchandise. He continued in 
this line until i8<>4. when he was clecte<l magistrate for a term 
of six yejirs. and in 1000 was chosen for a second tenn. Mr. 
Davis is also coroner of .Shelby county, and is now on his third 
term. In 1898 he was appointed by Mayor J. J. Williams to 
the office of city recorder. In all these several positions Mr. 
Davis has evinced rare tact and ability in the discharge of his 




FRANK \V. DAMS, city recorder 
of Memphis, Tenn., and justice of the 
peace for the fourteenth <listrict of 
Shelby county, was Iwrn at Wheeling. 
W. \'a., in the year 1855. When he 
was about twelve years of age he 
went to l^vansville, Ind., where he 
attended .sclux»l for eighteen months, 
at the end of which time he went *'on 
the river." and for the next sixteen 
years he was employed in the steam- 
lK>at trade of the Ohio and Missis- 
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official duties. Careful, consdentious and prompt in discharg- 
ing them, he has won the approbation of his fellow-men and 
enlarged the number of his friends by his fidelity and capability. 
Mr. Davis is well known in Mcmi>1ii- fratcrn:!] circles, l^eing a 
prominent member of the Independent (Jrder of Odd Fel- 
lows. Benevolciit and Protective Order of Elks, Imputed 
Order of Red Men and president of the Marine Engineers. 
In all these societies he is a welcome attendant at the lodge 
meetings, and is widdy known for his brotherly charity and 
good-fellowship. He affiliates with the Methodist Episcopal 
church and is a liberal contribultOT to its support. 

N. T. INGRAM, justice of the peace for the fifteenth dis- 
trict of Shelby county, Tenn., with offices in the city of Mem- 
phis, was l»m in McXairy c<Mmty. Tenn., in 1841. \\1icn he 
was al>i)ut three years of age his parents removed to the Indian 
Nation, as the State of Arkansas was then called, and there 
he grew to manlnHMj. In April, 1861. he eidisted in Company 
A, First Arkansas mounted infantry, as a private, and the 
following autumn was dcftailed as a courier to Gen. Ben Mc- 
Cullough, and served as such until McCuUough was kilted at 
the Elkhom Tavern, and Mr. Ingram was wounded and cap- 
tured. The second night he managed to escape, and after five 
days of starvation and hardships in the mountains he rejoined 
his command on the Arkansas river. He was again wounded 
at Richmond, Ky., and for eight months was laid np at Rome, 
*Ga., where he was appointed provost nnrshal on his recovery. 
After three months' service in this iK)sition he resigned, on 
account of his continued ill-health, and came to Memphis in 
October, 1863. Soon afterward he started in the grocery busi- 
ness on a small scale at Covington, Tenn., but the depredations 
of the "jay hawkers" drove him out of business. Mr. Ingram 
then returned to his old home in Arkansas, raised a crop of 
cotton, and in December, 1866, came to Memphis to stay. In 
1873 he was appointed deputy sheriff of Shelby county, and 
ser\ed two years; was then dected constable f the thirteenth 
civil district for a term of two years; was three times re-elected, 
serving in all eight years; then spent a year on the farm; was 

11-17 



Digitized by Google 



258 



NOTABLE MEX OF TENNESSEE 



chosen deputy sheriff again and served until 1886; resigned 
to take up the study of law, and in 1888 was admitted to the 
bar. In August. 1901, he was elected justice of the peace, 
which office he still holds. As a justice, he has tlie respect 
of the l>ar and the confidence of the public. He is a member 
of the Third Presbyterian church, of Memphis, and in his 
decisions he tempers the rigors of stern justice with the 
charities of Christianity. Mr. Ingram is a fine type of the 
Ime Southern gentlanan. He has in his make-up something of 
the aristocracy of the old ante-bellum days, coupled with high 
ideals, and the progressive notions of the dawn of the twen- 
tieth century. 

EDWARD HUNTER, who for a 
numljer of years was intimately con- 
nected with the mercantile interests of 
Memphis. Tenn., until his temporary 
retirement in January, 1904. was born 
in the city of Nashville. Tenn., in 
1856. His primary education was 
obtained in the jmblic schools of his 
native city, after whidi he entered the 
CumI>crhMi<l university. Lebanon. 
Tenn., and graduated from that insti- 
tution in 1875. He began his busi- 
ness career as a clerk in the etnploy of one of Nashville's 
leading mercantile establishments, where he remained until 
1878, when he came to Memphis, and during the next seven 
years was engaged in clerking in vari«)us retail houses. In 
1885 Mr. Hunter started in business for himself, in a modest 
way at first, handling only dry-goods. Tlie business gradually 
grew, owing to his fine judgment and good taste in the .selec- 
tion of his stock, until the firm of E<lward Hunter & Co. be- 
came one of the l)est-known department stores in Western 
Tennessee. At the time he retired from the management of 
the business, in January. 1904. the hou.se employed over 200 
people and occupied the large, six-story building at the corner 
of Main and Court .streets, handling everything in the way of 
wearing apparel and house-fumishing gootls. and doing a busi- 
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ncss of $1,000,000 annually. The rapid growth of the business 
and the high standing of the fimi were chiefly due to Mr. 
Hunter's sagacity and the reputation he early established for 
fair dealing. It was freciuently said: **A child can do as well 
at Hunter's as a grown person." Even since his retirement 
from the firm he feels a just and pardonable pride in the great 
establishment that he foundetl, and is as jealous of fts reputa- 
tion as when he was actively connected with it. Mr. Hunter 
is a meml>er of the First Metho<Iist Episcopal church, of Mem- 
phis, and l)elongs to the Business Men's club. In the first, 
he is interested in the charitable work of his religious denomi- 
nation, and in the second in the growth and progress of Mem- 
phis. 

E. B. CAUSEY, president of the 
DeSoto Luml)er Ctmipany. Memphis, 
Tenn., is a fair representative of that 
younger class of business men who 
ha\e ilone so much in recent years for 
the development of the resources of 
the New South. He was born at 
Corinth, Miss., Jan. 16, 1867. and 
was there reared and educated. Shortly 
after he attained his majority, he en- 
tered the service of the Lee Luml)er 
Conifxiny, of Memphis, and remained 
with that concern until 1899, during which period he learned 
the lumber business from start to finish. In i8<)9 he l)ecame 
associated with Cliarles I). Wales in the establishment and in- 
coriK>ration of the DeSoto Luml)cr Company, though it was 
not incorjx^rated until March, 1902, with Mr. Causey as presi- 
dent and Mr. Wales as vice-president. Since then the com- 
pany has been an important factor in the lumber trade of the 
South, particularly of Memphis and the immediate vicinity. 
In building up the trade, Mr. Causey has employed modern 
methods to advertise his business, and the DeSoto company 
is one of the most progressive corporations of Western Ten- 
nessee. Mr. Cau.sey is a member of the Business Men's club, 
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to which so many of the substantial citizens of Menipliis be- 
long, and always stands ready to aid in any worthy movement 
having for its object the promotion of the commercial, moral 
and industrial interests of the city. In church matters, he is 
a menil)er of the Central Methodist Episcopal church, to the 
work of which he is a lil>eral contributor. 

^r^^^ !<■ FRIEDEL, head of the firm 

^^■■■m^^ of p. R. Friedel & Company, lunit>er 

^ ^^^A dealers, of Memphis, Tenn., was born 
H^^^^ Cofjenhagen, Denmark, March 

■ 3. 1845. W hen he was eleven years 
fi^ of age, he came with his father and 

two of his brothers to the United 
^^^^^^B,* States, landing in Philadelphia, April 

^ 13, 1856, going from there to New 

^^Hk'^^^^^^ York; a year later the father went to 
^^^^^ Parkersburg, \V. Va., and became 

proprietor of the Parkersburg Mineral 
Wells. In i860 they all came to Memphis and embarked in 
the stave business, just across the river, in the State of Ar- 
kansas. They had only fairly started when the war broke 
out, and the business was broken up. The father then en- 
gaged in running a distillery for a time, but with indifferent 
success, owing to the unsettled condition of the country, while 
P. R. Friedel found employment in a steamlx)at carpenter shop, 
where he remained for four years. He then went to Helena, 
Ark., and clerked in a store alx>ut one year, when he returned 
to his old place in the carpenter shop. In 1873 he went to 
work for Williams & Co., luml>er dealers, composed of W. A. 
Williams and B. K. Plain, and was with them until 1885. being 
in full charge of their mill, yard and l)ox shop. In 1885 he 
startefl in business with C. F. Rcdcr. the firm being Friedel, 
Re<ler & Co. In 1893 the firm of P. K. Friedel & Co. was 
established, his son, George O., l>eing taken into partnership 
and later W. R. Friedel was admitted. Mr. Friedel has been 
actively identified with the building trades of Memphis for 
many years. For a long time he was treasurer and vice-presi- 
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dent of the old Memphis Lumber exchange, and when it was 
merged into the Builders' exchange, he became treasurer of the 
latter organization. From 1901 to 1904 he was a member of 
the Memphis board of education, and was imisidered one of 
the ablest and most practical men on the boar<l. He is a thirty- 
second degree Mason, a KnijE^^ht Templar and a Xobic of the 
Mvstic Shrine; also belongs to tlie Tndeiiciidcnt Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Concatenated Order uf Hck) H(«is. tlic Knights 
of Honor and Knights and I^adies of Honor, in which he is 
trcasuier of Rose lodge; the Business Men's club and St. 
Mary's Episcopal cathedral, of which he is an officer. Mr, 
Friedel and his sons are fine examples of the citizenry and the 
social and commercial life of Memphis. 

CHARLES S. COOK, president of the J. F. Frank Whole- 
sale Grocery Company, Memphis, Tenn., is a native of the 
Keystone state and was born in the year 1832. While still 
an infant, his parents removed to Parknian, ().. and there he 
grew to manhood, ohtaining his e<hication in tlie [)ublic sch(X>ls 
of tliat town. In lie came to Mempliis, wliere he found 

employment in a grocery store. His industry' and wiHingness 
to learn soon placed him in possession of a knowledge of the 
details of the business, and in i860 he formed a partner^ip 
and started a wholesale grocery house, in which he was suc- 
cessfully engaged until the war broke oilt. After the war, he 
returned to Mem[diis and worked in a wholesale grocery for 
about eighteen months, at the end of which time he became 
associated with the J. F. Frank Company, and has been with 
that company ever since. When the fimi was incorporated, in 
January, iqoj^. Mr. Cook was clecterl president, and continues 
as tile executive head of the concern. "Mr. Co«^k." said one 
of his many friends, "is a tip-top gixxl-fellow — straight as a 
string, with a character above reproach, a jntnlel citizen and a 
fine business man.** This tells the story of his business career 
in Memphis. For almost half a century he has been identified 
with the mercantile life of the city, and during that long 
period he has ever kept the standard and reputation of his 
house well to the front among the substantial firms of the 
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South. Tlie happiness of Mr. Cook's domestic hfe was broken 
in 1878 by the death of his companion, and since that time he 
has been a widower. 

JAMES L. MINOR, M. D., an 
eminent si)eciahst in diseases of the 
eye and car, Memphis, Tenn., was 
born in Stafford county, Va., Oct. 14, 
1854. He attended schools at Green- 
w<3od and at Lynclilnirg, Va., and in 
1876 received his degree of M. D. 
from the medical department of the 
University of Virginia. For the year 
immediately following his graduation 
he was house surgeon at St. Peter's 
hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., and for 
the next two years was house surgeon at the Eye and Ear 
hospital, in the same city. Then for six years he was assistant 
surgeon to the New York Eye and Ear hospital, the last three 
of which he was also its pathologist. During the same period 
of six years he was associated with Prof. H. D. Noyes. pro- 
fessor of diseases of the eye and ear in the Bellevue Ho.spital 
Medical college. He was attending surgeon to the New York 
City hospitals on Randall's Island from 1881 to 1884. In 1885 
he came to Memphis, where he has established a reputation as a 
specialist in diseases of the eye and ear that extends all over 
the South. Doctor Minor is a member of the American 
Medical association, the State Me<1ical association of Tennes- 
.<;ee. the West Tennessee Medical .society, the medical societies 
of Memphis and Shelby county, the American Ophthalmolog- 
ical society, and is an honorary member of the Mississippi State 
Medical association. For the past five years he has been pro- 
fessor of physiology in the Memphis Hospital Medical col- 
lege. Few physicians are better equipped, either in scientific 
appliances or technical knowledge and skill, than is Doctor 
Minor. He keeps fully abreast of the march of medical .science, 
and if there is a l^etter way he is one of the first to learn 
of it. Outside of his profe.ssion, as well as in it, he is one 
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of the most companionable of men» as may be seen when it is 
stated that he is a member of the Qiidcasaw club, the Wa- 
poneca Outing and Hunting club, the Big Lake Hunting club 
and the Hatchie G>on, Gun and Fishing club, of which he is 
vice-president. 

W. R. STEWART, cashier of the Memphis Trust Com- 
pany, was [xjrn at Maysville, Madison county, Ala., in the 
year 1835. There he obtained his primary education in the 
public schools, and then entered the Cumberland university, 
at Lebanon, Tenn., but at the end of the sophomore year left 
the university to accept a position with a wholesale dry-goods 
house in the city of Nashville. After two years in the dry- 
goods business, he came to Memphis. That was in the spring 
of 1858, and since that time he has been a part of the w-arp 
and woof of the business life of the city. For aixnit three years 
he was employed as l>j«jkkeeper, and at the breaking out of 
the war he w as the assistant ix>stniaster of Memphis. In 1864 
he enlisted in Forrest's cavalry, as a private, and served until 
the end of the war, surrendering at Greensboro, Ala. Dur- 
ing the time of his military service he was at the battle of 
Harrisburg, Tenn., and at Athens, Ala., was wounded in bcith 
legs. After the war, he came bade to Memphis and resumed 
his old occupation of bookkeeper, with the firm of Pickett, 
Wormeley & Co., cotton factors. Later he became connected 
with the banking houses of the city, and since the spring of 
1873 ''^s been general bookkeeper or assistant casliier in the 
Union and Planters' bank and the National Bank of Com- 
merce. In January. i*>oo. he was elected cashier of tlie Mem- 
phis Trust Company, and has held the position ever since. S, 
P. Read, president of the Union and Planters' bank, says of 
Mr. Stewait: "I have known him for forty-five years. He 
was general booldceeper of the Union and Planters' bank for 
fourteen years while I was cashier. There, as elsewhere, he 
proved himself an expert accountant and a highly honorable 
man." Mr. Stewart is a member of the Idlewild Presbyterian 
church, and was for twenty-five years one of the stewards in 
the Court Street Cumberland Presbyterian church. . 
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ANTHONY WALSH, president 
of the North Memphis Savings bank 
and junior member of the firm of 
John T. Walsh & Bro., was born in 
Cook county. 111., almost within the 
Chicago city limits, April 29, 1856. 
When he was about four years of age 
he came witli his parents to Memphis, 
where he was reared and educated in 
the public schools. In 1869 he com- 
menced clerking in a Memphis gro- 
cery, and continued in this occupation 
until 1877. when he formed the partnership with his brother 
that has since developed into the widely known firm men- 
tioned at the head of this sketch. Of the firm it has been 
said: "Tliis immense business is a monument to the persever- 
ance, push and integrity of two honored Memphis citizens who 
started at the foot of the ladder and made their way to the 
top by purely legitimate means," Anthony Walsh has been 
prominently identified with the politics of Memphis and Shelby 
county, as well as the state. In 1893 he was elected to the 
office of councilman, and while in that office he was a con- 
spicuous figiue in the discussion of all large public matters 
touching the city's welfare, always showing an intelligent com- 
prdiension of the subject and a sincere regard for the interests 
of his constituents. R. A. Speed, a prominent ci")unty oflficiaU 
says of Mr. Walsh: "I consider him an astute politician and 
a fine political manager. He is a g<x>d judge of men, has 
a character alK)ve reproach; is temperate in his habits, and 
thoroughly reliable." This encomium is a fitting tribute to the 
character and ability of one whose whole life, with the excep- 
tion of a few years of early childlKMxl. has l)een passed in Mem- 
phis, where he and his brother built up a business that prac- 
tically controlled the grocery and provision tnide of a large 
section of the city and extended their dealings in cotton as 
far as wagon travel would permit the hauling of gf>ods, and 
who is n(nv at the he;ul of one of the substantial financial 
institutions of the city. Notwithstanding his activity in poll- 
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tics, Mr. W alsh has never sought public office, his election to 
the council coming to him without solicitation. He is a mem- 
ber of the Catholic church, and he and his brother live in 
one of the handsomest residences in North Memphis, where 
they enjoy the friendship of a large circle of neighbors and ac- 
quaintances. 

W. W. TAYLOR, M. D., a popular 
and successful physician of Memphis. 
Tenn., was born in Haywood county, 
of that state, June 13, 1854, and lived 
in that county until he was thirty 
years of age. He was educated in the 
schools of Brownsville. Tenn., and 
Huntsville, Ala., and in 1873 gradu- 
ated from the Emory and Henry col- 
lege of Virginia. He then entered 
the Bellevue Hospital Medical college, 
of New York, and graduated from 
thai institution in 1876. Returning to his native county, he 
l>egan the practice of his profession at Brownsville, where he 
soon acquired a high standing in the profession and built up a 
successful business. In 1884 he came to Memphis, and for the 
last twenty yenrs has l)een a practitioner in this city. Doctor 
Taylor is a firm lx?liever in the efficacy of organization for 
the purposes of friendly intercourse and mutual advancement. 
He is therefore a meml)er of the American Medical association, 
the Tennessee State Medical association, the Tri-State Medical 
association, the Southern Surgical and Gynecological society 
and the me<lical societies of Memphis and Shelby county. In 
all these iKulies he is an influence for progress and improve- 
ment along right lines, always keeping in view the nobility 
of his chosen calling, and reniem?)cring that the chief province 
of the physician is to relieve suffering humanity. Doctor Tay- 
lor is gynecologist at St. Joseph's hospital and the Mem[)his 
City hospital. In this branch of me<licine he is recognized as 
one of the best in W'estern Tennessee. an<l his ap|K>intment to 
these positions was but a fitting tribute to his established 
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ability. His results in abdominal and gynecological surgery 
will compare favorably with those of the best operators in the 
South. Outside of his profession, Doctor Taylor is a genial, 
companionable gentleman. While he takes a commendable in- 
terest in public matters, he is not a politician, preferrini^ to 
give his time and talents to his profession. He is a meml)er of 
the Methodist Mi)isci>pal church, and is one of the honored and 
respected citizens of Memphis. 

ROBERT G. HENDERSON, M. D., an eminent physician 
and surgeon, of Memphis, Tenn., was bom in that city in 1875, 
and is (me of the younger school of physicians. After the 
regular course in the cit)- schools, he attended the Hampden- 
Sidney college, at Farniville, Va., for three years, and grad- 
uated from the Memphis Hospital Medical college in 1899. 
Since his graduation he has taken post-graduate cnurses at the 
Bellevue hospital, the R(X)sevelt hospital and the College of 
Physicians aiul Surgeons, of New York. Doctor Henderson 
has ser\ cd as an interne in the Memphis City hospital ; as 
house surgeon in the New York Skin and Cancer hospital; 
and is now an instructor in skin diseases in the Memphis Hos- 
pital Medical college. He is a member of the Memphis Medical 
society, the Shelby County Medical society, the Tri-State 
Medical association, the Mississippi Valley Medical association, 
the American Medical association and the Roentgen-Ray asso- 
ciation of America. He is a member of the staff in lx3th the 
City and St. Joseph's hospitals, of Memphis, and is looked 
upon as one of the coming physicians of Western Tennessee. 
Doctor Henderson is a close student of matters pertaining to 
his profession, has a laudiihle ambition to he near the top, and 
what he lacks in age and experience he makes up by persever- 
ance, earnestness and a high degree of technical skill. He is 
a member of the Chickasaw club and of the Presl^erian 
church. In the club, he is hailed as a good-fetlow, one whose 
society is always to be sought; and in the church, he is a con- 
sistent practitioner of the precepts of his religion and a man 
of high moral ideals. 
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W. T. MICHIE. M. D., one of the eminent physicians of 
Memphis, Tenn., was bom in Albemarle county, Va., in the 
year 1872. While still in his boyhood, his parents removed to 

Lawrence county, Ala., near Towm Creek, and lived there a 
short time, after which they nitttmed to Virginia, locating 
near Charlottesville. In the.se migrations Doctor Michic at- 
tended the oniiiion schools in the several localities where his 
family lived, and in 1897 ^^'^s graduated in medicine from 
the University of Virginia. He then sjKiit some time in the 
hospitals o£ Washington and Xew York, making a special 
Study of the diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. In 1899 
he went to Europe for the same purpose, and after a year in 
the hospitals of Vienna, Prague and London, returned to the 
United States, locating at Memphis in the month of November, 
1900. Doctor Michie's thorough preparation soon manifested 
its re^ts in his practice, and he has won a high place in the 
profession by his skilful treatment of «)me very difficult cases. 
He is a member of the American, the Tri-State and the Ten- 
nessee State Medical associations, and the medical societies of 
Memphis and Shelby county. In all these societies he is in- 
terested in promoting the interests of tiie medical profession, 
and of establishing the most friendly relations among the 
physicians of the country. Although a resident of Memphis 
less than five years, he is one of the best known and most 
popular physicians in the city, and, as he is still a young man, 
it is highly probable that the future holds in store for him still 
greater honors and a higher position in his noble and humane 
calling. In the social and religious life of Memphis. Doctor 
Michic is a member of the Chickasaw club and the Episcopal 
church. 

REV. F. P. DAVENPORT, rector of Calvary cliurch, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., was bom in Troy, N. Y., in 1853. After attend- 
ing the public sdiools of Troy and New York City, he entered 
St. Stephen's college, Annandale, N. Y., and graduated from 
that institution in 1873. He then took a three years* course 
in the General Theological seminary, New York, and grad- 
uated in 1876. Upon leaving school, he did missionary work 



Digitized by Google j 



268 NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 

for some time in Middle Tennessee, and was then called to 
the rectorship of St. Barnabas' church, at Tullahoma, Tenn. In 
1 88 1 he accepted the rectorship of the Quirch of the Redeemer, 
at Cairo. III., a position he filled with marked ability and suc- 
cess for ten years. In Deceml)er, 1891, he came to Memphis, 
as the rector of Calvary churdi, and under his ministrations 
the congregation has grown, the church has prospered, and 
the cause of the Master has been upheld at all times. Few 
Episcopal ministers in the South are more widely or favorably 
known than Doctor Davenport. His fine scholarship, his kindly 
nature and his ripe experience ([ualify him for the duties of 
his divine calling. In the pulpit, he is a happy and effective 
speaker; at the marriage altar, he is ready with words of ad- 
vice aprojK)s to the situation ; and at the tomb, he is ecjually 
appropriate with his words of consolation. Doctor Davenport 
is a prominent member of the time-honored Masonic fraternity. 
He has served as high priest of Cairo chapter No. 71. Royal 
Arch Masons; eminent commander of Cairo commandery No. 
13. Knights Templars, and in 1891 he was grand chaplain of 
the Grand Lodge of the Stiite of Illinois. 

XEWTOX C. PERKIXS, of the 
firm <jf \. C. Perkins & Co.. cotton 
factors. Memphis, Tenn., is a native 
of Shelby county, his birthplace now 
beitig within the city limits of Mem- 
phis, though at the time of his birth, 
Ian. 31. 1865, it was on a farm near 
the city. Tlie first eighteen years of 
his life were uneventful, much of the 
time being passed in attending the 
sch(K»ls of his native county or at 
Franklin. Tenn. At the age of 
eighteen he took a position as assistant l)ookkecpcr in an in- 
.Mirance office. After two years in this place he returned to 
the firm, and remained there imtil i8<)0. when he became secre- 
tar>' of the Farmers' exchange (now extinct), and continued 
to act in that capacity for about three years. During the wititer 
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of 1894 he was empbyed in settling; up the business of the 
Feideral Building and Loan association, which at that time 
went into liquidation. In January, 1895, Mr. Perkins formed 
a partnership, the firm being Brown & Perkins, with a view 
of engfag-ing in the business of cotton factors. IVoni tlie first 
the venture was successful, and the finn of Brown & Perkins 
iioon l)ecame well and favorably known throughout the "Cot- 
ton iielt." In March, 1903. Mr. Brown withdrew from the 
finn, which then took the name of X. C. Perkins & Co. The 
-success of the firm is due in a large measure to the early train- 
ing and inherent business ability and .tact of Mr. Perkins. 
Careful and conservative, yet quick to see the advantages of 
a situation, a close student of markets and conditions, both at 
home and abroad, Mr. Perkins is entitled to a high place 
among the progressive business men of Memphis. He is a 
memher of the Cotton exchange, the Tennessee club, the Driv- 
ing club and the Country club. 

GEORGE .\. COOKS, M. D., one of the eminent homeo- 
pathic physicians of Western Tennessee, with residence and 
citkse in the city of Memphis, was bom at Indianapolis, Ind.. 
in August, 1866. His literary education was obtained in the 
schools of that city, after which he entered the medical depart- 
ment of the Arkansas Industrial university and graduated in 
1S86. He then went to Chicag ) and took a course in the 
Homeopathic Medical college of that city, receiving the degree 
of M. D. in 1S94. Two years Liter he located in Memphis, 
where he lias |)racticed ever since. Altliough a young man, 
Doctor Coors has a large practice, and has proven himself 
eminently successful in the treatment of diseases. Primarily 
a homeopathist. he untlerstands the theory of all medical 
schools, and is libera! enough to accept that which is good in 
each. Possessed of a high d^ee of technical skill, his pro- 
fessional education being of the very best, kindly and sympa- 
thetic by nature, gentle with his patients and affaUe in his man- 
ner, his popularity as a man and a physician is not at all sur- 
prising. The success of past years is hut the forerunner of 
still greater prominence in his profession in the future. Out- 
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side of his profession, Doctor Coors is generally hailed as a 
g(KKl-fello\v — one who loves to indulge in healthful recrea- 
tion and pastime; hence he is one of the most popular mem- 
bers of the Jockey club. 

WILLIAM B. SANFORD, M. D., 
of Memphis, Tenn., was born in Tus- 
cumbia. Ala.. June 2, 1851, but while 
still in his infancy his parents removed 
l<> Ripley, Miss., where he was reared 
and received his primary education. 
When General Villipigiie retreated 
from Fort Pillow young Sanford. then 
hut eleven years of age, took his 
mother's team and wagon to haul 
knapsacks and other supplies for the 
letrealing troops. an<l with his brother, 
John \\'.. who was but two years his senior, furnished in- 
formation to (ieneral \'an Dorn's scouts that led to the destruc- 
tion of the h'ederal stores at Holly Springs. Miss., and the 
retreat of General Grant to Memi>his. After the war. Doctor 
Sanford attended the Mississippi college, at Clinton, and grad- 
uated fr(»ni the mcdicil department of X'anderbilt university 
in 1873. Since then he has taken p<\st-gra<luate courses in the 
cities of New York, Chicago, New Orle.ms and Toronto, 
Canada. F.eginning practice in the State of Mississippi, he 
so<in attained an enviable reputation as a physician. For ten 
years he was chief health officer of Alcorn county. Miss., and 
was also during that period physician to the county jwor and 
insane; surgeon for the Memphis & Cliarleston railroad; mem- 
ber of the state lx>ard of health for thirteen years; vice-presi- 
dent of the Mississippi Medical association; twice a delegate 
to the American Medical association, and surge(.)n-in-chief to 
the North Mississippi Medical and Surgical infirmary'. In 
1894 he came to Memphis, as surgeon of the Memphis Car 
and Foundry Works, and upon the close of that company's 
affairs opened a sanitaritmi for surgical and gynecological cases. 
For some time Dtxtor Sanford was profes.sor of materia medica 
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in the Memphis Hospital Medical college; is a member of the 
Mississippi State Medical association, in which he has held 
all the offices; member of the medical societies of Memphis 
and Shelby county, the Mississippi Valley Medical association, 
the American Medical association, the Tennessee Medical asso- 
ciation and the Tri-State Medical society. Doctor Sanford 
was married, in 1876, to Miss Maggie Mitchell, of Oxford, 
Miss., and one son, Ur. H. B. Sanford, a graduate of the 
Memphis Hospital Medical college, an interne of the St. Louis 
City hospital and a.ssistant 'surgeon in the Memphis Marine 
hospital, is now an assistant to his father in the sanitarium. 

WILLIAM T. BLACK, M. D., a 
^)romising young physician and sur- 
geon of Memphis, Tenn., was l>orn at 
Stanton De|K)t, Haywood county, 
Tenn., Jan. 13, 1875. After an aca- 
demic education, he entered the Mem- 
phis Hospital Medical college, and 
graduated in 1898. Since then he 
has attended clinics in New York and 
Cliicago, and now holds the positions 
of quiz master, assistant demonstrator 
of anatomy and clinical instructor in 
medicine m the Memphis Hospital Medical college. Doctor 
Black is a meml)er of the American Medical association, the 
State Medical Ass(x:iation of Tennessee, the Mississippi Valley 
Medical ass<Kiation. the Tri-State Medical association and the 
medical societies of Memphis and Shelby county. He has 
served as temjxirary acting assistant surgeon of the United 
States public health and marine hospital service, and is now 
visiting physician to the Memphis City hosf)ital. In the six 
years of his professional life, he has attained a high degree of 
skill and has a reputation as a physician that many older doc- 
tors might envy. Doctor Black has learned that there is no 
royal road to learning, and he is therefore a diligent student 
of the things necessary for the progressive physician to know, 
with a courage to apply his knowledge to the exigencies that 
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arise in his growing practice. In fraternal circles D(Xtor Black 
is well known, being a member of the Masonic fraternity, a 
thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason, the In(lei>en{lent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Ancient Order of United W ork- 
men, the .\merican Guild and the Knights of the Maccal)ees. 
He takes a commendable pride in the affairs of Memphis, and 
is a member of the Business Men's and Qiickasaw clubs. He 
is also a meml>er of the First Methodist Episcopal church, of 
Memphis, to which he is a liberal contributor. 

R. F. CRESOX, a well-known con- 
tractor and builder, of Memphis. 
Tenn.. is one of tlu>se strong, self- 
reliant men who are the architects of 
their own fortunes. He was born at 
Murfreeslx)ro, Tenn., .April 9, 1X57. 
\\ hen he was about nine years of age 
his mother removed to Gibson county, 
IcKating near Trenton. Here the sub- 
ject of this sketch secured a good, 
practical education in the schools of 
Yorkville, which is in the same 
county, employing his vacations in learning the carpenter's 
trade and in assisting to support his mother's family. In 1890 
he came to Memphis, where he has plied his trade ever since. 
Shortly after coming to the city, he determined to engage in 
contracting for himself, and since then some of the finest build- 
ings in Memphis have Ixien erected under his supervision. 
Naturally a fine mechanic, with good taste in the selection of 
materials and designs, and thoroughly honest, his patrons feel 
confident that they are getting the best in the market and 
just what the contract calls for. The standing of Mr. Creson 
among his fellow-builders may Ix? seen when it is stated that 
he is the president of the Memphis Builders* e.xchange, an 
organization comp<">seil of the master builders and dealers in 
building materials. To be called to the presitlency of this body 
is an honor that is not likely to fall upon one unworthy, and 
the selection of Mr. Creson for this ofticc was a fitting recogni- 
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tion of his mechanical skill, his business ability and his spot- 
less integrity. The chief aim in life with Mr. Creson is to build 
houses in a little bit better way than they have been hereto- 
fore constructed. In the exercise of his talents in this direc- 
tion he has no time for the turmi)il of politics, although he 
lakes a commendable interest in public questions. He is a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and con- 
sistently applies the tenets of his faith to his daily conduct. 

HENRY E. HUTCHENS, super- 




intendent of the Northern Alabama 
railroad and the Memphis division of 
the Southern railway, with headquar- 
ters at Memphis, Tenn., is a fine 
example of what energy' and deter- 
mination can accomplish in the rail- 
road world. He was Ix^rn at Indian 
Springs. Ga., in i860, but while in 
his infancy his parents removed to 
Union Point, in the same state. Com- 



pelled by circumstances to leave school 
at the age of thirteen years, he went to work for the (Georgia 
railway, as telegraph (>{)erator at Barnett. having learned that 
art, and at the time he l)eg^n his professional career he was 
the youngest telegraph operator in the United States. After 
a year at Barnett, he went to Thomson, Ga., as manager of 
the telegraph office for a year. During the next few months 
he was employed at Covington, Ga.. and then, leaving the 
Georgia railroad, went to work as operator and clerk in the 
office of the Atlantic & (iulf railroad, at V'aldosta. (ja. In Sep- 
temljer, 1875, opened the first railroad telegraph office in 
Thomasville, Ga., and remained there a year, when he went 
to Savannah and took service with the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, remaining with that corp<^ration until 1882. 
He then entered the employ of the Savannah. Florida & 
Western, and remained with that road in various capacities 
in the traffic and transportation departments until i8</). when 
lie went to .Atlanta as yardmaster ior the Central of (leorgia. 

11-18 
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His next move was to accept a position as assistant superin- 
tendent of the Atlantic & Danville railway, with offices at Nor- 
folk, Va., and in August,' 1899, he was made superintendent 
of the Norfolk division of the Southern railway. In January, 
1901, Mr. Hutchens was called to the superintendency of 
the Northern Alabama and the Memphis division of the 
Southern, and came to Memphis. In all this successful career, 
Mr. Hutchens has never received promotion through favorit- 
ism, or through fraternal relations with his superiors. He be- 
longs to no church, club or secret order; hence his rise in rail- 
road circles has been entirely due to his merits. His record 
is one of which any one might justly feel proud, and, as he 
is by no means an old man, it is quite likely that the future 
holds positions of greater honor and responsibility. 



year; then the Jeflferson Medical college, of Pliiladefphia, and 
graduatetl from the Belle\'ue Hospital Medical college, of New 
York, in 1870. For a year after his graduation, he was first 
interne in the Jersey City Charity hospital ; came to Memphis 
in 1871 ; then spent some time abroad, studying in the medical 
centers of Europe; came back to Memphis in Octoljer. 1873, 
and has established a large practice there; has l>een professor 
of the theory and practice of medicine in the Memphis Hos- 
pital Medical college ever since the institution opened its doors, 
in 1880; consulting physician to St. Joseph's hospital, and sur- 
geon to the rectal department. With this kind of a father^ 




D. M. HENNING. M. D., one of 
the most noted of the younger physi- 
cians of Memphis, Tenn., was born 
in that city. Oct. 15. 1875. His 
father, Dr. B. G. Heiuiing, is one of 
the most prominent physicians in the 
South. Born at Durhamville, Lauder- 
dale county, Tenn., Oct. 16, 1849, he 
attended the public schools there; took 
a high school course at Covington, 
Tenn. ; attended the Columbian uni- 
versity. Washington, D. C, for a 
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it is not surprising that the son has attained a high position 
in the profession. He was graduated, in 1896, from the Phil- 
• lips academy, at Exeter, X. H., and in 1900 received the de- 
gree of M. D. from the Memphis Hospital Medical college. 
Not content with this, he went to New York, and in 1902 
graduated from the College of Physicians and Surgeons there. 
He is now the quiz master on practice of medicine in the 
Memphis Hospital Medical college, assistant to the chair of 
gynecology, clinical assistant of rectal disea.ses, and is assistant 
demonstrator of operative surgery. He is also one of the 
stafT of St. Joseph's hospital, his specialty being rectal diseases. 
He is a member of the American, the Mississippi Valley, the 
Tri-State and the Tennessee Medical associations, and the 
medical societies of Memphis and Shelby county. Both father 
and son are prominent figures in the social and fraternal life 
of Memphis, the former being a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men, the Masonic fraternity, and the First Methodist Episcopal 
church, in which he is one of the trustees, and the latter be- 
longs to the Cliickasaw club, Menasha Outing club and the 
First Methodist Episcopal church. 



Leaving school at the age of .seventeen years, he went to work 
in a drug store at Collierville, and was thus employed for 
three years. He then went into the general store of \V. H. 
Irby, at the same place, and at the end of two years bought 




FLETCHER M. GILL! LAND, of 
the Irby & GilUland Company, dealers 
in queens ware, glassware, etc.. Mem- 
phis. Tenn., is a native of Missis- 
sippi, having been born at Mount 
JMeasant, Marshall county, July 5, 
i86r. About a year after the war, 
the family removed to DeSoto county, 
of the same state. There Fletcher 
Ijegan his schooling, but finished it at 
Collierville, Shelby county. Tenn., 
where the family removed in 1872. 
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a half-interest in the business. In 1891 the firm came to Mem- 
phis and went into the queensware, glass and wcxxlenware 
trade, and on Jan. i, 1904, it was incorporated as the Irhy & 
Giliiland Company. The stock of the company is well selected, 
and a general assortment of the goods handle<l by such houses 
• is always kqjt on hand. Tliis, with the courteous reception 
assured the visitor to their salesrooms, has built up a large 
patronage and placed the Irby & Giliiland Company among 
the substantial mercantile concerns of Memphis. Mr. Giliiland 
is one of those progressive and ambitious merchants who are 
never satisfied with the positive or comparative degree— only 
the very best is go<xl enough for him and his customers. He 
is a prominent meml>er of the Masonic fraternity and of the 
Central Metlunlist Episcopal church, where he is chairman of 
the board of stewards. 

FRANK SMITH, general super- 
intendent of the street railway lines, 
Memphis. Tcnn., is a native of Xew 
^'ork state, having Ix-cn lx)rn at Sara- 
toga Springs, in Octol)er. 1864. W hen 
about ten or twelve years old, he went 
to Moline. 111., where he learned the 
]>Iacksmith trade and worketl at it for 
three years. He then t(K)k up the 
study of .stenography, and l)ecame so 
proficient in it that he served for some 
time as court reporter for Rock Island 
county. He then entered the office of the sufwrintcndcnt of 
the St. Louis division of the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy 
railroad, at St. Louis, and remained in that p<.>sition for about 
a year, at the end of which time he went to Ottumwa, la., as 
chief clerk for the superintendent of that division, .\lxnit 
three years later, he was promoted to the position of assistant 
to the superintendent of the C. B. & Q. lines, with head- 
quarters at Burlington, and in 1891 Ijecame suijcrintendent of 
the street railway system of that city. In 1893 he came to 
Memphis, as assistant general manager of the Citizens' Street 
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Railway Company, and in 1898 was made sui>erintcndent. The 
Memphis street railway lines had their origin in 1866, when 
the streets were unpaved, tlie first line running on Main street 
from Beal to Auction streets. At that time this short line 
was considered quite an achievement, but today the Memphis 
street railway system comprises upward of 100 miles of track; 
more than 100 cars of the latest improved designs (in addi- 
tion to this numl>er. there is a large reserve force of cars 
for extraordinary occasions); a power-house equipped with 
the best and latest machinery ; a pay-roll of considerably over 
$1,000 a day, and ever\' known convenience for the comfort 
and accommodation of the public. Much of this improvement 
has been made since Mr. Smith came to Memphis, and to his 
executive ability and .sound business judgment is due a large 
number of the l)etterments of the entire system. Mr. Smith is 
a memlx!r of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
the Jockey club, the Business Men's club and the Driving 
club. In all these organizations he is a popular member, be- 
cause of his geiu'al disposition and general g(XKl-fellowship, 



eery, but sold out before a year and went to Nashville. Tenn. 
Tliere he went to work for Hamner Bros., live stock dealers, 
and remained with them until 1885, when he came to Mem- 
phis. While with Hamner Bros.. Mr. Bruce learnetl all about 
the business of buying and .selling mules and horses, and when 
- he eml>arked in that business in Memphis his qualifications 




HORATIO T. BRUCE, of the 
well-known firm of H. T. Bruce & 
Co., wholesale mule and horse deal- 
ers, Memphis, Tenn., was born at 
Cuml>erland, Allegany county, Md., 
•April 9, 1854. He continued to live 
in his native town until he was seven- 
teen years of age, during which period 
he attended school and worked with 
his hrother in the grain business. In 
December, 1871, he went to Cincin- 
nati, O.. where he started a retail gro- 
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soon came to be understood and appreciated by all horsemen. 
He understands his business thorougbly, when it comes to a 
question of juiiging sure-enough horse-flesh. He started in 
business in Mempbis, in 1885, with practically nothing but his 
thorougb knowledge of tbe business and a determination to 
succeed. His success has been steadily onward and upward, 
until it is today the greatest concern of its kind in the South. 
Mr. Bruce is a tbirty-second degree Mason; a member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pytbias, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and a Knigbt Templar. 
In politics be is a Democrat in whom tbere is no guile. In No- 
vember, 1890. be was married to Miss Valaria P. Hutt, daugh- 
ter of Dr. William S. Hutt. of Troy. Mo., and one son and 
two daughters bave come to bless tbe union. Mr. Bruce's 
fatber, Henrv Bruce, was a lawver and st(W<l at tbe head of his 
profession. Mr. Bruce bas one brother and two sisters liv- 
ing: M. T. Bruce, of Dallas, Tex., and Mrs. J. Byers Smith 
and Mrs. M. German, both of San Diego, Cal. Mr. Bruce's 
brother, M. T. Bruce, is a Confe<lcrate Veteran. 

MAXENCE B. HERMAN, one of 
tbe well-known physicians of Mem- 
pbis, Tenn., is a native of France, hav- 
ing l)een b<~>m at tbe town of Bru- 
niath, in tbe province of Alsace, in 
1852. When he was thirteen years 
of age he was sent to Paris to school. 
In 1869 he l)egan the study of medi- 
cine with Dr. Daroux as preceptor 
until the Franco-Prussian war, in 
1870. During the siege of Paris he 
entered the service of the American 
Ambulance association, in which capacity he served until the 
end of the revolt, in May, 1871, when be came to America, 
locating in Natchez, Miss., until 1878. During the fall of the 
same year, he founded the town of Hermanville, Miss., where 
he embarked in the drug business, and continued in this voca- 
tion for ten years. While thus engaged he continued the study 
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of medicine. In 1890 he graduated with "Cum Laude" frdm 
the Missouri Medical college (now Washington university), 
St. Louis, with the degree of M. D. Shortly after leaving 
the university he located at Memphis, where he has established 
a lucrative practice and has won a name and reputation for 
himself as a successful physician and surgeon. Doctor Herman 
is a member of the American Medical association, the Tennes- 
see State Medical association and the medical scxrieties of Mem- 
phis and Shelby county. He is visiting surgeon to St. Joseph's 
hospital, and is regarded as one of the most conscientious, 
painstaking and progressive physicians in the city. DcKtor 
Herman is a prominent member of the Masonic fraternity. 

JOHN F. COCHRAN, M. D., of 
Memphis, Tenn.. was born in Cocke 
county, of that state, Oct. 14, 1845, 
and grew to manhood there and at 
Newmarket, in Jefferson county. One 
of his ancestors, Captain Shields, was 
a soldier in the American army dur- 
ing the Revolutionary war. In the 
early autumn of 1863 Doctor Coch- 
ran, then about eighteen years of age, 
enlisted in Captain Marshall's com- 
pany of cavalry, which served as es- 
cort to Gen. Simon B. Buckner until after the battle of Oiicka- 
mauga. He was then detailed to the military court of Getieral 
Buckner's corps, as orderly, and held that position for eight 
months. Subsequently he served with Lynch's battery, in Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee, until April 12. 1865, when his command 
was disljanded by General Echols, at Qiristianburg. Va., and 
the men sent to their homes without parole. Tliis proved a 
source of serious annoyance to some of them, Doctor Cochran 
being one of those to suffer the inconvenience of the situation. 
Shortly after reaching home, he was arrested by the Federals 
as a deserter, and, being without parole, was imprisoned for 
a month, his release being effected only by his taking the iron- 
clad oath. At the beginning of the war, Doctor Cochran was 
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a student at Ilolston college. After peace was established, he 
entered limory and Henry college, \'a., to resume his studies, 
which had been interrupted by his laying aside his books tor 
the siiber and carbine. Five or six months before the time 
for him to graduate he was compelled to leave school, on 
account of his health. After a season of rest and recuperation, 
he went to Memphis, took up the study of medicine, and in 
1871 was graduated from the Memphis Medical college. He 
located at Bartlett, Shelby county, Tenn., and practiced there 
for fifteen years, coming to Memphis in 1886. He is a mem- 
ber of the American, the Tri-State and the Tennessee Medical 
associations and the medical societie'i <<f Memphis and Shelby 
county. In the fraternal lite of the city, he is a Master Mason 
in good standing and a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. Alxnit a year after graduating from the medical 
college, he was married to Miss Martie Mercer, and to this 
marriage have been bom a son and two daughters. 

MATTHEW GRACEY, railroad and steamboat agent at 
Clarlcsville, Tenn., is a son of Matthew and Maria (Tilford) 
Gracey. who were the parents of nine children: George Til- 
ford, now of Summit, Miss.; Frank P., deceased; Ellen, who 
married R. W. Wake, lx)th decease<l ; Maria, wife of T. D. 
Lnckett ; Elizabeth, wife of John Boyd, n{ Eddyville. Ky. ; 
William K., deceased; Mary, who married John Stacker, 
Jr., of Philadelphia, Pa. (Ixith deceased); Lucy, who married 
Rev. William Cbilders, of Russellville, Ky. (deceased), now 
living in Eddyville, Ky., and Matthew. Matthew Grac^ was 
born in Eddyville, Lyon county, Ky., March 4, 1847, and 
secured his education in the common schools of that city. In 
February, 1866, he went to Clarlcsville, where he and his 
brother, the late Capt. F. P. Gracey. put in a wharflx>at and 
continued to manage it jointly until the death <»f C aptain 
Gracey. in 1805. Since tlien ^fatthe\v has condiuMtd the busi- 
ness in coni(>aiiy with his ne])hews, Gracey Chiidfis and J. F. 
Gracey. Since 1870 the firm has Ix^en general :iL;t'nts of the 
Louisville & Xashville railr<»ad at Clarksville. Mr. (iracey is 
a member of Cumberland lodge No. 17, Knights of Pythias of 
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Clarksville, and of the Royal Arcanum. In politics, he is an 
unswerving Democrat, though he can hardly be called an active 
politician. He was married, Nov. 30, 1876, to Marion H. 
Castner, daughter of Wilson J. and Mary (Beaumont) Castner. 
of Clarksville. They have four children: Lucy, wife of 
Charles II. Drane, of Clarksville; Frank P., in his father's 
office; Mary Beaumont and Matthew, Jr. The family are 
members of the Trinity Episcopal church. 

PUGH H. THRASHER, of Sel- 
mer. Tcnn., was l)orn in Lauderdale 
county, Ala.. March 12, 1843. He is 
a son of William Bishop Lamar and 
Rachel (Oldhausen) Tlirasher. The 
father was bom in V^irginia, was one 
of the early pioneers of Northern 
Alabama and died in Lauderdale 
county at the age of eighty-three 
years. He was an intense Whig, in 
politics, a noted Union man, and sent 
five of his sons to fight for the preser- 
vation of the Union, among them the subject of this sketch. 
The family originally came from England, settling at Red 
Rock. Md. Three brothers were the progenitors of those who 
bear the name in America. Pugh H. Thrasher received his 
education in the public .schools of his native county. In 1865. 
when a young man. he came to McNairy county, Tenn.. where 
he worked on a farm and was interested with his father and 
brother in a mercantile business in Liiwrence county. In 1872 
he went into the lumber business somewhat extensively at 
Adamsville. and also (^ratetl on a large .scale in Mississippi. 
In 1884 he removed to Selmer, and the founding of that 
flourishing town was due in large measure to his energy and 
foresight. He established a saw-mill near the site of the pres- 
ent court house, cleared land and carved a good fami out of 
the woods. Knowing that Selmer was the geographical center 
of the county, and having faith in its future, he induced the 
commissioners to order an election for the removal of the 
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county seat to that place. After two elections which ended in 
a faihirc, a third was held and the removal was ordered. Mr. 
'ihrasher was given the contract for the erection of a court 
house, which project he carried out with credit. l)Oth to him- 
self and the county. In politics, he is a Republican, and has 
acted as chairman of the county executive committee. In 1892 
he made the race for Congress against B. A. Enloe, and al- 
though the returns showed a majority of 118 against him, it 
has always been contended by his friends and conceded by 
many of his opponents that he was idedted. He contested the 
election, and the Ignited States Congress still further reduced 
his opponent's majority to twenty-six votes, although he failed 
in securing the seat. His wonderful campaign will long Ik? re- 
meinl)ered in the eighth district, as he reduced a Democratic 
majority of ^/hk) to a claimed majority of but twenty-six. He 
was instrumental in organizitig the Tennessee River \'a11ey & 
Pittsburg railroad, of which he was nuule superintendent aiid 
genera! manager. In 1866 he was married to Miss Mary 
daughter of William Howard, of McNairy county. Mrs. 
Thrasher died, Sept. 25, 1891, leaving four children: John R., 
Georg^e, now Mrs. G. L. Anderson; Minnie, now Mrs. J. S. 
Rogers, and E<lgar. Mr. Thrasher was married the second 
time on May 16, 1893, to Mrs. Annie Gerhart, of Corinth, 
Miss., a woman possessing rare qualifications. She is the 
dani^htcr of J. A. and I'.lizabeth (Gerhart. Mr. rinaslu'r is a 
self made man and has done much toward the iIevflo])nient aiifl 
uplmilding of the section in which he resides, and has worked 
untiringly for the general goad of McXairy county. He is a 
man of great force of character, executive ability and business 
enterprise. He is ddiberate in forming his opinions, but, once 
formed, he allows nothing to deter him from carrying his plans 
to ultimate success. 

JOHN TALLRV ( I N N IXGM AM, JR., a prominent 
young attorney, of Clarks\ il'r, Toiui.. w;t< Uorn .\n<^. 12. 
J 877. His father is a prominent planter in Mt)nigomery 
county. Mr. Cuiuiinghain received his priiuirv education in 
the public schools of Montgomery county and Qarksville, 
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from which he graduated in 1892. He also attended South- 
western Presbyterian university, at Qarksville, graduating in 
1896 with the degree of A. B. He then studied law at Van- 
derbilt university, and in 1899 was admitted to the bar. Tlie 
same year he commenced the practice of law at Clarksville and 
has secured a fine clientage, although he is the youngest mem- 
ber of the Qarksville l>ar. Mr. Cunningliam is noted for his 
ability and integrity, which have secured for him the friends 
and lucrative practice he has gained. He was elected to repre- 
sent Montgomery county, Tenn., in the lower house of the 
fifty-fourth general assembly. He is a prominent figure in the 
fraternal societies of Clarksville, being a member of the Free 
and Accepted Masons, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In all these 
organizations he is popular because of his frank, open disposi- 
tion and his generous charity. He is a close student of men 
and^flfairs, as well as of everything pertaining to his profes- 
sion, and, with his magnetic personality, it is safe to predict 
for him a future full of substantial rewards and honors. 

JAMES WASHINGTON PUR- 
V'lANCE, editor and proprietor of 
the McNairy County Indcpctident, 
Selmer, Tenn., was bom at Carlin- 
ville, Macoupin county. 111., Feb. 25, 
1842. His father was Robert Wash- 
ington Purviance, born at Edwards- 
villc. 111., and who died in Macoupin 
county. 111., in 1868. He was a highly 
res[)ected citizen, and accumulated a 
large fortune as a fanner and stock 
raiser. William H. Purviance, the 
grandfather of James W., came from North Carolina when 
a young man and settled in Edwardsville, 111., where he resided 
until his death, which occurred at the age of eighty-five years. 
Robert W., the father of James W., married Marinda P. Gas- 
kill, a native of New York State. The Purviance family 
originally came from Paris, France, 300 years ago. Tliere were 
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three brandies, one of whom settled in Maryland, and one in 
Mississippi, and the third (the one to which our subject be- 
longs), in North Carolina. James W. received his education 
in the schools of Macoupin county. 111., and in the McKendrec 
college, at Lebanon, III. From the latter institution he grad- 
uated in 1864 with the degrees of A. B. atid LL. B. He re- 
moved to Mcni])lii?. Tenn.. the same year and was admitted to 
the bar. wlicic he practicc«l for a year. He volunteered for 
service during tlie war, but was not accepted Ixrcause of his 
poor health. In 1865. in company with Capt. H. W. Kerr, 
he removed to Purdy, Tenn., and was present at the reoi^n- 
ization of the first court that was held in that place after the 
war. In 1865 he was appointed state's attorney for the 
eleventh judicial circuit and hdd that position until 1869. 
when he resigned to accept the position of United States dis- 
trict attorney at Memphis, which had been tendered to him 
without solicitation. In 1873 he was married to Miss Rachel 
C. Pharr. daughter of .Augustus B. T'liarr, and he then re- 
moved u> Helena. Ark. The yellow lever .swn afterward 
broke oui there, and he returned to I'urdy. which at that time 
was the county seat of McXairy county. There he resumed 
the practice of law, and in 1879 entered the field of joumali^ 
as the founder of the McNairy ludcpcndewi. In December, 
1890, he removed to Selmer and retired from active law prac- 
tice in order to look after his land and other investments in the 
State of Florida and elsewhere. Mr. Purviance w as a prom- 
inent figure in the agitation for the removal of the county 
seat from Purdy to Selmer. believing the latter site to be the 
proper location. He laid "iit tlie town, drew up the articles 
of incorporation, drafted tlie lirst ciiarter of the town, and, as 
a menil>er of the city council, jirejiared all the original or- 
dinances of the place. In k/u he established the McNairy 
County Indepciuient, in order to occupy his time and indulge 
his taste for journalism. His ambition has been to make his 
paper one of the best provincial papers in the state, and he 
bids fair to succeed. He wields a trenchant pen; is a fearless 
advocate of what he believes to be right; is a stanch Repul>> 
lican in politics: has held the office of chairman of the county 
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committee, and although no otTice-scekcr, he has been a tire- 
less worker for the success of his party principles. He is a 
nienil^r of tlie Cumberland Presbyterian church, of which he 
has Ijeen an elder for twenty years. He has representeil his 
church at many general assemblies and conventions, and has been 
prominent for years in Sunday school and temperance work. 
He has l>een interested in all public enetrprises, and in develop- 
ing old fields near Selmer. with fair prospects of success. Mr. 
Purviance is a man of pleasing personality, stajids six feet four 
inches in height, with erect form and military l)earing, which 
makes him a conspicuous figure in any assemblage. He is a 
great reader, is well informe<l on all subjects, is a fluent and 
persuasive speaker, his friends insisting that as an ofF-hand 
speaker he has no sujierior in his section of the state. 



state legislature during the session of 1867-8 He also served 
in the Federal army during the Civil war, as captain of Oym- 
pany B, Si.xth Tennessee cavalry. The mother was a daugh- 
ter of William Dodd. who came to Tennessee from Virginia. 
Elijah Ho<lges. the grandfather of HorrA'. removed to Middle 
Tennessee from North Carolina, locating finally in McN'airy 
county. Horry is one of the eight children of the family, of 
which there were four boys and four girls. He received his 
primary education in the Jackson district high school, at Hen- 
derson, Tenn. He graduateil in 1891 from West Tennessee 
Cliristian college, at Henderson, with the degree of A. B.. and 




HORRY HODGES, of Selmer, 
Tenn., trustee of McNairy county, 
was born near McXairy Station, in 
that county, March 19, 1868. He is a 
son of Elijah and Jane (Dodd) 
Hodges. The father is a highly rc- 
5i)ected citizen of the county, and is 
living now, at the age of seventy- 
three years, on the old homestead 
where he was born. He is a minister 
of the Primitive Baptist church, and 
represented McXairy county in the 
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in 1893 received the degree of A. M. from the same institutioiL 
After leaving college he taught sch(x)l for a few years at 
Adamsvillc. In 1894 he was elected clerk of the circuit court 
of McXairy county, and served four years, after which he 
served two yc;irs as county superintendent <if education, and at 
the conclusion of his term as superintendent he taught for two 
years at the National militar>' park, at Shiloh. In 1902 he 
was elected trustee of McNairy county, whidi oflke he holds 
at ttie present time. While serving as circuit derk Mr. Hodges 
studied law, and in January^ 1901, he was admitted to the bar. 
He is a Republican in politics; is chancellor commander of the 
local lodge of the Knights of Pythias ; a Royal Arch Mason; 
member of tlu- Woodmen of the World; and is a memher of 
the Christian church. He is deservedly popular in McXairy 
county and is a young man of much personal magnetism and 
undoulited inte<:;^rity. He has displayed in the vari»tus ottices 
filled l»y him sucli tiualities as warrant one in piedicting for 
him an honorahle and successful career. He is aii eminent his- 
torian and is a gcK>d student of general literature and has stud- 
ied carefully the great masterpieces in literature and is an 
accomplished scholar. 

A. J. WILLI FORD, of Memphis, Tenn., public administrator 

of Shelhy county, was born on a farm in that county, Aug. 26, 
Until he lKX\ame of age his life was passcil on the farm, 
receiving a coninion -^liix)] education in the district schools. 
Soon after attaining: majority, he and a brullier engiiged 
in the Ijusmos of merciiandi/.ing at Bartlett, Shelby county, 
and followed that line there for several years, when he with- 
drew and went to Chicago and afterward to New Yoric, in 
which cities he was for some time interested in mercantile pur- 
suits. Returning to his native heath, Mr. Williford entered 
the ofHce of the circuit clerk of Shelby county, as a deputy, and 
remained there for eight years. He became a popular official and 
was the choice of the Democratic party for the legislature in 
1893. heinj: elected and serving ojie term. Always interested 
in political affairs, he cotUiinied to take ati art'\e part in the 
fortunes of his party, and in 1898 he was sekxtcd for the 
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position which he now holds. His conduct of the office was 
such that he was re-elected in January, 1903, receiving prac- 
tically a unanimous vote, for a four years' term. In 1900 he 

was elected justice of the peace for six year;;. He is active 
in advancing'- (Iil- interest of his party, i'^ a ready speaker, and 
is often called upon to assist on the stump ur to serve as a dele- 
gate to sonic countv. state or c< "n^-ressional convention. He 
is a well-known secret society man, being a member of the 
Masonic order, the Knights of Pythias, American Guild, 
Knights of Honor, Royal Arcanum and Elks. He is also inter- 
ested in real estate, takes a lively interest in the material 
advancement of Tennessee, and particularly of Shelby county 
and the city of Memphis. 

JONATHAN H. TRUT, M.D., a physician and surgeon, 
of Tidlahoina. Tenn., is a native of Lincoln county. Tenn., and 
is of Scotch-Irish extraction. His parents were Henry and 
Nancy (Gattis) Tripp. His fatlier was a soldier in the Mexi- 
can war, and his maternal grand taiiier, James Gattis. was a 
soldier under Marion in the Revolution. His great-g^ndfather 
Tripp also served in the Gmttnental army during the war for 
independence. His grandfather, Jonathan Tripp, after whom 
he was named, was a graduate of Chapel Hill college, and was 
prominent among the early educators of the South. Doctor 
Tripp was scarcely more than a boy when the Civil war began, 
but he enlisted as a private in ("omiiarTv A, Forty-fourth Ten- 
nessee !ntn?Ttr\'. and served through the entire contest. He 
was with in- ret,nnient at Bowling Green, l^prt Donelson, Cor- 
inth. Muniordville. Perryville. Mnrfreeslxfro, ll<M^\cr"s Gap, 
Beech Grove, Fairfield. Chickamauga. the siege of Knoxville, 
Fort Loudon, Fort Sanders, Bean's Station, and various other 
skirmishes in the states of Tennessee, Kentucky and Missis- 
sippi. In the spring of 1864 his regiment was ordered to Rich* 
mond, where he remained until the close of the war, taking 
part in many of the engagements around the Cbnfederate cap- 
ital and surrendering with the army at Appomattox. April 9. 
1865, with two of his brothers, who had served from the begin- 
ning. One brother. M. B. Tripp, was fatally wounded in the 
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Seven Days' battles. After the war, young Tripp took up tlie 
study of medicine, and atteiuled college at Baltimore and 
Nashville. When he received his degree he located in Moore 
county, where he practiced until i8()0. when he removed to 
Tullahonia. There he has built up a lucrative business, and 
enjoys a high standing both with the profession and the gen- 
eral public. He is a meml>cr of the State, the Tri-Statc, the 
Middle Tennessee and the Elk Medical societies. Dfjctor Tripp 
is a Kmght Templar Mason, an Odd Fellow, and lx*longs to the 
Methodist Ej)iscopal Church South. When the war with Spain 
was declared he raised a company and offered its services to 
the government, but was not nnistered. In 1876 he was mar- 
ried to Sallie A. Rean. daughter of Capt. C. H. Bean, and they 
have one daughter. Myrtle, who is a graduate of the Jessie Mai 
Aydelotte college, of Tullahoma, of the class of 1899. 



years in all. when he was appointetl clerk and master of the 
chancery court. In 1872 he was admitted to the bar in Mor- 
gan. Scott and P'entress counties, and later removetl to Harri- 
man, where he is now living and practicing. The paternal 
grandfather of Captain Staples, ('ol. Benjamin T. Staples, was 
lieutenant-colonel of the Eleventh Tennessee infantry, in the 
Civil war, on the side of the Union, and was kille<l at the battle 
of Mill Springs, Ky. The great-grandfather. John Staples, 
served through the entire seven years of the Revolutionary war, 
taking part in several of the greatest battles of that conflict. 





CAPT. JOHN W. STAPLES, one 
t)f the leading attorneys of Roane 
county. Tenn., with his office and 
residence in Harriman, was Ix^rn at 
Wartburg, Morgan county. Tcmi., 
July 17. 1870. his parents being 
Samuel H. and Mary (Childers) 
Staples, both natives of Morgan 
county. Sanniel VI. Staples followed 
farming luitil i8<»8. when he was 
electe<l circuit court clerk, and held 
the office for four terms, fourteen 
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He married a Miss Randolph, of Virginia, and died in that 
state at a v;imk\ old age. On the maternal side, his grandfather 
was John Chiidcrs, who was killed while serving in the Con- 
federate army in the Civil war. lie married Mary Bolin, a 
grandniece of Davy Crockett. His only brother, Polk Childers, 
was killed in a political tight. Captain Staples is the eldest 
child of his father's second marriage, each of his parents hav 
ing one child by former marriage. After leaving school, he 
was in the railway service for two years, widi his home in 
Chicago. He then returned to Tennessee and read law with 
Samuel E. Young, of Sweet Water. In 1891 he was admitted 
to the bar and established himself at Harrimnn. Tn 1H96 he 
took a post-graduate course in law. and the s;iine year was 
elected city attorney of Harriman, ln^Klnig the 1 •ffice for two 
years. He then went to VVartburg, where he formed a part- 
nership with W. D, Wright, now United States district attor- 
ney, which continued until July, 1898, when he enlisted as a 
private in the Fourth Tennessee infantry, for the Spanish^ 
American war. He was Ufter made captain of Company C 
of his regiment After five months at Camp Bob Taylor, at 
Knoxville, they were ordered to Cuba, where they remained 
for four and a half months. Two months more at Savannah, 
Ga., comp!etc<l the service. Captain Staples resumed the prac- 
tice of his profession, after his return home, and to<iay has 
one of the most lucrative lines of business in Roane county. 
Besides his law practice, he is a director in the bank at Ulivcr 
Springs. In 1900 he was an elector from the second congres- 
sional district, on the'Bfyan and Stevenson ticket, and dumped 
the district in joint debate with his opponent. He has served 
as chairman of the Democratic county central committee, and 
is always adtive in furtfiering the interests of his political prin- 
ciples. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, has served 
as worshipful master of the lodge and belongs to the chapter. 
In the Knii^'-ht'^ of Pythias he is a member of }x>th lodge and 
Uniform rank, and as a delegate to the Grand Lwlge introduced 
and secured the adoption of the resolution to establish a wid- 
ows' and orphans* home. For one year he was chairman of 
the committee having the matter in charge. On Dec. 21, 1897. 
11-19 
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he was married to Miss Jennie C. Gass, (laughter of John C. 
and Rachel (McMurray) Gass, of Harriman. where her father 
is engaged in merchandizing and in real estate. Captain and 
Mrs. Staples have two children : Shirley Childers and John 
Stanley. Both parents are memljers of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 




HORACE MAYXARD CARR, 
senior partner of the firm of Carr & 
Jones, one of the leading law firms 
of Harriman. Tenn., was bom in 
Qailwrne county, Tenn., Nov. 14, 
1S59. His parents were James and 
Jane (Cloud) Carr. both natives of 
Tennes.see. the former born in Jan- 
^^H^^^^^^^^ nary, 1822, and the latter in 1832. 
^^^^^^k^^ James Carr was one of the success- 
^^QPP^^ ful fanners of Claiborne county, and 

died at the age of sixty-four years. 
His wife died in 1899, at the age of sixty-seven. His father, 
Jesse Carr. was a South Carolinian, though his ancestors came 
originally from Scotland. The maternal grandparents, Jacob 
and Mary ( McCul.'bins) Cloud, were natives of Tennessee. 
Horace M. Carr is the fifth of a family of ten children. He 
was educated at Cumberland college, Lee county. Va.. and at 
Carson and Xcuman college, at Jefferson City, Tenn. He then 
entered the law dq>artment of CumlKTland university. Lebanon, 
Tenn., graduated in |8^!J. and the same year was admitted to 
the bar under Judge James G. Rose, at Truewell. Clail)orne 
county, locating at Mo.ssy Creek, Jefferson coimty, he prac- 
ticed his profession there for six years. He then removed to 
Tazewell, where he practiced until i8<)5. when he came tf) Har- 
riman, and soon afterward Ijecame the junior meml)er of the 
firm of McKcnzie & Carr. In August. 1903. he formed the pres- 
ent partnership with R. M. Jones, and the firm is one of the 
best known in Eastern Tennessee, with an extensive practice in 
all the courts. Several large coqx>rations are among their 
clients, such as the Harriman & Northeastern Railwav Corn- 
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pany, the Harritnan Land Company, the Emory River Milling 
Company, the Doling Coal Company, the Stevens Coal Com- 
pany, the Paint Rock Coal Company, etc. Mr. Carr was the 
fourth mayor of Ilarriman. serving- one term. He is a Royal 
Arch Mason, and has filled all the offices in the lodge, except 
that of worshipful master. He is al.s<> a Knight of Pythias. 
He is an enthusiastic Democrat, and in campaigns is in demand 
as a public speaker, owing to his forcible and elotjuent method 
of presenting the issues. On Feb. i8, 1887, he was married to 
Miss Lula, a daughter of Capt. Robert and Isabel Ashmore, of 
Jefferson Oty, Tenn., and th^ have two children: Herbert 
Earl and Isabel. Mr. Carr is a member of the Baptist church 
and his wife is a Presbyterian. 

JOHX SUMMF.RFIF.LI) WILKF^, a prominent attorney 
of Pulaski. Teim.. and for more than a decade one of the jus- 
tices of the state supretne cmirl. was born in Maury county, 
Tenn., March 2. 1841, his parents iKing Richard A. L. and 
Judith Wilkes. Judge Wilkes was educated at the Pleasant 
Grove academy and the Wesleyan university, at Florence, Ala. 
Before he had completed the college course the Civil war 
came and interrupted his studies. In May, t86i, he left school, 
returned home and enlisted in Company F, Third Tennessee 
infantry. Shortly after the regiment was mustered into the 
Confederate service he was made commissary sergeant. His 
first service was at Fort Donelson, where he was surrendered 
with the troops at the time the fort capitulated, and was for 
eigln months a prisoner at Camp Douglas. Chicago, 111. In 
the fall of 1862 he was exchanged, and when the regiment 
was reorganized, soon afterward, he was elected captain of his 
company. In this capacity he f»>ught at Chickasaw Bayou, 
Port Hudson, RaymcHid, Jackson, and in various skirmishes in 
the vicinity of Vicksburg. In August, 186$, he was made pur- 
chasiag agent icr the army, with the rank of captain, and sent 
to Tennessee to obtain supplies. He continued in this line of 
duty until the end of the war, though he was a few times 
engaged in active service in the field, notably at Brice's Cross- 
roads. After being paroled at Columbus, Miss., in June, 1865. 



Digitized by Google 



an 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



lu' returnetl to Pulaski, went into the ofticc of (jcii. John C. 
Brown as a law student, and in 1866 was admitted to the bar. 
In 1 87 1 General Ikown was elected efovernor of Tennessee, 
and one of his lirst acts was to appoint his former student adju- 
tant-general of die state. Judge Wilkes served in this office 
until the expiration of Governor Brown's second term. He 
then returned to Pulaski, where he formed a partnership with 
General Brown and practiced law until 1886^ when the part- 
nership was dissolved by the appointment of Judge Wilkes to 
the position of Treasurer of the Texas Pacific railroad. This 
appointment was made by tiie United States circuit court, at 
New Orleans. For two years lie held this oftice. whicli involved 
the handling of several million dollars, and at the eud of that 
time turned over the atfairs in his hands in perfect order. He 
declined an election to the same utlice at the hands of the com- 
pany, which had been reorganized, and returned to Pulaski to 
resume his law practke. When Governor Tumey was elected, 
in 1892, he occupied the position of chief justice of the state 
supreme court His inauguration, in May, 1893, left a vacancy 
on the bench, which was filled by the appointment of Judge 
Wilkes. In 1894 Judge Wilkes was elected by the people to 
succeed himself for the full term of eight years. As a lawyer. 
Judge Wilkes has attained an eminent position at the bar. and 
as a judge his decisions ha\c been accepted by tlie profession 
as iK'ing masterpieces of l»th law and logic. < )ii June 20. 
1865, a few days after being paroled, he was married to Miss 
Florence A. Barker, of Aberdeen, Miss., and his domestic life 
has been fully as propitious as his professional career. 

W. R. WEBB, one of the principals of the Webb Prepara- 
tory school, at Bellbuckle. Tenn.. was born in Person county,' 
N. C, in T842. His father, Alexander S. Webb, was a prom- 
inent merchant and mantifacturer, whose ancestors came from 
England and founded some of the oldest Engli-sh families in 
North C^irolitia. Stephen Moore, the great ^land lather of W. 
R. Webb, was a general in the American army during tlic Rev- 
oluti^jnary war, and his grandfather, Richard Stanford, was a 
personal and political friend of Thomas Jefifenson. He served 
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as chairman of the finance committee while a member oi tlie 
United States Congress, and was one of Jefferson's most reU- 
able supporters in the founding of the Democratic party. W. R. 
Webb was educated in Bini^ham's school and the State univer* 
sky, at Chapel Hill. While a student at the latter institution* 
in 1861, the Civil war was commenced, and he left school to 
enlist as a private in Company H» Fifteenth North Carolina 
infantry. He was at the battles of Dam No. i, Williamsburg, 
Seven Pines, the Seven Days' battles, and numerous skirmishes. 
At Malvern TTill his regiment was almost annihilated and he 
was three times wounded. I^pon recovering he was trans- 
ferred to Company K, Sccfdid North Carolina cavalry, and 
served with that regiment in Virginia during the year 1864. 
At Five Forks his horse was shot under him, and at Amelia 
Crossroads he was captured. He was held a prisoner until 
July, 1865, and when released the war was over. Upon return* 
ing home, the first thing to do was to complete his studies, that 
had been so rudely interrupted. He received his d^iee from 
the State university, and in 1870 founded the Webb school, 
now one of the most widely known and popular preparatory 
schools in the South. In 1886 the institution was removed to 
Bellbuckle, where the advantages in location were soon mani- 
fested in the increiised attendance. Mr. Webb is one of the 
100 comjinsing the .\ssoii;iti< m of Headmasters of Ainerim. a 
member of the Historical Society of Tennessee and the i'iiiio 
logical Association of America. In 1873 he was married to 
Miss Emma Qary, of North Carolina. They have had eight 
children. One son, W. R. Webb, Jr., is an instructor in the 
Webb school. 

G. C. Ci. GIVAN, M.U., a prominent physician and surgeon, of 
Harriman Tenn., was born in Dearljorn county, Ind.. Nov. 9, 
1853, and is a son of Robert Henry and Amanda (Cornelius) 
Givan. natives of Indiana and Kentucky, resptrtively. His 
father was a prosperi)US fanner, and the only of'tioe he ever 
held was that of deacon in the Baptist church, to which Ixnli 
he and his wife belonged. The paternal grandfather of Doctor 
Givan, whose name was Gilbert Givan, came from the state 
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of Maryland, in the early jiart ui the nineteenth century, and 
settled in Dearborn county, Ind., near the little ootlege town of 
Moore's Hill. The maternal grandparents were George and 
Elizabeth (Willis) Cbrmlias, the former a native of Virguiia 
and the latter of Kentucky. They had a large family of chil- 
dren, Pembroke Cornelius, of Indianajwlis, Ind., being the only 
survivor. Doctor Givan is one of eight children, of whom he 
and one brother, Joseph J., are the only ones now h'ving. 
Joseph is tlie ]<x*al aq'cnt at Aurora, Ind., for the P>.iltimi)re & 
Ohio S«»uth\vcstern railway. Doctor divan was citucated in the 
public scln>>ls of his native comity and at M<>>re*s Hill collep^e. 
He then altciided the National Xonnal school, at J-cbanon. 
Ohio, and for several years taught in the country and town 
schools of Indiana. He was deputy revenue collector, at Law- 
renceburg, Ind., for several years; served some time as assisit- 
ant supreme deik; taught in the Reform School for Boys, at 
Plainfield, under Superintendent T. J. Charlton, who held the 
position for twenty-one years, without regard to the political 
complexion of the state admini-^tration; studied medicine under 
Dr. W. X. Wishanl. of Indianapoli-;, otie of the most eminent 
physicians of Indiana, and q:ra<hiatc«l from the Medical Collec;-c 
of Indiana, in 1890. Sliorlly afterward lie located at Harri- 
man, Tcnn., where he has built u|» a lartj^c practice and is the 
surgeon for all the railroads that pa.^s through the place, lie 
is a member of the American and State Medical associations, 
and of the Roane County Medical society, of which he is sec- 
retary. He has served on the board of aldermen two terms; 
was member of the pensi<Mi board, at Rockwood, from 1894 to 
1897* and is examiner for several life insurance companies. lie 
was married, Sept. 9, 1885. to Miss Mattic L., daugliter of 
A. P. Small, of Dcarlwrn county. Ind. They have one daugh- 
ter, Leila Mary. Doctor is a Kniq-ht of Pstliias, has 
passed tliroui^h the chairs, and is a member of the Graud 
Lodge. His wife is a member of the Bapti.st church. 
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JAMES MADISON MONT- 
GOMERY, M. D., of Harriman, 
Tenn., one of the best known and 
most popular physicians in Roane 
county, was born in that county, 
March i8, 1849. His parents were 
James M. and Sarah (Cooley) Mont- 
gomery, the fomier a native of Blount 
county, Tenn., Ijom in 1814, and the 
latter of Virginia, but came with her 
parents to Tennessee in the early part 
of the last century. But little is 
known of the paternal ancestry, as the father died six days 
before the subject of this sketch was born, and his only brother 
and sister, Winfield S. and Mary A., have also passed away. 
Doctor Montgomery is the youngest of six children : William, 
who died oi measles, at the age of sixteen years; Martha J., 
who married George T. Wilson, and died in 1863 ; Sarah E.. 
married twice, widow of James E. Cole and P. Robinson, now 
lives in Roane county; Elizabeth, now Mrs. C. D. Farmer, of 
Bessemer. Ala. ; Francis M., a farmer and merchant, of Roane 
county, and the Dfxtor. D(x'tor Montgomer>' received his edu- 
cation in the common schools, at East Tennessee Wesleyan 
university, and for a while he attended Grant university, at 
Athens, teaching .school between times to pay his way. lie 
acquired his professional education under the preceptorship of 
Dr. John T. Shipley, of Erie, Loudon county, Tenn., and at the 
Atlanta Medical and Surgical college. In 1874 he began the 
practice of medicine, in Blount county, and later located at 
Paint Rock, where he practiced for twenty-five years. Nine 
years of that time he served on the United States pension exam- 
ining board. He removed to Harriman in the spring of 1900, 
and soon afterward was ap[X)inted health officer for the city, 
holding the position until 1903, when he resigned to take a 
special course at the Atlanta Metlical college. Imme<liately 
on his return from Atlanta he was again appointed health 
officer, and still holds the pf)sition. He is also small-pox physi- 
cian for the city, and has never lost a case. Doctor Mont- 
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gofnery is a Knight of Pythias, an Odd Fellow, and now holds 
one of the principal offices of the lodge; .1 member of the 
Junior Order of American Mechanics, and of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, in which he has se^•e^al times been honored by elec- 
tion to the oftice of worshipful master of his lodge, and as a 
delegate to the Grand Ix)dge. On Jan. 8, 1874, he was unite<l 
in marriage to Miss Mary E., daughter of John H. and Mary 
(Billingsley) Talley. Her father was twice married, and she 
is the fourth child by the second marriage, her brothers and 
sisters beings : Sarah A., wife of Dr. John T. Shipley; George 
W., deceased; Thomas J., deceased; Nancy J., deceased; Mar- 
garet A. Basket, widow, residing with her mother at Sweet 
Water; Hattie J., deceased; David B . a fanner, in the state of 
Washington; Mantie, now Mrs, G. T. Owen, a government 
employe, at Erie, Tenn. ; Fannie, wife of Dr. Augustus Ship- 
ley. She also has four Iinlf lirotliers by her father's first mar- 
riage. Doctor Montgomery and his wife are the parents of 
seven children: Cora B.. married T. M. Farmer, who died at 
the age of thirty-tlve years; Exlgar I'oe. John M. and David 
M., all three engaged in farming in the state of Washington; 
Nora M., at home with her parents; Essie Kate and Fannie 
May, in school. The Doctor, his wife and most of his children 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

J. B. BURNETT, of Clinton, Tenn., one of the leadin^r 
lawyers in Anderson and adjoining counties, was born in Knox 
county. Tenn.. July 10. tH6t. His parents. Absalom and 
Lucinda liurnett, were Ixitli natives of Knox county, where for 
many years the father followed the- trade of CfMitractor and 
builder, erecting many of the large buildings in Knoxville and 
vicinity. In the beginning of the Gvil war he enlisted in the 
Union army, and died of sickness while at home on furlough. 
The mother is still living, at the age of sixty-three years. Of 
the five children born to them, the subject of this sketch is the 
second. He has two brothers yet living, one a farmer in Knox 
county and the other a Baptist minister. J. B. Burnett, after 
n preliminary training in the city sclirxtls. entered the Grant 
Mctnorial university, at Athens, in 1879, graduated in 18S4. 
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with the degree of A. B., and three years later received the 
degree of A. M. from the same institution. For two years he 
was principal of the Coal Creek academy, after which he read 
law, and was admitted to the bar in Knoxville, in 1886, by 
Judges D. K. Young, M. L. Hall, and Chancellor W. B. 
Staley. The same year he located in Qinton, where he hais 
been engaged in practice ever since. He has a large clientage, 
practices in the surrounding counties, and in the state and Fed- 
eral courts. For eight years he served as one of the aldermen 
of Clinton. Mr. Burnett is a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Senior and Junior 
Orders of American Mechanics, and the Masonic fraternity. 
On Aug. 2, 1885, he was married to Miss Nancy A., daughter 
of W. H. and Nancy L. (Coins) Edwards, of Clinton. Her 
father died in 1886. Two children were born to Mr. Burnett 
and his wife: Fernando C. and Jones C. Their mother died 
on May 30, 1893. a&^d twenty-five years, and on March 9, 
1904, their father was married to Mrs. Mary L. Adkins, nee 
Brooks. She is a member of the Baptist church, and is one 
of the most estimable ladies of Clinton. 




JOHN L. HAXDLY, secretary 
and treasurer of the Handly-Goodman 
Wholesale Grocery Company, of Har- 
riman, Tenn., was born near Win- 
k%.. J^2) Chester, Franklin county, Tenn., Feb. 

10, 1862, where his father, James C. 
Hnndly, was a large land owner and 
^^-T I, before the war owned a considerable 

number of slaves. He was a native 
^^^^^1^1^^ of that county, and died there in 
^^^^^^ 1872. in his sixtieth year. He mar- 

ried Cynthia A. Shook, a daughter 
of Abraham Shook, a prominent farmer and at one time sheriff 
of the county. He was also one of the founders of the Goshen 
Cumberland Presbyterian church. The paternal great-grand- 
father of the subject of this sketch was Capt. Samuel Handly, 
who was in the Revolutionary war and fought the Indians all 
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over East Tennessee. On one occasion he and his company 
were surprised by a band of hostile Indians; he was captured 
near Crab Orchard, Tenn., and held a prisoner for six months, 
during which time he was subjected to all sorts of cruelties. 
After his release he settled in Franklin county, and was a 
member of the first constitutional convention of Tennessee. 
One of his sons was John Handly. the grandfather of the sub- 
ject, who in his day was one of the I)cst-known men in the 
county. He hvcd on the road running from Iluntsville, Ala., to 
Nashville, and his house was a popular stopping-place for trav- 
elers. He served as sheriff of the county, and had large &rm* 
ing interests. He married Susan Cowan, and James C, the 
father of the subject, was their oldest child. Four generations 
of the family rtA side by side in the old Woods grav^rd, 
near Winchester. John L. Handly is the youngest of seven 
children, the others being: \Villiam C, a shoe merchant, in 
Nashville; Mattie. Mrs. I,. S. Sims, of Nashville ; Professor 
Erskine, a teacher, at Birmingham. Ala. ; Sue, living at Nash- 
ville; Shook, died at the age of thirty-si.K years; M.ny J., who 
died when but twelve years old. Mr. Handly was educated at 
the \\ inchester Nonnal scho)! under Prof. J. W. Terrell, one 
of the best instructors in the state, and later took a course in 
the Goodman Business college, of Nashville, Tenn., after which 
he embarked in the retail grocery business . with the firm of 
Hogan & Hall. Some years later he went on the road as a 
traveling salesman for a wholesale grocery house, his field being 
Middle Tennessee and Northern Alabama. Then, for some 
time, he was a member of the wholesale grocery firm of Scrog- 
gins. White & Co.. of Nashville, and isi 1900 came to Harri- 
man and citahlished the Handly-G' xxinKin company. Their 
salesmen cner Ea=;tcrn Tenncs«.ee and part of the State of 
Kentucky, and the hoiHc has a constantly grow'ing trade. At 
tlie end of one year it became necessary to double the capital, 
in order to meet the demands of their custom, and to secure 
larger quarters. Mr. Handly has been secretary and treasurer 
of the concern ever since it started. He occupies a high place 
in the business circles of Harriman, as is evidenced by his 
being elerted to the presidency of the Chamber of Ccmimerce. 
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He is a Knight of Pythias, and he and wife are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. He was married, Sept. 17, 
1903, to Miss Lucile, daughter of Jesse and SaUna (Riley) 
Trotter, of Georgia. Her father is dead, but her mother is liv- 
ing, at Daltoii, Ga. Mr. and Mrs. Handly are among the 
popular people of Harriman, and are active workers for the 
good of the town. 

HON. WILLIAM F. MILLICAN. 
postmaster at Rockvvood, Tenn., was 
iKjrn on a farm in Roane county, 
June 12, 1862, his parents being John 
II. and Susan E. (Abel) Millican, 
both natives of Tennes.see. His father 
served for twelve years as a mem- 
ber of the county court, was deputy 
sheriff for six years, held other minor 
offices, and is now a notary public. 
He and his wife are living on a farm 
in Roane county, both being mem- 
bers of the Baptist church, in which he holds the office of dea- 
con. Tlie paternal grandparents were Moses Scott and Narcis- 
sus (Underwood) Millican. The maternal grandparents were 
J. C. Abel and Annie (Hinds) Abel. Of their nine children 
three survive. After the death of his first wife he marrietl 
again, and is now living at the advanced age of eighty-seven 
years. William F. is the second of a family of eight children. 
He attended the public schools in his boyhotxi days, after which 
he worked on a farm and on the public works at Rockwood. 
From a laborer he advanced to the position of mine foreman, 
which he was filling when he met with an accident, in Novem- 
ber, 1896, which incapacitated him for further work in that 
line. On July i, 1897, he received the appointment of post- 
master from the late President McKinley, and was reappointed 
by President Roosevelt. Prior to that, he served as city clerk 
one term and in the legislature. l)eing elected in 1894 to the 
forty-ninth general asseml)ly of Tennessee, and was a member 
of the session that settled the memorable Evans-Turney contest. 
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As a member of the house, he served on the committee on 
labor and several other important committees. Mr. Millican 
IS one of the public-spirited men of Rockwood, always toking 
zn interest in movements to advance the interests of the city, 
and has the n.ame of being one of the best postmasters in 
Eastern Tennessee. He is a meml)er of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, and has three times represented his lodge in 
the Grand Lixlge. He has l)een twice married. His first wife, 
to whom he was married, Nov. 4. 1883. was Miss Anna 
Joseph, a native of Wales and a daughter of Jolin and Jane 
Joseph, of Rockwood. By this marriage he had five children: 
Jennie May, now Mrs. John T. Dickson ; Elmma, a clerk in the 
lx)stof!ice with her father; Anna, in schfH)l; Harry, died at the 
age of five months, and Maude. The mother of these children 
died in June, 1893, and on March 28, 1895, Mr. Millican mar- 
ried Miss Lizzie, daughter of Samuel J. and Letha (Kendrick) 
Acuff. of Rf)ane county. Four children have been born to this 
.second marriage: Hobart, died at the age of five weeks; 
Madge E., \\ illiam F.. Jr., and Neil Wright. Mr. Millican's 
first wife was a memljer of the Methodist Episcopal Giurch 
South, and he and his present wife belong to the Christian 
church. 



war he was a Republican. He die<l in 1892. esteemed by all 
who knew him as an honorable and worthy citizen and a 
charitable neighlx)r. He married a Miss Minerva Burnctte. a 




HON. ABS/VLOM P. THOMP- 



SON, a pronn'nent attorney of Rock- 
wood, Tenn., was born at Pigeon 
Ford, Sevier county, Tenn., April 
24. 1844. His father, Robert B. 
Tliompson. was born in Wythe 
county. Va., in 1820. The last 
twenty- four years of his life he was 
in the employ of the Roane Iron 
Company. Before the dissolution of 
the old Whig party he affiliated 
with that organization, but after the 
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dauf^htcr of OsLx^rn J. and Qith.irine (Krouse) Biirnette, and 
one of a large family of children. She is still living in Rock- 
\v(XkJ, at the age of seventy-six years. A. P. Thompson is one 
of seven children, all living. He was educated in the common 
schods and later attended mght school. On Aug. 19, i86i» he 
enlisted in Company E, First Tennessee infantry, and served 
until Sept 17, 1864. In that time he fought in numerous 
engagements, among them Wild Gut and Milt Springs, Ky.. 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., and was with Sherman on his "March to 
the Sea." After the war, he was associated with General 
Wilder in building- the town of Rtxrkwood, and was the keeper 
of the furnace that made the hrst iron with coal for fuel that 
was made south of Mason and Dixon's line, in 187 1 he went 
to Chattanoog^a, where he was employed in the rolling-mills. 
During his fourteen years' residence in that city, he attended 
the night schools and read law with CaL H. B. Case. In 1885 
he was admitted to the bar, his license being signed by Judge 
John B. Hoyle, of tiie circuit court, and Chancellor William 
Bradford. Soon after his admission he returned to Rockwood, 
and has ever since been engaged in the practice of his profes- 
sion at that point. Under the administration of President 
Arthur, he was appointed postmaster at Glenalice. Roane county, 
and also served four years tinder the Harrison administration. 
In 1896 he was elected to the legislature, and was re (^Ucud in 
1898. As a member of the house he served on the comniutees 
on judiciary, railroads, banks and insurance, agriculture, and 
several tithers of lesser importance. He was the acknowledged 
leader on the Republican side, though he was in harmony with 
the leaders of the opposition on the question of redistrictii^ 
the state for judicial purposes. In 1898 he was appointed jus- 
tice of the peace, and held the office for six years. Mr. Thomp- 
son is a member of the drand Army of the RepuUic and is 
adjutant of his post. He and his wife are members of the 
MethcKlist Episcopal church, and are recognized as one of the 
leading families of Rixkvvood in church and social matters. He 
was married. May t8. 1865, to Mi'^s Ruth C. daughter of 
Henry P. W. and Margaret D. (Horner) Hcines, of Roane 
county. To this marriage have been born the following chil- 
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drcn : Margaret M., now Mrs. J. C. Stith, of Russellville, Ga. ; 
Robert \\ .. who was a railroad conductor on the Illinois Cen- 
tral and who was injured in an accident, near Canton, Miss., 
July 24, 1896, and died two days later, having married Miss 
Geitnide Williams and been the father of one child, Ruth £liz- 
abeth, who died at the age of three months; Laura F., the third 
child, married and residing at Rodcwood; Lillie May, now 
Mrs. David E. Drips, of RusseUville^ Ga.; John Wilder* who 
died at the ag^e of six years; Anna Catharine, Blaine and 
Arthur, the three last-named dying in infancy. 

HON. A. E. RADERT, jud.tre of the Anderson county 
court, Clinton, J'enn., was lx>rn in France, Sept. 13. 1869, and 
is the only surviving child born to Amiel and Marie (Brassin) 
Radert. The father, in early life, became associated with the 
zinc manufacturing industry in his native kmd. The business 
finally brought him and his family to the United States, where 
for some time he was located at St Loub, Mo., and since 1880 
in Qinton, where he w .is connected w itli the zinc works until 
they were closed. He is still living' in Clinton, at the age of 
sixty-five years, and has one Itrothcr, Jules, living in France. 
The mother died in i8S(i. at tiie age <>f forty-five. Both par- 
ents were members of the Catholic clnirch, to which the father 
still belongs. Judge Radert received his first education in 
France, but the greatest part o£ it was obtained in the schools 
of St. Louis, though he afterward attended school at Knoxville 
and Clinton. From' the time he quit school until 1898 he was 
employed as bookkeeper by the Fisher & Burnett Lumber Com- 
pany, of Knoxville. In 1898 he was elected to his present posi- 
tion, and has been re-elected every year since. Being an expert 
accountant, the Unuh of Trustee W. W. Hays secured his 
employment as <leputy trustee, and he straightened out the 
affairs of the office for the first time in the history of tlie 
county. In his official capacity he has won a reputation for 
carefulness and capability that any man might envy. Judge 
Radert is a prominent meniljer of the Knights of Pythias, a 
past diancellor commander, and has three or four times rep- 
resented his lodge in the Grand Lodge, where his natural talent 
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and executive ability have made him a useful and influential 
factor in the affairs of the order. He was married, in May, 
1901, to Miss Marietta Foster, a daughter of M. N. and Rosa 
Foster, of Clinton. Her father is one of the leading merchants 
and owner and proprietor of the Foster House, one of the well- 
known and appreciated hotels of Eastern Tennessee. Mrs. 
Radert died Feb. 2, 1902. leaving an infant daughter, Marie. 
She was well known in Ointon, a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Ouirch South, and her death was sincerely mourned 
by a large circle of friends. 




D.AVID REES, D. D. S., a promi- 
nent dentist and mayor of Clinton, 
Tenn., was born at Aberdare, Wales, 
Jan. 27, 1864. His parents, Daniel 
and Margaret ( Evans ) Rees, were 
both natives of Wales, the Welsh 
spelling of the name being "Rhys." 
At the close of the Civil war in 
America they came to this country, 
and settled in Eastern Tennessee, 
where the father soon became identi- 
fied with the mining interests of that 
section. H-e was a pioneer in the coal mining industry, and 
was a member of the Walden Ridge Coal Company, of Sale 
Creek, Hamilton county. He is now living at Oliver Springs. 
age<l seventy-five years. He removed to Oliver Springs in 
1882, and his wife died there in 1889, Ijeing about fifty-five 
years of age. Their four children are David, the subject of 
this sketch ; John, Thomas and Mary, now Mrs. John Tliomas, 
all but David residing in Colorado, David attended the com- 
mon schools during his boyhood, and then worked in the mines 
to acquire the means of securing a l^ettcr education. In 1886 
he took one term in the dental department of V^anderbilt uni- 
versity, and in 1892 was graduated from the dental department 
of the Tennessee Medical college, at Knoxville. Tenn.. with 
honorable mention, and since that time has l>een engaged in the 
practice of dentistry and interested in the development of the oil 
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and gas fields of Tennessee and adjoining states. In 1902 he 
was elected mayor of CUtiton, talcing the ofike on New Year's 
day* 1903, for a term of two years. In the election he had no 
opposition, being the unanimous choice of the people of the 
city. This tells better than words of his merit and popularity 
among tliuse who know him best and who are his daily asso- 
ciates. During his term of office he advocated no salary for 
the nwyor and aldermen, and was elected for a second term, 
having no opposition. Doctor Rees is a nicinljcr of Alpha 
lodge No. 376, Free and Accepted Masons, in which he has 
been honored by Jioiiig elected w Mi ^hipt'itl master and repre- 
sentative to the Grand Lodge, lie is also a Kinglit of Pythias 
and an Odd Fdlow, and he and wife belong to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. He was married, March 15, 1894, 
to Miss Lottie Abbott, of Geveland, O. She is a daughter of 
Fred A. and Libbie Abbott, her father being connected with 
the wholesale and retail house of Stirling, Welch & Co. Doc- 
tor Rees and his wife have two sons, Abbott and David Spen- 
cer. 

HINSON DUNCAN HICKS, M. D., a physician, of Oin- 
lon, Tenu., is a descendant of some of the oldesl families of 
Tennessee and North Carolina. His paternal great-great- 
grandfather was a fanner, before the Revolution, in the neigh- 
borhood of Raleigh, N. C, and his name was Raleigh Hicks. 
His son, Richard, the great-grandfather of the Doctor, also 
lived and died near Raleigh, but the grandfather, John Hicks, 
came to Tennessee in early life. On the maternal side, the 
Duncans came from North Carolina to Tennessee over 100 
years ago. D<xtor TTicks is a son of William R. and Mary 
I.. (Dnncan) Hick-N. and was born in AndersDii county, Teiui., 
Oct. I.}, 1.S76. Dnriiig the Civil war his father scr\cd in 
Company C, Second Tennessee infantry, from Aug. 8. 1861, 
until in February, 1865. The regiment received its Ixipti.sni 
of fire at Wild Cat, Ky., under Gen. George H. Thomas; was 
at Mill Springs, Murfreesboro, in pursuit of Gen. John Mor- 
gan, the noted raider, and was surrounded and captured at 
Rogersville, Tenn., Nov. 6. 1863. The captives were con- 
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fined at Bell Islaiui for a time, aiui were then taken to Libby 
prison, where they were held until September, 1864, when they 
were taken farther south. At Augusta, Ga., Mr. Hicks es- 
caped, but was afterward recaptured ajid held a prisoner at 
the Florence pristui, Qiarleston, S. C.> remaining in prison 
altogether over thitteen months. When he came home, in 
February, 1865, he' weighed less than xoo pounds. Today, 
he weighs 190, and is in good health. After the war he taught 
school, borrowed law books from Col. C, J. Sawyer and 
equipped himself for the practice of law. Since his admis- 
sion to the bar he has served on the ^nch in the second 
judicial circuit for sixteen years, and is now next door to 
Colonel Sawyer, w lio gave him the first encouragfement to study 
law. He was marrietl on March K). 1868. and DiKtor Hicks 
is the third of a family of four children. He was educated 
at the Clinton high school, and later took a select course 
in Grant Memorial university. He then entered the medical 
department of the University of Louisville, Louisville, Ky.. 
and graduated in April, 190a Since then he has been engaged 
in the practice of hts profession at Qinton. Doctor Hicks 
represents the pfx>gressive lU-ment of the medical profession. 
Although a young- man, he has won a high standing in his 
chosen calling, and commands the respect i>f his brother physi- 
cians and the public generally. He is a nieml)er of the Ten- 
nessee State Medical association and of the Anderson County 
Medical society. He is the examiner for the Efjuitable, Massa- 
chu.setts Mutual and /Etna Life Insurance companies, in Clin- 
ton; a member of the Clinton board of examining surgeons 
for pensioners; is a prominent member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and belongs to the Methodist ^iscopal 
church. 

L. H. CARLOCK, attorney-at-law, LaFollette, Tenn., was 

bom in McMinn countv, of tliat state. Oct. 20, 1873. His 
father is the Rev. L. L. II. t\arlock. now .serving his second 
term as presiding elder of the Abingdon district. He was lx)ni 
in Missouri, in 1845; clerked in a store until sixteen years of 
age; then enlisted in the Confederate army and served two 
ii-ao 
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years, l)cing a prisoner at Fort Delaware at the clt)se of the 
war. He then went to tlie home of his uncle, Janies C. Car- 
lock, in McMinn county, walking from Fort Delaware to 
Nashville, and alternately taught and attended sdiool until he 
finished his education. He has filled pulpits at some of the 
principal cities in Ohio, and at Knoxville, and was for some 
time president of Sullivan's college, at Bristol, Tenn. Several 
of his twelve brothers and sisters are hving, and all are use- 
ful members of society. He married Xamiie C. Cass, whi>se 
mother was a relative of the notetl Catholic i)riest. Father 
Ryan, and to tliis marriage were h trn st \ cs! children ; Mary 
Ulive. n«)W Mrs. James R. Brener. of llii^tol; Edith, Mrs. 
Rol)crt Harnsby. of Athens; L. H.. the subject of this sketch; 
Clvue, Mrs. \\ . H. Hull, of Marion, Va. ; Lucie Lee, wife of 
James W. Sheffey; Harold, bookkeeper, at Bristol; Katie R., 
now a student at Martha Washington college. L. H. Carlock 
was educated at Emory and Henry college, first taking an 
academic course, then the degree of B. A., and later a post- 
grathiMte course, after which he was adjunct professor in Latin 
and Greek for one year. He then entered the law department 
of Washington and Lee college, and from this institution he 
received the deijree of LL P.. Mr. Carlock began the practice 
of law in Chattanooga, in tin- office of Creed V. Bates, but nine 
months later he was hurt in the Richardson building fire, anfl 
went to Knoxville. where he iiH.k up practice as soon as suf- 
ficently recovered from his injuries. In the fall of 1902 he 
located in LaFollette, where he has a good business, extending 
to all the state and Federal couils. Mr. Carlock has a high 
standing — at the bar as a lawyer and in the community as a 
man and a citizen. He was married. Dec 21, 1898, to Miss 
May Belle, daughter of Jcrotnc and Belle (Mabry) Temp]e^» 
of Knoxville. Mrs. Carlock died Jutie ^o. 1902, leaving one 
child, Mary Isabel. Mr. Carlock is a M,i^'>n. and is secretary 
of his Uxlge. He is also a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN DeMAR- 
CUS, of Clinton, Tenn., sheriff of 
^_ Anderson county and deputy United 

^^^F ^ States marshal, was born in that 

county, Oct. 25, 1853, his parents 
being Job and Margaret (Cooler) 

DeMarcus, both natives of Tennessee, 

the former of Anderson and the lat- 
ter of Hamblen county. The father 
was a farmer in mo<lerate circum- 
stances, and knew much of the hard- 
ships of pioneer fami life in Ten- 
nessee. Before the war he was strenuously opposed to seces- 
sion, and three of his sons fought in the Union army. He 
died at the age of eighty-seven years, having all his life been a 
devote<i Giristian and a great reader of the Bible. The pater- 
nal grandfather, Solomon DeMarcus. came to Tennessee from 
North Carolina early in the last century. Abraham L. De- 
Marcus is the eleventh of the twelve children born to his 
parents. John died at the age of thirty years; Balcerie mar- 
ried Thomas Long, and died at the age of twenty-five; Solo- 
mon died at the age of forty-five; Joseph married, and is still 
living at Spencer, Ind. ; Amos is a Baptist minister, who, al- 
though afflicted with rheumatism, still preiiches from a chair; 
Frazier was also a minister, who filled pulpits in Tennessee, 
Indiana and Kentucky. fre(|uently preached while in the army, 
and died, aged alx^ut thirty-five, of consumption ; Jane mar- 
ried a Mr. Hankins, and died, aged alxiut forty-five; Brad- 
ford died in the army, at Camp Pigeon Roost; Taylor died, at 
the age of thirty-seven; James died, at the age of nineteen, 
and William, the youngest, lives on the old home farm. The 
mother of these children died, some time in the eighties, aged 
about sixty-seven years. The subject of this sketch attended 
the common schools, where he acquired the nidiments of an 
education, which he has greatly enlarged by reading and self- 
cufture. At the age of seventeen he went to Indiana, where 
for four years he worked with his brothers at farm work and 
other occupations. He then returned to Tennessee and taught 
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penmanship for some time. He was appointed deputy United 
States marslial. under tlie Harrison administration, holdinj^ the 
ottice lor lour xt-ars. He was then electe«l city recorder for 
two years, but at the close of the lirst year resigned to be- 
come a candidate for sheriff. Tliis office he held two terms, 
and when President McKinley came into office he was reap- 
f)ointed to the position of deputy marshal, which he still holds. 
In April, 1904, the county court elected him to serve out the 
unexpired term of G. W. Moore, deceased. Mr. DeMarcus 
is a member of the Independent Order of Odd I'ellow.s and the 
Knij^iits of Pythias, antl has i).i-sed through the chairs in 
both l<xlges. In Odd Fellowship he is the oldest meml)er of 
Clinton lodq^c. He was married, Jan. 27. 189-', to Miss Ella 
Enimcrt, the youngest daughter of Hoti. William C and Mary 
( Rcii^liaw ) Kmtnert, oi I'nicoi comity, Tenn. Her father 
was a prominent lawyer, and served two terms in the Ten- 
nessee legislature. He died July 7, 1893, at the age of seventy 
years. His widow is still living, residing at Erwin, Unicoi 
county, where she is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and highly esteemed by her neighbors and a large 
circle of friends. Mr. and Mrs. DeMarcus have one son, 
Daniel Kelly. Mr. DeMarcus is a member of the Baptist 
church, and his wife is a Presbyterian. Tlu'v live in one of 
the liandsomest residences in Ginton, and tlieir home is one 
of the most hospitable in the city. 

CHARLES MORTON GLOVER, cashier of the LaFollette 
State bank, LaFollette, Tenn., was bom in Lawrence county, 
Ind., May 8, 1867. His father, John B. Glover, ts a native 
of Harrison cmmty. Ind.; a graduate of the Indiana State 
university; treasurer of Lawrence county from 1868 to 1872; 
treasurer of the State from 1872 to 1874; consul to Havre, 
France, fnnn 1881 to 1885; deputy revenue collector for the 
sixth internal revenue district of Indiana, at Indianapolis, from 
i<)Oi to i(>n3. when lie resigned on account of ill-health: a 
pronounced Republican from the organization of the party, 
and a personal and political friend *»f the late Cioveriior Mor- 
ton. Before the war he learned dentistry, and followeti that 
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profession until 1861, when he organized Company H, Thirty- 
eighth Indiana volunteer infantry, and was made captain of the 
company. At the end of six months he was promoted to the 
rank of major, but he was severely wounded at the battle of 
Murfreesboro, which compelled his resignation. Major Glover 
is one of the best-known men in Indiana, where he has been 00 
the stump in several campaigns, and is one who can number 
iiis friends by the nunil)er of his ac(|uaintances. He is a great 
reader and keeps himself well iiifomied on the world's prog- 
ress. He nuirrie<l Mary (.'arric May. a ilauj^^hter of Prof. 
James G. May, one of the most celebrated teachers in Indiana. 
His school work aggregated forty-seven years, during which 
time he equipped and molded the character of hundreds of 
young men who afterward made their mark in the business 
and professional life of the country. The paternal grand- 
father, Thomas Gaddis Glover, owned a farm on the feunous 
"Lost river," in Orange county, Ind,, and died there at the 
age of eighty-nine years. The children of John B an l Mary 
C. (ilover were: Nannie B., now Mrs. J. W. McClain, of 
Indianapolis; Lulu C, wife of \\'. B. Holton. an Indianapolis 
broker: Claude \\'., died in France, in 1881, at the age of 
fourtfcn; the fourth child died in infancy: Charles Morton, the 
yinuigest of the family and the subject of this sketch. He was 
educated in the Bedford schools until his parents went to 
Havre. There he attended the Lysee, and aftef ward a govern* 
ment sdiool at Stuttgart, Germany. After the return to 
America, he was bookkeeper for the Arthur Jordan Poultry 
and Produce Company, of Indianapolis; the Indianapolis Gas 
Company, the Dietridi syndicate of gas companies, and in 
Decemlier, 1903. came to LaFollette and accepted his present 
position. Mr. (ilover has few equals as an accountant, and 
has won an enviable reputation in financial circles for his 
.ability and conscientious performance of duty. He is a Knight 
of Pythias and has passed through the chairs of his lodge. 
In July, 1901, he was married to Miss Edith May Fowler, 
daughter of Kelly M. and Mary E. (Hdliday) Fowler, of 
Franklin, Ind. Their seven children were: Charles West, 
Alice Maud, Pearl, Edith May, Bess B., Gertrude and Ray- 
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mond. Mr. and Mrs. Glover are both popular in the social 
life of LaFollette. She is a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. 




HON. HARVEY MARION La- 
FOLLETTE, president and general 
manager of the LaFollette Coal, Iron 
and Railway Company, and founder 
of the city of LaFollette, the county 
seat of Camplxrll county, Tenn., is 
of French extraction. A few years 
l)cfore the beginning of the Ameri- 
can Revolution three brothers, Joseph, 
George and W illiam LaFollette, came 
from near Tours in Touraine, 



I'rance, to America, and afterward 
fought with the Marquis de La Fayette in that historic war. 
Jesse LaFollette, a son of Joseph, and grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, fought with the famous Kentucky Rifles in 
the war of 1812, and afterward settled in the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, first in Harrison, then in Putman county. There 
Harvey M. LaFollette, the father of the subject, was born, in 
1832, the youngest of a family of eleven children. About 
three years later Susan C. Fullenwider was l>orn, in the ad- 
joining county of Montgomery. She is of German and Hol- 
land lineage, her mother being a \'an Nuis. This couple were 
marrie<l and lived for a while in Wisconsin, where Harvey M. 
LaFollette was lx)rn, in Dane county, near tlie city of Madi- 
son, Sept. 8, 1858. Gov. Robert Marion LaFollette. of Wis- 
consin, his first cousin, was born and reared upon an adjoin- 
ing farm. The father was a merchant and miller, and met his 
death by an accident. Sept. 4, 1865. while hauling s«ime heavy 
machinery from the railway station to his mill. The mother is 
still living, residing at Thorntown, Ind. H. M. LaFollette 
received his earlier education in the Thorntown schools and 
at Walxish college. Crawfordsvillc. Ind. In the fall of 1876 
he went to Paris and attended the Ecole Polytechnique and 
College de France. P>efore returning to his native land he 
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also attended the University of Gottingen, and the Collegiu 
Romano, at Rome. He returned to the United States in the 
fall of 1880; became the principal of the high school at West- 
field, Ind. ; later he had charge of the Farmers* institute, near 
LaFayette, Ind. ; was superintendent of the Boone county schools 
from 1883 lo 1887; was elected state superintendent of public 
instruction in 1886, and re-elected two years later. While serv- 
ing in that otiice he collected over half a million dollars of un- 
reported and misplaced school funds, and introduced methods 
that helj>ed to place the public schix)ls of that state upon a high 
plane. Aluch of this work was done during his first tenii, which 
so endeared him to the honest people of the ^tate that he led 
his ticket by more than 5,000 votes in 1888 — the largest lead 
of a party ticket ever made in the state. Upon retiring from 
this office he took up the profession of civil and mining engi- 
neer; purchased about 35,000 acres of finely timljered and 
mineral lands in Campbell county, Tenn.; organized the La- 
Follette Coal, Iron and Railway Company to develop these 
lands, and constructed the Tennessee Xorthern railway from 
Lal-'ollette Junction to tiie little ciiy iKarinij his name, subse- 
quently selling it to the Stnithern Railway Company. The 
company, of which he is president and manager, now owns, 
at LaFollette, the largest blast furnace in the South, having a 
capacity of 300 tons of pig-iron daily; 342 coke ovens; a daily 
capacity of 3,000 tcms of coal from its mines; mines 1,000 tons 
of iron ore daily; besides rock and sand quarries, etc. It has 
six locomotives, sixty cars, extensive mechanical equipments, 
and one-third of the taxes of the county, excluding railwa3rsi 
are paid by this company. In the development of this gnat 
industry Mr. T-aFoUette has shown himself to l)e a man of 
indonn'table energy and possessed of a high order of executive 
ability. He is a thirty-second degree Ma«on. a Knight Tem- 
plar and a Noble of the Mystic Shrine, lie is also a Kuis^lu 
of Pythias. On June i, 1898, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Katharine, daughter of the late Evan T. and Elizabeth 
(Hocker) Warner, of Lexington, Ky. They have one son. 
Marion Warner. Mr. LaFollette is a member of the Society 
of Friends, and his wife belongs to the Giristian church. 
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CHARLES E. CROWTHER, superintendent of the 
furnaces of the LaFollette Coal, Iron and Railway Company, 
at LaFollette, Tenn., was born in Newport, Ky., May 30, 1877. 
For three generations his family have been actively identified 

with the iron industry in the United States. His grand- 
father, Joseph J. Crowthcr, came from England in the early 
part of the nineteenth centnry. and while still a young man 
became one of the stockholders in the Ne\viK)rt Iron VVorks. 
He was a pioneer in the blast furnace business iti this country, 
and is still living, at the age of eighty-four years, having for 
the last twelve years been retired from active busineis lile. He 
makes his home with his daughter. Mrs. Dr. J. F. McGamey, 
at Lorain, O. His wife died in 1900, aged seventy-five years. 
£. C. Crowther, son of Joseph J. and father of the subject of 
this sketch, was bom in Newport, in 185a As he grew to 
manhood he learned the iron business with his father, and lias 
followed this occupation all his life. He has suix;rintended 
furnaces at Marquette. Mich.; Pittsburg, Pa.; Cleveland and 
Ironton, O. ; Xewprtrt, Ky.. and Hamilton. Canada, and is 
now in charge of the blast furnaces of the T^i Belle Iron Works, 
at Steubenville. D. He is known to iron manufacturers all 
over the country, aiul is a Scottish Rite Mason. W'liile living 
in Newport he niarried Miss Harriet Hall, daughter of Isaac 
and Harriet Hall, of that city, and to this marriage were born 
the following children: Mae G., now Mrs. P. H. McQuillette, 
of Geveland, O. ; Charles E., the subject ; Bessie M. and Joseph. 
Mrs. Crowther's father is deceased, and her mother makes her 
home with Mr. and Mrs. Crowther. at Steulxmville. Oiarlcs 
E. Crowther attended the common sdiools and finished his edu- 
cation in the Kingsbury high scIuh.) at Ironton. C). Aft^r leav- 
ing sch<K^l. lie learned the l)last furnace business witli hi'; father, 
and began life for himself as su])erintendent of the Emma and 
Newburg blast furnaces, at Cleveland. Here he was employed 
for alxHit a year and a half, when he took charge of the 
furnaces belonging to the late United States Senator M. A. 
Hanna, at Buffalo, N. Y. Later he was with the National Steel 
Company for two years, and one year with the Alabama Coal, 
Iron and Railway Company, at Talladega. In December, 1903. 



Digitized by Google 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 313 

he came to LaFolIette and took his present position. Although 
a young man, Mr. Crowther is master of his trade, fully under- 
stands the blast furnace and its construction, and keeps in touch 
with all the improvements introduced into iron manufacture. 
He is a stockholder in the Xiles Car and Manufacturing Com- 
pany, of Niles, O. On March i. 1903. he was married to Miss 
Dorie Dorn, a native of Pittsburg. Pa., though her parents now 
reside at St. Louis, Mo. Both Mr. Crowther and his wife are 
church members, and are popular in the community. Recently 
Mr. Crowther and his partner. Mr. Whaley, have secured a 
patent on a steel cross-tie for railroads. Practical railroad men 
who have examined it say it is entirely feasible and is des- 
tined to do away with wocxlen ties. 

WILLIAM A. OWENS, of La- 
FolIette. Tenn.. is one of the leading 
attorneys of Campljell and the sur- 
rounding counties. He was born at 
Well Spring, Campbell county, Feb. 
4, i860, and is a son of Daniel and 
Elizabeth (Woodson) Owens. The 
father was lx>rn in Claiborne county, 
near Old Town Creek, May 10, 1810. 
In 1844 he removed with his family 
to Well Spring, and there followed 
his vocation of farming imtil his 
death, in January, 1886. The paternal grandfather, Jacob 
Owens, fought with Jackson in the war of 181 2, and with 
Taylor in the Mexican war, and died at the age of eighty- 
three years. The maternal grandparents, John and Elizabeth 
(Dickinson) Woodson, came from Virginia to Tennessee in 
the early thirties. He lived to be 100 years old and his wife 
died at the age of eighty-five. The Woodsons came originally 
from England, and the Dickinsons were of Scotch extraction. 
William A. Owens is the ninth of a family of eleven. Har- 
riet N. is the widow of George W. Petree; Jane M., died in 
1876, as Mrs. W. R. Mars; Elizabeth is the widow of Camp- 
bell Edmondson; Marj- E. is the widow of John Webb; George 
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W. and Robert are both deceased; John, a larnier, in Haw- 
kins county, died in Augaist, 1904; Bedie O. is Mrs. Cjcor^e 
VV. Moree, oi Hawkins ci unity; William A. is the subject of 
this sketch; Josie died when sixteen years old; James M. re- 
sides in Plicenix, Ariz. Mr. Owens acquired his education 
in the common schools and at Powell's Valley academy, at 
Wdl Spring. After leaving^ school, he followed farming until 
1889, when he read law under Judge D. K. Young, and the 
same year, at Jadcsboro, obtained his license to practice law 
from Judges Henry R. Gibscm and J. P. South. In 1890 he 
located at Tazewell, and began the practice of liis profession. 
In April, i')02, he came to LaFollette, where he lias buih 
up an excellent business. He is attorney for the Lah'ollette 
Coal, Iron and Railroad G>mj)any, and has a practice that ex- 
tends to all the state and Federal courts. He is a diligent stu- 
dent and has one of the tinest law libraries in the county. Mr. 
Owens is a Democrat, and has always taken an active part 
in politics; was a delegate to the Kansas City convention in 
1900; has attended all of the state conventions since he was 
sixteen years of age. On Sept. 5, 1897, he was married to Miss 
Lucy Epps. daughter of E. E. and Kate (Fugate) Epps. of 
Tazewell P.oth Mr. and Mrs. Owens are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

L. M. SrOTT. M. D.. a prominent physician of Jellico. 
Tenn., \Na> lj-)rn in Franklin enmity. Ky.. Jan. 19. 1862, and is 
a son of Levi and Louisa ^^Du \ all^ Scott, both natives of 
that county, where th^ still reside, and where the father has 
been engaged all his active life in farming and merchandizing. 
He is, and has been for years, a deacon in the Baptist church. 
The maternal grandmother of Doctor Scott was a Marshall, 
and was related to the family of Marshalls that has played so 
prominent a part in the history of Kentucky. Doctor Scott 
is the fourth in a family of ten children, eight of whom arc 
still livincf. His early e<lncation was obtained in the common 
and pri\ate scli<»ls. He th.en ntteiided the I'Vanklin seminary, 
a private institution, where he t*Ktk a special course, jireparatory 
to the study of medicine. Upon leaving .sch»x)l, he read medi- 
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cine with Dr. Daniel Gober, one of the most eminent physi- 
cians of Memphis. During the yellow fever epidemic in that 
city. Doctor Gober oootracted the disease, but recovered and 
afterward bad a chair in the Memphis Hospital College ot 
Medicine. Iti 1S85 Dcxrtw Scott graduated from the medical 
department of the University of Louisville. In a class of 
eighty-five, he was one of ten selected to share the class honors, 
and stood fourtli in the select ten, l-'or two years he prac- 
ticed at Frankfort, Ky., and during the whole time was the 
city physician. He then went to Omaha, Neb., and practiced 
there for atx)ut a year, after which he located in Jellico, where 
he has practiced continuously ever since. Although his prac- 
tice is of a general character, he gives special attention to 
diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, in the treatment of 
which he has been highly successful. Doctor Scott is the local 
physician and surgeon for the Louisville & Nashville Railroad 
Company, and, besides his professional work, is interested in a 
number of business enterprises, being president of both the 
Jellico Coal Company and the Jellico Ice Company. He ha-; 
servetl the city in tlie capruity of alderman, and is regarded as 
one of the most progressixe men in the town. He is a meml>er 
and worshipful master of Boston lodge, No. 593, Free and 
Accepted Masons, and bdongs to the ^pter and commandery 
at Richmond, Ky. He is also a member of Corsair temple. 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Louisville. In Odd Fellowship 
he is a past noble grand. In 1888 he was married to Miss 
Clara B. Stafford, a native of Terre Haute, Ind., and daughter 
of Joseph R. and Fannie (Miles) Stafford, the father a native 
of Ireland and the mother of Kentucky. Botii are deceased. 
The Doctor and his wife are members of tlie Christian church. 

HENRY M. CASS. M.I)., a physician and surgeon, of 
Morristown, I cnn.. was born near Elizabcthton, Carter county, 
Tenn., Nov. 24, 1874. His father, William Cass, was born in 
North Carolina, in 1820, and there grew to manhood. During 
his early manhood he engaged in the iron manufacturing busi- 
ness, owning and operating a furnace on Stony creek, near 
Elizabcthton. Later he sold the furnace and engaged in farm- 
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ing. He served as captain in the militia and as trustee of Car- 
ter county for one term. His death occurred in 1889. While 
living iti North QiroHna he was captain of a company that was 
sent to Florida to suppress an Indian outbreak. The ( ass fam- 
ily came from two brothers of that name who came from Wales 
durinpf the colonial days. One went to Michigan and the other 
settled in Pctnisylvania. and thi< latter was the iiauulcr of the 
North Carolina and Tennessee hranch oi the lainil\ . William 
Cass married Ruth E. Cox, a daughter of Caleb and Annie 
(Carriger) Cox and a native of Carter county. To tiiis mar- 
riage were bom eight children: Charles P., bookkeeper for a 
wholesale grocery house at Bri^l, Tenn.; Samuel P., ranchman 
and trustee of El Paso county, Tex. ; Lucy A., Mrs. P. H. Pon- 
der, of Morristown; Joseph W., a merchant, at Johnson City, 
Tenn.; James M., a Methodist Episcopal minister, at Lake 
George, N. Y. ; Etlwin C, a grocer, at Eli7.al)ethton ; I^ewis \V.. 
a first lieutenant in ilie Twelfth United States cavalry, in the 
regular army, and lienry M.. the subject of this sketch. Doctor 
Cass attended the public sch(X>ls of Elizal)eihtt>n and Grant uni- 
versity to the senior year, when he entered the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Louisville. Ky. While attending this 
institution the Spanish-American war came on, and he enlisted 
in the Sixth volunteer infantry as hospital Reward. During 
the summer the regiment was in camp at Chtckamauga park, 
and the winter of 1898-9 was spent in Porto Rico. On March 
15, 1899. he was mustered out, and soon afterward entered the 
medical department of \^-lnde^bi^t university, graduating the 
following year. He at once began practice at Morristown and 
has l)een Iwated there ever since. In kK)^ he tiK)k a special 
rnnrse in bacteriology and pathology in the Colnmbia hospital. 
Doctor Cass is a member of the State Medical .\s>ociation of 
Tennessee: the East Tennessee Medical S(xiety; the Medical 
Society of Hamblen County, of which he is secretary and 
treasurer; is examiner for the New York Life Insurance Com- 
pany and for the Woodmen of the World. He is a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, and holds the offices of steward in the 
lodge and principal sojourner in the Royal Arch chapter. He 
is also a member of the Kappa Sigma chapter, at Vanderbitt 
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university, and is first lieutenant atul battalion adjutant in the 
Third battahon. Third reg"inient, Tennessee National Guard. 



sion. Most of the time he was in tlie Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia, and though several times wounded, he is still alive and 
engaged in merchandizing at Surgoinsville, Tenn. After the 
war, he lived for a while in Scott county. Va., coming to Ten- * 
nessee in the fall of 1883. The paternal grandfather, P. L. 
Henderson, was for ten years the chairman of the county court 
of Hawkins county, Tenn. Of his children, five survive: Guy 
L., W enton. Samuel, Neal G. and Elizal>eth, now Mrs. Isaac 
Parvin. On the maternal side, the great-grandparents were 
among the pioneers of Wythe county. Va., and the grand- 
parents, Andrew and Alpha (Houndshell) Tarter, married in 
that county and afterward removed to Scott county, Va., where 
they rearcfl a family of twelve children, all of whom are yet 
living, .\ndrew Tarter died in 1881, at the age of .seventy- 
six years, and his wife met her death by accidental drowning 
when she was in her ninety-fifth year. I>x:tor Henderson is 
the eldest of seven children. Grace T. graduated in the musical 
department of the Martha Washington college. V^a., in 1898, 
married John J. Wf>lfe, a prominent lawyer, the same year, 
and died Decemljer. 1901, at Joplin, Mo.; Gaines C. died in 
July. 1903. age<l twenty-eight; Emma L. married J. F. Masen- 
gill. a farmer, near Surgoinsville; Andrew T. married Helen 
Turner and resides at Lynchburg, Va. ; Minnie L. is at home 




PLEASANT L. HENDERSON, 
A. ^L, M. D., of Morristown, Tenn., 
one of the leading physicians and 
surgeons of Eastern Tennessee, was 
lx)rn in Scott county, Va., Jan. 15, 
1 806. He is a son of Guy L. and 
Rosanna (Tarter) Henderson, the 
former a native of Tennessee and the 
latter of X'irginia. During the Civil 
war the father served in Company 
A, Twelfth Tennessee cavalry, utider 
General \'aughn. in Wheeler's divi- 
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with her parents, and Maude F. graduated from the hterary 
and music departments of Centenary college, of Cleveland, 
Tenn., in 1904. L>LK:iur Henderson graduated from Emory 
and Henry college, of \ nguua, in 1889, with tlie degree of 
A. B., and later received the degree of A. M. He was the 
valedictorian of his class, the highest- honor that could be con« 
ferred. For four years he was the principal of Churchill 
academy, Churchill, Tenn., where he had five of his brothers 
and sisters as piqNls. In 1893 he entered tte medical depart- . 
ment of VanderbUt university, and attended there two years. 
He then went to New York, where he took a course in 
bacteriology and pathology in the Carnegie laboratory, and 
graduated with the- degree <-f M. D. from I'ellevue Ho-^pital 
Medical college with the class of 1896. (Jn the 19th of May 
• of that ycir he ojKfned his office in Morristown, where he has 
built up a lucrative practice and is looked upon' as one of the 
progressive physicians* of Hamfolen county. Doctor- Henderson 
is 9 member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South,, in 
which he has been a steward for eight years. He has also - 
been superintendent of the Sunday school, president of the Ep- 
Worth league* and the Young Men's Oiristian association, at 
different times and places. He is a member of the Royal Ar- 
canum and the Knights of Pythias, and has passed through the 
chairs in lK>th orders. He is also a Roval Arch Mason and a 
member of the Sigma .\li)ha Ivpsilon college fraternity, also 
president of the Haml>len County Medical society. He is a 
member of the East Tennessee Medical society, also of the 
Tennessee State Medical society. On April 29, 1896. three 
weeks before he located at Morristown, Doctor Henderson was 
united in marriage, to Miss Bertie May Masengill, dav^hter 
of James W. and Elizabeth (Warren) Masengill, of Hawkins 
county. The doctor and his wife have three children: PSaial 
Robertson. Ruth and Agnes Deborah. Mrs. Henderson is a 
member' of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and an 
ardent supporter of her church. 
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J. WILL TAYLOR, a promising 
young lawyer of LaFollelte, Tenn., 
was born in Union county, Tenn., 
Aug. 28, 1880, his parents i)eing Hon. 
James W. Taylor and Sarah E. Tay- 
lor, ucc Rogers, now residing at Stin- 
er, Tenn. His father was born Jan. 
9, 1841, in Monroe county, but re- 
moved with his father to Campbell 
county in his childhood. He was liv- 
ing near the site of the present city 
of I^Follette when the rebellion broke 
out, and with four brothers joined the Union army. He was 
first sergeant in Company C, Fourth Tennessee cavalry, and 
took part in the engagements around Franklin and Nashville. 
Upon the suppression of the Confederacy, Mr. Taylor located in 
Union couiHy,. where he has since Ijeen engagetl in mercantile 
and agricultural pursuits. He owns large interests in Union 
county, and has for many years Ijeen one of its most prominent 
and popular citizens. He has been justice of the {xiace for 
thirty years; was three times chairman <^>f the county court: was 
elected to the lower branch of the Tennessee legislature in 1891. 
and to the state senate in 1895. He has lieen active in Repub- 
lican p()Htics for the past thirty years, and has been remarkably 
successful. He has been twice manied — first, to Miss Katherine 
Sharp, daughter of Nicholas Sharp, and the following children 
were born to the union : George. Emma. William. John F., 
Malinda and Sophia, all of whom are living except William. 
The second and present wife is a daughter of F. H. Rogers. 
Esq., a prosperous farmer of Speedwell. Oailx>rne county, and 
the subject of this sketch and a brother. Thomas, who died in 
infancy, were the only children l>orn to this marriage. His 
father is one of a family of nine children, seven of whom are 
still living: the mother is one of eight children, six of' whom 
survive. J. Will Taylor was eflucatcd in the public schrn^ls of 
Union county, at Holbrook Norma! college, the American Tem- 
perance university and the Lebanon Law school. At fifteen 
years of age. and before he had ever gone to college, he taught 
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his first school, and irom the pursuit of pedagogy he derived 
the means with which to complete his edticatioQ. He graduated 
from the Lebanon Law school in the springy class of 19012, but 
one year before he had been admitted to the bar — jitst three 
months before his arrival at majority. On the occasion of his 
graduation, at I-fk-mon, he was selected to extend the gratitude 
of his class t<^ the faculty — one of the most distinguished honors 
of the event. In Septenil)er fnliowing his graduation, he located 
at Lal-'olk'ttt'. TtMin., wliere he has succefded In^yond liis most 
sanjjuiiie i-xpfct.-itii ms. He is a Mason and an ( )dd I'ellow, and 
takes nnicli |)lea>nre in his nieinlHTsliips. j*(>sM.'^sed of ;i sigiial 
degree of sell-rcHance, he has made ins own way in the world 
by his own indomitable industry. In his youth he was inocu- 
lated with the spirit of political discussion, and at fifteen years 
of age he had established quite a reputation as a stump speaker. 
He has been prominently identified with every campaign for the 
last eight years, and has contributed no little to the success of 
the Republican ticket in his district. Ambitious to a marked 
degree, a diligent student, blessed with a strong constitution and 
a genial disposition, it is safe to predict for him a brilliant and 
successful future. 

EVAx\ T. W ARNER. JR., post- 
master of LaFollette, Tenn., and son 
of Evan T. and Bdttie H. (Mocker) 
Warner, was bom at Lexington, Ky., 
June 19, 1876. John Warner, the 
great-grandfather of the subject of 
this sketch, came from Pennsylvania 
to Kentucky late in the eighteenth 
century. His son. Derwick Warner, 
ijrandfatht'r nf tlie subject, was for 
many vchn tlie i^T.ind master of the 
Masonic (irand I.tnl^^f or Kentucky. 
He was a wholesale iron merchant, in which his son, Evan T.. 
Sr., was associated with him. and after his death conducted 
the business for some Hme. Evan T. Warner, Sr., was bom 
at Lexington, April 7, 1847 : was educated at the old Transyl- 
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vania university, of diat dty; held the office of captain in the 
State Guards, in tlie Civil war, althouc^ stiU in hb teens, and 
after the death of his father was engaged in running a blast 
furnace at Mt. Savage, Ky. He then turned his attention to 
railr oad contracting, and assisted in the construction of the old 
Kentucky Central, now the Chesapeake & Ohio, and other hues. 
Going west, he was successfully interested in real estate ven- 
tures, and in 1890 came to LaFollette, where he was one of the 
chief promoters of the old LaFollette Land and Improvement 
Company, now the LaFollette Coal, Iron and Railway Com- 
pany. In 1895 he brought his family to LaFollette, and in 1897 
was elected the first mayor of the city, serving one term. He 
died Dec. 27, 1900, in his fifty-fourth year. On the maternal 
side, Bettie H. Hocker was born in Lincoln county, Ky.. in 
1851, her parents being James and Harriet (Morris<^n) Hocker. 
They now reside in Lexington, anfl celehraterl their golden wed- 
ding in iqo]. llie mother is a Daughter of the Revolution, 
and the father built the Hocker college, now the Hamilton 
Female institute. Of their fne children, four are yet living. 
Mrs. Warner being one of the survivors. She resides in La- 
Follette. The children of Evan T. and Btittie H. Warner are 
as follows: Bettie, wife of Prof. J. H. Kastle, professor of 
chemistry in the University of Kentucky; Hattie Hocker, now 
Mrs. Dr. W. C. Hobdy, her husband being a surgeon in the 
marine service, in charge of the quarantitie station at IT iinluln; 
Evan T., Jr.; Logan Hocker, now Mrs. Dr. L J. Shepherd, her 
hushand l)eing a physician in the hospital at LaFollette. and 
Katherine, wife of llmi. IT. M. LaFollette. the foiuuler of the 
city that l>ears his name. Lvan 1.. Jr., was educated in the 
public schmls of his native city, an<i later he attended the Ken- 
tucky State university there. After leaving ncIkh)!, he came to 
LaFollette in 1895 ^ ^^^"^ was engaged in agricultural 

pursuits. He then became connected with the LaFollette Gial, 
Iron and Railway Company, as assistant treasurer, which posi- 
tion he still holds. In 1902 he was appointed postmasiter by 
President Roosevelt, but the increase in the volume of business 
placed the office in the third class and on Jan. i. 1903. he was 
reappointed. He has inherited many of the business qualifica- 
ii-ai 



Digitized by Google 



322 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



tions of his father, as may be seen in his nvinagement of the 
lH>stoffice, which is conducted on the most approved hnes, and in 
the business of his position as treasurer of a great and growing 
corporation. On Sept. 5. 1900, Mr. Warner was married to 
Miss Rosetta L<k)s. a granddaughter of Charles Lewis I^oos. 
president of the Kentucky university, at Ijexington. To this 
marriage there have been lH>rn three children : Evan, who died 
at the age of eight months: Mary Logan and William Taylor. 
Both parents are members of the Christian church. 




JESSE X. BROOKS, justice of 
the peace and prominent business man 
of Jellico, Tenn., was lx)m in Whit- 
ley county. Ky., Sept. 11, 1857. His 
father, Thomas J, Brooks, was born 
in Virginia, in 1824, and came with 
his parents to Whitley county in his 
childho<^d. where he followed the vo- 
cation of a farmer all his life. His 
<leath «K'Curred Feb. 10, 1898. His 
parents were Nathan and Polly 
Brooks, typical f)ld-time V'irginians. 
They were among the pioneers of Camplx'll county, where they 
lived to a goo<I old age and reared a family of nine sons and 
one daughter, all of whom have joined the silent majority. On 
the maternal side, the mother of Mr. Brooks was Elizabeth Lay. 
a daughter of Isaac and Catherine Lay. Her father was mar- 
ried six times. By his six marriages he had a numerous family 
of children. Elizal>cth Lav Brooks was bf^rn in iSjq and died 
July I, 1900. Jesse X. is one of a family of twelve children: 
Nancy E.. now Mrs. Joseph Dix. of Campljcll county: Polly 
Ann, who died single at the age of twenty-one years: John W., 
a Baptist minister, of Whitley county, Ky. : Susan. Mrs. Jesse 
Lay, of Whitley county: William and James, both died in 
infancy: Jesse N.. the subject of this sketch: Elizabeth, who also 
died young: Lucy Catherine. Mrs. Prj'or Perkins, of Mad- 
ison county, .Ark. ; Esther, who dierl in childhood : Thomas J., 
a farmer, of Whitley comity, and George L. engaged in mining 
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operations. Jesse N. Brooks received his education in the com- 
mon schools and then worked upon a farm until he reached his 
majority, when he learned the carpenter trade and followed it 
• for four years. He then went into the employ of Perkins & 
Smith, general merchants and real estate dealers, as a clerk, 
and has continuetl with that firm ever since, during the latter 
years looking after the interest of Mrs. Mary A., widow of 
Peter Perkins, who was formerly the senior meml)er of the 
firm. Mr. Brtx)ks owns considerable prc^)erty in Jellico, all of 
which has been accumulated by his industry and frugality. No 
man stands higher in the community, and the soundness of his 
business judgment is evidenced by the fact that he is frequently 
consulted for advice on business propositions. In 1900 he was 
elected justice of the peace and still holds the office. His deci- 
sions as justice have been sustained as lieing based on law and 
justice. He is a meml)er of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, has passed through the chairs of the subordinate lodge 
and served as high priest of the encampment. He is also a 
member of the Baptist church, and is one of the most charitable 
men in Jellico. 



grandfather of North Carolina. His name was Josiah Smith. 
The maternal grandparents, Jacob and Betsey Harmon, reared 
a large family of children, most of whom settled in Missouri. 
Jeremiah Smith is one of a family of nine children : James, 
now a farmer and stock dealer in Oklahoma, ser\'ed in the 





JEREMIAH SMITH, farmer and 
real estate dealer, Jellico, Tenn.. was 
born in Whitley county, Ky., May 3, 
1 85 1. He is a son of Josiah and 
Polly M. (Harmon) Smith, both na- 
tives of Kentucky. The father was a 
farmer and trader all his life, and 
<lie(l .April 16, 1897, in his seventy- 
fourth year. The mother is still liv:- 
ing and resides at Jellico. The pater- 
nal grandfather. James Smith, was 
a native of Tennessee, and the great- 
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Union army in the Civil war; Mary, Mrs. E. K. Crickmore, of 
Arkansas; Nancy, Mrs. James Broyles; Jeremiah, the subject 
of this sketch; Elixabethp Mrs. J. C Douglas, of Jdlico; Lou- 
rani, Mrs. Lewis Perkins; Sarah, Mrs. Aaron Gayk>r; Alice, 
Mrs, Lewis Douglas, now deceased ; Martha, Mrs. William 
Lawson, of Pleasant View. K\ . Mr. Smith's educational oppor- 
tunities were somewhat rudely interrupted hy the advent of the 
Civil war. His boyho<jd was spent in assistini; hi^ father on 
the farm, trapping- in the winter months. an<l ,L;'*mi4 t" schtx>l 
as chance afforded. In early life he showed the cotumcrcial 
instinct by buying and selling calves and other animals. His 
first big venture— at least, it was large for him at that time- 
was the purchase of seventy-five acres of land for $350. Most 
of this amount was accumulated from his live stock deals and 
by digging ginseng. At one time his father and an uncle. 
T. M. Smith, and Richard Perkins owned all the land where 
the town of Jellico now stands. The i>)St-ofticc there was called 
Smithburg, in honor of the family. Few men have done more 
to promote the material interests of Jellico than Mr. Smith. He 
has built more than 100 hou.ses and sold them to men of ?nod- 
erate means on ea.sy terms, and now mwh^ alxnit 30 houses in 
town, besides ab<^ut 1,000 acres of farm land in Campbell 
county, 300 acres of which are under cultivation. He came to 
Jellico thirty-two years ago, and in point of continuous resi- 
dence is one of the oldest inhabitants. During the last twenty 
years he has been repeatedly elected to the office of alderman. 
Mr. Smith was married, March 27, 1873, to Miss Eliza Jane 
Lay, a daughter of J. W. and Bctfie ( Perkins) Lay. of Whit- 
ley county. Ky. Her parents are Ix^th dcvease<l. To Mr. and 
Mrs. .Smith there have been born the following children: Mary 
.■\nn. died at the acje of twentv-one verirs ; Ji^siah, passe<l away 
when but six months old; James. re>iding at home with his par- 
ents; one died in infancy; l^ettie, Mrs. J. T. Mo-tre. of Jellico: 
Peter, a druggist at Jellico; Everett, a student in the Tennessee 
Normal school, at Knoxville, and Pernie. Both the parents are 
members of the Baptist church. 
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HON. JAMES W. CRUMLEY, 
attomey-at-law and mayor of John- 
son City, Tenn,, was born in Sullivan 
county, Tenn., close to the Virginia 
line. Feb. 28, 1856, and is a son of 
Elbert S. and Sarah (Sells) Crum- 
ley, natives of Sullivan county. Tlie 
father was born in 1835; followed 
farming during his earlier life, en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits near 
Bristol; conducted a tannery for some 
time, and in 1872 located at Johnson 



City, where he emlvarked in the stove and tin business until his 
death, in 1881. He was a memljer of the Methodist Episcopal 
Gmrch South, and was a son of Daniel \V. Crumley, who 
served as sheriff and trustee of Sullivan county in his day. The 
mother of Mayor Crumley died May 9, 1900. agetl ahoxit sixty- 
five years. Her brother. George M. Sells, was twice elected 
sheriff of Sullivan county. Of tlie ten children lK)rn to Ell)ert 
ami Sarah Crumley, five are yet living. James W., the subject 
of this sketch, is the eUlest of the family; Samuel S.. now resid- 
ing in Johnson City; Jennie E.. Nora, now Mrs. J. O. Gilmer, 
living in Johnson City; William S.. connected with the Strong 
Luniljer Company, of Bristol. James \V. Crumley receive<l his 
education in the public sch(K>ls of Sullivan county and Johnson 
City; learned the tinner's trade, and followed it for ten years; 
studied law. and was admitted to the bar in iSSg at JoneslH)ro. 
by Circuit Judge A. J. Brown and Chancellor John P. Smith: 
located at Johnson City, and has lx?en in continuous practice 
there since. His practice extends to all the courts, and he is a 
successful lawyer. Mr. Crumley was elected mayor of the city, 
as a Prohibitionist, and had to petition to secure his name upon 
the Ixdlot. He carried every ward in tiic city, but two, and one 
of them was a tie. As mayor of the city, he has given entire 
satisfaction to the {>eople who voted for him. by his clean-cut 
administration of affairs. He married, .some years ago. Miss 
Mollie C. Gregory, who died fourteen months later, leaving one 
son, Edward M. S.. who is a stenographer and was one of the 
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first to receive an appointment as gfatekecper at the Louisiana 
Purchase exposition, at St. Louis. He is a graduate of the 
Johnson City schools. Mrs. Crumley was a native of Virginia, 
a member of the Methoilist Episcopal Cluirch South, and at the 
time of her death was but twenty years of age. Mr. Crumley 
is a meml>er of the MctlKniist Ej)isc<)pal Churcli South, and has 
for many years Ijeen sujKrintendent of the Suntlay school. 



atul the nation. His great-grandfather. Gen. Xathaniel Taylor, 
was one of the pioneers of Carter county, which county was 
named in honor of John Carter, the maternal great-great-grand- 
father. Gen. Nathatiiel Taylor was an uncle of (ien. Zacharv 
Taylor, twelfth president of tlic I'nitcd States. A. A. Taylor's 
grandfather, James P. Tayhjr. was a native of Carter county 
ami was the first attorney-general after the organization of the 
lirst judicial district of the state. He married Mary Carter, 
and their <i]dest son. Rev. Xathaniel (ireene Taylor, was the 
father of the subject of this sketch. He was l)orn in Carter 
coinity. in iSn;: educated at Princeton college and theological 
seminary; junior orator in the Whig hall class of 1840: studied 
for the Presbyterian ministry; afterward Ix^came a Methodist, 
and was for over forty years a meml)er of the Holstein confcr- 
ence; member of the Thirty-third Congress, when Gay and 
Webster spoke against the repeal of the Missouri Compromise: 
one of the Whig electors for Gen. W. H. -Harrison and for 
Henry Clay; an elector for Bell and Everett; opposed to seces- 




HOX. ALFRED A. TAYLOR, 
ex-congressman and prominent attor- 
ney, Embreeville, Teiui.. was Ix^rn, 
.\ug. 6. 1848, near Sycamore Shoals, 
Carter county. Tenn., where Shelby, 
Sevier and Campbell rendezvoused 
and organized their forces just be- 
fore the Ixittle of King's Mountain, 
in the American Revolution. For 
several generations his family have 
been prominently identified with the 
giowth and government of the state 
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sion and canvassed the state in joint discussion with his brother- 
in-law, Landon C. Haynes, afterward a member of the Confed- 
erate senate; todc part in the reconstruction agitation; commis- 
sioner of Indian affairs under President Grant ; meniher of Con- 
gre^ after Tennessee was readmitted, and died, in 1887, at the 
age of sixty-eight years. On the maternal side, the Carters arc 
an old and lioiK^red Virginia family, who were related to the 
historic Lcc ramdy. of which (ien. h'it/'but^di Lee is a descend- 
ant. The mother of Alfred A. Taylor was Emeline Haynes, 
born in the early twenties in Carter connty. She was a dangh- 
ter of David and Rhoda (Taylor) Haynes, and died in 1890. 
Her grandfather, George Haynes, was with General Wash- 
ington during the Revolutionary war. Alfred A. Taylor was 
educated at Kelly's school, at Edge Hill, N. Y., and Princeton 
and Pennington, X. J. After leavirig scIkxjI, he studied law, and 
was admitted to the bar; practiced at J<>nesboro for four year-,, 
where he was a partner of John Allison, now of Nashville ; 
member of the Icgislatnre in 1874; Repnblican elector at every 
presidential election from iSjf) to 1888; in 1888 was an elector 
for state at large; iij>oii the state dclit question, he was selected 
hy the Republican executive comnnllee t«) make the canvass 
against United States Senator Isham G. Harris; candidate for 
governor in 1886, but was defeated by his brother, Robert L. 
Taylor; delegate to both national conventions that nominated 
Benjamin Harrison: elected to Congress in 1886; re-elected in 
1890 and again in 1892; since that time has been engaged in 
agricultural pursuits atid upon the lecture platform. Mr. Taylor 
is prominent in Masonic circles, lieing a mcm1>er of the lodge, 
chapter and commandery. In June, i8<;2. he was married to 
Miss Jennie .Anderson, a slaughter of John and .\nn (Jones) 
Anderson, of Carter county, and they have had eight children 
bom to them; John (died at the age of si.x^^n months), 
Nathaniel Greene. Benjamin Harrison. David Haynes, James 
G. Blaine, Alfred Alexander, Robert Ix>ve and Mary Emeline. 
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E. MUXSEV SLACK, editor and 
proprietor of the Johnson City Staff, 
Johnson City, Tenn., v\as born at 
Bristol, Tenn., Dec. lo, 1878. He 
is tlie fiftli and youngest son of the 
late Senator John Slack, the founder 
and for thirty years the editor of the 
Bristol Courier. He ser\'ed an ap- 
prenticeship at the case, in his youth- 
ful and precocious days, while dally- 
ing with the "Three R's" at the public 
school. In iK<;5 he entere<l the sopho- 



more class at King college, hut left that institution in his senior 
year to l)cconie city editor of the G^KnVr. In September. 1898, he 
cnteretl Franklin college. Pranklin. Ind.. and in the spring of 
1899 was gniduate<l with the degree of Ph.Ii. Returning to 
the blue hills ()f Virginia, he was elected princii)al of Hawkins 
Oial)el institute. Rural Retreat, where he siient a year talking 
lo the mountains and in discovering how little he really knew, 
after all. In the fall of 1900 he succeeded his bndher. diaries. 
H. Slack, as editor of the Courier. His work must have Ijeen 
fairly g<Mxl. fr»r the .Memf>his .ff>f>cal e<litorially observed: 
"Young Good Slack is making a most excellent paper of the 
Bristol Courier." Hut the president of the Courier Publishing 
Company evidently did not think as well of the young man's 
efforts as did the Appeal, for he told Mr. Slack that he was as. 
"idle as a painted ship wyn^n a painte<l ocean." That was in 
May, 190T. and he went to Abing<lon. Va., where he ]mrchased 
the I'irf^inian. On page 591 of ''Summer's History of South- 
west \'irginia." issued in January. i<x>3. is found the following: 
"The I'ir^inian l)ecame the proiH.*rty of E. M. Slack by purchase 
on June 11. T901. and has since l)ecn edited by him. The pres- 
ent editor of the Abiu^dini I'lr^iinian is young, intelligent, inde- 
pendent and enterprising to a degree that is seldom e.vcellcfl in 
this country, and in the opinion of the author he is the best- 
e(|uippc<l newsi)aper man that the town has had in many years. 
The newspaper of which he is the editor is Ijeyond question the 
best newspaper to W foiuid in the Southwest." On June i,. 
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1903, Mr. Slack purchased the Johnson City Staff, a semi- 
weekly anil absolutely inde|)en(lent newspaper, and, although he 
has not become a bloated lx)ndholder or a multi-millionaire, he 
has had no difficulty to keej) out of the hands of the sheriff. 
Mr. Slack is a Demwrat of the old school and lias the courage 
of his convictions. He was happily married, on Dec. 31, 1903, 
to Miss Maxwell, the daughter of Hon. and Mrs. J. B. Cox. 

W ILLIAM A. OWEN, one of the 
leading attorneys of Tipton county, 
Covington, Tenn., is a descendant of 
some of the oldest and most promi- 
nent families of that section of the 
state. His grandfather, Alexander 
Hamilton Owen, came with a brother, 
Isaac, from Davidson county, N. C, 
in 1826, and they became large land 
and slave holders in Tipton county. 
Isaac was county judge for over 
twenty years. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Evalina Rurkhart. is still living, aged eighty- 
eight years. On the maternal side, the gran(l])arents were Wil- 
liam D. and Sarah F. (Cox) Walton. William D. Walton and 
his father-in-law. Carr Cox, were the most prominent brick- 
layers in Tipton and the surrounding counties. They burnt the 
brick and erected the first court house in Covington, the First 
Methodist Episcopal church of that city, as well as many other 
historic buildings. Mr. Walton had four brothers. Two, 
Daniel and Morgan, were killed in the Confetlerate service; Dr. 
P. W. W^alton was a distinguished physician, and George W. 
was a veteran of the Mexican war, who afterward served four 
years in the Confederate army. He died in 1892. aged seventy- 
two. The great-grandfather. James Harmon Walton, was one 
of the first settlers of the county, and he and his sons laid out 
the road from Covington to Randolph. Richard B. 0\ven. a 
son of Alexander H., was born Dec. 9. 1841, and w'ent from 
Tipton county to Missouri in his youth. Being in that state 
when the Civil war broke out. he enlisted, in the fall of 1863. 
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in the Union anny, as a private in Company Q Forty-eighth 
Missouri infantr>'; was made first lieutenant of his company by 
election; afterward promoted to tlie rank of captain, and served 
to the close of the war. He then returned to Tipton county, 

where, in i8/>7. he married Sarah F. Walton, who was bom 
Sept. 29, 1845, ^" ^'''^ iumm were l)orn the following chil- 
dren: William A., ihc - lijjcci ui this sketch; Lofton, a farmer, 
on the old homestead ; l!cs>ie, who died at the ajj^e of twenty- 
two years, in September, 1902; Annie K.. now the' wife of 
Henry Walton, a Tipton county farmer; Egbert W.. a student 
in school, and two, the second and fourth of the family, who 
died in infancy. The father of these children died June 9, 
1896, and the mother on Dec. 12, 1895. After their death the 
daughter, Bessie, lived with the subject of this sketch the 
remainder of her life. William A. Chven was lx>rn near where 
he now lives, March h. if^fx). In his boyhood he attended the 
common scluwls. aii«l i,'T;t<lii;itf(I from the rovin;^t**n hi^^h schoil 
at the age of seventeen, lie then took up the study ■ >f l.iw. and 
in i8()0 graduated frr>m the law department of Vanderhilt inii- 
versity. He began the jn act ice ui his profession in Covington, 
in September of that year, and has succeeded in building up a 
very satisfactory clientage. In 1902 he formed a partnership, 
becoming the senior member of the firm of Owen & Smith, 
which practices in all the state and Federal courts, and is gen- 
erally retained, on one side or the other, in the most important 
cases of Tipton county. Mr. Owen was a member of the city 
council for four years; was for five years tax attorney for the 
county: is a director in nearly all the c >rp'>rations <>f Coving- 
ton; trustee of the Southwestern I>apti>t universUv , at Jackson. 
Teiui. ; eleetetl dean of the law dep.irtnient of that institution in 
June. 1903; declined on account of business dcmaufls; repre- 
sented the temperance element of the state when the constitu- 
tionality of the "Adams law'* was under consideration in the 
supreme court ; won the case, which he regards as the most sat- 
isfactory case he ever won, as it closed a large number of 
saloons. Mr. Owen is a prominent figure in fraternal circles, 
being a thirty-sect^nd degree Masou anrl orator of the consistory 
at Memphis; also a member of the chapter and commandery; 



Digitized by Google 



NOTABLE MEN OF TENNESSEE 



331 



the Knights of Pythias, in which order he now holds the office 
of grand chancellor of the state. He is an active worker in the 
Baptist church, holds the office of deacon and for the past four- 
teen years has been sui>erintendent of the Sunday scho<">l. On 
April 19, 1892, Mr. Owen and Miss Gaudia McFadden were 
uniteti in marriage. She is a native of Covington and a daugh- 
ter of the late C. N. and Mary McFadden. Her father was a 
prominent business man of Covington, and both parents were 
meml)ers of the Baptist church, to which Mrs. Owen also 
belongs. Her grandfather, Nathan H. McFadden, was one of 
the leading Baptist ministers of the state, in his day. and 
founded the church in Covington in 1836. Mr. and Mrs. Owen 
have six bright and interesting chihlren : William Laurie, Sarah 
Claudine. Richard Newton. Hayes Elliott. Mary Lucile and 
Dorothv Elizalieth. 




HON. ROBERT LOVE TAY- 
LOR, lawyer, lecturer, ex-congress- 
man, and three times governor of Ten- 
nessee, was lx)rn in Carter county, of 
that state. July 31, 1850. He is a son 
of Rev. Nathaniel G. and Emeline 
( Haynes) Taylor (see sketch of Al- 
fred ,\. Taylor) ; was educated at 
the Buffalo institute, Pennington, N. 
J., and Athens, Tenn., and studied 
law under Judge S. K. Kirkpatrick, 
of Jonesboro, Tenn. While in the 
office of Judge Kirkpatrick the Democratic congressional con- 
vention met at Joncslx)ro. The Rei>ublicans, in their convention 
two weeks Ijefore, had l>ecome divided, and the DeuKxracy 
wanted a candi<late who could keep the breach open. The choice 
fell upon the young "Mountain Sprout"' in Judge Kirkpatrick's 
office, and Mr. Taylor gave up his studies to make the race. A 
joint discussion over the district, consisting of twelve counties, 
was arranged by the two committees, and Mr. Taylor and his 
opponent, Hon. A. H. Pettilxine. went before the people in a 
band-to-hand conflict. Mr. Taylor was elected by a majority 
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of 5»cx» votes, whkh was his beginning in puUic life. That 
was in 1878. In 1884 he was a candidate for presidential elec- 
tor, and, after the inauguiation of President Cleveland, received 
the apix>intnient of pension ag-ent at Knoxville. In 1886 he 
was nominated for governor, the opposing candidate Ix*!!)!;" 
brother. Alfred A. Taylor, and at the election was vicl< ih us. 
He wa> re elected in iS,xS. and at the close of his second lerni 
he took the lecture piallonn. Later his brother, Alfred A., 
joined him, and they made an extended tour of the country, lec- 
turing in nearly all the large cities of North and South witih a 
joint lecture entitled "Yankee Doodle and Dixie/' The gross 
proceeds of the undertaking, in a period of seven months, 
amounted to over $40,ooa W'hile the brothers were thus 
tiiL^nt^e*!. Roliert L. was unanimously nominated f()r governor, 
antl reluctantly entered the campaign t)f i8y6. He was elected, 
and was g<ivcrnor of the <;tate during the Centennial exposi- 
tion, at Xa^hville, where he was uiaster of ceremonies on all 
important Mccasions. As a public speaker, (jo\ernor laylor has 
few e(|ual^ and lai fewer superiors. As a candidate, he won 
the hearts of his people by his convincing arguments, while at 
the same time the humor of his speeches, always of the highest 
type, never failed to make friends for him and his cause. As a 
lecturer, he has been one of the most successful in the country, 
both in a financial way and in winning popular favor. The only 
instance in the history of our national govennnent where a 
father and two sons represented the same district in Gniq-rcss 
is in the case of the Taylors nf Tennessee, where the district 
thus represented is known as the Andrew Jf»hnson district, and 
the only case where two brothers were the opi)osing canditlatcs 
for governor was that of Alfred and RolxTt Taylor, (iovcrnor 
Taylor is a Knight of Pythias, a member of the liencvolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, and of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South. He was married, soon after his election to Con- 
gress, to Miss Sallie Baird. daughter of Adolphus and Loretta 
, Baird, of Asheville, N. C, and a cousin to Governor Vance. 
To this marriaire w ere l)orn nine children : Emily, now the wife 
of Dr. George F. St. John : Ivorcttn. Katherine. Zebulon Vance: 
one who died in infancy; Robert L., Jr.; David Haynes; Mary, 
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died in infancy; Sarah Elizabeth, deceased, aJid the youngest, 
died unnamed. 

' CAPT. WILLIAM E. F. MIL- 

€BURN, attorney-at-law, Greenville, 
^ Tenn., and quartermaster of the 
Mountain Branch of the National 
Soldiers' home, in Washington 
county, was born in Greene county, 
Tenn., Nov. 15. 1842, his parents be- 
ing William and Martha (Frame) 
, Milburn. The father was lx)rn near 
Winchester, Va., Sept. 15, 1797; be- 
gan life as a farmer; was for over 
sixty years a minister of the Method- . 
ist Episcopal church; a member of the Holston conference; chap- 
lain of the Eighth Tennessee cavalry. United States volunteers, 
for two and a half years in the Civil war, and served as presid- 
ing elder of the Metho<Iist Episcopal church in both Tennessee 
and Virginia conferences. The paternal grandfather, JonathaJi 
Milburn, came to Tennessee in 180J. The post-office of Mil- 
burnton, in Greene county, was named in his honor. He died, 
in 181 1, as a result of a wound receiveil while serving with 
(leneral Wayne in Ohio, Captain Milburn's mother was lx>rn 
in Virginia, just across the line from Hagerstown, Md., -April 
10, 1802. Her father died while she was quite young, and her 
mother came with an uncle. Archibald Frame, to Teimessee, 
about 1803, and died there. Feb. 14, 1861. The Captain is the 
tenth child in a family of eleven, he and two sisters being the 
only .survivors. Eveline is a widow, and resides in Dalton, Ga. ; 
Sarah, the eldest of the family, is now Mrs. H. D. Fraker, her 
huslxmd a fanner, in Greene county, .\fter the death of Cap- 
tain Milburn's mother, his father was married to Miss Sarah 
A. Creamer, and of this marriage there were three children: 
Dr. J. J. Milburn. a leading |)hysician and surgeon, at Milburn- 
ton, Tenn.; George C. Milburn. a prominent farmer, in Minne- 
sota, and one daughter. Flora Etta, deceased. Captain Milburn 
enlisted in Novenil>er. 1862. in Company R. Twelfth Tennessee 
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cavalry, under General Spalding, and fought at Stone River, 
Franklin, Nashville, Pulaski, and in various other engagements. 
After the surrender of Lee, his r^ment was ordered to Kansas 
and Colorado, and remained on the Plains until October, 1865. 
when the regiment returned to Nashville, Tenn., and was mus- 
tered out. Upon his return borne, he entered Grant univer- 
sity, and in 1871 received the (leg^ree of A.B. Three years later 
he receiv('<l the degree of A.M. from the l''tii\ ersity of Michi- 
gan. I'nini iS^H) to 1H73 he was pruffSS'tr of niathcniatics in 
(imnt univer.^iiy. and among hi-> students were Gov. KoIktI 
Taylor; W. R. Turner, a prouiinent attorney of Kuoxville; 
T. C. Carter, a bi.shop of the United Brethren church, and a 
number of others who have since made their mark in the world. 
While studying and teaching he read law with W. H. Briant, 
of Athens; was admitted to the bar in 1876 by Judge Hoyle, of 
the circuit court, and Chancellor William M. Bradford; began 
practice at .Vthcns; went to Ahilenc, Kan., in 1879. and 
remained tliere about a year; then located at Greenville; elected 
to the legislature in i.S8f) and again in 1892; author of sc\cral 
imiM>rlant bills now on the statute lxK)ks of the state ; ineniber 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, in which he li;i> l>een 
department commander and a meml>er of the council ot .i lniin- 
istration. On May 20, 1903, he was appointed quartermaster 
of the Soldiers' home. Besides his duties in tliis position and 
his cctensive law practice, Captain Milbum is a director in the 
Greene County bank and is one of the leading men of the 
county. He was married on Oct. i, 1887, to Miss Florence £. 
Williams, a daughter of John H. and Ann (Boon) Williams. 
Her father is a native of Knglaufl and her mother of Maryland. 
They reside at Golden, C'ol. Captain and .Mrs. .Milburn have 
had lH)rn to them seven children: William, died in infancy; 
Lulu P.elle. Frank I"mil\ . Blaine. \\ illiam K. F . Jr.. Evans and 
I.f)g:m. liuth parents are members of the .Methodist Episcopal 
church. 

JAMES D. TILLMAN, who owns extensive farming inter- 
ests near Fayetteville,. Tenn., and who was for a number of 
years a prominent figure in the political arena, was bom in 
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Bedford county, Tenn., in 1841. After the usual course in 
the public schools, he entered the Western Military academy, 
at Nashville, and was graduated from that . institution with 
honors in i860. He then took up the stfidy of law, and in 
ihe fall of that year entcrt^d the law department of Cuinber- 
Ir.nd university. In 1861 he entered the Confctlcratc service, 
as first lieutenant of Company F. Forty-eighth Tennessee infan- 
try, commanded by Colonel V'oorhies. His regiment was at 
Forts Henry . and Donelson, and in the numerous skirmishes 
around the latter ])lace before it was surrendered to the Fed- 
erals in February,- 1862. Mr. Ullman was taken prisoner at 
that time and held at Columbus, Ohio, and at Johnson's Island 
tmtil the following September, when he was sent to Vicksburg 
for exchange. Shortly after that the army was reorganized, 
and he was made 4ieutenant-colonel of tlie Forty-first Tennes- 
see infantry. Subsequently he fouf^lit at Baton Rouge. Jack- 
son, Miss.. Baker's Creek. Chickaniauga. the Hundred Days' 
fighting in (ieorgia. the siege of Atlanta, and in the military 
operations about Nashville and Franklin. Toward the close 
of the war, he was promoted to colonel, and was for a short 
time in command of Strahrs brigade. After the army was 
surrendered at Greensboro he returned home, completed his 
^dies, and in 1866 was admitted to the bar. He located at 
Fayetteville, where his reputation as an attorney was soon 
established, and the victories he won in the courts were no 
less worthy of laurels than the victories he heli)ed to win on 
the field of w nr. In 1S71 he was elected to the lower branch of 
the Ic<H-l,iture and in 1873 to the state senate. In 1804 he was 
agam elected to tlu- ^^tnte senate, and the following year was 
apjKjinted nimisur <>{ the United States to Ecuador, by Presi- 
dent Gevelantl. This position he tilled with credit, both to 
himself and the power that appointed him, until in March. 
1898, when he returned home, and since that time he has lived 
a quiet life upon his farm. Colond Tillman married Miss 
Mary Frances Boni]«r, daughter of Dr. William Bonner, one 
of the leading physicians of Lincoln county. 
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